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IN  SENATE,  MARCH  6, 1850. 


■**i 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims  on  the  bill  in  relation  to 
the  SyracQse  Coarse  Salt  company. 

Mr.  Sdioonmaker,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was 
recommitted  the  bill  entitled  *^  An  act  to  pay  the  Syracuse  Coarse 
Silt  ComfNUiy  for  land  taken  to  abate  a  nuisance,"  together  with 
the  petition  of  said  company  and  accomi>anying  papers, 

REPORTS: 

That  the  committee  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
find  that  in  January,  1849,  application  was  made  to  the  Legislature 
of  this  State,  in  behalf  of  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  the 
city  of  Syracuse,  for  the  purpose  of  abating  a  nuisance  arising,  as 
was  alleged,  under  the  following  circumstances:  In  lowering  a 
dam  across  the  Onondaga  creek,  to  abate  the  nuisance  of  a  pond  of 
water,  a  portion  of  low  land  belonging  to  the  State  contiguous  to 
the  salt  sprii^  had  been  laid  bare,  together  with  lands  belonging 
to  other  owners*  It  was  feared  that  the  return  of  warm  weather 
would  cause  an  exhalation  of  nuisance  from  such  low  land,  which 
would  be  fraught  with  great  danger  to  the  health  of  the  citizens  of 
Syracuse,  particularly  in  case  of  the  anticipated  inyasion  by  Asiatic 
cholera. 

It  was  supposed  that  the  only  feasible  and  effectual  way  of  abating 
the  nuisance  was  to  cover  such  low  land  with  earth  to  the  depth  of 
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two  or  three  feet.  To  do  this  it  was  proposed  to  take  the  earth  re- 
quisite to  cover  such  lands  from  a  bluff  or  peninsula  belonging  to 
the  State,  which  was  partially  covered  with  the  salt  vats  of  the  Syra- 
cuse Coarse  Salt  Company,  and  was  held  by  said  company  under  a 
lease  from  the  State. 

Such  application  was  referred  by  the  Senate  to  its  committee  on 
canals,  and  a  majority  of  that  committee  on  the  18tb  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1849,  (see  Senate  Documents  of  1849,  No.  11,)  reported  upon 
such  application,  and  recommended  the  passage  of  the  bill  referred 
to  them  to  authorize  the  abatement  of  such  nuisance.  The  com- 
mittee in  their  report  set  forth  particularly  the  facts  in  the  case,  and 
as  usual  in  similar  cases,  estimate  with  much  particularity  the  great 
pecuniary  advantage  the  State  is  to  derive  from  the  proposed  expen- 
diture. And  they  report  that  the  damages  of  the  Syracuse  Coarse 
Salt  Company  may  amount  to  three  thousand  dollars,  and  recommend 
an  appropriation  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  that  amount  for  their  pay- 
ment. 

On  the  25th  day  of  January,  1849,  in  pursuance  of  the  recom- 
mendations contained  in  such  report,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act 
entitled  *'  An  act  to  authorize  the  abatement  of  a  nuisance  on  lands 
owned  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New- York,  and  other  lands  in 
the  city  of  Syracuse,"  (see  Session  Laws  of  1849,  page  13.)  By 
the  4th  section  of  such  act,  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Syra- 
cuse were  authorized  to  proceed  and  reclaim  such  land  belonging  to 
the  State,  and  for  the  expenses  thereof  they  were  to  draw  upon  the 
State  Treasury  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $4,000.  By  the  5th  section 
of  such  act,  it  is  provided  that  in  case  it  should  be  necessary  to  re- 
move any  salt  vats,  or  other  fixtures  owned  by  the  Syracuse  Coarse 
Salt  Company,  on  farm  lot  252,  in  order  to  reclaim  said  lands,. said 
common  council  should  be  authorized  to  remove  so  many  of  the  salt 
vats  and  other  fixtures  as  might  be  necessary  for  that  purpose.  The 
section  then  proceeds  and  makes  provision  for  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  assess  the  damages  occasioned  by  the  removal  or 
destruction  of  such  vats  or  other  fixtures,  and  appropriates  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $3,000  to  pay  such  damages.  By  the  8th  section  of 
such  acty  the  Coarse  Salt  Company  were  authorized  to  locate  and 
use  an  equal  quaiitity  of  land  with  that  covered  by  the  vats  removed 
on  any  lands  belonging  to  the  State,  and  set  apart  for  the  manufac* 
ture  of  salt. 
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From  these  sections  it  is  evident  that  the  only  power  the  Legis- 
lature intended  to  or  did  confer  upon  the  common  council  of  Syra* 
cuse  was  '^  to  remove/^  the  vats  of  the  company,  and  nothing  more, 
and  the  damages  to  be  assessed  were  to  be  for  such  removal^  and  the 
destruction  of  such  as  was  necessarily  occasioned  in  the  removal. 
The  State  evidently  from  the  said  8th  section,  contemplated  a  re- 
moval to  some  other  land  to  be  selected  by  the  company,  belonging 
to  the  State. 

The  common  council  of  Syracuse,  or  the  agent  selected  by  them 
to  discharge  the  powers  conferred  by  the  State  under  such  act,  in- 
stead of  proceeding  in  the  removal  of  the  vats,  and  thus  doing  what 
the  law  authorized,  and  what  the  Legislature  evidently  contemplated 
they  should  do,  put  such  vats  up  and  sold  them  at  public  auction, 
with  the  condition  that  the  purchaser  should  remove  them  off  the 
land  in  24  hours.  Upon  such,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  extraordinary 
terms,  and  accompanied  with  such  conditions,  the  vats,  as  might  have 
been  anticipated,  sold  for  a  mere  pittance,  a  few  shillings  per  vat. 
The  larger  portion  of  the  vats  were  bought  in  by  or  in  behalf  of 
some  of  the  individuals  interested  in  the  Coarse  Salt  Company,  and 
are  now  being  or  have  be^n  put  up  on  lands  belonging  to  them  or 
some  of  them  individually.  It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark, 
that  the  condition  of  immediate  removal  of  the  vats,  though  made 
and  announced  before,  was  not  enforced  after  the  sale. 

The  commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  were  then  called  upon 
to  appraise  the  damages  of  the  Syracuse  Coarse  Salt  Company,  as 
required  by  the  act.  The  individual  acting  for  the  common  council 
of  Syracuse  having  sold  the  vats,  the  only  course  left  for  the  com- 
missioners was  to  appraise  the  vats  at  their  full  value.  And  accord* 
ingly  they  aw<»rded  and  assessed  "  the  damages  occasioned  by  the 
removal  and  destruction  of  the  salt  vats  and  fixtures,  at  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars,"  thus  exceeding 
by  $1,287  the  appropriation  made  by  the  act.  The  Coarse  Salt 
Company  have  been  paid  by  the  Comptroller  the  amount  appropri- 
ated, which  leaves  a  balance  of  $1,287  still  unpaid  on  such  award, 
and  it  is  for  such  balance  that  the  Coarse  Salt  Company  now  ask 
payment  from  the  State  with  interest. 

Your  committee  have  been  shown,  in  behalf  of  the  Coarse  Salt 
Company,  a  statement  of  the  actual  expenses  incurred  by  said  com- 
pany in  the  removal  and  auction  of  some  of  their  vats,  including 
costs  of  new  lumber  and  expenses  of  streets,  by  which   it  appears 
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that  such  expenses  amounted  to  $19  per  vat.  Multiplying  this  sum 
by  the  whole  number  of  Tats,  171,  it  sMkes  the  gross  sum  of  $3,249, 
which  is  less  thui  the  amount  of  appraisal  by  over  $1,000.  This 
committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  if  the  agents  of  the  common 
council  of  Syracuse  had  confined  themselves  within  the  terms  of  tht 
act,  the  damages  to  be  appraised,  woold  have  exceeded  the  appro- 
priation by  a  very  small  amount  if  any,  and  the  Legislature  would 
have  been  saved  the  necessity  of  acting  on  the  bill  under  considera«> 
tion.  The  bill  under  consideration  having  been  recommitted  to  your 
committee,  they  have  deemed  it  to  be  their  duty  to  inform  the  Senate 
of  the  above  facts,  which  have  come  to  dieir  knowledge  in  the 
course  of  their  investigations  And  in  doing  so  your  committee  can- 
not refrain  from  expressing  their  opinion  that  the  agents  of  the  com- 
mon council  of  Syracuse,  in  the  sale  of  such  vats,  acte^  without 
sanction  or  authority  of  law,  and  usurped  powers  not  conferred  or  in- 
tended to  be  conferred  upon  them  by  the  Legislature,  and  have 
thereby  unnecessarily  increased  the  costs  and  expenses  of  the  State. 
A  power  to  remove  did  not  and  could  not  include  the  povirer  to  sell, 
and  had  not  the  Coarse  Salt  Company,  or  their  agents,  actually  or 
implitdly  assented  to  or  acquiesced  in  such  sale,  a  question  might 
well  have  arisen  whether  any  right  or  title  whatever  passed  by  such 
sale  to  the  purchaser. 

The  committee,  in  relation  to  so  much  of  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion as  directs  the  payment  of  interest,  reccommend  it  to  be  stricken 
out,  in  conformity  with  the  rule  which  has  been  adopted  in  other 
cases.  With  these  remarks  they  return  the  btU  for  the  considerati(»i 
of  the  Senate. 

M.  SCHOONMAKER, 
THO'S  CROOK, 
&  H.  JOHNSON. 


Sbt»te  of  Vt^^^ovU^ 
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REPORT 

Of  a  majority  of  the  committee  on  claims  on  the  peti- 
tion of  James  Brady  and  Patrick  Fitzsimmons  for 
compensaton  for  extra  work  on  a  canal  contract. 

Mr.  Schoonmakery  from  a  majority  of  the  committee  on  claims,  to 
which  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  Brady  and  Patrick  Fitz* 
simmoDSi  praying  for  an  allowance  for  extra  labor  and  expense  in 
coDstmcting  section  No.  6  of  the  enlai^ement  of  the  Erie  canal, 

REPORTS: 

That  it  appears  that  the  petitioners,  in  1838,  entered  into  a  con* 
tract  with  the  Canal  Commissioners  for  the  construction  of  section 
No.  6  of  the  Erie  canal,  through  the  village  of  West  Troy.  Under 
the  contract,  it  was  stipulated  that  the  water  should  be  drawn  off 
from  the  canal  immediately  on  the  close  of  navigation,  which  was  on 
the  25th  day  of  November  of  that  year.  The  Commissioners,  instead 
of  fulfilling  their  contract,  retained  the  water  in  the  canal  until  the 
27th  day  of  January,  1839;  and  the  petitioners  were  thereby  put  to 
a  large  amount  of  extra  expense  in  the  removal  of  ice  out  of  the 
canal,  which  at  the  closing  of  the  canal  was  only  about  two  inches 
thick,  but  which,  when  the  petitioners  were  enabled  to  work  at  it, 
after  drawing  off  the  water,  was  on  an  average  20  inches  thick. 
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This  is  alleged  to  hare  occasioned  a  large  amount  of  additional  la* 
bor  and  expense  to  the  petitioners. 

They  also  claim  that  by  such  delay  in  letting  off  the  water  they 
were  prevented  from  availing  themselves  of  the  abundance  of  work- 
men unemployed  at  the  time  when  they  were  to  have  been  permitted 
to  commence 3  and  that  they  had  on  hand,  at  great  expense,  team- 
sters and  teams,  and  a  foreman  at  an  annual  salary. 

They  also  allege  that  they  performed  extra  work  in  digging  a 
ditch  and  building  drains,  to  enable  them  to  work. 

The  petitioners  then  state:  '^Therefore  your  petitioners  humbly 
solicit  your  consideration,  inasmuch  as  the  fact  is  and  was  that  no 
other  contractors  on  any  of  the  adjacent  sections  were  compelled  to 
such  unnecessary  expenditure  aa  is  represented,  tn  constructing  damsj 
digging  a  ditchy  and  removing  ice,  which  they  have  never  been  com- 
penrated  for;  and  also  for  the  lo^  they  sustained,  as  represented  iroia 
the.  fact  of  the  water  being  retajined  on  the  level  longer  than  a  sti- 
pulated timeJ 


>» 


It  appears  that  this  claim  was  presented  to  the  Senate  in  1842, 
^d  from  Senate  Document  Ko.  86j  of  that  year,  it  spears  that  al- 
ready at  that  time,  for  digging  the  ditch  and  building  the  dams,  part 
of  the  work  for  which  they  a^  compensation  in  their  petition,  they 
had  been  paid  and  satisfied*  Such  &Qt,  in,  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee, renders  this  claim  somewhat  suspicious. 

The  petitioners  obtained  no  relief  at  that  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  the,  claim  has  slept  untU  now»  a  period  of  nearly  eight 
years,  when  it  is  brought  by  the  petitioners  tp  the  attention  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Legislature  have  already  provided  and  furnished  the  Canal 
Board  with  ample  powers  to  make  such  extra  allowance  and  com- 
pensation to  contractors  upon  the  canals^  as  may  be  reasonable,  for 
extra  expenses  and  labor  in  the  performance  of  their  contracts,  (see 
1  R.  S,  3d  ed«,  p.  261,  sections  107,  108,  &c.,)  provided  such  ap- 
plication is  made  within  one  year  after  the  performance  pf  the  work. 

No  excuse  or  reason  is  given  by  the  petitionees,  why  thejur  claim 
was  not  presented  to  and  settled  with  the  State  officers  vested  with 


fiiU  and  ample  pofwer,  at  the  time  they  settled  their  coBtract.  The 
committee  suppose  that  then  was  the  proper  and  the  only  time  for 
sach  claim  to  be  presented.  That  the  statute  requiring  such  claims 
to  be  presented  within  one  year^  was  enacted  for  wise  and  proper 
purposes;  and  that  the  whole  benefit  of  the  statute  will  be  lost,  and 
its  salutary  provisions  rendered  not  only  useless  but  positively  inju- 
riouSy  unless  the  Legislature  hold  the  public  creditors  to  a  compli- 
ance with  its  provisions.  A  creditor  of  the  State  having  a  just  claim, 
unless  some  very  peculiar  reasons  operate  to  prevent,  would  natu- 
rally present  it  for  settlement  and  adjustment  at  the  earliest  period, 
and  would  court  the  investigation  of  those  public  officers  who  were 
cognizant  of  the  matter,  and  could  pass  upon  it  understandingly. 
While  on  the  other  hand,  one  seeking  to  enforce  an  unjust  claim 
would  shrink  from  such  an  investigation,  and  desire  to  have  time 
stretch  its  oblivious  vnngs  over  the  transaction;  and  then,  when 
years  have  rolled  on,  and  the  officers  of  the  State  have  changed,  and 
none  who  knew  are  left  to  speak  in  behalf  of  the  government,  take 
the  chance  to  press  it  through  upon  the  sympathy  and  kindly  feel- 
ings of  the  Legislature. 

* 

Your  committee  believe  that  the  Legislature  should  either  hold  the 
public  creditors  to  a  compliance  with  the  statute,  or  repeal  it  en- 
tirely. They  should  not  permit  a  law  to  remain  on  the  statute  book, 
the  justice  of  which  they  practically  deny. 

Your  committee  are  aware  and  admit,  that  there  may  be  cases 
which  should,  by  reason  of  some  disability  operating,  be  exceptions; 
but  such  reasons  should  be  strong  and  well  established,  and  the  ex- 
ception should  be  placed  expressly  on  such  ground. 

The  case  under  consideration,  as  your  committee  have  shown, 
comes  before  them  under  suspicious  circumstances,  ten  years  after 
the  performance  of  the  alleged  extra  work,  and  no  sufficient  reason 
offered  why  it  has  rested  thus.  They  therefore  think  there  is  no- 
thing to  relieve  the  petitioners  from  the  application  of  the  statute, 
even  if  they  had  satisfied  the  committee  of  the  original  justice  of 
their  claim,  which  they  have  failed  to  do. 

A  majority  of  your  committee  have,  therefore,  come  to  a  oon- 
clnaion  unfavorable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  submit, 


for  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  tha  Senate,  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

M.  SCHOONMAKER, 
THOS.  CROOK. 


Sbt^tt  of  TXtii^^^orU^ 
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REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims  on  a  bill  in  relation  to  set- 
tlement of  damages  for  the  diversion  of  the  waters  of 
the  Black  river. 

Mr.  Schoonmaker,  from  the  committee  on  claims,  to  which  was 
referred  a  bill  entitled  *^  An  act  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  claims 
for  damages  by  reason  of  the  diversion  of  the  water  of  the  Black 
river  for  the  use  of  the  Black  river  and  Erie  canals, 

REPORTS: 

That  the  committee  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
find  that  full  and  ample  provision  is  already  made  by  law  for  the 
estimate,  appraisal  and  payment  of  damages  occasioned  by  the  ap- 
propriation of  waters  and  streams  to  the  public  use,  (1  R.  S.,  3d  ed., 
p.  254;  sec.  54,  &c  ) 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  is  no  evidence  before  the  committee 
that  any  claim  for  damages  for  any  such  alleged  diversion  exists  in 
favor  of  any  individual  against  the  State.  The  committee  therefore 
recommend  that  such  bill  should  not  become  a  law. 


[Senate,  No.  78.1  1  [u.  n.] 
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REPORT 

6f  the  majority  (Senators  Babcock  and  Mann,)  and  mi- 
nority (Senator  Schoonmaker,)  of  the  committee  on 
the  judiciary,  on  the  engrossed  bill  from  the  Assem- 
bly entitled  ^'  An  act  to  incorporate  the  United  States 
Mail  Steamship  Company.'* 

The  undersigned,  a  majority  of  the  judiciary  committee,  (Mr. 
Schoonmaker  dissenting,)  to  which  was  referred  the  engrossed  bill 
from  the  Assembly,  to  incorporate  the  United  States  Mail  Steamship 
Company,  to  report  whether  the  Legislature  can  create  corporations 
of  this  Dature,  by  special  act,  in  conformity  with  the  constitution, 
sabmit  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  referred  to  them,  proposes  to  incorpo- 
rate George  Law,  Marshall  0.  Roberts,  and  their  associates,  by  the 
name  of  the  United  States  Mail  Steamship  Company,  for  the  period 
of  twenty  years,  for  the  purpose  of  building,  equipping,  furnishing, 
fitting,  purchasing,  chartering  and  owning  vessels,  or  any  share  or 
mterest  therein,  legal  or  equitable,  to  be  propelled  solely  or  partially 
by  the  power  or  aid  of  steam,  or  other  expansive  fluid,  or  motive 
power,  and  to  be  run  and  propelled  in  navigating  to  and  from  the 
city  of  New-York  and  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  in  the  waters  of 
the  Golf  of  Mexico,  to  touch  at  any  intermediate  port  or  place  be- 
tween said  cities  or  in  said  waters,  and  to  run  between  such  other  ports 
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and  places  as  the  diredars  of  said  carparaiionj  or  the  government  of 
the  United  States  may  direct;  and  for  such  purpose  it  is  declared^ 
that  all  the  necessary  and  incidental  power  is  granted  to  said  cor- 
poration for  carrying  freight  and  passengers,  for  transporting  the 
mail,  and  for  all  other  business  of  the  company. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  fixes  the  capitol  stock  of  the  com- 
pany at  one  million  of  dollars,  with  liberty  to  increase  it  to  two 
millions,  and  confers  power  on  the  company  to  borrow  half  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  when  one  million  of  dollars  stock  shall  have  been 
nibflcribed  and  paid  in,  and  authorizes  the  company  to  commence 
operations  when  half  a  million  of  dollars  shall  ha^e  been  subscribed 
and  five  per  cent  paid  in  thereon. 

Sections  three  to  eight  inclusive,  provide  for  the  mode  of  procur- 
ing subscriptions  to  the  stock,  the  number  of  directors,  the  manner 
of  their  election,  and  the  mode  in  which  the  business  and  affairs  of 
the  company  are  to  be  managed  and  conducted.  The  ninth  section 
provides,  that  the  stockholders  shall  be  liable  for  all  the  debts  that 
shall  be  due  to  its  laborers  and  workmen,  and  imposes  no  other  per- 
sonal liability.  The  remaining  section  provides  that  a  book,  to  be 
open  to  the  inspection  of  creditors  and  stockholders,  shall  be  kept  by 
the  company  containing  the  names  and  residence  of  the  share- 
holders. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  condensed  statement  of  the  provisions  of 
the  bill,  that  it  proposes  to  create  a  corporation,  for  the  purpose  of 
owning  and  running  vessels  propelled  by  steam   or  other  motive 
power,  to  any  ports  or  places  the  company  may  direct;  or  in  other 
words,  it  is  to  be  a  corporation  with  power  to  build,  purchase  and 
own  any  description  of  vessels  or  ships,  and  to  run  them  to  any  part 
of  the  world  the  directors  may  choose;  and  the  powers  granted  are 
broad  enough  to  allow  the  company  to  establish  and  run  a  line  of 
steamboats  from  New- York  to  Albany,  or  between   any  other  ports 
or  places  in  the  United  States.     The  powers  proposed  to  be  conferred 
are  of  so  general  and  unrestricted  a  character,  that  the  corporation, 
if  created,  would  be  practically  without  any  restrictions,  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  its  general  object,  except  the  limitation  of  its  capi- 
tal to  two  millions  of  dollars;  and  it  would  possess  the  franchises  or 
privileges  of  having  a  corporate  name,  a  common  seal,  succession, 
transferable  stock,  power  to  make  bye-laws,   and  exemption  from 
personal  liability  for  the  debts  the  company  may  contract  in  the 
prosecution  of  its  business,  except  to  its  workmen  and  laborers. 
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The  first  section  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  constitution  declared 
that  ^'  corporations  may  be  formed  under  general  laws,  hut  shall  not 
be  created  by  special  ady  except  for  municipal  purposes,  and  in  cases 
where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Legislature,  the  objects  of  the  corpo- 
ration cannot  be  attained  under  general  laws." 

This  provision  of  the  constitution  \^bs,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com-- 
mittee,  designed  to  establish  a  new  system  in  respect  to  the  creatioiv 
of  corporations. 

It  was  not  intended  to  prevent  or  restrict  the  formation  of  corpo- 
rations, but  wholly  to  divest  them  of  the  character  of  monopolies  or 
grants  of  special  privileges,  which,  under  the  former  system,  had 
been  the  occasion  of  numerous  complaints,  and  the  source  of  many 
abuses. 

Under  the  old  system  of  special  acts,  and  which  the  present  con« 
stitution  was  intended  to  abrogate,  special  privileges  and  immunities 
were  granted  to  particular  individuals,  which  were  refused  to  others, 
contrary  to  the  great  principles  of  equality  and  justice,  on  which  our 
entire  system  of  government  is,  or  ought  to  be  established.  Those 
who  were  fortunate  enough  by  their  position,  or  influence  with  the 
Legislature,  to  obtain  the  granting  of  a  charter  under  which  to  carry 
on  business  for  the  purposes  of  gain,  were  exempted  from  those  haz- 
ards of  loss  and  ruin  to  which  less  favored  individuals  were  exposed, 
who  carried  on  the  same  kind  of  business,  not  as  corporators,  but 
individually,  or  as  copartners.  It  was  also  found  that  this  system  of 
creating  corporations  by  special  acts,  had  become  productive  of  great 
evils  to  the' government  itself.  The  combinations  produced  by  it,  at 
times  influenced  or  wholly  controlled  the  action  of  both  branches  of 
the  Legislature.  These  evils,  which  experience  had  shown  to  be  in- 
separably connected  with  a  system  of  special  grants,  were  intended 
to  be  remedied  by  taking  from  the  Legislature  the  power  of  confer- 
ring on  any  class  of  individuals,  powers  and  privileges  in  transact- 
ing business,  or  in  the  use  and  employment  of  capital,  which  were 
not  equally  enjoyed  by  all. 

It  is  not  for  the  committee  or  the  Legislature,  at  this  time,  to  in- 
quire whether  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  in  respect  to  the 
creation  of  corporations  are  wise,  or  are  better  adapted  to  remedy 
the  evils  existing  under  the  former  constitution  than  some  other  mode 
h  might  have  been  devised.     We  are  only  authorized  to  inquire 
ertain  what  the  constitution  enjoins  or  prohibits;  and  when 
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that  18  ascertained^  we  are  ander  the  highest  obligations  that  can  be 
imposed,  to  regard  and  obey,  in  our  legislative  action,  the  limitations 
and  restrictions  imposed  by  it  on  the  exercise  of  legislative  powers. 

It  was  doubtless  foreseen,  or  at  least  feared,  by  those  who  framed 
the  constitutional  provisions  under  consideration,  that  cases  might 
possibly  arise  in  which  the  proper  and  beneficial  objects  to  be  at- 
tained in  creating  a  corporation,  could  not  be  attained  except  by  the 
passage  of  a  special  act;  and  therefore  it  was  that  the  power  to  cre- 
ate corporations  by  special  act,  was  not  wholly  taken  from  the  Legis- 
lature. But  before  they  can  thus  create  a  corporation,  the  Legbla- 
ture  must  determine  that,  in  their  judgment,  the  legitimate  and  pro- 
per objects  to  be  attained  in  the  creation  of  a  special  corporation 
cannot  be  attained,  in  case  such  corporation  should  be  created  under 
a  general  law.  The  judgment  which  the  Legislature  is  to  form  in 
such  case  should  not  be  founded  on  mere  caprice,  but  it  should  be 
an  enlightened,  intelligent,  rational  judgment,  founded  on  a  careful 
and  full  consideration  of  the  whole  subject 

It  may  not  be  easy  for  the  Legislature  to  determine  in  what  par- 
ticular cases,  or  class  of  cases,  they  possess  the  power  to  create  cor- 
porations by  special  act.  The  general  rule  is,  that  all  corporations 
should  be  created  under  general  laws.  Those  created  by  special  acts 
are  exceptions  to  the  general  rule,  and  it  is  much  easier  to  determine 
the  general  rule  than  the  exceptions  to  it. 

There  are  classes  of  cases  in  which  there  seems  to  have  been  no 
doubt  as  to  the  obligation,  as  well  as  the  propriety  of  passing  gene- 
ral laws,  under  which  corporations  were  to  be  formed. 

We  have  now  on  our  statute  books  general  laws  for  the  formation 
of  banks  and  insurance  companies,  manufacturing,  mining,  mechani- 
cal and  chemical  companies,  railroad,  plank  road  and  turnpike  com- 
panies, bridge  companies,  telegraph  companies;  ako  for  incorporating 
religious,  charitable,  scientific  and  missionary  societies,  for  village 
corporations  and  rural  cemetery  associations. 

These  general  laws  embrace  a  very  large  number  of  objects  for 
which  special  charters  were  granted  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  pre- 
^nt  constitution.  Indeed  under  the  former  constitution  no  general 
Xeiw  could  be  passed  for  the  formation  of  corporations.  The  rule  es- 
tablished by  it  was,  that  ^'  the  assent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
elected  to  each  branch  of  the  Legislature  should  be  requisite  to  every 
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bill  creating)  coatinuing,  altering  or  renewing  any  body  politic  or 
corporate;"  and  it  was  to  obviate  the  evils  which  had  grown  up  un- 
der that  provision  of  our  former  constitution,  and  to  relieve  the  Le- 
gislature  from  the  great  and  burthensome  duty  of  passing  special 
acts  of  incorporation  in  the  very  numerous  cases  in  which  such  acts 
were  applied  for,  that  the  provisions  in  the  present  constitution  were 
adopted.  Such  general  laws,  it  was  supposed,  would  lessen  the  la- 
bors of  the  Legislature,  and  enable  them  to  transact  the  proper  busi- 
ness of  a  general  character  which  would  come  before  them  within 
the  hundred  days  for  which  they  are  to  be  compensated  for  their  ser- 
vices to  tlie  public. 

It  vras  intended  to  remedy  the  evils  that  had  grown  up  under  the 
restrictive  system  contained  in  the  constitution  of  1821,  by  throwing 
the  doors  wide  open,  and  permitting  all  equally  to  participate  in  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  grant  of  corporate  franchises. 

We  think  the  general  rule  is  and  should  be,  in  conformity  to  the 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  constitution,  that  all  corporations  created 
for  purposes  of  gain  to  the  individual  corporators,  by  the  employ- 
ment of  labor  or  capital,  should  be  formed  under  general  laws. 
There  may  be  proper  and  just  exceptions  to  this  rule,  but  they  must 
be  very  rare,  and  cases  of  a  very  extraordinary  character.  There  is 
no  corporation  but  what  may  be  formed  under  a  general  law,  but 
there  may  possibly  be  cases  where  the  proper  and  legitimate  object 
which  the  government  desires  should  be  accomplished  by  the  crea- 
tion of  the  corporation,  would  be  defeated,  unless  the  corporation 
was  invested  with  the  powers,  franchises,  and  immunities  which 
could  only  be  secured  by  special  act,  and  which  it  would  be  unsafe 
and  impolitic  to  confer  on  all  by  a  general  law.  These  cases  would 
be  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  laid  down,  and  although  the  com- 
mittee can  state  the  general  rule,  they  cannot  state  the  exceptions. 
They  can,  however,  imagine  many  cases  where  the  objects  which 
the  individual  corporators  desire  to  attain,  could  not  be  attained  un- 
der general  laws.  They  may,  and  generally  do  desire  to  attain 
advantages  and  immunities  in  the  transaction  of  their  business,  or 
in  the  value  and  sale  of  shares  of  their  capital  stock,  which  cannot 
be  attained  under  general  laws,  which  confer  equal  privileges  and 
advantages  on  all. 

But  the  Legislature  have  no  right  to  regard  the  attainment  of  such 
objects,  in  forming  a  judgment  as  to  whether  the  objects  to  be  at- 
tained by  the  creation  of  a  corporation  can  be  attained  under  gen- 
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eral  laws.  Objects  of  this  character  are  the  very  objects  which  the 
constitution  intended  should  not  be  attained,  in  the  erection  of  cor- 
porations. 

The  committee  are  at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  an  enlightened  and 
impartial  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature,  can  discriminate 
between  corporations  formed  for  the  purposes  of  associating  capital, 
or  capital  and  labor,  with  the  view  of  gain  to  individual  corpo- 
rators, and  declare  that  the  objects  to  be  attained  by  the  formation 
of  one  class  of  such  corporations  can  be  attained  under  general  laws, 
and  that  another  class  having  the  same  general  object  can  only 
attain  the  objects  of  their  creation  by  having  the  immunities  and 
exclusiveness  of  a  special  grant 

If  the  premises  laid  down  are  well  founded,  it  follows  that  the 
Legislature  has  no  power  to  pass  the  special  act  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee, entitled  *^  An  act  to  incorporate  the  United  States  Mail 
Steamship  Company."  That  and  all  corporations  having  the  same 
general  object,  must,  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  be  formed 
under  general  laws. 

The  committee  do  not  see  any  valid  objection  to  authorizing  com- 
panies to  be  formed  under  a  general  law,  for  the  purpose  of  building 
and  owning  steam  vessels  to  be  navigated  on  the  ocean,  nor  can 
they  see  how  the  legitimate  objects  to  be  attained  by  the  formation 
of  such  companies,  can  in  any  way  be  defeated  by  authorizing  them 
to  be  formed  under  general  laws,  by  which  all  who  wish  to  engage 
in  enterprises  of  a  similar  character,  can  associate  and  form  a  com- 
pany without  the  trouble  and  expense  of  making  a  special  applica- 
tion to  the  Legislature.  There  is  nothing  in  the  business  which  re- 
quires that  those  who  engage  in  it  should  be  clothed  with  any  spe- 
cial or  exclusive  privileges,  or  franchises.  Many  enterprises  as 
extensive  and  beneficial  as  the  one  proposed  to  be  carried  on  under 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  referred  to  the  committee,  have  been  suc- 
cessfully prosecuted  by  joint  stock  associations.  All  the  large  lines 
of  English  ocean  steamers,^and  packet  ships,  it  is  believed,  have 
been  carried  on  by  joint  stock  unincorporated  associations. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  precedents  in  favor  of  incorporating 
similar  companies  by  special  act,  are  found,  and  urged  as  a  good 
reason  why  the  present  application  should  be  granted.  But  a  clearly 
erroneous  construction  of  the  constitution  ought  not  to  be  sustained 
merely  on  the  ground  of  precedent. 


No-  79.]  7 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution,  six  special  acts 
have  been  passed  by  the  Legislature  incorporating  ocean  steamship 
companies.  One  of  them  was  in  1847,  three  in  1848,  and  two  in 
1849.  The  number  of  applications  made  to  the  Legislature  for  such 
incorporations  forms  a  strong  reason  in  favor  of  the  policy  of  a  gen- 
eral law. 

The  force  of  these  precedents  is  however  somewhat  weakened  by 
the  fact,  that  the  same  Legislature  which  incorporated  three  steam- 
ship companies  also  incorporated  two  companies  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  taverns.  If  the  Legislatures  of  1848  and  1849  determined 
that  in  their  judgment  the  proper  and  legitimate  objects  to  be  at- 
tained by  the  creation  of  corporations  to  build  taverns,  could  not  be 
attained  except  by  forming  such  corporations  by  special  acts,  they 
probably  formed  a  judgment  on  that  question  widely  different  from 
the  rest  of  mankind. 

The  committee  do  not  desire  to  be  understood  by  anything  con- 
tained in  this  report,  that  they  are  opposed  to  the  formation  or  the 
incorporation  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
of  ocean  steam  navigation  companies.  Enterprises  of  this  charac- 
ter, which  are  greatly  beneficial  to  our  commercial  emporium,  tend- 
ing to  draw  and  concentrate  there  commerce  and  wealth  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  as  well  as  to  strenghthen  our  national  marine, 
deserve  and  should  receive  from  the  State  such  encouragement  and 
protection  as  it  can,  in  conformity  to  the  constitution,  properly  afford. 

With  this  expression  of  the  views  and  opinion  of  the  committee' 
on  the  question  referred  to  them,  they  respectfully  submit  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate  the  following  resolution: 

Rejolvedf  That  the  proper  and  legitimate  object  to  be  attained  by 
the  creation  of  the  United  States  Mail  Steamship  Company  can,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Senate,  be  attained  under  a  general  law,  author- 
izing the  formation  of  such  companies,  and  that  the  same  cannot 
therefore  be  created  by  special  act,  in  conformity  to  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution. 

GEO.  R.  BABCOCK, 
CHA'S  A.  MANN. 


MINORITY  REPORT. 

Mr.  Scfaoonmaker,  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Assembly  entitled  **  An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  United  States  Mail  Steam  Ship  Company,"  to  inquire 
and  report  upon  its  constitutionality,  having  dissented  from  the  report 
made  by  the  majority  of  the  said  committee, 

REPORTS: 

That  he  has  had  the  aforesaid  bill  under  consideration,  and  has 
examined  its  provisions,  and  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  in  re- 
lation to  which  the  opinion  and  views  of  the  committee  have  been 
required  by  the  Senate. 

The  first  section  of  article  8  of  the  constitution  isjin  the  follow- 
ing words: 

^  Corporations  may  be  formed  under  general  laws;  but  shall  not 
be  created  by  special  act,  except  for  municipal  purposes,  and  in  cases 
where,  in  ike  judgment  of  the  Legislature^  the  objects  of  the  corpo^ 
ration  asnnot  he  attained  iy  general  laws^ 

For  the  purpose  of  answering  the  question  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee, it  is  necessary  to  give  a  construction  to  this  section  of  the 
constitution.  In  giving  that  construction,  the  undersigned  supposes 
that,  upon  well  settled  principles  of  law,  it  should  receive  a  liberal 
and  reasonable  exposition;  and  one  which  will  rather  give  efficacy 
and  force  to  the  government,  than  that  which  will  restrict  and  im- 
pair its  powers.  In  a  constitution  framed  as  is  the  constitution  of 
this  State,  conferring  legislative  powers  for  the  general  good  and  the 
benefit  of  the  citizen,  no  interpretation  can  be  sound  or  tolerable 
which  unnecessarily  restricts  and  limits  the  Legislature  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  proper  means  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  public  and 
its  citizens. 
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It  11  undoubtedly  true  that  the  couTention,  in  preparing,  and  the 
people,  in  adopting,  the  present  constitution,  have  by  the  section 
quoted  above  expressed  a  preference  for  general  laws  rather  than 
special  acts,  in  case  all  the  objects  of  the  corporation  can  be  at- 
tained under  a  general  law.  But  it  is  also  true  that  they  have  sub- 
mitted to  the  ^'judgment  of  the  Legislature"  the  entire  question  as 
to  the  feasibility  of  a  general  law  accomplishing  the  objects  of  the 
corporation.  And  in  the  proper  construction  of  that  section,  the 
Legislature  are  not  to  limit  themselves  to  the  general  object  of  the 
corporation,  bit  are  to  consider  all  the  objects,  singly  and  together, 
and  then  form  a  deliberate  judgment  as  to  whether  dl  those  objects 
can  or  cannot  be  attained  under  general  laws.  The  naked  fact,  or 
mere  power  to  pass  a  general  law  in  a  given  case,  is  not  alone  to 
be  consj||dered  in  forming  such  judgment,  but  all  the  accessories; 
whether  it  is  wise,  necessary  and  expedient  in  relation  to  the  charac- 
ter of  the  charters,  the  accomplishment  of  each  and  every  of  the  in- 
tended objects,  and  the  question  whether  the  public  good  will  be  best 
promoted,  are  all  to  be  regarded  in  making  it  up.  And  if  general 
laws,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Legislature,  will  probably  fail  as  to  any 
particular  corporation,  in  either  or  any  of  such  accessories,  the  re- 
striction is  removed,  and  a  special  act  may  be  passed.  Let  any  more 
restricted  construction  than  this  be  given  to  such  provision  of  the 
constitution,  and  its  spirit  is  destroyed,  and  its  letter  is  cramped. 
Let  such  construction  of  the  constitution  be  carried  out,  as  is  urged 
and  insisted  on  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  in  accordance 
with  their  views;  let  the  constitution  be  construed  strictly  that  no 
special  charters  can  be  granted  in  any  case,  where  general  laws  may 
be  created,  and  the  provisions  of  that  instrument,  referring  it  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Legislature  is  utterly  annihilated;  for  it  is  true,  gene- 
ral laws  may  be  made  for  any  and  every  object;  but  the  difficulty 
consists  in  so  framing  the  laws  as  to  answer  all  the  intended  objects, 
and  at  the  same  time  properly  protect  the  community.  In  general 
laws,  intended  to  cover  many  associations  and  different  localities  and 
interests,  if  they  are  provided  with  all  the  necessary  guards  and  checks 
to  protect  from  danger,  they  are  made  so  oppressive  and  stringent 
that  no  incorporations  will  be  formed  under  them;  and  thus  the  law 
itself  defeats  its  own  object.  The  masses  are  deprived  of  the  bene- 
fits of  the  charter,  and  the  monopoly  is  perpetuated  in  large  capital- 
ists. Then  on  the  other  hand,  strip  the  general  law  of  these  guards 
and  checks,  and  the  welfare  of  society  and  the  community  is  endan- 
gered by  the  existence  of  corporations  without  restraint  or  restric- 
tion. Such  are  some  of  the  shoals  and  quicksands  into  which  we 
run  by  giving  such  strict  construction  to  the  constitution  as  insisted 
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on  by  the  majority  of  the  committee.  And  it  goes  beyond,  far  be- 
yond, what  was  ever  intended  by  the  members  of  the  constitutional 
convention.  The  effort  was  there  made  to  restrain  and  restrict  the 
Legislature  by  express  provision,  to  an  extent  not  far,  if  any,  re- 
moved from  the  effect  of  the  construction  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee.  It  was  voted  down  by  an  overwhelming  vote;  and  as  a 
compromise^  this  plastic  provision,  leaving  it  entirely  to  the  judg- 
ment and  discretion  of  the  Legislature,  was  introduced. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  and  the  published  debates  show  conclu- 
sively, that  the  object  and  intent  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution, 
in  the  adoption  of  such  provision,  embraced  in  the  above  quoted 
section^  was  mainly  to  restrain  the  too  frequent  recurrence  to  the 
Legislature  for  special  grants  of  corporate  powers,  beyond  this,  the 
provision  effects  nothing;  for  so  far  as  like  grants  are  made  for  the 
same  object,  to  any  class  of  applicants  engaged  in  the  same  pursuit, 
and  whom  the  Legislature  may  approve,  they  become  in  fact  as 
general  in  effect  as  if  embodied  in  or  conferred  by  a  general  law. 
Nor  are  such  charters,  if  the  grant  be  made  to  all  who  may  embark 
in  these  enterprises,  if  approved  by  the  Legislature,  less  open  to  all 
who  may  comply  with  the  provisions  of  particular  enactments,  than 
with  the  requirements  of  a  general  law.  The  objection  then  is 
mainly  to  the  renewed  application  for  charters  for  the  same  object, 
and  not  to  the  grant  by  the  Legislature  of  chartered  privileges.  In 
relation  to  the  class  of  objects  under  consideration,  they  must  of  ne- 
cessity be  few  in  number,  and  may  be  well  regarded  as  a  class  of 
applications  in  which  the  Legislature  should  be  the  judge  in  each 
particular  case. 

Before  proceeding  to  a  review  of  the  particular  provisions  and 
objects  of  the  bill  under  consideration,  the  undersigned  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  legislative  construction  which  has 
,  already  been  given  to  the  constitutional  provision  under  considera- 
tion. In  1847,  1848  and  1849,  shortly  after  the  new  constitution 
went  into  operation,  no  less  than  six  special  acts  were  passed,  incor- 
porating as  many  companies  for  similar  purposes,  and  with  the  same 
powers,  as  the  bill  referred  to  your  committee.  And  in  fact  the 
question  here  is  simply  the  re-enactment  of  a  law  which  was  passed 
in  1848,  but  became  inoperative  by  non-user.  If  it  was  constitu- 
tional then,  it  is  no  less  so  now.  Such  legislative  construction  has 
been  well  said  to  be  one  of  '*  the  most  unexceptionable  sources  of 
collateral  interpretation.''  And  in  relation  to  such  practical  exposi- 
tion, a  learned  commentator  has  truly  remarked,  '^  How  light,  com- 
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pared  with  these  means  of  instroctioDy  are  the  private  lucubrations 
of  the  closet,  or  the  retired  speculations  of  ingenious  minds,  intent 
on  theory  or  general  views.'* 

Upon  a  careful  investigation  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  peculiar  duties  and  enlarged  objects  contemplated  by  the  act 
under  consideration,  the  undersigned  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  such 
act  does  not  come  within  any  mandatory  provision  of  the  constitu* 
tution,  and  is  of  a  nature  which  precludes  the  practicability  of  pass- 
ing  a  general  law  by  which  these  objects  can  be  attained. 

Such  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  being  in  a  measure  based  upon 
the  peculiar  objects  of  this  act,  together  with  those  of  a  kindred 
character,  passed  at  a  previous  session  of  the  Legislature,  it  is  pro- 
per that  he  should  advert  to  them,  as  affording  very  decided  reasons 
"^by,  if  general  laws  may  be  made  applicable  to  other  pursuits  or 
objects,  they  cannot  be  applied,  consistently  with  the  public  interests 
and  the  due  encouragement  of  such  undertakings,  to  these. 

Three  years  since,  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  desirous  to 
combine  the  highest  practicable  American  skill  and  enterprise  in  the 
construction  of  steamships,  and  (encourage  the  building  of  ships  of 
the  largest  capacity  and  most  approved  model,  that  should  afford  to 
the  government,  if  the  exigency  should  arise,  not  only  a  national 
steam  marine,  effective  for  national  uses,  but  that  could  meanwhile 
be  employed  in  conveying  the  mails  to  foreign  countries,  and  to 
distant  portions  of  our  own  territory,  authorized  contracts  to  be  en- 
tered into  with  several  individuals  and  parties  for  that  purpose. 
These  have  been  carried  out,  or  are  in  the  course  of  being  carried 
out,  under  separate  charters,  granted  by  the  Legislature  in  1848  and 
1849.  Under  these,  steamships  have  been  built  and  others  are  now 
in  progress,  surpassing  any  heretofore  constructed  in  this  country, 
and  superior  indeed  to  the  steamships  of  any  country  in  the  world. 
In  size,  model,  and  speed  they  have  no  equals. 

In  the  course  of  the  present  year,  a  steam  marine  of  at  least 
twenty  large  ships  will  traverse  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic,  the  Pa- 
cific, and  the  German  oceans.  They  have  given  an  impetus  to  the 
practical  labors  of  machinists,  engine-makers  and  builders  in  this 
country,  which  has  served  greatly  to  advance  those  arts,  and  promote 
and  improve  home  skill  and  industry.  They  have  tested  the  capa- 
city and  enterprise  of  our  countrymeUi  and  have  combined,  with  the 
government  encouragement,  it  is  believed  for  the  public  good,  the 
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energies  and  means  of  American  citizens,  residents  of  our  own  State, 
and  identified  with  its  growth  and  prosperity.  They  have  materially 
aided  in  rendering  the  commerce  of  the  world,  at  least  the  commerce 
of  this  continent,  tributary  to  our  great  commercial  emporium.  Al- 
ready they  have  taken  the  place  of  English  steamships,  which,  until 
these  efforts  were  put  forth,  engrossed  the  intercourse  by  steam  with 
European  ports,  and  with  the  distant  ports  of  this  continent;  and 
they  will  soon,  if  not  interrupted  by  legislative  interference  or  by 
legislative  instability,  bear  away  the  palm  of  naval  superiority  in  the 
old  world  as  in  the  new. 

The  public  policy  has  been,  to  promote  these  great  and  useful  en- 
terprises by  such  legislation  as  was  proper  and  expedient  in  itself, 
and  calculated  to  fi^cilitate  the  business  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged. 

It  is  due  to  the  subject  and  to  Legislatures  which  in  previous  years 
have  passed  similar  acts  of  incorporation,  to  say,  that  this  has  been 
done  upon  full  consideration,  and  from  enlarged  public  views,  and 
these  have  been  confirmed  by  the  results.  These  are  four  or  five 
companies  which  have,  under  engagements  with  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  produced  this  noble  fleet  of  steamships,  unsur- 
passed in  size  and  adaptation  to  the  purposes  of  trade,  travel,  trans- 
portation, commercial  intercourse,  for  conveying  the  mails,  and  for 
the  public  defence,  belong  delusively  to  our  own  State.  They  all 
centre  in  our  great  commercial  city,  increase  and  facilitate  its  com- 
merce and  intercourse  with  the  world,  and  have  particularly  contri- 
buted to  the  intercourse  with  the  far  western  states  of  this  republic, 
bringing  back  to  our  own  artisans  their  rich  products. 

Hitherto  every  charter  applied  for  has  been  liberally  and  freely 
granted.  It  is  believed  that  had  these  been  withheld,  the  accom- 
plishment of  these  useful  purposes,  so  directly  connected  with  the 
important  navigating  interests  of  the  country,  and  of  the  city  of 
New-York,  would  have  been  postponed  if  not  altogether  defeated, 
or  these  associations,  forming  under  the  patronage  of  the  general 
government,  would  have  been  driven  to  the  protection  of  sister  states^ 
governed  by  a  wiser  and  more  benign  policy,  to  confer  their  benefits 
upon  rival  cities  to  the  injury  of  our  own  commercial  metropolis. 
It  is  not  believed  by  the  undersigned  that  a  general  law  could  have 
been  framed,  under  the  peculiar  features  of  these  pursuits,  by  which 
those  ends  could  have  been  attained.  The  undersigned  does  not  per- 
ceive the  justice  or  sound  policy  of  abrogating  these  charters  and 
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changing  a  policy  which  has  worked  well  practically,  and  to  which 
no  valid  objection  can  be  made  in  theory.  Interests  and  rights  have 
grown  up  under  the  faith  of  past  legislation,  which  no  considera- 
tions of  public  utility  require  should  be  needlessly  invaded  or  dis- 
turbed. 

While  therefore  the  undersigned  believes  that  there  are  cases  id 
which  general  laws  subserve  the  general  welfare  and  the  public  good, 
and  are  required  by  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  he  does  not 
regard  this  bill  as  coming  within  such  a  class  of  enactments,  bat 
rather  of  those  in  which  the  Legislature  ought  to  retain  and  exer- 
cise its  functions  in  each  separate  application  for  a  charter.  The 
provision  of  the  constitution  in  its  spirit  and  scope,  was  intended  to 
be  benign  and  salutary  in  its  operation,  and  not  by  a  forced  appli- 
cation of  it  to  disregard  these  considerations.  In  the  judgment 
therefore  of  the  undersigned,  the  minority  of  said  committee,  the 
passage  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  United  States  Mail  Steamship 
Company  is  constitutional  and  expedient,  and  he  recommends  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  the  objects  of  the 
United  States  Mail  Steamship  Company  cannot  be  attained  under 
general  laws. 

M.  SCHOONMAKER. 


Sbt^tt  0f  TXt^^^^vUi. 
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IN  SENATE,  MMCH  9, 1850. 


COMMUNICATION 

From  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New- York  in 
relation  to  resolutions  proposing  to  petition  the  Le- 
gislature to  amend  the  law  of  the  State  with  regard 
to  the  collection  of  vital  statistics. 

Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New- Yore,  ) 

February  6,  1850.  ) 

The  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  resolutions  of  Dn  Jones, 
proposing  to  petition  the  Legislature  to  amend  the  law  of  the  State 
with  regard  to  the  collection  of  vital  statistics,  (births,  deaths  and 
marriages  bill,)  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

Which,  after  being  duly  considered  and  amended,  was  unanimously 
adopted,  in  the  words  following: 

1.  Resolved^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Society  that  the  collec- 
tion of  information  with  regard  to  vital  statistics  is  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  people  of  this  State. 

2.  Resolved^  That  the  law  now  in  operation  does  not  effect  the 
purpose  for  which  it  was  passed,  and  that  it  is  onerous  and  burden- 
some; both  which  faults  need  correction  before  the  full  benefits  in- 
tended to  accrue  tiom  its  passage  will  be  obtained. 
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3.  Resolvedj  That  at  least  a  statistical  account  of  the  births,  with 
the  Dames  and  ages  of  the  parents;  and  of  deaths,  with  the  names, 
sex,  age,  occupation,  country  of  birth,  and  disease  of  persons  so  dy- 
ing, sbouhi  be  obtained  and  tabulated  by  a  law  of  this  State,  passed 
for  that  purpose;  and  that  the  cause  of  death  shall  in  all  cases  be 
ascertained  from  the  record  of  the  attending  physician. 

4.  Resolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  society,  the  present  law 
should  be  so  amended  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  trustees  and 
other  persons,  whose  duty  it  now  is,  to  enumerate  the  children  ox 
their  respective  districts,  to  collect  the  aboTe  information  at  the  time 
and  in  the  manner  said  enumeration  of  children  is  taken,  and  that 
suitable  blanks  be  furnished  by  the  Superintendent  of  Common 
Schools  for  that  purpose. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  trustees  should  fill  such  blanks  with  such  facts 
as  the  Superintendent  shall  require  of  them,  make  affidavit  to  the 
truth  of  the  same,  forward  one  copy  by  mail  to  the  Superintendent 
of  Common  Schools,  and  file  another  copy  with  the  town  siq)erin- 
tendent  of  common  schools,  for  their  respective  towns,  and  that  said 
report  be  made  matter  of  record  by  the  town  clerk. 

6.  Resolvedy  That  a  tabulated  document,  formed  by  a  competent 
person,  from  these  statistics  so  collected,  will  be  of  immense  impor- 
tance to  an  intelligent  community,  and  furnish  great  aid  in  all  legis- 
lation hereafter  to  arise  in  matters  relating  to  human  health. 

7.  Resolved,  That  Drs.  Beck,  McNaughton  and  Thompson  be  a 
committee  to  present  the  above  resolutions  to  the  Legislature. 

(A  true  copy.)  P.  VAN  BUREN, 

Secretary. 


V 
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REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  cities  and  villages  on  petitions 

relating  to  intramural  interments. 

Mr.  Cross,  from  the  committee  on  cities  and  villages,  to  which 
was  referred  num|rcMJS  petitions  from  the  cities  of  New- York  and 
Brooklyn,  the  village  of  Williamsburgh  and  other  places,  praying 
the  Legislature  to  prohibit  interments  and  deposits  of  the  dead  in 
vaults  in  all  the  cities  and  villages  of  the  State, 

REPORTS: 

That  your  committee  have  giv«n  to  these  petitions  such  respectful 
consideration  as  the  vast  importance  of  the  subject  demands.  The 
great  number  of  the  petitioners,  and  their  greater  weight  of  charac- 
ter, would  entitle  their  petition  to  most  respectful  consideration,  even 
if  the  relief  they  demanded  was  of  an  equivocal  or  doubtful  charac- 
ter. But  when  they  come  before  us,  askinpr  in  good  faith,  the  abate- 
ment of  a  nuisance  injurious  to  the  public  health  and  dangerous  to 
human  life,  the  Legislature  is  bound  to  aid  them  by  every  means  in 
their  power  not  inconsistent  with  private  right.  And  if  the  existence 
of  the  nuisance  is  established,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  eminently  dan- 
gerous to  the  people  of  the  vicinage  is  proved,  then  private  right 
must  yield  before  the  stronger  claim  of  the  general  good.  The  peti- 
tioners insist  that  the  practice  of  burying  the  dead  in  the  midst  of  a 
dense  and  crowded  population  has  been  proved  by  the  experience  of 
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tte  pasi  aiM}  the  teftinwDj  off  iMdieftl  mm^  to  be  destnitlm  of  ho** 
Ban  health  and  life,  and  they  therefore  pray  the  passage  of  a  law  to 
prohibit  ^  all  burials  and  all  deposits  in  vaults'  af  dead  bodies  in  any 
city  or  village  of  the  State.'* 

An  attempt  to  pass  a  law  prohibiting  intennents  to  a//  the  cities 
mid  villages  of  the  State  would  meet  with  most  determined  opposi- 
tion. Great  reforms  of  long  existing  abusea  are  effacted  by  slow 
and  sometimes  almost  imperceptible  degrees.  Every  attempt  to  force 
them  in  advance  of  the  progress  of  public  opinion,  the  great  lever 
by  which  social  or  moral  reform  must  be  obtained,  tends  to  retard 
the  desired  result.  The  necessity  for  such  a  law  is  not  yet  univer- 
sally understood  in  the  country,  and  until  that  condition  is  brought 
home  the  people  will  be  unwilling  to  abandon  their  village  ceme* 
teries.  # 

There  is  no  spot  of  earth  that  holds  in  the  human  heart  a  more 
undying  interest  than  the  place  where  the  remains  of  its  worshipped 
dead  repose.  In  civilized  as  well  as  savage  lands  thia  principle 
obtains.  It  has  existed  as  far  back  in  the  past  as  any  record  of  hu- 
manity extends.  The  grave-yard  where  the  remains  of  the  loved  are 
mouldering  back  to  dust,  ever  has  been  and  forever  wilt  be  full  of 
cherished  though  mournful  recollections.  It  is  irue  perhaps,  that 
veneration  for  the  sanctuary  of  the  dead  is  deeper,  more  holy  and 
intense,  where  civilization  and  refinement  have  shed  their  brightest 
light.  But  it  is  a  feeling,  a  principle  unconfined  by  conditions 
tongues  or  nations.    It  is  and  forever  will  be  universal, 

<«  From  green  Bfaehpelah't  honored  field, 
Whet  e  Jacob  aad  wlien  lt§9h  lle^" 

to  the  humble  tumuli  of  earth  and  stone  heaped  upon  the  dead  in 
our  western  wildwoods, 

*<  By  tlie  poor  Indiui,  whose  Qotvtor'd  mind 
ate*  God  in  doodi  of  heus  Hioi  in  tibe  wind»'» 


No  great  and  imperative  necessity  as  yet  exists  for  the  prohibi- 
tion by  law*  in  many  of  the  cities  and  villages  of  the  State,  of  in- 
tramural interments,  but  as  tin^e  advances  and  population  increases 
that  necessity  will  sooner  or  later  be  discovered. 

But  so  far  as  the  cities  of  New- York  and  Brooklyn  and  the  neigh- 
boring village  of  WiUiamsburgh  are  concerned^  their  citizens,  from 
the  petitions  before  us,  appear  to  be  not  only  prepared  for  the  pro- 
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liibitioii,  b«t  atixiocif  for  it»  enactment.  If  the  evidenoe  thalt  lias 
been  faniiAed  for  the  coDsMeration  of  the  oomliiitt«e  h  to  be  b^ 
lieved,  d»e  citiceDS  of  these  localities,  and  peiiiaps  of  other  citieSy 
should  demand  the  passage  of  tbe  law  as  a  measare  of  imperative 
necessity  for  sett  preservation.  It  appears  from  the  report  of  the 
citj  inspector  that  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  city  of  New-York  in 
the  year  1848,  w«s  fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen. 
That  of  this  vast  number  eleven  thousand  and  fifty*six  were  interred 
or  deposited  in  vaults  within  the  city.  In  1845  the  city  inspector 
in  his  report  said,  ^^  Our  grave  yards  and  places  of  interment  require 
some  notice  at  my  hands.  In  many,  probably  ell  of  the  grounds 
used  for  this  purpose,  it  is  wholly  impossible  to  conform  to  the  law 
requiring  tbe  corpse  to  be  interred  at  least  six  feet  below  the  sur- 
face. This  is  in  consequence  of  the  same  ground  having  been  used 
for  many  years  for  the  deposit  of  human  remains,  and  layer  upon 
layer  of  such  remains  have  been  made  until  it  has  become  impossi- 
ble in  many  instances  to  go  half  the  depth  required  by  law,  and  in 
a  porous  and  open  soil  like  that  of  this  Island,  offensive  and  unwhole- 
some exfaalatfoiis  will  inevitably  find  their  way  through  the  ground 
to  the  surface,  and  thus  vitiate  the  atmosphere." 

The  London  Times  of  29th  December,  1848,  says:  "  It  is  a  fact 
not  sufiiciently  known  that  within  the  present  year  very  nearly 
13,000  persons  have  been  buried  within  the  precints  of  the  metropo- 
lis. The  custom  of  intramural  interment  is  one  which  cannot  be  too 
strongly  deprecated.  Not  only  is  it  productive  of  practices  which 
must  be  shocking  to  the  feolings  of  surviving  relative*^,  but  it  acts 
directly  upon  the  public  health  in  a  manner  which  has  been  allowed 
by  the  highest  medical  testimony  to  be  peculiarly  injurious  to  life. 
We  caa  widen  streets,  flush  sewers,  enforce  ventilation,  sweep  away 
heaps  of  abomination,  and  in  many  respects  make  the  condition  of 
life  in  the  metropolis  more  favorable  than  even  the  rural  districts. 
All  our  aideavors,  however,  will  be  in  vain  so  long  as  we  are  liable 
to  have  our  atmosphere  tainted  with  the  putrid  exhalations  of  dead 
bodies."  Sir  Benjamin  *Brodie,  in  his  examination  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  British  pariiament,  informed  them  **  that  the  gas  evolved 
from  putrid  bodies  is  chiefly  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  a  gas  so  noxious 
and  so  deadly  that  the  admixture  of  one  part  of  it  with  Jive  hundred 
farts  of  at7M)spheric  air  is  indantly  fatal.^ 

On  this  subject.  Professor  Hoosicksays:  '^I  would  recommend  that 
intermenta  should  be  exclusively  confined  to  public  and  private  vaults, 
and  that  ho  grav«  AcnM  he  permitted,  under  any  circomttancefe; 
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kff  suefa  is  tire  loose  texture  of  the  soil  ia  ow  grave<yanb  whare  thi» 
mode  of  burial  is  practiced,  that  as  soon  as  the  decomposition  of  the 
body  has  begiiDy  the  gases  which  are  extricated  will  fiod  egress  am) 
mix  with  the  atmospheve>  rendering  it  more  or  less  offensive  and  im- 
pure, and  consequently  a  medium  of  spreading  contagious  diseases  that 
may  be  introduced  within  the  sphere  to  which  such  impure  air  may 
extend." 

Professor  Walker,  of  London,  m  a  lecture  delivered  before  the 
Mechanics'  Institute,  uses  the  following  language:  ^  Let  me  again 
remind  you  that  the  proper  average  of  burials  is  one  hundred  and 
thirty-six  per  acre  annually.  This  simple  fact  will  give  you  an  idea 
of  what  must  take  place  when  either  cupidity,  necessity,  or  neglect, 
increases  this  average  from  one  hundred  and  thirty  six  to  two  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  twenty-three.  Hence  the  stacking  of  coffins 
in  deep  pits,  the  brutal  dismemberment  of  bodies,  the  consumption 
of  coffin  wood  in  many  localities,  the  absolute  sopersaturation  of 
the  soil,  which  can  neither  retain  or  dissolve  the  putrescent  matter 
with  which  it  is  loaded;  hence  the  daily  scenes  which  outrage  every 
moral  and  religious  sentiment;  hence  the  danger  to  mourners  from 
attending  funerals  in  such  places;  hence  the  insidious  infection  which 
(more  especially  in  the  warm  season)  poisons  the  atmosphere,  and 
thereby  undermining  health  or  begetting  disease,  hurries  thousands  to 
an  untimely  end,  again  to  become  the  subjects  of  fresh  indignities, 
the  centers  of  infection  to  survivors,  the  distributors  of  pestilential 
emanation^  and  the  centralizers  of  disease.  The  whole  arrangement 
is  in  fact  an  abomination,  a  disgrace  to  the  age  in  which  we  live, 
and  to  the  comorjunity  amongst  which  it  is  permitted  to  endure.  We 
would  ask  any  person  who  may  be  disposed  to  hesitate  in  opinion 
upon  the  subject,  simply  to  walk  past  any  of  these  sinks  of  impurhy, 
the  urban  church  yards,  and  we  will  venture  to  affirm  that  in  his 
mind  the  question  will  be  set  at  rest  forever.** 

After  enumerating  various  instances,  almost  too  revolting  for  pub- 
lication, this  eminent  surgeon  concludes  his  lecture  as  follows: 

'*  This  subject  is  inexpressibly  painful  and  revolting,  but  it  is  at 
the  same  time  of  such  importance  to  the  health  of  the  community 
that  it  must  be  enforced  upon  the  public  attention  again  and  again. 
Any  measure  for  the  health  of  the  metropolis  which  shall  not  include 
as  one  of  its  principal  features  an  absolute  veto  upon  intramurai  in'- 
termenty  will  be  incomplete  and  ineffective.  Let  no  one  deceive  him- 
self v/ith  the  idea  that  however  fortunately  he  may  be  placedj  he  is 
preserved  from  the  danger  of  infection  from  this  lource^'^ 
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At  a  recent  court  of  common  council  in  London,  Mr.  Anderton 
moved  ^*  that  the  court  do  petition  parliament  to  pass  an  act  to  pro- 
hibit the  interment  of  the  dead  in  churches  and  church^yards,  within 
the  city  of  London,  and  other  large  cities  and  towns.  The  motion 
was  carried  by  acclamation.  Mr.  Anderton,  in  supporting  his  mo- 
tion, spoke  of  the  horrors  that  accumulated  at  the  very  doors  of  the 
citizens.  .  He  showed  by  statistical  documents  that  by  burying  the 
dead  in  the  city,  the  seeds  of  pestilence  and  death  were  scattered 
amoDgst  the  living."  ' 

Dr.  Lynch  supported  the  motion,  and  remarked  "  that  two  thou- 
sand years  ago  the  Roman  commonwealth  passed  laws  against  bury- 
ing in  cities.  He  wondered  how  so  frightful  a  practice  as  burying 
in  cities,  which  produced  such  horrible  effects,  could  have  been  so 
long  tolerated.  The  proportion  of  twelve4hirteenihs  of  the  dead  hu" 
man  body  was  dissipated  in  the  air  we  breathe^  and  disease  was  daily 
resulting  from  exposure  to  the  foul  and  pestilential  exhalation  of  the 
grave-yard.  The  festering,  putrid  matter  was  allowed  unrestricted 
vent  and  diffusion  every  time  a  grave  was  opened."  Dr.  Lynch 
further  pointed  to  the  narrow  plot  of  ground,  reeking  with  pestilence, 
heaped  with  the  remains  of  centuries  of  decay,  its  soil  supersaturated 
with  sulphuric,  hydrogen  and  carbonic  acid  gas,  its  surface  strewed 
with  bones  and  moist  with  matter,  and  exhalations  alike  disgusting 
to  the  senses  and  destructive  to  health.  In  summer  the  smell  from 
the  vaults  was  easily  perceptible  in  many  of  the  best  churches. 
People  often  returned  home  from  them  afflicted  with  headaches,  vo- 
miting, and  fainting  fits.  The  house  of  Ood  was  thus  filled  with 
poisonous  emanations;  it  was  in  fact  a  charnel-house,  and  the  grand- 
eur of  the  sanctuary  was  made,  by  the  present  abominable  system,  to 
have  an  interest  in  its  pollution." 

The  experience  of  Paris  on  this  subject  is  also  instructive.  The 
legislature  of  France,  in  1773,  alarmed  by  the  disease-spreading  ex- 
halations which  arose  from  interments  in  churches  and  church-yards, 
interfered  and  forbid  interments  in  the  Cemetery  of  the  Innocents, 
and  in  a  few  years  all  the  burial  places  in  the  interior  of  the  French 
metropolis  were  closed;  and  now  the  rural  cemeteries  of  Montmatre, 
on  the  north,  and  Pere  La  Chaise,  on  the  east,  receive  and  hold  the 
dead  from  the  capital  of  France. 

The  details  of  the  disgusting  manner  in  which  interments  are  con- 
ducted in  times  of  unusual  mortality  have  often  appeared  in  the  pub- 
lic prints  and  joornab  of  the  day«    Let  a  single  extract  suffice  for 
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tim  purposes  of  this  report:  **  The  cofona'  was  yesterday  called  upon 
to  visit  the  Catholic  boryiog-ground,  (potters'  field.)  The  coroner, 
while  on  the  gpx)iind  took  occasion  to  look  at  the  mode  of  burial  in 
this  cemetery,  and  his  investigations  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  a 
number  of  trenches,  abont  one  hundred  feet  long,  twenty  feet  deep, 
and  about  seven  ieet  wide.  Into  these  trenches  the  coffins  are  placed 
in  layers,  and  not  covered  with  earth  until  the  trenches  are  filled. 
There  were  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  these  coffins  exposed  to 
view.  Somebody  surely  is  obnoxious  to  loud  censure.  It  is  indeed 
shameful.^' 

On  this  subject  a  letter  was  received  by  the  committee  from  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  highest  standing  and  undoubted  veracity,  in  which  he 
says:  "  In  the  6th  avenue,  near  to  12th  street,  last  summer  the  corpses, 
daring  the  cholera,  were  piled  under  a  small  church,  until  the  human 
putrescence  run  out  in  streams.  Death  from  cholera  occurred  in  the 
adjcining  houses,  and  so  extensive  was  the  deathly  miasma  arising 
from  the  deposit,  that  the  neighbors  were  obliged  to  and  did  move 
away;  and  at  the  dbtance  of  blocks,  citizens  were  obliged  to  shut 
down  their  windows,  ttiough  stifling  with  oppressive  heat.  The  cho- 
lera in  this  vicinity  was  prevalent  and  fatak" 

A  report  was  made  in  1849  by  the  general  board  of  health  in 
England,  repudiating  the  theory  of  conlagum^  and  contending  that 
the  diseases  heretofore  suf^>osed  to  be  contagious  are  not  in  truth 
communicable  from  one  person  to  another  by  contact,  that  the  virus 
cannot  be  transported  in  merchandize,  but  that  the  plague,  typhus, 
yellow  fever,  scarletina,  influenza  and  cholera,  are  all  fevers  depend* 
ing  on  certain  atmospheric  conditions,  obeying  similar  laws  of  diffu- 
sion, infecting  the  same  sort  of  localities,"  &c« 

The  truth  of  the  report  just  quoted  would  seem  to  be  strongly  for- 
tified and  sustained  by  the  well  known  fact  that  the  cholera  and  yel- 
low fever  are  unknown  upon  the  mountains  of  the  interior.  Where 
the  air  is  pure  these  dangerous  diseases  never  come.  They  make 
their  fiiist  appearance  either  in  the  crowded  hold  of  the  diip,  where 
filth  and  miasma  abound,  or  in  the  vilest  localities  in  cities,  where 
pestilential  vapors  float  in  every  passing  breeze,  and  where  putrid 
exhalations  from  hecatombs  of  human  dead  furnish  the  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  that  is  in  fact  the  angel  of  death. 

The  deposit  of  the  dead  in  the  city  grave  is  anythmg  but  coosign- 
ing  th^n  to  quiet  ud  undisturbed  repose.    Tiae  car  of  improvement 
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and  progress  turns  not  aside  from  the  habitations  of  the  living  or  the 
resting  place  of  the  dead.  The  opening  of  streets  or  the  grading  of 
the  surface  is  not  arrested  on  reaching  the  "  settlements"  of  the  buried 
dead.  The  grave-yards  are  torn  up  from  their  foundations.  The 
mouldered  remains  of  the  once  venerated  but  now  fogotten  dead  are 
disturbed  in  their  narrow  home,  and  the  coffin,  the  robe,  and  the  more 
sacred  dust  of  the  body,  is  sold  at  six  pence  a  load,  to  fill  up  a  new 
dock  in  the  metropolis;  the  bones  are  ground  up  for  manuring  the 
exhausted  soil,  while  upon  the  sides  of  the  street  coffins,  in  tiers,  lie 
exposed,  their  contents  strewn  upon  the  ground,  ^d  the  skulls,  jaws 
and  other  bones  are  crushed  beneath  the  feet,  a  nuisance  to  the  vi- 
cinage and  a  disgrace  to  humanity  itself. 

Your  committee  cannot  of  course  be  expected  to  present  much  that 
is  new  or  unknown  in  cities  in  relation  to  this  subject.  They  have 
not  the  requisite  professional  ^kill  derived  from  long  years  of  study 
or  practice,  to  enable  them  to  trace  the  effects  of  malignant  and  epi- 
demic diseases  to  their  causes.  They  do  not  belong  even  to  the 
medical  profession,  and  the  memorials  in  these  cases  have  been  rather 
inappropriately  referred  to  them.  It  would  be  unwise  and  unsafe  for 
the  committee  to  advance  opinions  or  theories  of  their  own  upon  a 
subject  so  deeply  interesting  to  mankind.  They  can  but  repeat  and 
refer  to  that  which  more  able  and  distinguished  men  have  written. 
Even  in  discharging  that  humble  duty,  they  are  compelled  by  the 
want  of  time  and  space,  to  compress  and  condense  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, consistent  with  a  fair  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  them. 

The  committee  have  no  motive  but  to  promote  the  public  health 
and  general  good.  They  feel  anxious  to  foster  the  feeling  of  vene- 
ration for  the  home  of  the  *^  sainted  dead/'  so  long  and  so  fondly, 
cherished  by  the  American  people.  Those  affections  that  cluster  oveip 
the  graves  of  the  loved  and  departed  are  among  the  purest  and  most 
holy  that  the  human  heart  can  feel.  No  stains  of  interest  or  of  earth 
can  commingle  with  them.  They  live  deep  in  the  heart's  most  sacred 
cell,  purifying  it  from  the  defilements  of  earth,  weaning  the  soul  from 
the  cares  and  vicissitudes  of  this  life,  and  pointing  its  hopes  to  a 
brighter  and  better  one  beyond  the  grave.  These  are  among  the 
strongest  incentives  to  virtue  and  to  piety.  Let  them  remain  and 
strengthen  then  while  time  shall  last  or  the  earth  endures. 

Nothing  can  do  more  to  foster  these  sacred  hopes  than  the  discon- 
tiimance  of  the  baneful  practice  of  burying  the  dead  in  cities  and 
large  towlis,  and  the  establishment  of  rural  cemeteries,  away  from  the 
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noise  of  busj  life.  There  the  heart  of  the  bereaved  can  pour  forth 
its  incense  in  the  still  solitude  of  its  own  bereavement  There  the 
hand  of  affection  may  bring  its  offering  of  flowers  to  deck  the  grave 
of  the  departed.  There  the  bereaved  mourner,  beneath  the  twinkle 
of  ^  cold)  unsympathizing  stars/'  in  the  still  night,  may  hold  com- 
munion with  the  spirit  of  the  loved  and  lost;  and  there  the  hope 
shall  gr6w  that  when  ^'  life's  fitful  fever"  is  ended,  the  severed  shall 
re-unite  in  heaven. 

The  vast  importance  of  the  subject  to  every  growing  town  and 
village  in  the  State  has  alone  induced  the  committee  to  make  a  writ- 
ten report  in  this  case.  They  deemed  it  their  duty,  when  the  ques- 
tion was  before  them,  to  seize  the  opportunity  to  spread  a  few  of  the 
facts  before  the  public  at  large.  Their  object  has  been  to  awakea 
inquiry  upon  a  matter  that  should  interest  the  State.  If  they  shall 
have  succeeded  in  doing  this,  their  object  and  design  will  be  attained. 
There  is  no  time  better  than  the  present  to  begin  a  work  of  reform. 
The  public  mind  is  as  ripe  for  it  now  as  it  ever  will  be,  wherever 
the  people  are  informed  upon  the  subject.  And  where  the  question 
has  never  been  discussed,  this  report  may  aid  to  bring  it  into  life. 
Taste,  neatness,  feeling,  propriety  and  health  alike  demand  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  should  be  granted. 

The  petitions  before  us  come  in  the  main  from  three  localities. 
The  committees  have  not,  therefore,  felt  themselves  at  liberty  to  re- 
port a  general  law  embracing  the  whole  State,  but  have  confined 
its  operation  to  the  localities  that  ask  it  Even  to  this  they  have 
attached  some  exceptions;  but  they  believe  the  day  is  not  distant 
when  the  practice  of  burying  the  dead  in  graves,  or  depositing  in 
vaults,  public  or  private,  in  cities  and  large  towns,  will  be  entirely 
prohibited  by  law.  Your  committee,  therefore,  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  in  accordance  in  part  with  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  bill  to  pay  W.  W, 
Niles  for  the  loss  of  his  property  on  Long  Island 
Farms. 

The  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  William  W.  Niles,  for  the  destruction  of  certain  property 
on  Long  Island  farms,  in  May,  1847|  bare  had  the  same  under  con- 
nderatioa.  The  committee  has  been  aided  in  its  deliberations  by  the 
following  letter  from  Hon«  John  C.  Spencer,  on  the  subject  of  this 
claim,  and  of  the  obligation  of  the  State  to  pay  the  same,  viz : 

Mr,  William  W.  Niles  : 

Si& — ^I  have  examined  the  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the 
Senate,  (Senate  Doc  No.  31,  of  1849,)  appointed  to  examine  your 
claim  for  the  destruction  and  waste  of  certain  buildings  leased  by 
you  to  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  and  the  report  of  the 
Attorney  General  (Senate  Doc.  No.  61,  of  1850,)  upon  the  subject, 
and  at  your  request  proceed  to  give  you  my  views  ufion  the  nature 
and  extent  of  your  claim  and  of  the  mode  in  which  provision  for 
your  remuneration  may  be  made  by  the  Legislature  without  violating 
private  rights  or  constitutional  injunctions. 

The  question  is  somewhat  new  and  peculiar  and  may  therefore  re- 
quire more  zmple  discusrion  than  is  usual. 
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A  brief  statement  of  facts,  taken  from  the  report  of  the  committee, 
is  necessary  to  a  proper  consideration  of  the  subject.    You  were  the 
owner  of  certain  extensire  buildings  in   Newtown,  on  Long  Island, 
which  in  May,  1847,  you  leased  to  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration 
for  two  months,  at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  dollars  per  month ;  of 
which  they  paid  you  one  month's  rent  in  advance.     At  the  time  and 
previous  to  the  leasing,  the  commissioners  were  apprised  of  a  high 
state  of  excitement  among  the  people  in  the  vicinity  against  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  buildings  for  sick  emigrants.     You  seem  also  to  have 
had  some  apprehensions,  and   took  every  reasonable  precaution  that 
humanity  could   dictate,  in  consulting  two  eminent  physicians,  who 
had  previously  had  charge  of  hospitals  and  were  well  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  ship  fever,  and  who  advised  you  that  no  injury  could 
ensue  to  the  neighborhood,  with  proper  care,  from  such  a  use   of  the 
buildings.    Although  you  had  leased  the  buildings,  yet  with  a  com- 
mendable prudence  you  sent  your  son  and  hired  man  to  guard  them 
during  the  night  when  they  were  attacked.    This  Was  not  done  iti 
your  character  of  owner  or  occupant,  for  the  arrangement  between 
you  and  the   commissioners  was  complete,  and  they  were  the   legal 
occupants.    That  the  commissioners  themselves  did  not  adopt  any 
similar  precautions,  although  abundantly  wamtrd  of  their  necessity,  is 
a  material  fact,  entering  much  into  the   question   of  negligen&e. 
These  buOdings  were  assailed  and  destroyed  by  a  riotous  mob  oJT  one 
hundred  or  more  persons,  while  they  were  thus  ih  the  possession  of 
the  commissioners.     And  this  destruction  was  caused  by  th^  act  of 
the  commissioners,  as  the  agents  of  the  State,  in  appropriating  the 
buildings  to  the  relief  of  sick  emigrants. 

Here,  then,  was  an  act  of  Waste  by  which  yaa  have  sastained  great 
losa^  and  the  question  is,  wbo  is  responsible  for  that  loss  t 

I  think  I  can  satisfy  any  reasonable  person  that  if  the  commission- 
ers had  been  acting  in  their  individual  capacities,  they  would  have 
been  personally  liable  to  you  for  this  waste. 

Bladcstone  in  his  ®nd  Comttkentaries,  p.  S83,  states  that  "bj^  the 
al^dent  common  law,  waste  wais  not  punishable  wheh  committed  hf 
tenants  for  life  or  years,  on  the  grotmd  that  as  the  tenants  occupied 
by  agreement,  provision  for  waste  could  be  made  in  the  lease,  and  if 
not  thus  provided  for,  it  was  the  fault  of  the  lessor.  He  then  pro- 
ceeds :  ^<  But  m  favor  of  the  owners  of  the  inheritance  the  statutes  of 
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Marlbridge,  52  Hen.  Ill,  ch.  23,  and  of  Goucester,  6  Ed.  1,  ch.  5, 
provided  that  the  writ  of  waste  should  lie  not  only  against  tenants  by 
the  curtesy  or  those  in  dower,  but  against  any  farmer  or  other  that 
holds  in  any  manner  for  life  or  years.  So  that  for  above  five  hun- 
dred years  all  tenants  merely  for  life  or  for  any  less  estate,  have  been 
punishable  and  liable  to  be  impeached  for  waste,  both  voluntary  and 
permissive,  unless  their  leases  be  made,  as  sometimes  they  are,  with« 
out  impeachment  of  waste,"  &c.  The  English  statutes  referred  to 
by  Blackstone,  were  re-enacted  in  this  State  in  1787,  see  vol.  1, 
Rev.  Laws  of  1813,  p.  62^  and  they  were  condensed  and  incorporate 
ed  in  the  Revised  Statutes,  see  vol.  2,  p.  334,  p.  458, 3d  ed. 

Blackstone  speaks  of  two  kinds  of  waste,  voluntary  and  pennish 
flive.  The  first  is  where  the  tenant  does  the  act  directly  ;  the  ether, 
where  he  suffers  it  to  be  done,  or  does  not  prevent  it.  Thus,  Coke 
says,  (Co.  Litt.,  536,)  burning  of  the  house  by  negligence  or  miV 
ciance^  is  waste.  The  history  of  the  law  on  the  subject  is  given  in 
Hargrave  and  Butler's  notes  upon  Coke  Littleton,  note  377  to  53  a, 
thus :  ^^  At  common  law  lessees  were  not  answerable  to  the  landlords 
for  acddental  or  negligent  burning  ;  then  came  the  statute  of  Glou- 
cester, which  by  making  tenants  for  life  or  years  liable  for  waste 
without  any  exceptions,  consequently  rendered  them  amenable  for 
destruction  by  fire.  Thus  stood  the  law  in  Lord  Coke's  time,  but 
now  the  6  Ann.  ch.  31,  exempts  all  personsfront  action  for  accidental 
fire  in  any  house,  except  in  case  of  special  agreement  between  land- 
lord and  tenant."  The  statute  of  Anne  has  never  been  enacted  in 
this  State.  > 

But  before  the  passage  of  that  statute  exceptions  and  qualifications 
of  the  liability  of  tenants  had  been  introduced.  The  following  posi- 
tions are  taken  from  Yiner's  Abridgement,  Wa&tel:  If  a  house 
fall  by  tempest,  he  (the  tenant)  shall  be  excused.  The  same  law,  ii 
the  house  be  dejected  by  a  great  wind.  So,  if  a  house  be  abated  by 
lightning.  But  if  a  house  be  burnt  by  negligence  or  mischance,  it 
is  waste. 

Same  title^  K.  If  strangers,  enemies  of  the  kin^,  destroy  a  house, 
or  by  sudden  tempest  it  be  burned  down,  waste  does  not  lie.  But, 
conlraj  if  it  be  by  enemies,  traitorous  subjects  of  the  king. 
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Same  title  E.  If  a  stranger  commits  the  waste,  yet  an  action  of 
waste  lies  against  the  lessee ;  for  in  a  trespass  he  (the  lessee)  shall 
recover  his  damages  against  the  stranger.  Sanie,  in  a  note,  quoting 
1  Inst.  145,  146  :  ^^The  statute  of  Marlbridge  prohibits  that  farmers 
shall  not  do  waste,  and  yet,  if  they  suffer  a  stranger  to  do  waste  they 
shall  be  charged  with  it,  for  it  is  presumed  in  law  that  the  former  may 
withstand  it.  Et  qui  non  obstaty  quod  ohstare  potest  facere  videtur. 
[He  who  does  not  oppose  what  he  may  oppose,  is  deemed  to  have 
done  it.]  2ndly.  The  law  doth  give  every  man  his  proper  actiun, 
SD  as  that  none  of  them  be  without  due  remedy  ;  and  therefore  in 
this  case  the  lessor  shall  have  his  action  of  waste  against  the  lessee, 
and  the  lessee  his  action  of  trespass  against  him  who  did  the  waste, 
and  so  the  loss  as  reason  requires  in  the  end,  shall  be  upon  the  wrong 
doer ;  and  if  the  lessor  should  not  have  his  action  of  waste,  he  would 
be  without  remedy.'^ 

"A  termor  shall  be  be  punished  for  waste  done  by  a  stranger,"  ci- 
ting Fitz.  Nat.  Brev.  60  G. 

The  above  doctrine  confirmed  in  Co.  Litt.  54  a.  ^^  But  tenant  by 
the  curtesy,  tenant  in  dower,  for  life,  years,  &c.,  shall  answer  for 
the  waste  done  by  a  stranger,  and  shall  take  their  remedy." 

Buller  J.  in  his  treatise  on  trials  at  Nisi  Prius,  p.  120,  says,  ^^  Nei- 
ther will  it  be  any  defence  that  a  stranger  did  it,  for  if  the  plaintiff 
should  not  have  his  action  of  waste,  he  would  be  without  remedy, 
and  the  defendant  may  bring  trespass  against  the  stranger  and  re- 
recover  his  damages." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  risk  of  tenants  of  houses  is  precisely  like 
that  of  carriers,  which  is  thus  stated  by  Story  J.  in  his  treatise  on 
Bailments,  sec.  510;  "  the  risk  of  all  losses,  except  by  the  act  of  God 
or  the  king's  enemies."  The  expression  act  of  God,  denotes  natural 
accidents,  such  as  lightning,  earthquakes  and  tempests;  or  as  Lord 
Mansfield  defined  it,  "  the  act  of  God  means  something  in  oppoation 
to  the  act  of  man." 

Sec.  526.  ^^  What  are  and  what  are  not  losses  by  the  king's  ene- 
mies. By  enemies  is  to  be  understood  public  enemies,  with  whom 
the  nation  itself  is  ;at  open  war;  and  not  merely  robbers,  thieves,  or 
other  private  depredators,  however  much  they  may  be  deemed  in  a 
moral  sense,  at  war  with  [^society.    Losses,  therefore,  which  are  occa- 
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rioned  by  robbery  on  the  highway,  or  by  the  depredatioRS  and  vio- 
lence of  mobs,  rioters  and  insurgents,  &c.,  are  not  deemed  losses  by 
enemies  under  the  meanimr  of  the  exception."  These  definitions  are 
obviously  equally  applicable  to  the  same  terms,  wherever  used,  and 
when  Coke  upon  Litt,  63,  says,  that  the  defendant  may  give  in  evi- 
dence that  the  destruction  of  the  house,  &c.,  happened  by  lightning, 
tempest,  the  king^s  enemies,  or  other  inevitable  accident,  the  same 
meaning  must  be  given  to  the  terms  he  uses  as  in  other  cases. 

And  this  liability  of  the  tenant  is  wholly  independent  of  any  agree- 
ment between  him  and  the  lessor.  Saunders  Rep.  by  Williams,  2nd 
vol.,  252,  (c.)  note  7.  The  editor  says,  speaking  of  the  action  on 
the  case  in  the  nature  of  waste:  ^^but  it  is  now  become  the  usual  ac- 
tion as  well  for  permissive  waste  as  voluntary  waste;  and  when  the 
lessee  even  covenants  not  to  do  waste,  the  lessor  has  his  election  ei- 
ther to  bring  an  action  on  the  case,  or  of  covenant,  against  the  lessee 
for  waste  during  the  term,"  citing  2  Black.  Rep.,  1111.  All  the  au- 
thorities referred  to,  show  that  this  liability  for  waste  attaches  in  con- 
sequence of  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant,  and  irrespective  of 
any  agreement  between  them,  except  the  agreement  that  the  tenant 
shall  not  be  liable  or  impeachable  for  waste. 

The  same  case  in  Black.  Rep.,  above  quoted,  decides  that  the  ac- 
tion may  be  brought  after  the  expiration  of  the  term.  As  to  what  is 
"a  tenancy  for  years,"  Black.,  2  Com.  140^  says:  "  if  the  lease  be 
but  for  half  a  year,  or  a  quarter,  or  any  less  time,  the  lessee  is  re- 
spected as  a  tenant  for  years."  P.  143,  ^^  Every  estate  which  must 
expire  at  a  period  certain  and  prefixed,  by  whatever  words  created, 
is  an  estate  for  years." 

I  think  it  must  now  be  evident  that  the  commissioners  of  emigra- 
tion would  have  been  liable  as  individuals  for  the  destruction  of  the 
buildings  hired  by  them  and  under  their  charge  and  care.  The  cir- 
cumstances would  justify  the  inference  that  they  were  liable  on  the 
ground  of  negligence  for  not  adopting  those  precautions  which  a  pru- 
dent aian  under  the  like  circumstances,  would  have  taken  to  guard 
the  property.  But  they  were  at  all  events  responsible  for  the 
buildings,  and  it  has  been  abundantly  shown  that  they  are  not  excus- 
ed by  the  fact  that  the  waste  was  committed  by  strangers  or  by  a  tu- 
multuous mob.     In  ordinary  cases  the  reascHi  and  natural  equity  of 
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the  case  would  impose  this  responsibtlity.  He^irfio,  fbr  Kire  and  his 
own  benefit,  takes  the  teraporarj  possession  and  charge  of  another's 
property,  and  has  such  a  control  over  it  that  he  could  keep  the  origi- 
nal owner  himself  from  all  interference  with  it,  must  from  the  very 
nature  of  his  undertaking,  have  all  the  responsibilities  of  the  owner 
for  the  time  being.  More  strongly  does  this  reason  apply  to  a  case 
where  the  occupation  is  the  very  cause  of  the  loss,  and  where  the  les- 
sees are  acting  as  public  agents,  and  posscssedof  extraordinary  means- 
to  repel  a  riotous  attack. 

The  next  question  is,  how  far  is  the  State  responsible  for  the  acts* 
or  omissions  of  the  commissioners  of  emigration^ 

The  commissioners  were  general  agents  in  a  particular  business. 
Story  on  agency.  Sec.  22,  in  such  case^  the  principal  is  bound  by  the 
acts  of  the  agent  within  the  scope  &f  his  authority,  although  he  vio- 
lates his  private  instructions.  And  in  case  of  a  special  agency,  the 
principal  is  also  liable  for  the  acts  of  the  agent  within  his  authority* 
As  the  power  to  hire  these  buildings  was  clearly  within  the  authori- 
ty of  the  commissioners,  it  is  not  material  whether  they  were  general 
or  special  agents;  although  in  reference  to  this  subject  the  commis* 
sioners  were  undoubtedly  general  agents^  The  law  on  this  subject^, 
says  Story  on  agency,  Sec.  308,  is  the  same  as  that  between  ma&»ters 
and  servants.  The  master  is  always-  liable  to  third  persons  for  the 
misfeasances  and  negligences,  and  omissions  of  duty  in  all  cases  of  the 
servant  acting  within  the  scope  of  his  employment.  If  then,  the  com- 
missioners would  be  liable  for  the  destruction  of  these  buildings  on 
their  contract  of  hiring,  then  the  principal  is  responsible,  by  virtue  of 
their  appointment  by  him.  If  they  would  be  liable  on  the  ground  of 
negligence  and  omission,  in  the  manner  of  performing  their  duties, 
then  also  is  the  principal  clearly  responsible. 

Upon  these  principles,  I  think  the  Legislature  are  under  a  legal 
obligation  to  provide  a  inode  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  the  loss 
and  injury  sustained,  and  of  paying  it.  Whether  the  payment  should 
be  made  out  of  the  emigration  fund  or  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the 
State  is  a  proper  question  for  legislative  decision.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  fund  created  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  sick  emigrants 
should  bear  the  charges  and  incidents  occurring  in  its  administration. 
But  whichever  fund  is  sobjeoted  to  the  burden,  the  payment  wiU 
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clearly  be  the  discharge  of  an  obligation,  and  not  a  gratuity,  and 
therefore  requires  only  the  usual  majority  to  pass  the  proper  bill. 

The  testimony  of  builders,  reported  by  the  committee,  fixes  the 
value  of  the  buildings  destroyed,  with  considerable  precision,  while 
the  evidence  of  opinion  by  others,  who  you  think  are  prejudiced  as 
partizans  in  the  matter,  very  much  reduces  the  supposed  value.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  an  investigation  by  competent  and  disinter- 
ested persons,  upon  testimony  given  on  oath,  of  the  value  of  the 
buildings,  and  the  extent  of  the  damage  you  have  sustained,  must  be 
far  more  satisfactory  and  just,  than  the  fixing  any  precise  sum. 

J.  C.  SPENCER. 

Albany,  March  5, 1850. 

The  majority  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Mann  dissenting,  adopting  the 
reasoning  and  conclusions  of  said  letter,  ask  leave  sp  to  modify  said 
bill  as  to  make  it  read  as  follows,  and  as  modified  recommend  its 
passage. 

A.  C.  STONE, 
C.  CROLIUS. 

(See  Senate  bill  No.  185.) 


SbtHte  of  TXeit^^^ovfi^ 
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IN  SEMTE,  lAECH  16, 1850. 


BHPORT 

Of  the  Canal  Ouamissioiiers  on  the  several  eanals  other 

than  the  Erie. 

C^AL,  CoiDiiasiQinat's  OsncEf ) 
Albany^  March  S,  1850.         \ 

7b  tht  President  of  the  Senate : 

In  compliaikce  ^th  tiie  fblldwmg  retetufioi^-^ 

<^  Ijr  S£NAT£y  FA.  12»  1850U 
'^  JReio/oed,  That  the  Canal  GommissiQii^rs  be  cequegtod  to  report 
to  the  Senate  the  plan  or  plans  projected  or  adopted  since  Ist  of 
Jahuary,  1848,  for  the  enlargement  of  any  <if  the  State  oanals,  etber 
flmti  the  iirie  canal ;  or  of  any  channel,  siEwtion  ci  portioa  el  tU 
nrittt  iMk  or  hereafter  to  be  connect^  fheremtii;  (vbe^r  by  liaid 
|Ma  or  plana  comiected  theitewith,)  whether  by  said  plan  or  piana  or 
coniiectiaas  H^iA  odier  navigable  waters  are  to  be  discoiitib«ed|  iarf 
to  w4bat  eiEtent ;  the  location,  cost  or  esdmated  cost  of  each  fotHfiA 
now  under  contract ;  the  amount  done  and  remaining  to  be  done  ] 
the  law  by  which  authorized,  and  the  fund  out  of  which  the  cost  of 
€ach  is  payable ;  also  a  description  of  the  plan  and  estimates  oi  the 
cost  of  rebuilding  the  several  locks,  except  on  the  Erie  canal,  now 
under  contract,  of  the  original  and  of  the  enlarged  size ;  (he  change! 
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if  WBjj  in  tbcir  location ;  the  cost  of  Vring^  tbcin  into  use,  resnlt- 
mg  from  ndi  cbanges,  the  anlhority  for  the  ameiand  the  fiind  from 
nUch  the  coft  is  payable. 

<<B7  order, 
(Signed)  IW.  H.  BOO  ART,  CMcP 


Hie  Canal  Coamuaiioiieca  aabmit  the  following 

REPORT: 

That  the  Otwego  Canal  extends  from  Syracuse  to  Oswego,  a  dis- 
tance of  38/jV  nules,  IQ^V  miles  of  which  is  made  by  slack  water 
m  the  Osw^tf  and  Seneca  rivers,  and  18|Vt  miles  is  independent 
canal.  There  are  located  npon  it,  18  lift  locks,  6  guard  locks,  8 
dams,  1  aqueduct,  2  waste  weirs,  5  .culrerts,  4  double  trade,  16  an- 
gle track,  1  fann,  2  towing-paths,  and  6  change  bridges. 

This  nuTigation,  made  up  alternately  of  canal  and  river  is,  in 
many  places,  very  difficult  and  eiqienave  to  maintain. 


Act,  chap.  214,  Laws  of  1849,  is  in  the  following  words : 

^  The  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  appropriated  to  the 
Oswego  canal,  by  chapter  two  hundred  and  sixty-two,  laws  of  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  together  with  the  mterest 
accumulated  thereon,  is  hereby  re-appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of 
rebuildiDg  the  locks  on  said  canal,  as  fast  as  the  condition  of  said 
locks  shall  render  it  necessary  to  be  done. 

^  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  in  rebuilding 
the  locks  on  said  canal,  to  construct  them  of  the  size  of  the  enlarged 
locks  oki  the  Erie  canal ;  and  when,  in  their  opinion,  the  public  inte-. 
seat  will  he  promoted  thereby,  the  said  commissicmers  are  herdby 
attthorised  to  change  the  location  of  any  of  the  said  locks,  and  to 
diminish  their  number,  and  to  do  the  necessary  section  wodc  to  bring 
them  into  use. 

^  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Canal  Commisaonera  to  cause  accu- 
rate estimates  to  be  made  of  the  cost  of  rebuilding  said  locks  of  the 
present  dimensions,  and  also  of  6onstructing  the  enlarged  locks,  and 
whatever  the  expense  of  such  enlarged  locks  shall  exceed  the  eati- 
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mated  cost  of  locks  of  the  present  dimensions,  sball  be  paid  out  of 
the  money  hereby  re-appropriated ;  and  the  residue  of  such  cost, 
vith  the  cost  of  such  other  work  as  may  be  constructed  under  this 
acty  ishall  be  charged  to  ordinary  repairs." 

Owing  to  the  rapidly  failing  condition  of  the  combined  locks  No. 
9  and  10  at  FultoUi  and  lock  No.  16  at  the  ^^  high-dam/'  it  was 
found  necessary  to  prepare  the  work  for  letting  at  these  pointS|  as 
early  in  the  season  of  1849,  as  the  necessary  surveys  and  estimates 
could  be  made. 

For  this  purpose,  and  in  view  of  so  arrangmg  the  levels  as  to 
dispense  with  some  of  Ihe  structures  (should  the  plan  prove  practica- 
ble)^ the  portion  between  Oswego  falls  and  Oswego^  a  distance  of 
twelve  miles  was  sorvqred,  and  cjomparative  estimates  of  the  cost 
submitted ; 

1st.  On  the  plan  of  continuing  the  present  connection  of  the  canal 
with  the  river. 

5Sd.  On  the  plan  of  separating  it  from  the  river,  and  dispensing 
with  some  of  the  structures. 

The  work  now  under  contract  on  the  Oswego  canal  consists  of 
locks  No.  8, 9  and  10 ;  section  No.  27,  a  half  a  mile  in  length ;  two 
road  bridges  at  Fulton  ;  locks  No.  15,  16, 17  and  18  ;  sections  No. 
%!,  37,  37|  and  38,  each  a  half  mile  in  length ;  one  aqueduct,  and 
one  road  bridge  at  Oswego. 

The  river  portion  of  the  canal,  now  made  by  dam  No.  4,  at  Ful- 
ton,  is  half  a  mile  in  length,  and  embraces  the  main  part  of  the 
section  work  now  under  contract  at  that  point.  At  the  point  where 
the  old  canal  leaves  the  pond,  and  in  immediate  contact  with  it,  a 
mill-race  has  been  constructed,  on  which  a  large  milling  interest  is 
growing  up.  This,  together  with  the  machinery  at  each  end  of  the 
dam,  creates  a  large  demand  for  water.  Consequently,  much  difii- 
eidty  has  been  experienced  at  this  point  from  tiie  want  of  water  to 
moffbf  the  canal. 

Hie  new  line  at  Oswego  passes  over  the  river  portion  made  by 
dam  No.  8,  a  mile  and  a  half,  then  across  the  Oswego  Company's 
mill-race^  then  along  the  same  half  a  mile  to  the  termination  at  Os* 
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itego.  For  inkny  years  p»tt  serious  difficulties  hart  beeh  dtpeneiiciA 
on  this  portion  o^  tirt  Cftnal,  both  from  the  want  of  ijeat^,  wUcb  hfti 
been  drftWn  f6r  the  use  of  machinery  oh  the  rkce,  ahd  from  thl^  ^ 
ger  of  naTigating  it  in  consequence  of  the  turrent.  A  largfe  ainouift 
of  machinery  is  also  in  motion  on  the  west  side  of  the  riverj  and 
arawbg  water  from  the  same  source. 

Huch  has  been  said  in  former  reports  of  the  Canal  CommisidoiiferJI 
M  i^latidn  f d  it^  iiild  much  has  beeii  done ;  still  the  natigation  faa^  A 
all  times  been  difficult.  The  demand  for  water  at  thi^  jfoiht.  It  ik 
thought,  will  more  than  keep  pace  with  any  improvement,  diort  of  an 
entire  separation  of  the  canal  from  the  race. 

Th§  result^  fheirifrbVe,  iai  beeti  the  adoptidii  6t  i  phk  #hic1i,  #heil 
Mly  compleited^  #ill  dSis^nslB  with  one  dam  and  t^o  guard  locU  i\ 
Fulton,  one  dam,  one  guard  lock,  and  two  change  bridges  at  OswfegO*, 
making  an  entire  separation  of  the  canal  from  the  rirer  at  Fultoa  bj 
constructing  an  independent  canal  through  the  pond,  and  at  Oswego 
by  an  independent  canal  from  the  ^^  high  dam,"  crossing  the  Oswego 
company's  mill-race  and  canal  by  an  aqueduct. 

The  estimates  of  the  engineer  are  for  an  enlarged  canal  of  62  feet 
width  at  bottom  and  7  feet  water.  The  line  follows  a  tide  hill  the 
greater  part  of  the  distance  from  the  high  dam  to  the  terminirtiMi  at 
Oswego.  It  adds  but  little  to  the  Cost  of  conottudtion,  wbetklsf  the 
line  is  a  few  feet  nearer  or  farther  from  the  hilL  It  is  ittended  tO 
complete  that  portion  from  the  terminating  lock  tb  tlK  aqucdild  in  die 
city  of  Oswego,  of  the  enlarged  size,  a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile. 
This  being  done,  the  cttiisen^  c^  ibake  their  tractions  ftlong  the  Mme 
without  the  fear  bf  beihg  disturbed  by  this  Ststtis  in  tibibpletbg  thiesi 
tttfinished  portions  of  th^  canal  tbrough  dties  and  VilUig:es.  This  ii 
beliered  to  be  tot  the  nittual  interest  of  the  Stbte  and  tb^  land  6vm- 
^XB  adjoining  the  tanal. 

From  the  aqueduct  to  the  high  dam,  a  distahce  of  about  one  and  a 
half  miles,  the  embankment  will  be  raised  to  sufficient  height  to  giTa 
four  feet  of  water  for  navigation,  which  will  reduce,  considetably  tkt 
estimated  cost  of  thi^  work.  These  remarks  will  equally  apply  to 
(he  i96tk  tiirough  the  tillage  of  Fulton. 
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The  absence  of  the  Engmeer  preveals  us  from  stating  the  changes 
eot^tejDpplated  by  his  surveys^  in  the  locatiop  of  the  locks  between  0»- 
srjigp  and  Fulton,  but  the  ConunissLQuers  uncio^tand  that  their  prei^ 
eot  location  will  be  substantially  maintained. 

There  a.re  but  three  points  upon  this  canal  where  important  and  de- 
^rahj^  alterations  ^r^  required  ;  these  are  at  Oswego,  a,t  Fulton  and 
jSalipa  ^  these  alterations  the  Commissioners  hare  no  Jiesitation  in 
/f9jing|  the  public  interest  requires.  To  re-build  the  locks  at  those 
points  at  their  present  locations,  might  well  be  considered  a  waste  of 
money. 

TJie^e  improvements,  when  completed,  will  separate  the  prei^ent 
connection  with  the  river  at  Fulton  and  Oswego.  Locks  will  be  re- 
(piired  to  continue  this  connection,  but  as  the  Commissioners  have  no 
{K>w$r  t^.  construct  theqi,  none  l^ve  beep  provided  for. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  cost  of  re-building  the  locks 
now  under  contract  on  the  Oswego  canal  of  the  original  and  of  the 
enlarged  size  at  engineer's  estimated  prices : 

Coit  of  L  ockt  of         COft  of  Looks  of 
original  ^1^9.  onlsif^d  ttso. 

jauaxd  lock  No.  3, $14,506  QQ 

do         4, J2,071  OQ 

da          6, ,...  14,003.00 

liftlockNo.    8, 31,573  <ip  1*1,331  Op 

do          9, 16,018  00  23^92  00 

do        10, 16,018  flp  26,834  OJO 

do        15, 24,082  00  29,728  00 

do        16, 20,718  00  29,180  00 

do        17, 18,357  00  30,86100 

do        18, 18,357  00  86,745  00 

$185,703  00  $221,961  00 

-  .  .  , 

The  following  statement  shows  the  cost  of  re-buildmg  the  locks 
now  under  contract  on  the  Oswego  canal  of  the  enlarged  size,  the 
an^ount  done  and  remaining  to  be  done  : 
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Colt  of  locks  of 

enlarged  size  at    Pajmentt  made    Work  remainiiif 

contract  prioet*     on  work  done.         to  be  done. 

Lock  No.    8, $34^  00      $6,150  00        $28^30  00 

do       9, 27^96  00      10,615  00  16,681  00 

do     10, 24,100  00      11,060  00  13,040  00 

do  15, 24,101  00  24,101  00 

do  16, 22,440  00  1,230  00          2]  ,210  00 

do  17, 24,071  00  24,071  00 

do  18, 30,728  00  600  00         30,228  00 

$187,216  00     $29,555  00      $157,661  00 

Payments  on  the  above  work  are  made  under  act,  chap.  214,  Laws 
of  1849. 

A  statement  showing  the  cost  of  the  work  under  contract  on  the  Os> 
wego  canal  at  contract  prices,  necessary  to  bring  the  locks  into  uaci 
the  amount  done  and  remaining  to  be  done. 

Colt  at  contract    Pajrmenti  made    Work  remainia^ 
prices.  on  work  done.        to  be  done. 

Section  No.  27, $36^08  00  $630  00        $35,778  00 

do         36i,....^.  26,555  00  26,555  00 

do          37, 25,025  00  25,025  00 

do         37^, 19,555  00  366  00          19,190  00 

do          38^ 49^47  00  49,447  00 

Aqueduct  at  Oswego,. . .  27,600  00  360  00          27,250  00 

3  road  bridges  at  Fulton,  3,567  00  3,567  00 

1        do         at  Oswego,  1,929  00  1,929  00 

$188,741  00 
Moving  buildings, 523  00  523  00 

$190,086  00     $1,868  00     $188,218  00 

Payments  on  the  above  work  are  made  under  act,  chap.  2 14,  Laws 
of  1849. 

CAYUGA  AND  SENECA  CANAL. 

This  canal  is  23  miles  in  length,  extending  from  the  Erie  canal  at 
Montezuma  to  the  Cayuga  lake  at  East  Cayuga,  and  to  the  Seneca 
Isdbe  at  Geneva.  The  most  important  structures  upon  it  are  12 
locks,  fi  dams,  13  road,  1  farm,  and  27  towing  path  bridges. 
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The  navigation^  commencing  at  Montezuma,  is  made  up  of  an  hide- 
pendent  canal  to  East  Cayuga,  and  the  main  line  to  Seneca  lake  is 
made  up  of  alternate  portions  of  independent  canal  and  slack  water 
navigation  formed  by  dams  in  the  Seneca  river. 

The  locks  on  the  line  of  this  canal  were  constructed  of  wood,  aAd 
are  much  decayed;  they  require  the  greatest  c^re  to  preserve  them  in 
ft  condition  for  use. 

Act,  chap.  453,  Laws  of  1836,  provides  as  follows:, 

s 

'^  §  1.  The  Canal  Commissioners  diall,  as  soon  as  the  locks  on  the 
Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal  require  to  be|rebuilt,  rebuild  said  locks  in 
ft  substantial  manner  with  stone,  and  of  the  same  width  as  the  en- 
larged locks  on  the  Erie  canal." 

^  2.  Relates  to  die  Glens  Falls  feedec. 

Act,  Chap.  348,  Laws  of  1847,  provides  as  follows: 

'^  ^  1.  Whenever  in  the  opinion  of  the  Canal  CommisnonerS)  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  substitute  new  locks  for  the  old  locks  in  the  Cay- 
uga and  Seneca  Canal,  the  Commissioners  shall  cause  minute  esti- 
mates to  be  made  of  the  cost  of  rebuilding  the  lock  or  locks  on  the 
plan  prescribed  by  the  act  entitled  ^  an  act  for  the  construction  of  the 
locks  in  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  and  the  west  branch  feeder  of 
the  Champlain  canal,'  passed  May  26,  1836,  ani  also  minute  esti- 
mates of  the  cost  of  constructing  said  locks  of  composite,  of  the  same 
dimensions  of  the  enlarged  locks  on  the  Erie  canal,  which  estimates 
diall  be  submitted  to  the  Canal  Board,  and  when  approved  by  that 
board,  and  if  the  expense  of  the  composite  ^ocks  of  the  enlaced  mt 
shall  not  exceed  the  expense  of  the  stojie  locks  as  prescribed  by  the 
act  of  May  25,  1836,  aforesaid,  the  Canal  Commissioners  shall  pro- 
ceed to  construct  the  lock  or  locks  on  the  enlarged  plan,  and  the  cost 
thereof  shall  be  charged  to  the  fund  appropriated  to  ordinary  repairs. 

^^  §  2.  The  said  Commissioners  may  diminish  the  number  of  the 
said  locks,  or  alter  their  location,  if  in  their  judgment  the  interest  of 
the  State  will  be  promoted  thereby;  and  the  aggregate  expense  of  re- 
constructing the  necessary  locks  and  putting  said  canal  in  navigable 
condition  will  not  be  increased  thereby." 
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Under  the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  acts,  the  Commissioners  be- 
lieving the  time  had  arrived  when  it  was  necessary  to  substitute  new 
locks  for  the  old  locks,  in  July,  1848,  directed  Charles  W.  Wentz,  a 
resident  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  State  to  make  a  survey  and  es- 
timate of  the  cost  of  constructing  the  locks  upon  the  plan  prescribed 
ky  the  Act,  (ship.  463|  Laws  of  1836,  and  also  an  estimate  for  con- 
gfameting  the  locks  of  composite  upop  the  plan  contemplated  bj  act, 
chap.  348,  Laws  of  1847. 

By  the  report  and  estimate  of  the  engmeer,  tiie  aggregate  cost  of 
constructing  the  locks  upon  the  plan  prescribed  by  the  act  of  1836| 
was  estimated  at  $188,769.64,  and  upon  the  componte  plan  pre- 
scribed by  the  act  of  1847,  the  aggregate  cost  was  astimated  at 
9199,416.07,  showing  a  difference  in  the  a^egate  in  foror  of  die 
composite  plan  of  $49,353.57. 

In  accordance  with  the  provision  in  the  act  of  1847,  the  estimates 
of  the  engineer  were  submitted  to  the  Canal  Board>  and  on  the  26th 
day  of  July,  1848,  the  following  acdon  was  taken  thereon  by  that 
Beard. 

^Tutidaff,  July  S5thj  1848. 
'^  Present,  the  Secretary  of  State,  Comptroller,  Treasurer,  Attorney 
Oeneral,State  Engineerand  Surveyor,  Commissioners  Cook  andBeadi. 

^^The  plans  and  estimates  for  substituting  new  locks  for  the  old 
iocks  on  the  Ga  juga  and  Seneca  canal  having  been  submitted  to  this 
'^oard  by  the  Canal  Commissioneis  as  required  by  the  act,  chap.  348, 
Idiws  of  1847,  ieouk  which  it  appears  that  the  cost  of  censtracting  all 
of  «aid  Ipekfl;  as  required  by  chap.  458,  Laws  of  1836,  is  $188,7fi9J64, 
and  the  cost  of  construttbg  said  locks  of  composite,  with  out  Atone 
wings^  hollow  quoins  and  recesses  of  the  dimensions  of  the  enlarged 
locks  on  the  Erie  Canal,  is  $139,416.07,  therefore  in  confonmty 
"^tix  the  provisions  of  said  act,  chap.  348,  Laws  of  1847, 

Ruolved,  That  this  board  approves  and  recommends  the  constrao- 
tion  of  the  composite  lock  of  the  same  dknensions  as  the  enlarged 
IxMks  on  the  Erie  canal." 

Conpections  with  the  navigable  waters  to  be  discontinued. 

This  canal  as  now  constructed  is  connected  by  a  race  at  the  foot  of 
the  upper  lock  in  Seneca  Falls,  with  the  pond  which  supplies  water 
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to  the  mills  of  Dows  and  Carj,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and 
Oatman  and  others  on  the  south  ade ;  by  this  race,  boats  pass  from 
the  canal  into  the  pond,  and  thus  have  access  to  the  mills  located  up<m 
it  for  loading  and  discharging  freight.    Thb  connection,  which  is 
important  to  those  mills,  can  only  be  sustained  by  constructing  a  lock 
of  4  feet  Eft,  through  wUdi  to  pass  boats  from  the  canal  to  thek 
race.    If  this  plan  should  be  adopted  it  would  keep  up  the  conoeo- 
tion  of  the  canal  with  the  race  and  slip,  and  at  the  same  time  prevent 
drawing  water  from  the  canal  for  milling  purposes ;  which,  although 
/  an  important  consideration  to  the  State,  the  Commissioners  have  no 

authority  to  construct  a  lock  for  such  purpose. 

CHANGES  IN  THE  LOCATION  OF  LOCKS. 

Lock  No.  1,  li  miles  fromi  Geneva  is  to  be  dispensed  with  under 
the  act,  chap.  313  Laws  of  1844. 

The  lock  at  Chamberlain's  between  Waterloo  and  Seneca  Falls,  is 
to  be  dispensed  with  by  raising  the  dam  at  Seneca  Falls,  and  raising 
the  towing  path  from  the  lock  to  Seneca  Falls  to  correspond ;  for  the 
estimated  cost  of  this  change,  see  estimates  annexed. 

The  only  additional  change  contemplated  by  the  plan  adopted, 
occurs  at  the  upper  lock  at  Seneca  Falls,  which  is  moved  up  the 
4anal  about  150  feet,  in  order  to  lengthen  and  improve  the  level  be- 
low. This  change  is  necessary  and  contemplated  by  both  plans ; 
no  separate  estimate  of  the  cost  consequent  upon  this  change  is 
made. 

Act,  chap.  213,  Laws  of  1849^  provides  as  follows : 

^^  I.  In  rebuilding  the  locks  on  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  cand, 
the  canal  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized,  if  they  shall  deem 
the  interests  of  the  State  to  require  it,  to  separate  this  canal  from 
Seneca  river,  and  construct  an  independent  channel  for  the  same, 
from  the  head  of  lock  number  nine,  below  Seneca  Falls,  to  the 
Montezuma  level,  crossing  the  Seneca  river  by  an  aqueduct,  thereby 
dispensing  with  the  rebuilding  of  three  locks. 

^^  ^  2.  The  expenses  incurred  under  this  act,  shall  be  paid  as  direct- 
ed by  chapter  three  hundred  and  forty-eight,  laws  of  one  thousand 
^ght  hundred  and  forty-seven." 
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By  the  authority  conveyed  in  the  foregoing  law,  the  Commissioners 
have  directed  the  necessary  surveys  and  estimates  to  be  made,  in  order 
to  ascertain  the  feasibility  of  the  proposed  improvement. 

The  length  of  this  improvement  is  about  3|  miles,  and  the  esti* 
mated  cost  of  the  woric  including  the  aqueduct  over  the  Seneca  river 
is  $128,877.37. 

The  estimates  are  for  a  canal  of  the  ordinary  size,  except  the  esti- 
mate for  the  aqueduct,  which  b  intended  to  conform  to  the  dimensions 
of  the  enlarged  canal. 

By  this  improvement,  three  lodes  are  dispensed  with,  (No.  9, 10 
and  11,)  and  about  3  miles  of  difficult  slack  water  navigation. 

The  payments  are  made  as  directed  by  the  act,  chap.  348,  Laws 
of  1847. 

Statement  showing  the  cost  of  work  completed,  also  the  estimated 
cost  at  contract  prices  of  work  now  constructing,  the  amount  paid^ 
and  remaining  to  be  paid  to  complete  the  work. 


Ho.  of  Lock.  LoootioM  Eittmtod  eott        Aaioam 

•t  oomrteipricof.  poM  bo  poM. 

S»k3.    Waterloo  completed, «3e>H63  8S       $36,863  S8 

A,  6  fc  7.    Seneca  Falls,  comtrneting, 6S»616  19         28,4fiO  69       $30,166  60 

.  $96,470  07        $66,30167       $30,166  60 

Statement  showing  the  estimated  cost  of  rebuilding  locks  8,  9,  10, 
11  and  12,  and  raising  the  Seneca  Falls  dam,  and  the  towing  path, 
so  as  to  dispense  with  the  Chamberlain  lock. 

No.  of  Location.  Eetinated  Aaoimta,       ^ 

Lock.  cost. 

8.  First  lock  below  Seneca  Falls,. . .     $14,611  00 

9.  Second    do  do        do  ...       11,683  00 

10.  River  crossing, 11,424  00 

11.  do        do      13,926  00 

12.  Cayuga  Lake  lock, • . .        14,659  00 

Raisdng  Seneca  Falls  dam,  &c.,. .         9^471  00 

$75,774  00 

Add  for  contingencies, 7,500  00 

$83,274  00 
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CHEMUNG  CANAL. 

The  work  now  in  progress  tipon  this  canal,  is  by  order  of  the 
Senatei  in  the  hands  of  a  select  committee.  It  may  therefor  be  con- 
ndered  improper  to  speak  of  it  in  this  report. 

All  of  which  is  retpectfolly  submitted, 

CHARLES  COOK, 
JACOB  HINDS, 

Canal  Commitiimera. 


StAtr  of  T!(t%»^^0rU 
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m  SENATE,  MAECH  20. 1850. 


«* 


RESOLUTIONS 

I 

la  relation  to  manorial  titles. 

lOffered  by  Mr.  CARROLL.] 

Whereas^  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New- York,  has  made 
a  decision  that  the  reservations  of  quarter  sales  or  fines  of  alienation, 
contained  in  the  leases  to  many  of  the  tenants  upon  certain  manorial 
lands  in  this  State,  are  illegal,  and  the  amount  of  money  collected 
without  authority  in  such  cases  is  represented  to  be  very  large  : 

Jlnd  ivhereasy  Great  numbers  of  such  tenants  are  praying  the  Le- 
gislature for  relief,  and  it  is  important  to  a  correct  understanding  and 
to  proper  action  upon  the  subject,  that  reliable  information  should  be 
had  as  to  the  extent  of  such  payments ;  therefore, 

lUsolvedj  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it 
■hall  be  to  inquire  diligently  into  the  amount  of  money  paid  by  the 
tenants  upon  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwick,  the  Livingston  manor, 
and  such  other  manor  or  manors  as  may  be  deemed  proper  points  of 
inquiry,  on  account  of  quarter  sales  or  other  fines  of  alienation  ;  that 
said  committee  have  power  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate, 
and  to  send  for  persons  and  papers ;  provided,  said  committee  shall 
report  to  the  Legislature,  early  in  the  next  session,  the  result  of  its 
mvesdgations ;  and  also,  upon  the  general  condition  of  such  mano- 
'  rial  districts  as  it  shall  have  occasion  to  visit ;  but  said  committee 
shall  have  no  charges  for  expenses  against  the  State. 

[Seaate,  Vo.  84.]  1  [u.n.  J 


I 


(Sutats 


LETTER. 


Hon.  Tbomas  B.  Carboll,  Senator]  ^c, : 

Sir, — ^In  accordance  "with  a  resolution  passed  at  a  mass  meeting  of 
tenants  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwick,  held  March  10th,  1850,  at 
West  Sandlake,  I  have  procured  and  now  give  you  a  few  facts  as  it 
respects  quarter  sales  and  extra  rents  which'  have  been  paid  to  Van 
Rensselaer,  on  a  few  farms  in  district  No.  1,  West  Sandlake,  viz  : 

1st.  On  the  farm  of  196  acres,  leased  to  William  Martin,  only  of 
of  which  98  acres  are  within  my  district,  and  which  have  been  sold  six 
times  during  the  last  sixty  years,  the  principal  and  interest  amount  to 
$1,165.64. 

2d.  On  a  farm  leased  to  William  Goslin,  of  150  acres,  no  quarter 
sale,  but  ^^  extra  rent''  when  sold,  which  has  been  sold  but  once,  the 
principal  and  interest,  up  to  the  present  time,  amounts  to  $75.30. 

3d.  On  a  farm  leased  to  Thomas  Johnson,  of  237  acres,  in  1790, 
ftnd  sold  three  times  up  to  1800,  (how  much  was  exacted  under  the 
first  two  sales  I  am  unable  to  say,  but  the  records  in  the  office  of 
William  P.  Van  Rensselaer  will  probably  show,)  but  the  sale  made 
in  1800  cost  seven  bushels  of  wheat  extra  rent  for  every  year  there- 
after, which  has  been  paid,  and  the  amount  of  principal  and  interest, 
up  to  the  present  time,  is  $12.89. 

4th.  On  a  farm  leased  to  William  Lappeas,  which  has  been  sold 
twice,  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  quarter  sales,  up  to  the  pre* 
sent  time,  amounts  to  $423.  That  part  of  the  farm  which  has  been 
sold,  and  on  which  the  quarter  sale  has  been  exacted,  is  about  90 
acres. 

6th.  On  a  farm  leased  to  Adam  Mott,  in  1795,  and  formerly  leased 
to  some  one  else,  to  me  unknown,  Mott  having  taken  a  new  lease  and 
paid  the  quarter  sale,  the  principal  and  interest  amount,  up  to  the 
present  time,  to  $218.25. 

6th.  On  a  farm  leased  to  Clapper,  under  a  quarter  tale,  and  sold 
three  different  times  up  to  1801,  the  exactions  under  the  fifst  two  sales 
I  aia  uiiable  to  ascertain,  bat  in  the  third  sale  the  quarter  sale  was 
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pud)  the  principal  and  interest  of  which)  up  to  this  time,  on  abc^iit  80 
acreS)  amount  to  $443. 

7th.  On  a  fann  leased  to  William  Howland,  of  100  acres,  under  a 
quarter  sale  lease,  and  which  has  been  sold  five  times,  what  was  ex- 
acted the  first  two  times  I  am  unable  to  find  out,  but  on  the  last  three 
sales  receipts  are  found,  on  which  the  principal  and  interest  to  the  pre- 
sent time  amount  to  $769. 

8th.  On  a  farm  leased  to  William  Hagerman,  of  112  acres,  which 
has  been  sold  but  once,  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  quarter  sale 
amount,  to  the  present  time,  to  $109. 

9th.  On  a  farm  of  69  acres,  leased  to  Amos  and  Enos  LoTelin,  one 
sale  has  been  made,  the  principal  and  interest  on  which  up  to  the 
present  time  amount  to  $628. 

10th.  On  a  farm  of  69  acres,  leased  to  Prince  Howland,  there  have 
heenfauf  quarter  sales  paid,  the  amount  of  which,  principal  and  in- 
terest, at  the  present  time,  is  $417.30. 

The  whole  number  of  acres  in  the  above  (in  part)  described  farms 
is  1,190.  The  land  is  contiguous  and  has  changed  hands  more  rarely 
than  other  portions  of  the  town. 

The  total  amount  paid  for  quarter  sales  and  extra  rents,  on  the 
above  niunber  of  acres,  including  simple  interest  up  to  the  present 
time,  is  $5,237.49. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  make  such  use  of  this  statement,  as  you  deem 
proper. 

WM.  CABMICHAEL. 
Wut  Sandlakty  I9<&,  I860. 
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REPORT. 

Of  the  committee  on  claims  upon  petition  of  Josiah  S. 

Kellogg. 

Mr.  Schoomnaker  from  the  coounittee  cm  claims  to  which  wa9 1^ 
ferred  the  Assembly  bill  entitled  '^  An  act  to  provide  for  the  apprais- 
al and  payment  of  canal  damages  to  Josiah  S.  Kellogg/'     •  ^ 

REPORTS : 

Tbift  the  eommiffee  hare  had  the  same  under  eonsidemtion  ilnd 
baTe  examined  the  report  made  by  the  committee  of  c!aims  in  tite 
Assembly  teipon  the  hitrodaction  of  said  bill  and  hare  made  such  oth^* 
er  ezaminationa  at  time  and  cireamstancet  have  permitted ;  and  your 
committee  would  state  that  they  find  that  the  papens  on  which  such 
report^  made  to  the  Assembly  and  now  before  your  committee^  do  ay* 
parently  substantiate  the  facts  alleged  in  such  report|  but  they  havQ 
also  found  in  such  papers  and  in  Assembly  document  No*  33^  of,  }843f 
addition«4  facts  whipb  have  led  your  committee  to  a  cooQlunon  direct* , 
ly  adverse  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  and  the  conclusions  of  said 
report  accompanying  such  bill, 

Your  committee  oa  such  exandnation  find  the '  fiicts,to  be  that  the 
Chenango  canal  crosses  the  lands  of  Jacob  Kellogg'.    That  on  the  41th 
day  of  Septend)er  1833,  after  the  surrey  of  Uie  route  of  the  canal,  he,  ' 
Jacob  KeUoggi  ez;eQUted  a  rel^^  to  the  state  in  the  followiug  words: 

"  Wh^fM  tb4  C9u^ComimmP9eT9^w  wsv^j\n^iiSwx^\  tputfs  for, 

the  Chenango  canal  pursuant  to  the  act  entitled  >^  An  act  for  the  coup- 
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fltractioii  of  the  Cboittigo  caul,''  puwd  Febrauy  88,  1833,  Imm 
torreyed  one  route  pasang  over  the  land  and  prec^isea  of  the  sabacri- 
ber,  now  therefore,  I,  the  subscriber,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging 
the  construction  of  said  canal  and  as  an  inducemenifor  determining  on 
tueh  nmie  and  termination  of  said  canal  as  will  pose  over  my  said  pre^ 
misesy  do  hereby  fully  and  absolutely  release,  acquit  and  discharge  the 
people  of  the  state  of  New-York  of  and  from  all  damages  which  I 
may  sustain  or  might  claim  in  consequence  of  the  construction  of  said 
canal,  its  feeders  and  their  appendages  on,  over  or  through  my  lands 
and  premises,  and  of  and  from  all  claims  and  demands  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  any  lands^  waters  or  streams  that  may  be  entered  upon,  taken 
or  appropriated  for  the  construction  or  use  of  the  Chenango  canal,  its 
feeders  and  their  appendages.'' 

It  is  alleged  m  the  petition  and  papers,  that  in  the  construction,  the 
route  of  the  canal  was  somewhat  changed  from  the  place  at  which  it 
was  originally  staked,  so  as  to  take  more  land  of  the  said  Jacob  Kel- 
logg, and  the  canal  bridge  was  located  at  a  pomt  varying  considera- 
bly from  that  originally  designed.  That  Jacob  Kellogg  was  dissatis- 
fied with  this  alleged  change  in  the  location,  and  expressed  his  dis- 
satisfaction with  it 

It  appears  further  from  public  documents  and  the  proceedings  of 
the  Canal  Board  and  canal  appraisers,  that  the  said  Jacob  Kellogg  in 
due  time  presented  his  claim  for  damages  for  such  construction  to 
the  canal  appraisers.  They  examined  the  claim  and  it  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Kelk^g  then  appealed  to  the  Canal  Board,  and  the  decision  of 
the  appraisers  was  by  them  affirmed. 

Here  the  claim  appears  to  have  rested  during  the  life  time  of  lib. 
Jacob  Kellogg,  and  such  decLdons  were  quietly  submitted  to  by  him. 
But  nnee  his  death  and  some  twelve  or  thirteen  years  after  the  oc- 
currence of  the  injury,  we  find  for  the  first  time  the  claim  revived  by 
the  executor  of  Mr.  Jacob  Kellogg,  in  an  application  made  to  the 
Legislature  in  January,  1848.  The  petition  was  introduced  into  the 
Assembly  and  unanimously  reported  against  by  the  committee  oa 
claims.  And  now  the  claim  is  again  brought  before  the  Legjblature 
and  the  bill  under  consideration  has  passed  the  Assembly. 

Tour  committee  are  of  opinion  from  the  preceding  hde  tiat  the 
eUm  shodd  not  be  allowed  and  the  Assembly  bill  should  not  pi«  in- 


to  a  law— finr  many  bbrioua  Kaaonty  ammig  wUcfa  are  tbe  CoUowing : 

1.  Hie  claim  haTing  been  a()jadicated  and  passed  up<Ni  by  the  ap- 
propriate tribunalsi  the  decinon  should  not  be  disturbed  at  this  dis- 
tance of  time. 

2.  The  release  of  Jacob  Kellogg  is  full  and  ampley  confining  the 
State  to  no  particular  route,  giring  it  a  free  passage  oyer  any  portion 
of  his  lands,  and  releanng  all  damages  of  every  land  and  nature^and 
without  any  resenration  or  restriction.  If  it  would  be  illegal  and  im- 
proper, as  it  undoubtedly  would  be  to  permit  parol  eyidence  to  con*- 
tradict  and  vary  the  terms  of  such  release  soon  after  the  execution  and 
during  the  life  time  of  the  grantor,  it  would  be  doubly  so  after  this 
lapse  of  time  to  permit  the  executor  of  the  grantor  after  his  death  to 
nullify  a  solemn,  written  and  executed  instrument  by  loose  parol  testi- 
mony and  the  uncertain  recollection  of  witnesses. 


passed 


into  a  law. 
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Sbtfitt  0t  TXtt»^^0VU4^ 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Canal  Board  in  answer  to  a  Resolution  of  the 

Senate. 

Cahal  Departmsmt,  I 
Mbanyy  March  13, 1860.  ] 

To  THK  PBXSmKMT  OF  THE  SCTATE  : 

In  answer  to  the  following  resolution  : 

<^  Ih  SxiTATS,  March  11, 1850. 

^  Rudvedj  That  the  standing  committee  on  claims  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Jared  B.  Moss,  and 
the  papers  accompanying  the  same,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to 
the  Canal  Board  for  adjustment,  and  that  they  report  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  what  legislative  action  is  required  to  enable  them  to  make 
mch  adjustment. 

"  By  order, 

«  (Signed.)  «  W.  H.  BOOART,  atrk/" 

The  Canal  Board 

REPORT : 

That  on  the  21st  day  of  NoTember,  1838,  James  Faulkner  and 
Jared  B.  Moss  entered  into  contract  with  the  Canal  Commissioners 
for  the  construction  of  section  No.  93  of  the  enlargement  of  the  Erie 
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canal.  That  the  work  was  suspended  by  act  chap.  114,  laws  of 
1842.  From  the  book  of  estimates  in  the  office  of  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners, it  appears  that  there  is  a  btlance  due  to  the  contractors ;. 
that  this  balance  is  for  work  done  by  the  contractors  after  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  public  works  under  the  law  of  1842  and  for  which  it  doe» 
not  appear  that  they  have  been  paid. 

A  final  account  for  the  ^vfoik  done  undd^  tfiis  cobtrad^  seems  tl> 
hare  been  made  out  by  the  engineer  then  in  charge,  but  the  work 
done  by  the  contractors  after  the  suspension  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  included  in  this  final  account. 

At  this  late  day.  enquiry  and  investigation  is  necessary  to  a  proper 
understanding  of  this  claim. 

The  present  law  is  sufficient  \o  authorize  the  final  settlement  of  this 
claim,  and  the  work  havuig  beeA  done  preticjus  to  June  1, 1846,  sCtagr 
balance  that  may  be  found  due  -must  b^  paid  from  the  Sinking  Fund 
applicable  to  the  discharge  of  the  canal  debt  as  it  existed  on  that  day. 

^1  which  is  respectfully  Mibmitted. 

CQRiSTOPHER  MOBOAN, 

•     Secretary  of  Slate. 
ALVAH  fiUNT, 

Treasurer. 
H.  C.  SEYMOUR,     . 

State  tln^r  and  Surveyor. 
WASfilNGftON  HUKT, 

'ComptroUer. 
CHAHLES  OOOK, 

Canal  Coffer. 
FREDERICK  FOLLEtT, 

Canal  Corner. 


Vi 
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TESTIMONY 

Taken  by  th^  Railroad  Committee  ia  relation  to  bridg- 
ing Lake  Champlauif 

In  SlclrAt%  Jtarch  8, 1880. 
Resctviiy  Hiat  tlie  stanXng  committee  6n  railroads  are  liereBjf 
reqmred  anci  authorized|  during  ttie  recess  of  the  Lej^ddtur^,  to  Visit 
Kouse^s  point  and  sucB  other  places  in  the  vidnity,  a)i  in  their  Jad^ 
ment  may  be  necessary,  in  relation  to  bridging  Lak6  Champlidn  kt 
Rouse's  point,  and  that  the  committee  import  to  the  Senate  st|ch  por- 
tions of  the  testimony  already  taken  by  them^  ts  in  their  judgment 
reqiures  preservation. 

In  obedkfcBee  to  the  foregoing  i«9oh«tiini,  Mr*  O^dd^s^  tnatk  Hm 
standing  committee  on  railroads  reports  the  following  testimony : 

(^qpteiii  Henfif  fWah^  8#ora  :  Has  il8vigttted  Ldte  daaB^Mto 
since  1819,  fai  all  dipAclties,  firolti  cook  t6  cftptfiin.  As  eiiplait^  fi^ii 
1830,  ha«  passed  Rovse^i  point  tin  times  a  vre^k  fet  soHie  y«ifS| 
thft  thorea  ate  low,  and  tfie  wbds  blow  hard,  partieilarly  the 
westerly  aad  sontherliy  ;  new  Tcsstls  can  pass  at  any  lime  >  if  thdia 
was  a  draw*bridge%  ssany  times  it  wolild  be  imposstbhs  for  Vesssil  ta 
pass^  pafticttlialy  ia  the  night ;  could  not  pais  a  dmw  sixty  or  i|evcia1|r 
feet  wide  with  a  head  wind,  without  resorting  to  something  besides 
suls ;  in  Strong  side  winds  it  would  be  dUEcult,  bttt  with  gentl^ 
wlnda  the  passage  might  be  made ;  sometimeU  Ib^re  is  a  hard  MtOt 
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frind  for  two  or  three  days ;  south  winds  prevail  in  the  spring  ;  there 
ia  enough  width  and  rake  for  the  wind  to  throw  up  as  much  sea  as 
the  depth  of  the  water  will  allow.  A  eteamboat  fifty-eight  feet  wide 
txgUi  not  safely  pass  a  70  foot  draw  in  a  gale  of  wind.  Has  not  been 
ID  the  habit  of  paanng  draw-briuges,  but  has  passed  through  narrow 
jnras.  Vessels  are  towed  by  steamboats,  sometimes  seventeen  vessels 
in  one  tow — some  abreast  and  some  astern  ;  such  a  tow  would  pro- 
bably take  half  a  day  in  passing  through  a  bri^ ;  a  part  of  the 
Tctaels  would  necessarily  be  taken  and  moored  in  some  safe  place, 
and  BO  on  until  all  were  through ;  this  is  true  of  good  weather,  in 
bwl  weather  it  could  not  be  done  at  all  These  vessels  towed  by 
■teamboata  do  not  generally  carry  ckuns  and  anchors  ;  and  in  a  gale 
of  wind,  if  the  tow  was  south  of  the  bridge,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  take  it  under  the  lee  of  some  island  ;  but  if  there  was  no  bridge 
he  would  go  on  about  three  cules  below  tlie  point  to  a  good  place  for 
anchor^ ;  if  a  steamboat  was  below  the  bridge  with  a  large  tow, 
and  a  lieavy  south,  south-east  or  soath-west  wind  was  blowing,  it 
would  endanger  the  tow ;  in  not  very  bad  weather  it  would  be  safe 
to  moor  at  Rouse^s  point  harbor.  Commonly  eight  months  naviga- 
tion on  Lake  Champlain  ;  of  these  aght  months,  two-thirds  he  calls 
bois^rous ;.  and  the  bridge  would  obstruct  the  navigation  for  one- 
half  of  this  time  ; '_  these  tows  are  made  up  at  St.  Johns,  and  connst 
of  vessels  that  .stop  at  various  places  on  the  lake.  Rafts  commonly 
o/  100,000  feet  square  timber,  sometimes  much  larger,  are  towed 
through  the  lake ;  these  rafts  are  from  }00  to  126  feet  wide ;  durii^ 
the  whole  season,  steamboats  tow  vessels,  particularly  during  the 
night  past  this  point.  Large  quantities  of  logs  are  floated  in  rafts 
from.  Canada,  thbt  dre  tawed^  at  Plattsburgh  and  o±er  places. 

Oross-Exammed  :  Has  not  navigated  the  lake  nnce  1847 ;  but  is 
interested  in  vessels ;  (named  some  7  or  8,  and  said  he  had  interests 
in,*  number  more.)  These  vessels  run  to  St.  Johns  regularly;  cany 
ntfrchandise  to  St.  Johns  and  return  with  grain,  and  various  other 
products.  There  are  other  heavy  lines  that  carry  firoduce,  (wheat 
particidatly.}.  Ciuiada  steamers  are  used  some  to  tow  these  ressels 
from  Detroit  to  Burlington ;  thitiks  a  barrel  of  flour  can  be  carried 
thrpagh  tiie  St.  Lavrrence  S6  cents  less  than  by  the  New-York  canals. 

'  Captain  Cyrui  Boardman,  swoin  :  Has  been  navigating  Lake 
Chawplain  from  a  boy  ;  has  been  master  of  a  vessel  since  1812,  an- 
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til  within  4  or  5  years ;  is  acquainted  with  the  place  where  it  is  pro- 
posed to  locate  the  bridge.     At  the  place  where  the  bridge  is  to  be 
located,  there  is  sometimes  a  very  heavy  sea  ;  there  being  a  rake  of 
wind  for  8  or  10  miles ;  has  seen  a  sea  that  would  lift  a  vessel,  of  25 
feet  beam  going  through  a  narrow  place  to  vary  her  from  20  to  60 
feet,  with  all  the  help  you  could  have,  the  sea  lifting  the  vessel  one 
way  as  it  strikes  her,  and  as  it  leaves  her  the  vessel  falls  off  the  other 
way.    The  same  effect  would  be  had  on  a  steamboat,  not  perhaps  so 
great,  but  to  some  extent.     At  l^iis  place  vessels  beat  against  a  head 
wind ;  a  vessel  coming  up  to  the  bridge,  if  she  was  warped  through 
could  not  get  away  from  the  bridge,  unless  the  piers  run  some  300 
feet  to  windward.    The  channel  that  vessels  usually  navigate,  just  at 
the  bridge,  perhaps  is  half  a  mile  wide  ;  steamboats  tow  from  15  to 
25  vessels  at  a  time,  up  and  down  this  river ;  in  good  weather  it 
would  probably  be  necessary  to  separate  the  tow ;  in  a  gale  of  wind 
it  would  not  answer  to  attempt  to  pass  the  bridge.     There  are  about 
8  months  of  navigation,  and  one-half  of  this  time  the  bridge  would 
hinder  towing  boats ;  there  is  a  small  part  of  the  time  now  that  the 
weather  does  not  allow  navigation  ^  but  seldom  more  than  a  day  at  a 
time.    It  is  his  opinion  that  the  bridge  would  obstruct  navigation 
materially  three-fourths  of  the  time,  and  one-fourth  entirely.    The 
average  time  of  a  sail  vessel  from  Whitehall  to  St.  Johns,  150  miles, 
is  about  one  we;ek  going  and  retummg  ;  thinks  the  bridge  would  make 
twice  this  time  necessary. 

Cross  Examintd :  Is  but  little  concerned  in  the  navigation  of  the 
lake  ;  has  now  no  interest  in  vessels. 

John  Brownj  Sworn :  Is  pilot  of  the  steamboat  United  States  of 
Burlington.  Has  been  navigating  LakeChampIain  25  years ;  is  well 
acquainted  with  proposed  location  of  the  bridge  at  Rouse's  point. 
Thinks  the  bri  Jge  would  have  a  material  effect  upon  sail  vessels,  usIbJc- 
ing  them  shear  from  20  to  50  feet  in  a  hard  wind  ;  thinks  that  one 
hsJf  the  time  of  navigation  it  would  be  very  bad  getting  through  the 
bridge  ;  steamboats  do  not  shear  quite  as  much  as  sail  vessels,  i^y 
from  20  to  30  feet;  the  U.  S.  is  58  J  feet  wide  over  all  as  he  has  been  told, 
and  250  feet  long,  drawing  neaily  six  feet  of  water.  In  day  trip  never 
lay  by  there  more  than  any  where.  The  boats  are  advertised  to  leave 
St.  Johns  at  5  A.  M.,  but  do  commonly  leave  as  soon  as  the  cars 
come  in  from  Montreal,  say  from  6  to  9  o'clock  at  night ;  go  up  to 
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Mmmtfs pootf  aai  <btie  stay  ntil  6  Hmnmt  masaiogi  cone  up 
mftf  in  the  niipbt  to  araid  fiigi,  which  gencmlly  oome  on  in  the 
JBoratngf  tUnka  ia  iooie  parta  of  tiie  aaaaon,  (fall  and  ^niag)  it 
VMxnld  aTcn^  two  fbga  a  wedE.  The  place  the  steamboats  itaj  OTer 
mi^  is  ahoTe  4he  pbuce  of  the  proposed  bndge*  Too  coold  aot 
aee  a  laiop  the  kagth  of  the  boat  in  a  heary  fog ;  has  seen  a  yerj 
hsa^  sea  aft  this  point ;  ihis  is  where  there  is  the  heaviest  sea  of  any 
phico  in  the  river ;  haa  been  through  the  Troy  draw  bridge ;  has  not 
had  mjQch  azpericnoe  in  passing  diaw4iridges ;  says  that  in  some  bad 
wea&er  it  is  safer  to  go  down  the  ctrerithan  to  stop  nt  Rouse's  point 

Cross-aptuminei :  The  channel  is  narrower  at  the  fort,  but  the  na^ 
row  place  is  about  four  miles  below  the  fort ;  the  channel  is,  he 
ttiinks,  less  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  wide  at  the  fort,  and  then  widens 
for  al)out  a  mile ;  Bloody  Island  is  about  four  miles  lower  down  :  run» 
this  rrrer  mghtS|  ezceptin  rery  foggy  weather;  about  twice  a  week  hare 
fogs,  when  they  hare  to  feel  their  way  along;  nerer  lost  a  trip ;  run 
up  'in  the  fore  part  of  the  night  to  aroid  fogs ;  can  run  m  dark  n^ts 
if  not  foggy,  however  daik ;  vessels  anchor  in  gales  south  cf  the 
bridge,  and  sometimes  they  part  their  cables. 

LaU  Chmibirtainj  sworn  :  Lives  in  Plattsbuigh  ;  agrees  in  the 
'Main  with  the  witnesses  sworn ;  is  ciqplun  of  pr(^ller  James  H. 
Booker,  engaged  in  towing  ;  in  making  tq>  a  towj,  place  three  or  four 
boats  on  a  side  and  the  rest  astern;  has  been  m  the  night  on  the  river 
vrith  such  boats ;  in  a  gale  of  wind  if  there  was  a  bridge  it  would  be  ne- 
ibessary  to  leave  his  tow ;  has  passed  this  place  in  the  night  vrith  foor- 
teen  boats ;  the  bridge  would  be  a  great  detention,  even  in  a  calm,  still 
limei  it  HoUld  liinder  three  or  four  hours  with  a  heavy  tow ;  sail  ves- 
Olds  of^OO  tonsnavigate  this  mke;  the  common  sized,  is  200;  has  sailed 
such  a  vesH  6xe  or  ms  years ;  last  summer  the  schooner  Oen.  Moore 
.parted  her  cables  south  of  this  place  and  had  to  run  below  Bloody 
If  land  before  she  oopld  mal^e  i^  harbor,. 

Qtoss-examinaHcn:  Thinks  (he  bridge  at  St,  Johns  does  raise  the 
Itater  in  the  lake,  as  last  summer  was  vras  very  dry,  and  stiU  the  lake 
did  'not  fhll  very  low,  and  the  Canadian  government  caused  the  ioe- 
1>reafcers*  at  diat  bridge  to  be  taken  tip,  as  the  &nns  along  the  riiver 

by  the  vrater  raised  by  tiie  Ividge. 


B*  CK  fSiMe  agiMi  s  Owns  ihe  Goi.  Moore,  in  part  ;  the  Anr 
put  ef  bst  aiaioii  she  came  oat  of  Seeo  bay  kedcd  with  huabet^ 
tad  lei  fo  an  anchor  aome  IS  or  14  ailes  Mfolii  of  the  profMed 
hadge^  wheie  flie  parted  hop  cable^  and  was  unable  to  midce  a 
huhor  an^Bl  ehe  oeaae  im  at  LaQoIe^  a  mile  below  Bloody  Islaod ; 
if  Ibere  hadlseen  a  bridge,  thmkathatthe^eesel  would haye been  loai* 
YesMda  loaded  with  lumber  have  tiieir  loada  ao  pilled  that  Ihey  aM* 
30  to  40  feet  wide. 

Qf^t-examtrui :  Had  ther^  been  a  dock^  it  would  mi  hav^s  becuQi 
possijble  tohav^  made  her  fast  tp  the  piers. 

Mmroji  Mmimtley  swam :  Has  been  master  of  a  sloop  on  hik» 
Aamplain  13  years,  and  9  years  as  a  hand  on  that  lake.  Thkht  a 
bridge  would  be  very  bad  for  nangation  at  any  time.  In  a  hard 
wind  it  would  be  diffioult  to  go  through  a  draw;  it  would  be  neoea^ 
sary  to  come  to  and  drop  an  anchor  in  a  fk^orable  wind,  but  in  a  head 
wmd  it  would  be  necessary  to^^  heave''  through.  Sail  vessel^  befit  up 
and  down  the  river.  Soipe  places  it  is  difEcult,  owing  to  the  narrow- 
ness of  the  channel.  There  is  some  current,  ^d  it  would  take  fran 
a  quarter  to  a  third  longer  to  go  south  through  the  river  than  it  would 
north.  There  is  in  a  south-east  wind  a  considerable  of  a  swell  at  the 
place  of  the  pfopoeed  bridge. 

The  river  at  the  place  where  it  is  proposed  to  build  the  bridge  if 
about  half  a  mile  wide.  Rouse's  point  furnishes  protection  to  vessels 
if ibf  winddoeitrnot  blow to^  )Ar4-  There  W'Wld  be  tainea  ipdien 
i^sejl^  Qoiild  not  pa^  the  bridge,  say  from  onequarter  to  caiKerhidf 
the  tune.  There  if  moms  sea  roon  where  the  bridge  is  proposed  In 
he  baiU  ^lan  these  la  bek>W)  and  it  ie  better  beating;  h  would  he 
d^ngerone  to  beat  through  a  diiaw,  and  it  would  be  nsocaaaqr  !» 
hfRuve  through  by  an  anchor  ahead,  which  woald  take  three  or  §mn 
heora,  using  two  anchons,  one  Id  hold  on  by  while  the  other  'was  cat* 
lidd  ahead. 

Orasf-exantmed :  Ash  Island  is  four  or  five  ipilea  below;  at  that 
pdnt  the  navigable  channel  is  from  10  to  15  rods  wide,  may  be  less. 
At  Bloody  Island  about  the  same.  Bloody  is  above  Ash  Island  cfne- 
hi(If  a  mile.  From  A$h  Island  to  St.  Johns,  from  16  to  18  miles. 
At  St.  John's  the  navigaj>le  channel  qf  the  river  is  from  20  to  30  rod«, 


wide.  There  b  a  diaw  in  the  bridge  at  St  Jofa]»|  hot  the  biidge  19 
below  the  lake  ressel  navigation,  bat  the  canal  boats  go  through  tke 
bridge;  Canada  barges  and  ateamr  propellers  go»tfaroiigh  the  canal, 
and  small  steamboats.  All  the  sloops  stop  at  St.  Johns — that  i^  as 
£ir  as  he  ever  went  witb  a  sloop.  When  there  is  a  strong  south 
wind  m  rery  low  water,  cannot  beat  up  the  rirer.  Low  water'  in 
Jutte,  July  and  August,  sometimes  in  September  the  water  id  low; 
water  raises  sometimes  in  August,  but  not  often,  commonly  about  the 
twentieth  of  September;  during  high  water  the  wind  sometimes  blows 
go  hard  from  the  south  that  ressels  cannot  beat  up  the  river.  When 
it  is  foggy  or  dark  do  not  attempt  to  beat  up  the  river;  but  above 
Bloody  Island  the  river  is  wider.  Very  often  start  from  St.  Johns 
with  sail  vessels  and  go  up  the  river  in  the  night;  but  do  not  do  so 
in  a  south  wind.  Never  knew  of  any  vessels  having  l^'n  lost,  but 
has  known  them  driven  ashore  in  the  river,  sometimes  from  one 
cause,  sometimes  from  another;  do  not  go  ashore  oftener  in  the  river 
than  at  other  places  on  the  lake;  about  12  miles  at  the  south  end  of 
lake  is  about  as  bad  as  the  river,  the  channel  being  from  10  to  15 
rods  wide.  At  the  elbow  the  channel  is  from  6  to  10  rods  wide— 
thinks  nearer  6  than  10. 

Whenever  sail  can  be  carried,  except  in  low  water,  can  beat  up  the 
river.  Sometimes  get  ashore  on  the  flats  when  the  water  is  shallow* 
Steamboats  in  passing  the  elbow,  near  Whitehall,  use  a  line  and  are 
delayed  from  j^  to  J  an  hour. 

Jatiah  Baseomj  sworn :  Has  been  master  of  a  vessel  on  Lake 
Champlain  for  25  years  most  of  the  time.  Is  acquainted  with  the 
place  where  it  is  proposed  to  build  the  bridge  ;  the  bridge  would 
afiect  navigation  particularly  in,the  night ;  the  lake  is  narrow  and  low 
lands  all  around ;  in  high  winds  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  through  ; 
about  the  time  the  cars  were  expected  the  bridge  would  not  be  open* 
ed.  The  west  shore  of  the  lake  has  a  ^'  bight"  or  bay,  and  about 
3  or  4  miles  to  the  south  a  point  projects  into  the  lake ;  but  the 
virater  is  so  shallow  that  vessels  cannot  take  refuge  under  it.  The 
east  shore  has  Windmill  point  1^  miles  south ;  but  makes  no  harbor 
from  south  winds,  because  of  the  shallow  water.  There  is  no  good 
harbor  below  Isle  La  Mott,  which  is  about  ten  miles  above  the  bridge. 
In  a  gale  of  wind  from  the  south,  vessels  that  are  below  Isle  La 
Mott  run  for  the  river  when  anchors  will  not  hold ;  does  not  know  of 
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any  particniar  vessel  being  driven  into  the  river ;  vessels  do  not  often^ 
get  driven  ashore.    Has  himself  been  only  twice  driven  ashore  ;  has 
not  lost  a  vessel.    Thinks  a  well  managed  drawbridge  would  be  quite 
an  obstruction  to  the  navigation ;  some  seasons  the  effect  would  be 
more  and  some  less ;  but  would  be  a  great  hindrance. 

Cross-examined:  IS  there   was  a  steamboat  furnished  to  draw 
vessels  through^  it  would  be  still  a  hindrance.    In  going  down  before 
a  heavy  wind  it  would  be  a  job  to  ^^  get  the  boom  in"  while  pasring 
the  bridge.    Blows  so  hard  sometimes  that  yon  could  not  make  fast 
a  vessel  to  a  pier ;  in  some  winds  might  go  on  if  there  was  no  bridgci 
when  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  through  a  draw.    Is  acquainted  with 
drawbridges ;  one  across  the  Richelieu  river,  9  miles  below  Chamblee ; 
sail  vessels  pass  it ;  the  bridge  is  quite  a  detention  ;  all  vessels  from 
Montreal  to  ot.  Johns  pass  it ;  the  river  is  at  that  place  J  a  mile  wide ; 
the  navigable  channel  is  8  or  10  rods  wide.    In  a  light  wind  going 
up  stream,  vessels  cannot*  get  throu^  without  assistance,  but  in  a 
strong,  favorable  wind  they  get  through.    Going  down  with  a  fieir 
wind  vessels  take  in  all  sail  to  avoid  hitting  the  bridge.     There  i  is 
but  little  sea  running  there,  npne  to  hurt  anything,  while  at  Rouse's 
point  there  is  a  heavy  sea  sometimes.    There  is  no  tide  ;  the  current 
of  the  water  varies  with  the  wind.    The  draw  is  kept  open  except 
when  the  cars  are  expected  ;  but  for  15  minutes  before  the  cars  are 
expected  the  bridge  is  kept  closed,  in  which  case  the  vessels  anchor. 
There  is  but  little  docking  above  the  bridge,  say  50  feet,  below  say 
30  feet.     The' piers  are  from  40  to  50  feet  apart.    There  are  draws 
over  the  canal,  they  do  not  hinder  much,  as  the  boat  is  towed  through 
the  canal.     If  there  was  a  dock  600  feet  long  dn  each  side  of  the 
draw,  well  furnished  with  fender  posts  and  fasts,  it  would  not  be  safe 
to  try  to  pass.  • 

Benjamin  Jones,  sworn :  Lives  at  Whitehall ;  is  pilot  of  the  steamer 
Ethan  Allen  ;  has  been  engaged  in  towing  vessels  and  rafts  up  the 
Richelieu  river, — 127,000  feet  square  timber  at  one  tow,  and  has 
towed  18  vessels  at  one  time.  The  rafts  are  generally  80  feet  or 
thereabouts  wide  ;  a  bridge  would  be  very  much  in  the  way  ;  the 
farther  end  of  the  rafts  are  nearly  ^  a  mile  distant  from  the  boat,  there 
being  about  500  feet  between  the  steamer  and  the  forward  end  of  the 
raft ;  this  is  because  the  rafts  and  vessel  are  more  manageable  in  this 
form  ;  does  not  think  a  steamboat  could  pull  a  raft  through  a  bridge 


in  a  west  or  soufhreast  uriod.  Often  at  eveobg  after  the  ynoA  ^ 
been  blowing  freah  all  day  lesgtbwue  of  the  lake,  there  will  be  a 
wadad  from  off  one  of  the  shocee,  £Ufii  to  be  toft  gidng  tbrimgk 
(fte  Mce  must  he  wide — wide  in  fvopcrivm  to  their  length  and  ^umti^ 
rf  lumber  m  thenh-Jiromfour  te  nr  cribs  o&reott  With  a  raft  made 
up  narrow  enough  to  pass  the  bridge,  such  would  be  its  length  that  in 
Mnmon  weather)  not  one  time  in  fifty  but  that  its  swinging  would 
hit  the  pier ;  before  a  hard  wind  a  raft  will  crook  up,  and  cannot  be 
liqvt  straight,  though  it  may  be  safe  to  navigate  with  one  in  soch 
times ;  must  have  a  half  a  naile  to  handle  a  raft  in,  and  in  a  strong 
gala  of  wind  in  iqsproaefaing  the  bridge,  if  the  wind  waa  aft,  it  wodd 
be  necessary  to  fasten  to  the  hind  end  of  the  raft  and  hold  on  until 
the  wind  was  over  ;  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  timber  lost  in  die 
h^  by  rafts  breaking  up  in  a  wind.  A  long  tow  of  veesls  is  worse 
than  a  raft,  as  the  vessels  swing  more  than  rafts,  and  going  before  the 
wind  it  would  be  reiy  difficult  to  manage  diem  through  the  bridge ; 
thinks  that  |  of  the  sail  vessels  that  trade  with  Canada  are  towed 
up  to  the  lake  by  steamers.  There  are  four  steamers  used  for  tawaig 
and  fveight,  besides  perhaps  a  dozen  small  Canada  Steamboats  €&* 
gaged  in  towing,  and  some  propetlors  from  Chicago.  The  passage 
Steamboats  very  commonly  tow  boats ;  tUnks  he  has  been  aboard 
afeotps  at  the  place  of  the  proposed  bridge  when  a  sea  would  durow 
Ihem  £rom  their  oourse  30  feet 

Oron-efsamined :  Lumber  from  Canada  is  over  half  of  it  sawed  ^ 
about  15  very  large  rafts  cape  out  of  St.  Johns  last  year  of  square 
tmber,  and  quite  a  number  of  rafts  of  ^aw  logs  ;  the  square  timber. 
WjQuld  average  perhaps  100,000  feet  to  the  raft ;  has  never  bad  any 
experience  in  using  a  draw-bridge*  The  channel  for  about  12  miles 
near  Whitehall  is  about  15  rods  wide  and  some  places  for  two  miles 
is  direct,  and  sometimes  in  towing  vessels  in  this  channel,  they  go 
a«hoFe,  though  there  is  no  sea  running  ;  for  forty  miles  from  White- 
hallthexe  is  but  Uttle  sea. 

Oscar  F.  Blounty  sworn  :  Lives  at  Whitehall  ;  is  one  of  the  own- 
er^  of  steamboats  on  Lake  Champlain ;  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
proposed  location  of  th.e  bridge,  and  thinks  it  would  make  the  navign* 
tion  still  more  difficult  and  hazardous.  There  has  been  an  enormous 
increase  in  the  busmess  on  the  lake  for  the  past  year.  In  the  Cham- 
plain district^  the  office  o(  which  is  at  Rouse's  Point,  543  vessels  were 


dearedia  aboat  two  monllui  of  navigation ;  tlus  was  one  Aie  of  the  lake, 
and  tbinks  there  were  nearly  as  maAj  on  the  other*  Says  the  incriUM  d 
Vvfliness  willj  he  thinks,  be  as  grett  next  year  as  it  was  tibe  last ; 
thinks  there  wet e  2,000  passages  last  year^  in  200  days,  beddes  steam* 
boats  and  tows — ^perhaps  1,600  passages  of  these.  The  sending -of 
Ifunker  firoQi  Canada  is  greatly  on  the  increase,  now  coniing  for  130 
laSes  abore  Montreal.  The  increase  in  gram  and  flour  is  as  great  as 
IB  lumber ;  Canada  flour  is  sent  in  bond  to  England  by  way  of  New- 
Tork.  Flour  and  wheat  can  be  carried  to  the  shores  of  Lake  Cham* 
plain  cheaper  (wheat  10  cts.  a  bushel)  by  the  Canada  canals  than  by 
way  of  Albany,  (flour  16  cts.  a  bbl.) 

Btary  SmawH^j  sworn  :  Lives  at  Trpy ;  is  acquainted  with  the 
draw-bridge  at  Troy  ;  makes  it  difficult  to  get  through  ;  has  seen  ves- 
sels foul  of  the  bridge  going  both  ways.  Before  the  bridge  was  made, 
more  ^vessels  went  above  that  place  than  now  ;  hones  are  use  to  tow 
lioDiii^,  and  men  are  empkfyed  to  help  haul  i  the  boom  has  to  be 
hanled  aft  to  enable  the  ▼essel  to  pass.  The  wharves  above  are  not 
•OfDHiek  used  Jis  they  ware  before  the  bridge  was  made ;  the  falling 
off  of  buane^  is  very  striking;  there  is  (  of  a  miliB  of  docks  above 
^thtt  Abridge.;  has  navigated  the  Hudson  river  from  a  boy :,  has  $^n 
draw^bridges  in  New  Jersey,  but  never  passed  tbem. 

Marvin  Porter j  sworn :  Is  a  civil  engmeer,  -having  been  some  fif- 
teen years  in  the  business  in  constructing  raDroads  and  canals.  Bas, 
until  recently,  had  charge  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  Rutland  9fkd 
Burlington  railroad  ;  has  vinted  Rouse's  Point,  with  a  view  to  exenn- 
ine  whether  a  bridge  would  have  the  efiect  of  raising  the  water  b  the 
Lake.  He  came  to  the  opinion  that  no  sufficient  sixaminations  had 
been  made  as  to  the  rate  of  the  current  of  tiie  water  to  form  a  safe 
opinion,  but  he  thinks  that  the  bridge  would  have  the  efiect  to  rai^e 
the  water.  Had  before  him  the  comparative  areas  of  cross  sections 
at  various  points  on  the  river,  but  nothing  was  known  as  to  the  rate 
of  the  current  and  thet  is  a  mptc^l  pmni  vo  be  known,  in  order  to 
settle  the  question.  The  width  of  the  river  at  Rouse's  Point  is  about 
5,000  feet.  The  country  is  low  and  flat  at  Rouse's  Point,  vanishitog 
off  to  the  water,  mostly  earth,  but  some  rock ;  no  blufis  to  break  off 
the  wind ;  thinks  a  bridge  would  endanger  navigation  in  a  storm,  and 
WQudd  materially  injure  flie  navigation  of  the  lake  j  is  acquainted  with 
the  draw  bridges  in  Boston  harbor ;  vessels  aire  warped  tfasovic^  a|id 
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has  never  seen  one  going  through  under  sail,  but  has  seen  them  -warp- 
ed  through.  The  widest  draw  that  he  knows  of  is  70  feet  and  is  in 
the  Albany  Basm  bridge ;  the  Boston  bridges  have  draws  of  from  56 
to  60  feet ;  thinks  the  widest  of  them  is  58  feet.  There  is  not  in  the 
Boston  bridges  the  same  exposure  to  the  winds  and  waves,  that  there 
is  at  Rouse's  Point ;  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  water  is  too  deep  at 
Rouse's  Point  for  the  formation  of  bars ;  does  not  think  that  the  little 
that  the  bridge  would  probably  raise  the  lake  would  be  of  any  mate- 
rial injury. 


The  following  table  has  been  compiled  from  the  Custom  House 
turns,  as  showing  the  business  in  part,  of  Lake  Champlain  for  the 
years  1848,  and  1849. 

Comparative  statement  of  the  value  of  articles  imported  and  en- 
tered at  the  two  Custom  houses  on  Lake  Champlain,  for  the  years 
1848  and  1849,  and  the  amount  of  duties  received  (ot  the  same  peiiod. 

VtMebilSCS.  ValnalaUIB.    DoUm in  18K.        DBtetelMt. 


$24,116  72        $47,510  89 
16,408  66         61,918  01 


Diftriet  of  Vermont,  inelud- 

inc  $166,413  of  bollioii, ...    $303,396  00     $243,668 

Dittriet  of  Champlain, 67,208  80       373,848 

Value  of  goods  entered  for 

vrarehoming  and  tranipor* 

ted  to  other  diitriets,  (Ver- 
mont district,) 182,778 

Comparative  statement  of 
the  value  of  goods  imported 
and  entered,  at  the  Custom 
bouse  St.  Johns,  Canada  for 
the  years  1848  and  1849,  and 
amount  of  duties  received* 
Custom  house  St.  Johns,  ....$1,321,161  47  $1,480,168  87    $160,573  86     $186,489  91 

Comparative  statemnet  of 
the  value  of  articles  expor- 
ted from  the  Custom  house  at 
8t.   Johns  Canada,   for   the 
years  1848  and  1849. 
Custom  house  8t.  Johns,  •  •  • 

Number  of  vessels  In  and 
ont'of  St.  Johns,  Canada  for 
the  years  1848  and  1849. 

$884  00  2,073  00  157,069  dCB,383 

Amount  of  tonnage  entered  and  cleared,  at  the  port  of  Champlain 
from  and  to  Canada  East,  1849. 


$436,454  87  $1,176,282  78 
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American  vessels  entered,  93,399;  Foreign  vessels  entered,!  6,343  • 
Total  tonnage  entered,  109,742. 

American  vessels  cleared,  93,860.  Foreign  vessels  cleared,  16,- 
443 1  Total  tonnage  cleared,  110,303;  Total  220,045. 

Amount  of  vessels  cleared  and  entered  at  the  Champlain  district, 
from  Oct.  1, 1849,  to  Dec.  10, 1849.  British  275;  American,  259; 
Total  534. 

Nunber  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  Vermont  district  for  the 
same  time,  from  Oct  1,  1849,  to  Dec.  10,  1849:  Entered  108; 
Cleared  66;  Total  173. 


Sbt»te  of  ynuffm^ft* 
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IN  SENATE,  MMCH  21, 1850. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Canal  CommisBioners  in  answer  to  resolution 
Telatire  to  projected  plans  of  enlargement  of  canals, 
other  than  the  Erie  Canal. 


To  the  President  of  the  Senate  : 
In  compliance  with  the  following  resolution, 

» 

^'In  Senate,     } 
"  February  12, 1850.  J 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  Canal  Commissioners  be  requested  to  report 
to  the  Senate  the  plan  or  plans  projected  or  adopted  since  the  Ist  of 
January,  1848,  for  the  enlargement  of  any  of  the  State  canals,  other 
than  the  Erie  canal;  or,  of  any  channel,  section  or  portion  of  the 
same  now  or  hereafter  to  be  connected  therewith;  whether  by  said 
plan  or  plans  connections  with  other  navigable  waters  are  to  be  dis- 
continued, and  to  what  extent;  the  location,  length  and  cost,  or  esti- 
mated cost  of  each  portion  now  under  contract;  the  amount  done  and 
remaining  to  be  done;  the  law  by  which  authorised;  and  the  fund 
out  of  which  the  cost  of  each  is  payable;  also  a  description  of  the  plan 
and  estimates  of  the  cost  of  rebuilding  the  several  locks,  except  on  the 
Erie  canal,'  now  under  contract,  of  the  original  and  of  the  enlarged  size; 
the  dianges,  if  any,  in  their  location,  the  cost  of  bringing  them  into 
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«e,  lesnlting  from  sach  changes;  the  anthoritj  for  the  same,  and  the 
fund  from  which  the  cost  is  payable. 
"  Bt  Arder, 
(Signed,)  ""W.  H.  BOGART, 

"Oerfc." 

IIm  nndersgned,  one  of  ^  Canl  ComnnsnoBen  of  tbiB  State, 
having  Ited  under  conndetatioD  the  resolaticn  of  the  Senate  above 
retuted,  and  having  seen  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  Board  of 
Canal  Commissioners  thereon,  begs  leave  to  dissent  from  sm  report, 
and  to  submit  the  following  as  the  report  of  a  minority  of  said  Board 
of  Canal  Commissioners. 

The  nnderugned  has  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  amount,  land 
or  quality  of  irork  finished,  lb  fpngnaa,  or  under  contract,  on  the 
Chemtmg,  Cayaga  and  Seneca,  and  Osw.rgo  canals;  nor  the  estima- 
ted cost  dwreof ,  and  is  therefine  oa^le  Co^say  whether  the  stateineirt 
in !  said  majority  report  on'  those-  iv^Mlte  dre  tnle,  aad.  pcesAt  to  the 
Senate  a  fair  and  faithful  exlubit  of -the  iztcnt'  of  tfae^ggresiioiis  on 
the  guarantees  of  the  constitution,  or  not.  If  the  estimated  amounts 
fall  as  far  short  of  the  actual  cost  as  thrpastflustB^ofcbgiiMeril^iB 
this  State  would  authorize  ns  to  lappose,  then  we  may  nfely  double 
the  figures  of  the  majority  ieport~as'the  prolnbleamoiiht  of  the  ez- 
pedditur^  Vhich  will  be  required  to  complete  tbe  worksoow  in  pro- 
grete  of  cdAstmctlOn  oti  said  lateral  canals.  I  shall  not  trouble  the 
Senate  with  any  unnecessary  8peciAatioil8,'Vith  regard  to  ^e  proprie- 
ty of  commencing  these  works  under  prb|>fer  circumstahcei;  nbr  'with 
regard  to  the  economy  m^^TM^  in  thai  ^ogTfeSs  Uias  hi;  lUir 
should  t  have  troiibledthe  Sehkteat'all  with  aoyhipbrt  <m  the  stib- 
ject,  did  I  not  believe  'tliat  2gi%at'-princlpleisihtolved  in'the  1egis> 
latioD  of  the  past  two  or  thi'^e  years,  abd  the  aicts  of  tbe  Cbmmiscdon- 
ei3  under  it,  tending  to  the  establishment  of  i  policy  "whibb' I  deem 
highly  reprehen^ble, 'to  call  it''by  ilo''bai^er'ftame,'and''agaiit8t 
which  I  feel  bound  to  enter  my  aoIenUi  protest 

Itiat]^:  is'thfte  pgwerJnthe'LagJriatdiiejOrihicflaiialflftmtw;*. 

'  tteiaen,  to  i^I^y  a  doHar  of  tbc  caftal  ^rename  to  AcenU^ement  flf 
tAy  irdrk  not  Bp«ciScaJIy  prMidfed  fi»  iDlheCeDMitatKm^tuiitilliie 
guarantees  of  the  Constitation  to  the  public  creditors  are  fully  met  and 
satisfi  w  1  Another  change  of  (iaaal  policy  is  also  iarblved  in  the  ac- 
tioi  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  of  serious  mofaeot,  although  it  'is  of 
secondary  omnderatiai  to  tbi  great  queitico  of  coustitatiainl  pohrer. 
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It  1^,  until  witUn  a  ffw  yieaiVpb^.tbctsettledpolicy  ojt.t^eStii^ 
98  a  matter  of  economy  and,  interej^t^  to  avail  itself  of  the  Afttural  ad? 
vantages  of  river  navigation,  ^h^rever.  such  advantages  existed  and 
might  he  iniproved  by  die  State,  as.  in  the  case  of  the  Tonnawanda, 
the  Seneca,  the  Oswego,  the  Ch^u^^  and  the  Hudson  rivers.  *  Ex- 
perience has  demonstrated  that,  river  navigation,  in  connection  with 
the  canals,  is  a  cheap,  economical,  safe  and  useful  navigation ;  and  aft^ 
the  lapse  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  it  is  too  late  to  urge  that  it  is  so 
useless,  expensive  or  difficult,  as  to  authorize  a  deeply  indebted  6tate 
to  overleap  all  constitutional  restraints  to  remedy  the  evil.  The  po- 
licy BOW  in  vogue  seems  to  be  to  cut  loose  from  the  streams  hereto- 
fore employed  as  a  part  of  the  canals,  to  throw  away  the  money  ex- 
pended in  their  improvement,  and  to  dig  new  channels  on  the  enlarged 
plan  along  their  margin  at  a  great  expense,  and,  in  my  opinion,  with- 
out any  justification  whatever  for  the  change.  This  change  has  been 
made  at  Havana,  and,  as  I  tUnk,  witlio«l  the  slightest  necessil^  for 
it ;  al<mg  the  Seneca  river,  where  I  have  been  unable  tp  cUsoover  any 
improveneni  was  needed,  except  the  rebuilding  of  a  few  locka ;  and 
at  Oswego,  where  a  half  a  millioa  \}i  money  will  be  squandered,  in 
what  are  called  trnproocmcn^,  which,  from  the  limited  knwledge.  1 
have  in  ^  matter,  aoe  as  uncalled  for  as  would  be  a  ship  .canal  along 
Long  Island  Sound.  Some  of  the  lodu  on  the  Oswego  canal  un- 
doubtedly required  to  be  rebuilt ;  and  I  do  not  question  the  propriety 
of  rebuilding  them  on  the  enlarged  plan,  at  all  events,  until  the 
9100,000  appropriated  to  said  canal  should  be  exhausted  in  providing 
for  the  increased  expense  of  the  enlarged  looks,  beyond  the  oost  of 
those  of  the  old  plan.  This  money^  ju(]ioiously  expended,  would,  ip 
my  humble  opinion,  have  met  all  the  wants  of  that  canajl  until  the 
time  when  the  compUUPA  of  the  wo^ks  provided  for  in  the  Constitu- 
tion would  have  left  tha  canal  revenues  free^  to  be  applied  to  the  en- 
tire enlaigeiDWt  of  the  0;9(wf£o  canaL  I  also  enter  i^y  protest 
agam^  this  newr^  ^  V^J  i^iffp^^  wasteful  and  pro^gate  policy. 

The  serious  question,  however,  is  that  of  constitutional  power ;  and 
I  must  be  pardoned  for  devoting  a  bri^  space  of  time  to  the  examin- 
ation (tf  this  question,  in  order  that  my  position  as  an  officer  of  the 
State  having  charge  of  canals,  may  he  clearly  understood*  If  I  re- 
mained silent,  my  silence  might  well  be  construed  ii^to  my  approval 
ef  what  I  deem  to  be  whoUy  indefaisib]^. 


4  «    *   ISebtatk 

_  * 

The  provisions  of  the  Constitudon  are  clear,  direct,  and  impera- 

tire.  A  mind  not  distorted  by  interest  or  hostility  to  the  government 
of  the  State,  and  the  will  of  the  people,  can  see  distinctly  the  path 
of  duty  which  it  marks 'Out ;  and  seeing  ^his,  its  commands  ought, 
aiid  should  be  obeyed.  It  is  no  answer,  morally  or  legally,  to  say 
that  the  7th  article  is  no  part  of  the  Constitution.  That  ground  has 
been  taken  in  high  places;  and  what  was  understood  to  be  the  man- 
date of  .an  administration,  may  have  materially  influenced  the  con* 
duct,  if  not  judgment,  of  a  partizan  Legislature.  But  I  can  never 
subscribe  to  the  doctrine  that  I  am  at  liberty,  either  as  a  citizen,  or  an 
officer,  to  regard  such  portions  of  the  fundamental  law,  as  I  may  find 
an  obstacle  to  my  individual  projects,  as  no  part  of  the  paramount 
law  of  the  land,  or  to  speculate  on  the  probability  of  its  adoption  if 
it  had  stood  alone,  or  a  salvo  to  a  foregone  conclusion  to  disregard  it. 

The  first  section  of  the  seventh  article  of  the  Constitution,  declares 
that  ^  after  paying  the  expenses  of  collection,  superintendence  and 
ordinary  repairs^  there  sfuUl  be  appropriated  and  set  apart  in  each  fis- 
cal year,  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  State  canals^  $1,300,000,"  &c., 
until  the  debt,  called  the  canal  debt,  shall  be  wholly  paid.  The  sec- 
ond section  sets  apart  $350,000  out  of  the  surplus  revenues  of  the 
State  canals  for  the  payment  of  the  General  Fund  debt.  The  third 
section  is  in  these  words :  ^'  After  paying  the  said  expenses  of  su- 
perintendence and  repairs  of  the  canals,  and  the  sums  appropriated 
by  the  first  and  second  sections  of  this  article,  there  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  surplus  revenues  of  the  canal  to  the  Treasury  of  the  State  on 
or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  in  each  year,  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  General  Fund,  such  sum  not  exceeding  $200,000  as 
may  be  required  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  State,  and 
the  remainder  of  the  revenues  of  the  said  canals  shall,  in  each  fiscal 
year,  be  applied  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  shall  direct,  ^o  the 
completion  of  the  Erie  canal  enlargement  and  the  Genesee  Valley  and 
Black  River  canals,  until  the  said  canals  shall  he  completed?'^ 

It  vnll  be  seen  by  an  examination  of  these  sections  that  the  whole 
of  the  revenues  of  the  State  canals  are  from  year  to  year  specifically 
appropriated  by  the  constitution,  and  in  this  order  of  priority  :  1st 
To  the  expenses  6f  collection,  superintendence,  and  ordinary  repairs. 
2d.  $1,300,000  as  a  Sinking  lE'und  to  pay  the  debt  known  as  the  ca- 
nal debt.    3d.  $350,000  as  a  Sinking  Fund  to  pay  the  General  Fund 
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debt  4th.  A  sum  not  exceeding  |200,000  to  aid  the  General  Fund 
in  defraying  the  expenses  ^  government.  And  6th.  All  the  remainr 
der  to  the  completion  of  the  Erie  enlargement,  the  Genesee  Valley 
and  Black  River  canals — ^  until  the  said  canals  shall  be  completed^ 
This  order  of  priority,  and  the  true  signification  of  the  term  ^'  ordi- 
nary repairs^^  has  become  exceedingly  interestmg,  if  not  important. 
Modem  ingenuity,  it  is  true,  has  discovered  that  ordinary  repairs  is  a 
convertible  term,  and  may  by  a  little  legislative  legerdemain^  be  made 
to  signify  the  enlargement  of  the  lateral  canals,  and  embellishing 
them  with  costly  and  magnificent  bays,  basins,  and  aqueducts — ^the 
constructing  of  new  canals  where  none  have  heretofore  existed — ^the 
changing  the  routes  of  the  old  lateral  canals,  and  in  short  the  entire 
engulphing,  in  the  lateral  canals,  the  remainder^  which  the  people  in 
adopting  the  Constitution,  vainly  supposed  they  had  sacredly  pledged 
to  the  completion  of  the  works  which  had  been  authorized  by  law, 
begun,  and  abandoned  for  want  of  funds. 

Let  us  examine  this  modern  doctrine  a  little  farther.  If  the  term, 
"  ordinary  repairs^  can  by  possibility  be  tortured  into  an  authority 
for  enlarging  a  lock,  or  a  rod  of  the  lateral  canals^  what  shall  prevent 
a  amilar  construction  in  favor  of  enlargement  on  the  Erie  canal  ? 
Enlargement  means  the  same  thing,  as  I  understand  it,  on  the  Erie, 
Chemung,  or  the  Oswego  canals.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  ^^  or- 
dinary repair^^  has  priority  of  all  the  constitutional  appropriations  of 
the  canal  revenues.  If  the  term,  ^^  ordinary  repairs^^  is  so  elastic  as 
be  stretched' over  every  species  of  enlargement,  what  becomes  of  the 
several  Sinking  Funds  1  Why  not  finish  the  Erie,  enlargement,  and 
the  Genesee  Valley  and  Black  Riv«:  canals  before  applying  a  dollar 
to  the  payment  of  the  public  debts  1  All  that  is  required  to  accom- 
plish it  is  a  poetical  flourish,  at  the  end  of  the  act  authorising  it,  thus, 
^  and  the  expenses  thereof  shall  be  charged  to  ordinary  repairsJ*^ 

Who  cannot  discover  the  utter  fallacy  of  this  abominable  doctrine  1 
Ordinary  repairs  has  heretofore  had  a  definite,  well  understood  mean- 
ing, and  was  first  as  distinctive  a  term  as  construction^  or  Erie  enlarge- 
ment, until  locality,  and  private  cupidity  laid  their  unholy  hands  on 
the  Constitution,  and  scattered  its  sacred  guarantees  to  the  four  winds 
of  heaven.  The  majority,  it  seems,  rely  on  on  a  statute  passed  in 
1836,  to  justify  the  enlargement  of  the  locks  on  the  Cayuga  and  Sen- 
eca c^al.     Surely  the  majority  must  know,  that  if  that  statute  is  in- 


comnstent  Vritti  flie  pnmsuuif  of  a  Qoostitulion  adi^ted'  sioee  its  jm- 
sage,  it  is  abrogatsd.  It  ha»  become  impossSrie  to  carry  it  into  efib(^, 
and  it  ha»  therefore  ceased  to  be&  valid  or  binding  law,  and  it  is^so 
ezpresaiy  declared  in:  the  17tb  aeeftiDn  of  tke-firaft  artide  of  tjt^e  Co^.- 
stitutiDni  of  1846.  That  act  waa.  aftrogctfcd  by.  the  GonstitutioQ}  and 
cannot  justify  a  difersion  of  the  canal  wvenunes  to  objecte  pral^bited 
by  that  €onstitntioi».    The  act  of  anthorising  the  extensioiL  of 

tiie  Chemung  canal,  and  appropriating  %  portion  of  the  canal  leve* 
enues  under  the  very  convenient  misnomer  of  '^ordinary  rtpaiiT^  to 
that  object,  vras  in  my  opinion  clearly  unconstitutional,  and  was  a 
dead  letter  the  moment  it  had  passed  trough  Me jfofnu  of  legishtion^ 
and  should  not,  therefore,  have  been  carried  into  efiect.  Much  has 
been  said  of  the  acts  and  doings  of  officers  of  the  state  under  what  is 
claimed  as  authority  granted  by  this  statute.  But  as  it  is  probable 
that  all  these  matters  will  come  up  for  investigation  before  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  one  branch  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  I  do 
not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  refer  more  particularly  to  the  acts  of  in- 
dividuals ;  fi>r  I  would  by  oO  m«ans  make  myself  obnonpus  to  the 
qharge  of  wantonly  or  untimely  assailing,  or  seeking  to  prejudice  the 
position  of  any  man.  I  am  free  to  admit,  however,  that  with  my 
present  understanding  of  that  great  ajad  paramount  law  of  the  State, 
(the  Constitution,)  I  should  have  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  disregard 
the  law  in  question,  and  by  so  doing  have  brought  the  statute,  or  my 
acts  under  or  in  regard  to  it,  to  the  decision  of  the  proper  legal  tri- 
bunal. 

The  act  of  1849,  authorising  the  enlargement  of  the  locks  en  the 
Oswego  canal,  under  one  of  the  muitiform  aq^eets  of  ^^  orviifiayy  re- 
pairsP  is  equaliy  unconstitutional.  The  law,  too,  waiving  this  ob- 
jection, only  authorises  a  change  of  the  l^eatUnn  of  the  locks,  and  the 
necessary  section  work  to  bring  them  into  use.  Now  it  appears  that 
an  entirely  independent  line  of  canal  has  been  projected,  and  the  old 
works- of  the  state  entirely  abandoned,  so  far  as  the  slack  water  navi- 
gation is  concerned.  This,  I  insist,  is  not  contemplated  by  the  stat- 
ute, although  it  is  drawn  with  consummate  skill  and  ingenuity.  If 
this  plan  of  separating  the  canal  from  the  river  is  carried  out,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  predict  that  $2,000,000  of  the  canal  revenues  will  be 
buried  in  the  nei0  /oic,  under  the  convenient  head  of  ^^  ordinary  re- 
pairs!" In  my  judgment  it  is  not  advisable  that  this  separation  should 
take  plaoe. 
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If  my  Tiews  of  the  Constitution  are  correct^  then  these  lateral 
works  must  stop  where  they  are.  It  is  no  more  competent  for  this 
Legislature  to  coi^tinue  an  unconstitutional  work,  than  it  was  for  the 
last  Legislature  to  commence  it.  Not  a  dollar  of  canal  revenues  can 
be  appropriated  to  this  object  without  doing  violence  to  the  plainest 
and  most  sacred  pledges  of  the  Constitution  ;  nor  can  they  be  re- 
sumed until  ^<  the  Erie  enlargement,  the  Genesee  Valley  and  Black 
river  canals  are  completed." 

• 

It  is  signally  unfortunate  that  the  expressed  will  of  the  people 
should  not  have  been  obeyed.  Daily  loud  complaints  are  uttered, 
because  the  capacity  of  the  Erie  canal  is  not  adequate  to  the  demands 
of  a  rajndly  growing  commerce.  Portions  of  it  are  enlarged  while 
other  portions  are  not,  opposing  serious  obstacles  to  its  usefulness. 
It  is  the  aorta  of  the  canal  system,  bearing  the  lifeblood  of  commerce 
from  its  most  distant  ramifications  through  its  now  ^npeded  channels, 
and  it  can  ill  bear  the  gross  robbery  of  the  aliment  upon  which  it  had 
a  constitutiional  right  to  depend  for  an  increase  of  its  capacity.  It  is 
idle  to  say  that  the  Chemung,  or  Cayuga  or  Seneca  canals  were  not 
AiUy  adequate  to  all  the  demands  (^  commerce  upon  them.  Their 
enlargement  was  not  needed,  and  it  was  unconstitutional  to  do  so.  ' 
Hie  Oswego  would  have  been  content  with  enlarged  locks,  and  the 
$100,000  would  have  secured  this  improvement  All  beyond  this, 
m  my  estimation,  was  wrong. 

It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  farther  provision  for  these  works  is 
to  be  made,  under  the  specious  cover  of  ^  crdinary  repaiTsP  11  such 
shall  be  result,  I  shall  have  the  proud  satisfiaiction  of  knowmg  that  my 
eamest  protest  is  recorded  against  it. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

FREDERICK  FOLLETT. 


Sbt»tt  of  TXti^^^ovU^ 
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R£FOBT 

Of  the  Trastees  of  the  United  Society  of  Shakers  in 
the  town  of  New  Lebanon,  Colombia  Co.,  N.  T. 

In  Tiew  of  complying  with  the  resolution  of  the  Honorable  Senate, ' 
passed  February  8th,  1850,  we,  the  trustees  of  the  temporalities  of 
the  United  Society  of  Shakers  of  N^w  Lebanon,  Columbia  countji 

Resfectfullt  Repo&t  : 

In  answer  to  section  1. 

The  real  estate  belonging  to  this  society  on  the  16th  of  Aprfl, 
1839,  was,  according  to  the  assessors'  returns,  as  follows,  viz : 
(2,292^)  two  thousand  two  hundred  ninety-two  and  one  quarter 
acres ;  Talue,  including  buildings,  (#68,226)  sixty- eight  thousand  two 
himdred  twenty-five  dollars. 

The  number  and  size  of  our  buildings  at  that  time  : 

One  meeting  house  of  wood  80X 66  feet,  with  a  porch  36x27. 
Nine  dwelling  houses  of  wood,  2  stories,  averaging  66  X  36. 
Two  school  houses,        do  do     one  36X28,  one  34X34. 

One  office  for  trustees  and  stoNi,  brick,  2  stories,  80  X  40  and  basement. 
One  do  wood,  IJ  do    30x84. 

One  work  shop,  stone,  3  stories,  70X40. 
One        do  do    2     do  n  66X30. 

One        do        brick^  3     do   .70X10. 

IScaate,  Ko.  89.]  1  [u.n.&300p.] 
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One  work  «hop,  trick,  ?  g  .tones,  and  for  Btoiage,  ar'age  «««  47  X  27. 
iSghteendo        wood,  $  b  »       » 

One        do  do    3    A6    65  X  38,  dairy,  tc. 

One        do  do    2    do    itTx  3D',  ipin. 

Two       do  do    2    do    37x28. 

Xwo       do  do    2    do    30x28. 

Ode       do  do    2    do    28x28  and  for  ttoragif. 

One  tannery,  wood,  2    do    84x46. 

One  gri*  null,  atone,  2    do    60x36. 

Six  nw  mills,  wood,  arerage  46x26. 

One  carding  bouse,  wood,  2  stories,  40x30. 

One  dotlder's  shop,    do    2    do      38x28. 

One  blacksmith's  Aop,  ^<^^l^^^^^  ^^8x26. 

One.      do  do    wood,5 

(he  gf*w<fi  ♦«•*»  5?  •ta'l*^  6?x«8. 

One       d«        *o    2    do      40x26; 

One        do    andddermill,  wood,  2  stories,  60x46. 

i&i  gaifd(l&  fioiiJe,  do    S    do      SffXWi 


offi         « 

7tfx62. 

One             io 

60X60. 

Two           do 

60x40. 

Three         do 

60x40. 

TnioB         w 

40x30; 

(Mi         d<^ 

fm           <iB        tit^Atgiiig^  8^))!Sl4. 

CttiJ66^B4rAj^V(>(d,' 

dOKtSB; 

One               do 

40x20. 

One  bam  and  shed,  wood, 

90x30. 

One  wash  honse,  wood. 

24X20. 

One  eiH^  sfedj'  Wobd; 

30X20; 

Onewagefi       do 

ioo>(a2. 

St|hX^tiMd       d(riiVeiftg« 

si2«,48x2». 

tm  &i        Af 

fWXM. 

Two    do         do 

S0X20. 

One  teazle        do 

JiVxSd; 

Three              do 

lb(  Anding  toolA 

One                 do 

>«JK28: 

Oae                do 

8^\60. 

Twenty  out  bi]iMi&g9<tf  irdod,  ^  irafiouiT  tfe^  tor  fttofag^  tad  dif- 
fti^nt  purposes. 

N^  B. — ^A  number  of  the  minor  buildings  baye  since  been  altered 
9ni  some  taken  down  since  1839,  so  that  we  have  only  stated  the 
particulars  according  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge.  The  buildbgs 
erected  on  our  premises  smce  1839  are  occupied  ezdusively  by  ^ 
■ociety  for  domestic  purposes.  And  all  the  bent  -we  receive  ia  for 
those  on  out-Iaitds  and  does  not  exceed  76  dollars  per  annum. 

SECTION  2. 

lUal  estate pwrchasedtn  the  State  ofJfeuhYwk  smce  the  Ibth  ofAprH^ 
1839)  mih  the  coOf  number  ef  huOdmig^  Ifc. 

Tract  No.  1.  1839.  Bought  dfJoih  CamjiBrell,  1 11  acres, 

kymg  in  the  toV^n  of  New  Ltffa- 
non,  cost, ^i^^^....    $4,360  00 

Mb.  3.  1842.  Bought  of  Geafgte  attd  HfafaAi  Spiien- 

eef^  hyih^  in  tb^  tb^im  of  Nfe^&e- 
buiiM,  89|  acrey  coilu .  • « « 4  •  < . . .     9^100  00 

No.  ti  1819.  BduglK  of  Iitt  aft)im«n\  14  iMe^  in 

N«wLebiM%  e(Mlt^.^i4<«4.^.'«.        854  00 

lfc(.  *^  1849.  Bo«gk  of  iSiimoe)  Ctnti^^  MrppdsM 

•bctat  Oe  aeresy  byiflg  in  tils  town 
of  Canaan,  cost^  ..^.w^.*.***.*       8D0  00 

No.  6.  1835.  Bought  of  Ashel  Royce,  136-  acres, 

kymg  in  tber  towir  of  New  Leba- 
non, colt,  ••^••w^«.«**.4iiiw*»     4^800  00 

No.  6.  1841.  Bdught  of  John  HuMock,  38  neaf^, 

in  New  L^banon^ eoM:^  ^^.^a....     2^00  00 

No.  7i  1849.  Boi^ht  of  E.  &  Q.  Bnbbatd^?  aeres^ 

in  New  Lebanon,  oDist, 420  00 

No.  8.  1846.  Bought  of  Cushman  Folly,  10  acres, 

laying  in  the  town  of  Canaan,  neai 
Whiting's  pond,  coat, 360  00 

No.  0.  1847.  Bought  of  Allen  Main,  107  acres, 

in  Canaan,  cost,.... 1,700  00 

No.  10. 1847.  Bought  of  Silas  Churchill,  14  acres, 

in  Canaan, cost, •.««••.        187  00 
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No.  11. 1846.  /Bought  of  John  Sidle,  50  acreS)  in 

Canaan,  cost, • 600  00 

No.  12. 1848.  Bought  of  Julius  Hitchcock,  17  acres, 

in  Canaan,  cost,. 300  00 

No.  13. 1848.  Bought  of  Dr.  Reed,  of  Pitsfield,  40 

acres,  in  Canaan,  cost, 567  00 

No.  14. 1849.  Bought  of  the  heirs  of  Elam  Tilden, 

122  acres,  in  Canaan,adjoiningthe 
State  line  of  Massachus^s,  cost,.  •      1,000  00 

$19,628  00 


BuUdmgi  en  said  landg  when  purchased^  and  those  since  ereded  then- 

an^  with  their  cost. 

Tract  No.  1.  When  purchased,  1  dwelling  house,  2  bams,  1  chaise 

house. 

Moved  on  one  old  barn,  value  about fSSOO  00 

The  repairs  about  equal  to  natural  decay. 

No.  2.  Qi^e  ]>9im%  one  shed,  no  permanent  building  erected. 

No.  3.  No  building  when  bought,  none  erected  since. 
>»  No.  4.  No  b\iilding  when  bought,  none  erected  nnce. 

No.  6.  One  dwelling,  two  and  a  half  bams,  one  cider  mifl  when 
bought,  none  since  erected,  no  repairs  made. 

No.  6.  One  small  dwelling  house  when  bought,  no  buildiag 
erected. 

No.  7.  No  building  when  bought,  none  once  erected. 

No.  8. .  No  building  when  bought,  none  since  erected. 

No.  9.  One  dwelUng  house  and  bam  when  bought,  no  perma- 
nent building  erected. 

No.  10.  No  building  when  bought,  none  sbce  erected. 

No.  11.  do  '  do 

No.  12.  do  do 

No.  13.  do  do 

No.  14.  do  do 


No*  8BL| 


SECTION  3. 


Real  estate  sold  since  the  \5th  of  AprU  1839,  to  vHum  sold  or  conr 
veyed,  and  the  price  or  conrideration  received  /or  each  eeparate 
tract. 

lit  1841.  One  tract  of  about  3   acres,  comprising  an 
orchard  and  valuable  piece  of  garden  ground 
to  Julius  Hitchcock,  laying  in  Canaan,  for,.       $360  00 
1810.  One  tract  of  about  14  acres  laying  in  Canaan, 

to  A.  Main,  for, 200  00 

1839.  One  tract  to  Allen  Spencer,  about  3  acres,  in 

New  Lebanon,  for, • 9000 

Also  sold  mostly  off  the  above  mentioned  purchased  lands 

wood  and  timber  for  railroad  companies,  ••      1,700  00 

12,360  00 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  amount  paid  for  land  purchased 

once  the  15th  day  of  April  1839,  is, $19,628  00 

And  sold,  as  above, 2,350  00 


/ 


Nett  addition, $17,278  00 

Jfote.  Our  lands  have  been  purchased  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
Society  became  able  from  their  earnings  and  saving,  in  view  of  grow- 
ing grain  and  other  agricultural  produce,  for  their  own  consumption. 

But  as  yet,  the  lands  owned  by  the  sodety,  are  not  of  sufficient 
quantity  and  quality  as  to  enable  us  to  obtain  from  them  sufficient 
grain  and  animals  for  that  purpose,  and  considerable  sums  are  annually 
paid  for  flour  and  grain  of  different  kinds  for  our  domestic  wants. 
Consequently  the  money  paid  for  said  lands,  we  connder  as  recog- 
nized by  the  trust  act  as  necessary  expenditure. 


I 


rSnrift 


SilQflOiri. 


In  nsfut  to  file  rtquiaitioa  eqntaijied  b  Has  secikm,  your  respoii- 
deott  heg  leaye  most  reipectftdly  to  remark,  tlmt  a  strict  compBiiice 
therewith  is  felt  after  due  consideration  to  be  utterly  beyond  our  abili- 
ty to  perform.  But  dbipuld  your  honorable  body  ^eem  ity  lulfi)m(n)( 
essential  to  tl^e  interest  and  welfare  of  t)ie  State,  that  ^  the  value  iff 
all  our  piprsonal  property^  fjf  every  dficriptionj  novo  wmei  orpasHSMcd 
iy  or  for  the  eodety^^  should  be  inventoried^  and  the  an^puj;^  reported 
to  th^  Senate,  and  they  will  appoint  a  committee  whose  abilities  are 
equal  to  the  .task,  w^  shall  feel  oucselye^  ip  di^ty  bound  M>  reiser 
^lem  all  the  asostanee,  which,  m  the  proiecution  of  their  intricate  la- 
bors may  appear  to  be  reasonable  and  just.  As  by  the  resolution  of 
t))^  S^ens^t^)  no  inventory  of  our  personal  jporpperty,  of  any  account  of 
imles  arising  from  manufactures  or  other  article  of  produce  in  1839, 
id  reqoii^i  your  respondents  cannot  comprehend  the  relation  this  sec- 
tion has  to  4be  object  contemplated,  or  what  a  compliance  therewith 
(were  it  possibly)  o^d  beJ^efit  tjiie  intereiit  of  ti;ie  State,  ^  m  pwpf 
^e  4if  th^  TriMf  Act  of  1839^"  or  hipw  by  &ke  m^^  ^  proc^e4Ji^g 
f^  JDe  dM>wn  the  difference  between  the  amount  of  pipperty  lAc^  ke)4 
by  the  society,  and  what  they  now  have  in  possession.  In  accord- 
ance, howerer,  with  what  might  be  deemed  reasonable  in  the  above 
requisition,  we  will  make  for  the  consideration  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ate the  feHawing  •dtateflAent  respecting  our  personal  property,  and  the 
dem^tie  amngem^s  and  economy  of  the  socie^. 

Fbretly.  We  would  rem.ark  that  the  live  stoc)i:  o^ed  by  the  so^e- 
ty,  consisting  of  horses,  sheep  and  cattle,  are  deemed  to  be  only  suf- 
ficient for  the  necess^  ^pply  of  teams^  animal  food,  butter,  cheese| 
wool,  &c.,  for  the  society's  .consumption,  i^id  would  probably  aiqopnt 
to  no  more  at  present  than  in  1839.  ^^d  though  occasionally  som^ 
may  be  sold,  yet  in  the  aggregate,  the  amount  arising  from  ^uch  sales 
would  not  exceed  the  monies  paid  out  for  purchases  of  the  like. 

Secondly.  Our  dwelUng  houses,  the  number  and  nzesof  which  are 
^ven  above,  though  large,  are  built  and  furnished  in  the  most  plain 
and  ample  style ;  and  while  all  unnecessary  and  superfluoua  articles 


of  fomiture  are  avoided,  the  actual  cost  of  fumislung  one  of  our 
dwellings  for  the  comfortable  accommodation  of  60  or  70  inmates 
would  fall  far  short  of  the  sum  often  expended  in  fomiahing  some 
le  parlors  in  the  cities  of  New-York  and  Albany. 


f&firdZy.  Our  shopy  are  fitted  up  only  wi^  the  necessary  canrtsor 
iences  and  topU  to  carry  on  several  branches  of  meohantcal  trades. 
Our  implements  for  fanning  and  gardening  are  mostly  of  .tb^  Imdn 
in  comiiqp  lyse,  and  only  such  as  are  nfeceffqv7  jTffr  jt))€^  ^npqjbi^  ^ 
buiuiBSS. 

SECTION  6. 

Of  mooies  oi>  hand  or  npon  d^posit|B  yrt^h  fnieqrpf^t;^ 
companies,  banfa  or  j^divi4ual^^  PJf^ 

Of  Qoy^nifpent  stocks,  stocks  pf  b^nk$,  Qr  otl^;r  jii|>cpr|^ 
latsd  com|iaiue8, 2*  8^^  the  B^f^jfr  |fi4  .Co- 
lumbia turnpike  company, value  ••••••••»••• 100 

Qf^dsand  g^ortgages,.. •«.,••• p.. ••..••  6*W0 

(tfJ»^1^9f^4bQ^4s,.•, •..,.. .•...• •..,•....,.•         4^00 

OfjuiifAi4hmi^Bfii,qn4^Wse9p{'v^^  •  Ifi^A 

•113,764 

Mite.  It  may  be  proper  here  ^o  remark,  that  there  maybe  depos- 
its made,  and  evidences  of  debt,  held  by  members  of  our  society, 
which  form  no  part  of  the  consecrated  interest  of  the  Institution ; 
oonseqaently  is  not  held  in  trust  for  the  society  by  the  Trustees. 
The  regulation  and  constitution  of  the  juiuor  order  or  portion  of  tfie 
sodety  bemg  such,  that  it  is  optional  with  mmbjers  of  ^is  order  or 
portion  of  the  sodety,  to  dedicate  ^eir  property  or  not^  just  as  they 
choose.     (See  Brief  ^bmositjion^  pa^  11.) 

•  How  Buieh  this  warn  of  $13»7M  exeesdisiiiM  of  aum«7  we  luUl  ia  potMitioa  on 
tko  mUk  of  April  Ml^  wp  9fuwot  prooUel/  pt^te ;  Imlfsoa  tlio  bo^  mmn$  wo  kKrp 
for  ^«;^orUiaia^  it  piobsbljr  miut  bo  a^oat  |Z|Oqp. 
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SECTION  6. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  all  monies  or  other  property  received 
rince  the  first  of  Febraary^  1849,  for  the  sale  of  property  of  all  kinds 
and  the  aggregate  amoimt  of  all  monies  and  property  paid  out  since 
that  period. 

Amount  of  sales  for  the  above  time, $38)406  36 

Amount  of  money  and  other  property  expended 37,810  07 

Bahnce, $596  28 

The  above  account  includes  all  raw  materials  for  manufacturing! 
as  well  as  articles  for  building,  improvements  and  repairs,  for  clothing, 
provisions  &c.  for  home'eob'sUmption.  Also  all  sums  received  for  the 
sale  of  articles  raised  and  made  for  market,  according  to  the  best  of 
our  knowledge  and  belief  and  as  appears  by  our  books  of  accounts. 

If  to  any  it  should  appear  strange,  that  a  society  of  6  to  600  peo^ 
pie  riiould  not  be  able  umler  ordinary  circumstances  to  increase  their 
yearly  income- beyond  the  statements  given  in  this  report,  we  would 
just  call  the  attention  of  such  to  the  following  considerations. 

FirsUjif  That  the  faith  and  principles  of  the  society  forbid  ita 
members  from  "going  into  speculation,  and  tolerate  only  such  branch- 
es of  industry  as  are  useful  to  the  public,  instead  of  those  which  tend 
to  superfluity  and  extravagance,  though  generally  the  latter  yields 
vastly  the  most  profit  to  the  manufacturers. 

Secondly,  It  may  be  understood  that  the  society  not  only  supports 
its  own  poor,  and  bears  its  equal  share  of  maintaining  the  county  poor 
bendes,  but  is  also  daily  in  the  practice  of  extending  such  other  deeds 
of  charity  to  our  fellow  men,  the  yearly  amount  of  which  would  be 
more  than  $2,000.  We  do  not  say  this  to  trumpet  our  deeds  of  chai^ 
ity,  but  the  occasion  seems  to  demand  of  us  a  clear  and  explicit  state- 
ment of  the  general  system  and  economy  practised  by  the  society  for 
the  better  understanding  of  the  Honorable  Senate.  . 


\ 
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SECTION  7 


Of  ail  nans  of  mcney  and  ether  property  expended  since  the  1st  day 
of  FAruary  1849|  in  buildings  and  permanent  erections  upon  the 
real  estate  of  the  society. 

One  wood  and  dye  house  of  wood,  70 -(-22. 
One  saw  mill  of  wood,  42-(-26. 
Qoe  dry  house  of  stone,  30 -|- 522. 

Amount  expended  on  these  as  near  as  we  can  estimate,  #696. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  explain,  that  for  our  buildings,  we  obtain 
all  the  materials  posnble,  on  our  own  premises,  such  as  timber,  lum- 
ber, lime,  &c.  As  for  instance,  the  largest  bam  we  have,  .built  6 
years  snce,  all  the  work  done  upon  it  was  by  members  of  the  society; 
80  that  the  sum  paid  out  for  such  materials  for  it,  as  tin,  nails  and 
glass,  would  be  but  a  small  part  of  its  value. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  real  estate  of  the  society  with  all  the  ad- 
ditions made  in  11  years  under  the  Trust  Act,  amounts  to  3,053 
acres,  which,  were  they  divided  among  110  families  of  five  persons 
each,  (our  numbers  being  equal  to  such  a  division)  then,  for  each  one 
of  such  families  of  five  persons  there  would  be  less  than  28  acres ! 
Also  if  the  increased  value  of  the  society's  property,  for  the  last  11 
years  should  amount  to  $26,000,  the  annual  gain  to  each  individual 
would  be  but  a  trifle  over  (fl,)  four  dollars,  a  sum  that  might  have 
been  absorbed  by  a  single  useless  article  of  dress.  So,  if  any  fears 
have  been  entertained  that  the  society  is  becommg  a  dangerous 
money  power ;  or,  that  it  is  extending  its  possessions  beyond  a  rea- 
sonable land  limitation,  it  is  hoped  that  they  may  now  be  dispelled. 

We  respectfully  submit  the  above  as  the  best  answers  we  can  give 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Hcmorable  Senate,  and  to  whom  we  tender 
our  assurances  of  due  respect  and  obedience,  as^to  the  constituted  au 
thority  of  the  government,  \mder  which  it  is  our  privilege  to  Uve. 
And  believing  that  it  is  our  right,  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness  (as 
guarantied  to  us  by  the  Constitution)  to  possess  our  lawful  property 
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in  a  commuiiitj  of  interest,  we  claim  the  continued  protection  of 
our  mien  in  tbe  peaceabk  c3ijoym<At  of  pur  juit  rights. 

JONATHAN  WOOD, 

JWio  Libanan^  March^  I860. 
Statk  of  Nkw-Yobk,  i 

Jonathan  Wood  and  Edward  Fowler,  do  solemnly  affirm,  4hat  they 
are  the  to^jit^  of  fte  UnitiBd  jSoj^c^of  gl^kcjcf  lA  ^|^  iQiyij  fffj^f^ 
Lebanon,  and  that  die  foregoing  statement  by  them  signed,  is  accord- 
ing to  itbe  bsfi;  of  their  Iqio^kdg^.  »94  b^^,  fis  fisll  .fi|4  cfrngitte 
annnsjsrer  to  the  enquires  direeted  to  them  |>y  the  cl^  oi  ^S^t 
ate  of  ihe  State  of  New-Yeixk,  acoopding  to  their  nndentafi^ng  of 
t^(m,  M  tfiay  are  able  to  make. 

JOHATHAPf  WQp», 

Affirmed  before  me,  ? 


R£FO&T 

Of  thio  Tnut^M  of  the  UmtedSoeietj  of  Shakers  in  the 

tpwp  qf  Wiateryliiet>  Alb^y  wwmty. 

Ifr  the  Ibfmobl^  l^&l^e  (f  tl^e  SMe  of  ^m-Yf^h  : 

We,  the  trastrees  of  the  society  of  Shakers  m  the  town  of  Waters 
y^et  and  CQiiniy  of  AJtban j,  iies^Kictfujilj 

REPORT : 

That  having  carefully  examined  the  resolution  of  your  bonontble 
body  in  all  its  parts  and  bearings,  we  find  it  utterly  impossible  for  ns 
to  fulfil  liie  obligations  therein  required ;  and  this  we  tUnk  must 
aiqwar  obvious  to  every  candid  mmd  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  give 
it  a  thorough  investi^tion. 

The  purport  of  this  resolution,  as  we  understand  it,  is  to  ascertain 
Ui£  annual  increase  of  property  obtained  by  the  different  societies  of 
^^^akjera  Within  this  State ;  that  it  may  be  und^stood  by  the  le^ 
i^ttborities,  whether  <iiey  have  not  forfeited  the  protection  of  their 
iaugi  uetj  by  opciassing  to  themselves  an  income  surpasring  five  Aoa- 
Bfoid  doUai«  a  year. 

Inasmuch  as  the  honorable  Senate  feel  under  obligations  to  look 
11^  this  m«4ter,  jthp^  Ihey  may  be  able  to  close  eirery  avenue  fhrough 
which  ;we  ai«|  or  ipay  he  exgposed,  to  endan^  our  xigM*  ^^^  fxair 
leges  ^  a  ^pc^ly  or  conuau^ity,  we  cheerfully  comply  with  this 
design*  But  instead  of  attempting  to  make  out  an  estimate  of  our 
annual  income  i^  the  form  recommended  in  die  resolution,  we  beg 
leave  to  state,  that  we  have  adopted  a  form  as  being  more  brief  and 
^ually  efficient,  by  which  we  h&ve  as^ertajined  as  correctly  as  we 
are  able,  the  average  valuation  of  our  increase  of  property  for  the 
last  eleven  years. 


IS  [Siiufi 

lo  dtnDg  UuB,  we  hare  been  guided  hj  the  ]iiiutati(»is  set  forth  ia 
nid  act ;  and  trust  that  the  honorable  Senate  will  accept  our  evtimate 
as  a  statement  of  &cts,  to  which  we  aie  readj  to  give  our  affirm* 
alion. 

From  an  examination  of  the  trust  act,  passed  April  15, 1839,  we 
cannot  believe  it  was  the  deagn  of  the  framers  of  that  instrument 
that  we  should  be  prohibited  from  improving  our  premiMS  by  erecting 
Daw  buildings  and  new  fences  in  the  place  of  those  which  have  be- 
come decayed  through  age  ;  or  from  adding  to  the  ntimber  of  our 
buildings  by  erecting  new  ones,  whenever  our  needs  seemed  to  re- 
quire it :  or  from  porchanng  additional  lands,  whenever  we  found  it 
necessary,  either  for  culUvation,  pasture  or  woodland. 

And  if  our  understanding  of  the  act  is  correct,  the  estimated  cost 
of  such  buildings  and  lands  belongs  among  the  necessary  expenses 
which  the  said  act  allows  to  be  deducted  from  the  annual  income  of 
the  said  society. 

llie  whole  amount  of  land  owned  by  this,  the  aforesaid  society, 
and  the  valuation  thereof,  as  taken  from  the  assessor's  roll  of  the 
past  ;'ear,does  not  exceed  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-seven 
acres,  and  valued  at  forty-^  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

After  a  full  and  thorough  adjustment,  we  find  that  the  wbcde 
amount  of  property,  both  real  and  personal,  belon^ng  to  this  society, 
and  held  by  us  in  trust,  together  with  all  our  labor  thereon,  has  not 
yielded  for  the  last  eleven  years,  a  nett  income  averaging  over  one 
thousand  two  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  fifty-three  cents, 
(1,217.53.) 

All  our  other  incomes,  over  and  above  what  was  needed  and  ex- 
pended ibr  diHuestic  purposes,  have  been  disposed  of  as  shown  by 
average,  for  the  said  eleven  years,  in  die  following  brief  catalogue ; 

Donations  to  sufferers  by  fire,  and  other  distressing 
calamities,  averaging  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents, $123  69 
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Small  and  numerous  donations  to  destitute  individ- 
uals, poor  families,  and  those  who  almost  daily 
apply  to  us  for  food  and  clothing,  ayeraging  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  one  dollars  and 
seTenty-seven  cents,,  • $2,281  77 

Counsellors'  fees,  costs  of  court  and  the  like,  averar 
ging  twenty-two  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents, • ..  22  63 

Average  amount  of  taxes,  four  hundred  and  thirteen 
dollars  and  forty-two  cents, ••••••«  413  42 

Losiea  met  Jlpril  16, 1839. 

Stock  in  the  Watenrliet  bank  at  West  Troy,  four 
thousand  and  seven  hundred  dollars.  (This  is  all 
the  bank  stock  ever  owned  by  this  society,) 4,700  00 

Losses  by  fraudulent  characters  in  trade,  and  fail- 
ures of  debtors,  averaging  four  hundred  and 
thirty-four  dollars, 434  00 

Losses  by  theft  or  money  stolen,  averaging  seventy- 
two  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents, • 72  27 

The  foregoing  estimate  of  donations  to  the  suffering  and  poor,  is 
not  given  for  the  purpose  of  trumpeting  abroad  our  deeds  of  charity, 
but  merely  to  show  the  disposition  we  make  of  a  large  amount  of 
our  earnings,  instead  of  hoarding  it  up  for  our  own  particular  benefit 
as  it  appears  that  many  think  we  do. 

We  might  further  observe,  that  although  we  pay  our  quota  of  the 
poor  taxes,  yet  we  have  never  received  one  cent  from  that  fond 
towards  the  support  of  the  poor  of  our  society.  Therefore,  all  {that 
we  pay  out  for  that  purpose,  piay  with  propriety  be  termed  an 
additional  donation  to  the  poor. 

In  conclunon,  the  average  amount  of  the  above  different  items  of 
donations,  &c.,  makes  a  yearly  sum  of  three  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-three  dollars  and  ninety- six  cents,  (|3,773.96)  which 
multiplied  by  eleven,  shows  a  total  of  forty-one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  thirteen  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents,  ($41,613.56,)  for  the  last 
eleven  years,  over  and  above  onr  domestic  expenses  and  annual  in- 
crease of  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  fifty- 
fhree  cents. 


Now,  when  it  iir  donaid^M  iMi  ^\l  of  the  abo^  nietttionM  fiuns 
of  expenditure  and  limes  ar^  drawA  idgeAet  by  hdneit  industry, 
without  the  aid  6t  a^^eukttioa,  and  that  tod,  by  io  sMll  a  sMAer  of 
people,  which  Kt  p»6settt  does  i!iot  eicei^d  tv^O  hacndred  aiid  €»ghty, 
iScludirig  male  andfemalei  aged  and  childferi,  i9t  pfesoitte  that  the 
honorable  Senate  iAW  be  satitf  ed  that  ni^  have  Hot  tfiail^cended  the 
19nita  of  the  law  Mt  tsyf  ac^iimutation!^,  and  "vMll  therefore  tetolve, 
that  we  may  x^  m  pMce  on  {hat  object  until  tl(e  iiScoine  of  our 
^of»fcAy  actually  etceeda  |6000  per  annlliii. 

CHAUNCEY  COPLEY, 
^tEPHtiN  WEtXS, 
iOSlJPH  aOODNOW, 

State  of  Nsw-I^obk,  { 

CShauncey  Cdpl^,  Stet>h6Jii  W^Hd  i&d  Josepb  (jfoo^ndw,  do 
solemnly  affirm,-  fliat  thejf'  ar^  tlie  trustees  of  {he  ttnited  Society  of 
Shait'ers  in  the  tt>ti^  6f  'T^aferrliet,  and  &at  (he  foregoing  statement 
by  them  signed,  is,  according  to  the  best  of  tkeir  knowledge  and 
belief}  as  full  and  complete  an  answer  to  the  enquiries  directed  to 
tiiem  by  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  New-York^  ao^ 
oerding  to  their  understanding  of  them,  as  they  are  able  to  make« 

GHAUN€BY  CX>PLEY, 
STEPHEN  WELLS, 

Mtt^d  before  tie,  tUi^  { 
IWh  day  of  Hferch,  1860.  \ 

J.  0.  OSiM^ 

Police  Justice^  city  of  Jmnki/. 


Sktatt  nt  Vti^^^^rU 
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IN  SENATE,  MARCH  20, 1850. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Finance  on  a  memorial  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Free  Academy,  New- 
Tork,  for  an  appropriation  of  $15,000  for  a  Library. 

Mr.  Morgan,  from  the  standing  committee  on  finance,  to  which 
was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  city  of 
New- York,  for  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  a  li- 
brary for  the  Free  Academy  in  that  city,  asks  leaye  to  submit  the 

following 

REPORT: 

The  Free  Academy  was  established  under  an  act  of  the  Legislature 
passed  May  7,  1847,  which  act  provided  that  the  question  whether 
such  an  institution  should  be  established  or  not,  should  be  determined 
by  the  votes  of  the  electors  of  the  city  and  county  of  New-York,  at 
the  charter  election  to  be  held  next  after  the  passage  of  the  act. 

The  question  was  so  submitted,  and  was  decided  affirmatively  by 
an  almost  unanimous  vote.  A  site  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $25,- 
000,  and  bmlding  erected  at  a  cost  of  $48,000,  capable  of  accommo- 
dating nearly  one  thousand  students.  The  building  has  been  fitted 
up,  supplied  with  text  books  necessary  at  the  period  of  organization, 
and  furnished  with  all  the  appliances  of  a  chemical  laboratory,  at  an 
expense  of  about  $15,0003  and  for  a  philosophical  and  chemical  ap- 
paratus there  has  been  expended  a  further  sum  of  $5,500,  which  sums 
form  an  aggregate  of  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  expended 
by  the  city  and  county  of  New-York  for  the  establishment  of  the  m- 
stitutioii. 
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The  object  of  tiie  Tree  Academy  is  to  Aimisli  the  means  of  edtica* 
tioD  gratuitously  to  pupils  entering  it  from  the  common  schools  of 
the  city,  and  its  admissions  are  con£ned  to  them,  receiving  mainly 
those  who  are  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  a  thorough  education  of  a 
character  to  qualify  them  for  usefuhiess  in  the  various  industrial  oc- 
cupations which  they  may  pursue. 

The  thorough  examination  of  the  pupils  apf^lying  for  admission  is 
believed  to  have  a  beneficial  influence  upon  the  instruction  in  the 
common  schools. 

It  is  confidently  believed  by  the  friends  of  the  Free  Academy  that 
it  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  most  important  educational  insti- 
tutions in  the  State,  possessing,  bstructors  of  great  attainments,  and 
aiming  to  educate  pupils  with  a  view  to  fit  them  for  greater  usefulness 
in  the  various  departments  of  productive  occupation,  rather  than  for 
professional  life,  renders  it  one  of  general  and  permanent  usefulness. 
It  is  the  purpose  of  ^  Free  Academy  to  furnish  to  the  children  of 
the  poor  as  thorough  and  valuable  an  education  gratuitously,  as  those 
more  favored  with  means  can  acquire  in  the  best  endowed  colleges  in 
the  State. 

The  chief  support  of  the  institution  is  to  be  derived  from  the  trea* 
sury  of  the  city  and  county  of  New-York.  By  the  act,  |20,000.per 
annum  may  be  appropriated  for  this  purpose.  The  only  other  means 
of  support  IS  the  share  of  the  income  of  the  literature  fund,  which  it 
will  receive  on  the  same,  basis  as  the  various  academies  throughout 
the  State. 

It  Will  thus  be  seen  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of 
'New-York  have  taxed  themselves  about  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars in  order  to  establish  the  academy,  and  are  to  be  further  taxed 
about  $20,000  annually  for  its  support.  This  tax  has  been  imposed 
with  great  unanimity  by  their  own  votes,  from  a  conviction  that  great 
advantages  will  result  from  a  thorough  education  of  the  masses,  and 
as  well  those  engaged  in  mechanical  pursuits,  as  in  professionallife. 

A  large  proportion  of  those  admitted  would  have  been  forever  de- 
prived of  the  means  of  education  they  arc  now  improving,  if  the  peo- 
ple of  the.  city  hadnot  been  induced  by  considerations  of  public  util- 
ity and  of  an  enlig^ened  philanthropy^ .  to  furnish  them  at  the  public 
expense.    No  proviaon  has  yet  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  f^ra^i|^ 


iftg  a  IQK^vrjr,  wd  the  Etsecative  Conunittee  of  tbe  acad«ns^  hareme)- 
morialized  the  Leg^hture  for.  an  appropriation.  o£  $15^000  for  that 
purp06e»  Regarding  it  as  a  part  of  the  poliqr  of  the  State  to  aid  in. 
advancing  the  cause  of  popular  education,  and  to  grant  some  suppoct 
to  the  various  public  institutions  which  promise  advantage  in  thesya- 
teiBr  of  bstruction,  in  furnishing  a  thorough  education,  to  enlarged; 
numbers- of  the  children  of  all  classes  and  occupations,  your  commits 
tee  eould  not  hesitate  in- recommending  the  Legislature  to  make  an; 
appropriation  for  the  free  academy  in  the  city  of  New-York,  for  thtt 
purpose  of  procuring  a  suitable  library  for  the  use  of  the  institution,, 
provided  such  an  appropriation,  if  made,,  could  be  paid  from^  the  our- 
plus  money  in  the  treasury,. and  thus  avoid  a  resort  either  to  a  loan  on 
to  direct  taxation.  They,  however,  regret  to  say,  that  they  are  una^- 
ble  to  discover  any  method  by  which  sudi  an  appropriation  caaat  tber 
present  be  pcud,  without  adopting  one  or  the  other  of  the  above  men^ 
tioned  measures,  or  without  depriving  some  of  the  charitable  inatitu^ 
tions  in  the  State  of  their  usual  stipend,  neither  of  'vrhich,  it  is 
believed,  the  Legislature  are  willing  to  adopt  Large  as  are  the  re- 
venues of  the  State,  by  the  income  from  its  public  works,  and  aa 
difficult  as  may  be  the  task  of  those  upon  whom  the  duty  shall  de- 
volve, to  make  a  wise  and  judicious  disposition  of  its  annual  nett  re- 
venue,, which,  under  any  probable  circumstances,  must  be  very  large 
after  the  year  1865^  when  the  indebtednesa  of  the  State  shall  havie^ 
been  wholly  liquidated,  yet  it  cannot  be  disguised  that  the  means  at 
commaod  for  many  present  useful:  purposeS'is  very  limited. 

The  convention  which  framed  the  constitution  very  properly  en- 
deavoring to  avoid  too  large  an  accumulation  of  debt,  and  in  the 
anxiety  to  provide  for  its  entire  extinguishment  by  the  year  ei^teen 
hundred  sixty-five,  have  so  tied  up  by  constitutional  provision,  the 
revenues:  to  be  derived  from  its  canals,  as  to  leave  in  reality,  no  alter*- 
native  but  direct  taxation  for  many  proper  objects  of  State  munifir 
cence.  Providing  as  the  constitution  does^for  an  appropriation  of 
$1,300,000,  to  be  set  apart  in  each  year  till  1855,  and  after  that  pe-^ 
riod  $1,700,000  as  a  sinking  fund  to  pay  the  interest  and  to  redeem 
that  part  of  the  debt  called  the  canal  debt,  and  for  $350,000  to  be  set 
apart  in  eadi  year  to  pay  the  interest  and  redeem  that  portion  of  the 
State  debt  called  thegeneral  fund  debt,  for  a  limited  period,  thenap- 
pro|iriatiffgp$1^50Dj|S00'amMially  to  extinguish  the  entire  mdebtedness 
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of  the  State  for  all  purposes,  it  requires  prudence  and  foreaght  on 
the  part  of  the  Legislature  and  an  economical  administration  of  the 
government,  to  ayoid  all  new  burthens  upon  the  people,  in  the  shape 
of  either  loans  or  taxation,  which  the  standing  committee  on  finance 
are  very  far  from  bemg  willing  to  impose  upon  them.  The  commit- 
tee nevertheless  believe  that  with  economy  in  all  public  expenditures  i 
and  with  a  prudent  forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  in  au- 
thorizing new  appropriations  to  objects  of  local  or  doubtful  character, 
the  State  will  be  in  a  situation  to  afford  some  aid  to  many  useful  ob- 
jects of  general  and  permanent  interest  to  its  citizens  for  which  its 
present  means  in  the  Treasury  are  inadequate,  and  while  your  com- 
mittee are  the  friends  o{  education  both  in  the  elementary  and  in  the 
higher  branches,  and  would  gladly  recommend  appropriations  for  ed- 
ucational purposes ;  if  at  the  same  time  there  should  remain  an 
amount  sufficient  for  the  accustomed  charitable  objects,  yet,  when  as  in 
the  present  case,  there  is  not  enough  for  both,  the  friends  of  the  free 
academy  will  never  murmur  if  denied,  when  they  know  that  any  do- 
nation to  their  institution  must  be  taken  directly  from  the  fund  des- 
tined for  the  charitable  sodeties. 

In  selecting  as  proper  objects  of  State  munificence,  when  the  condi- 
tion of  the  treasury  will  justify  such  an  appropriation,  the  free  academy 
of  the  city  of  New- York,  m  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  will  be 
fully  entitled  to  favor ;  but  for  the  want  of  funds  applicable  to  this 
purpose,  the  present  application  before  the  Legislature  cannot  with 
propriety  be  granted. 

And  your  committee  would  also  improve  the  present  occasion  to 
state  that  for  the  same  general  reasons  which  have  controlled  their 
decision  in  the  application  for  the  free  academy  library,they  will  also 
be  compelled  to  come  to  a  like  result  in  relation  to  several  similar  ap  - 
plications  which  have  been  referred  to  them,  but  on  which  they  may 
not  consider  it  necessary  that  written  reports  should  be  made  on  each 
appplication. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

EDWIN  D.  MORGAN, 

CHARLES  COLT, 

WM.  HORACE  BROWN. 


SbtMt  nt  VttiJ^^WtovU^ 
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IN  SENATE,  MAECH  26, 1850. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  commerce  and 
navigation,  in  relation  to  wharfage  in  Albany. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  a  minority  of  the  committee  on  commerce  and 
nayigation,  to  which  was  referred  the  Assembly  bill  entitled,  ^^  An 
act  in  relation  to  the  prices  of  wharfage  hereafter  to  be  charged  for 
yessels  landing  at  the  pier,  on  the  east  side  of  the  city  of  Albany," 
asks  leaye  respectfully  to 

REPORT. 

That  the  interests  affected  by  this  bill  are  deemed  important  by  the 
applicants  for  the  law,  and  by  the  pier  owners  who  are  opposed  to 
its  passage  ;  the  matter  was  very  fully  discussed  before  the  commit- 
tee, and  the  undersigned  has  giyen  it  the  attention  which  its  impor- 
tance demanded.  The  Albany  pier  was  constructed  under  the  au- 
thority of  an  act  of  the  Legislature^  passed  April  6,  1823.  By  the 
said  act  certain  persons  therein  named,  and  their  associates,  were  au- 
thorized to  construct  a  mole  or  pier  in  the  Hudson  riyer,  opposite  the 
city  of  Albany,  so  as  to  form  a  basin  for  the  accommodation  of  canal 
boats  and  river  craft ;  there  was  to  be  a  sloop  lock  at  the  southern 
terminus  of  said  basin,  and  the  pier  and  lock  were  to  be  constructed 
according  to  such  plan  as  should  be  approved  of  by  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners, and  the  certificate  of  the  completion  of  said  work  from 
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one  of 'the  Canal  Commissioners  was  required  to  ^recorded  in  the 
office  of  the  Comptroller  of  this  State.  The  corporation  of  the  city 
of  Albany  were  also  required  to  file  \hw  consent  to  said  law,  written 
sixty  days  after  its  passage,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
otherwise  the  bill  was  to  be  Toid.  Itis  admitted  that  such  consent  of 
the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Albany  was  given  and  filed  in  the  Seo 
retary's  office,  as  required  by  the  said  act,  and  that  after  the  completion 
of  tbe  pier  and  sloop  lock,  one  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  duly  gave 
his  certificate  thereof,  as  required  by  the  act ;  that  the  said  pier  was 
subsequently  subdivided  into  lots  and  sold  by  the  said  Commissioners, 
as  directed  in  the  seventh  section  of  said  act ;  that  the  sale  took  place 
in  the  summer  of  1825,  and  the  purchasers  went  into  possession  of 
said  lots,  and  all  the  rights  secured  to  them  by  the  said  act  at  that 
.time  ;  and  they,  or  those  holding  under  them,  have  continued  in  posr 
session  of  said  lots  and  rights  to  the  present  time.  The  right  of 
wharfage  was  one  of  the  rights  conferred  by  said  act,  and  there  is  no 
provision  made  in  said  act  authorizing  the  Legislature  to  alter  or  re- 
peal the  act  It  satisfactorily  appeared  before  the  committee  that  the 
leading  and  influential  men  of  business  and  property  in  the  6ity  of 
Albany  in  1823,.  comprising  a. majority  of  the  owners  of  the  principal 
iji^barves,  at  that  time,  became  dbscribers  to  ihe  fund  for  erecting  the 
piesy  aad  that  the  corporation  of  Alba&y,  in  addition  to  giving  ^eir 
conseol^to  the  law,  united,  in  1825,  in  executing  the  deeds  given  by 
the  commissioners  under  the  act  of  1823  to.  the  purchasers  of  the 
lots  on  the  pier.  The  corporation  of  the  city  of  Albany,  and  a  large 
number  of  persons^  now  petition  the  Legislature  to  alter,  or  so  far 
modify  said  acl,  as  in  Ihe  estimation  of  the  owners  of  said  pier  lots, 
to  injure  or  impair  the  value  of  their  property  iir/saidpier,  and^  as  tkey 
contend^  interfere  with  the  constitutional  rights  under^a^id  act.  The 
pier  J  (Owners  contend  that  the  law  is  in  the  nature  of  a  contcact  be* 
tween  the  State  and  themselves,  and  that  they  have  fulfilled  the  coor 
traot  ^n  their  part,  as*  is  evidenced  fay  the  certificate  of  ^e  Canal 
Commissioners,  on  file  in  the  Comptroller's  office ;  that  their  iiglite 
are  vested,  and  that  it  would  be  a  vidation  of  those  rigktfi  to  alter  tke' 
terms  of  said  act  as  prcyosed  by  the:  present  bill. 

The  undersigned  feels  constrained  to  adopt  the  views  of  the  pier 
ownets  in  thetir  construction  of  the  said  act  oi  1823  j  that  tfaa^^cs. 
waf  built  unde^  said  a^t  by  the  paitiea^uhsmbin^p  for  thatpucpo^ei 
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and  that  the  Gonrideration  therefore  was  the  wharfage  and  other  priyi- 
leges  secured  to  them  under  said  act,  without  the  expectation  of  any 
income  from  their  inyestment  they  would  not  haye  made  it. 

If  the  Legislature  could  now  «interfere  and  depriye  them  of  this 
source  of  income  or  materially  lessen  it,  they  could  haye  done  so  at 
the  yery  next  session  after  the  completion  of  the  pier.  This  could 
not  haye  been  the  understanding  of  the  parties  who  accepted  this  act, 
or,  I  think,  of  the  Legislature  who  granted  it.  If  it  has  turned  out 
a  good  bargain  it  is  their  good  fortune.  If  it  has  turned  out  a  bad 
one,  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed  that  any  one  would  haye  made  good 
their  loss. 

The  undersigned  is  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  question  was  an  open 
one,  some  modification  in  the  laws  regulating  the  wharfage  in  the  Al- 
bany basin,  might,  and  ought  to  be  made  ;  but  regarding  the  law  of 
1823,  as  binding  on  the  Legislature,  he  has  not  deemed  it  proper  to 
attempt  to  perfect  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

The  bill  under  consideration  is  defectiye  in  its  details,  but  for  the 

reasons  before  stated,  the  undersigned  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  ought 

not  to  pass  in  any  form. 

RICHARD  S.  WILLIAMS. 
March  25, 1850. 


Sbt^tt  nt  TXtiJ^^^OVU^ 
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REPORT 

Of  the  majority  of  the  committee  on  Medical  Societies 
and  Colleges  on  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message 
as  relates  to  the  cholera. 

Hie  majority  of  the  standing  committee  on  medical  societies  and 
colleges,  to  which  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  Governor's  mes- 
sage relating  to  cholera  and  other  infectious  diseases, 

REPORT : 

Your  coraaittee  not  being  practi^Ily  acquainted  with  the  disease 
known  as  Asiatic  cholera^  have  not  thought  best  to  trouble  the  Senate 
with  any  speculations  of  their  own  on  a  subject  so  important  in  all 
its  features  to  the  interests  of  community,  as  the  one  under  considera- 
tion ;  but  in  order  to  meet  the  expectations  of  the  public  and  to  com- 
ply with  the  patriotic  recommendation  of  his  excellency,  the  Goyernor, 
haTe  solicited  communications  from  different  eminent  medical  gentle- 
men, whose  opportunities  have  been  the  most  extensive  ibr  acquiring 
a  knowledge  of  this  disease,  to  which  they  refer  the  Senate  as  con- 
taining all  that  in  the  present  state  of  medical  science  can  be  relied 
on  in  the  treatment  of  this  terrible  scourge;  together  with  many  valu- 
able suggestions  in  relation  to  the  necessity  for  a  more  stringent 
system  of  sanitary  and  quarantine  regulations,  in  order  to  protect  the 
citizens  of  this  great  commonwealth,  especially  our  large  villages 
and  cities,  from  the  fatal  consequences  of  another  visitation  of  Ais 
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fekrful  malady,  and  to  pKTNit  tbe  diffaaon  of  all  other  diseaaea  of  a 
pestilential  or  malignant  character. 

The  nature  and  treatment  of  Anatic  Cholera  are  questions  of  much 
obscurity  at  present,  InToWisg  the  vexed  question  of  contagion  or 
personal  communicability,  upon  which  your  committee  do  not  wish 
to  express  an  opinion,  but  refer  the  Senate  for  a  more  complete  solu- 
tion of  this  very  difficult  problem  in  pathology  to  the  rery  able 
papers  on  this  subject  by  Doctors  W.  F.  Buel,  A.  Vache,  and  Pro- 
fessors Reese  and  Clark,  who  have  had  ample  opportunities  for  wit- 
nes»ng  the  various  phases  it  assumes  ;  of  watclung  its  pr<^ress  and 
of  observing  the  laws  by  which  it  is  governed,  so  far  as  they  are 
within  the  reach  of  human  comprehension,  which  are  herewith  pn- 
KDted  for  the  conrideration  of  the  Senate,  as  a  part  of  thi$  rtport. 

The  committee  deem  it  to  be  their  duty,  without  intending  to  ez- 
ptKsH  any  opinion  on  the  mooted  question  of  contagion,  to  recommend 
Ibe  propriety  of  adopting  some  measures,  in  connection  with  quaran- 
tine, to  purify  the  persons  and  clothes  of  individuals  arriving  at  our 
ports,  rick  with  malignant  cholera  or  other  infectious  diseases,  while 
subject  to  quarantine,  as  necessary  to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease 
sAer  such  persons  shall  be  permitted  to  mingle  with  our  citizens. 

The  committee  deem  it  a  duty  they  owe  to  the  public  welfhfe,  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  importance  of  a  State 
GoBHidsaiou  of  coMpctent  persons,  wboee  duty  it  ^all  b«  to  make  a 
M«tery  mrrey  of  the  State,  and  to  report  to  tiie  Legietatore  at  iU 
Met  annul  fteaiion,  feeling  confident  Hs  ntility  will  be  apparent  ife 
ftmiabing  accurate  information,  as  to  die  many  sources  of  disease 
and  deaA  to  be  found  in  almost  every  portion  of  the  State,  in  the  low 
awamps  and  stagnant  water  pools,  and  in  the  vast  amount  of  vegeta- 
ble matter  exposed  to  decompo^ion,  filling  the  atmosphere  with  a 
poisonous  malaria,  and  scattering  the  seeds  of  disease  and  deatii  in 
etery  direction,  to  say  nothing  of  its  importance  to  the  a^cultnral 
iMerests  of  the  9tate  which  irotdd  result  from  a  ttioroi^h  system  o^ 
diramage. 

Whether  the  cholera  is  soon  to  revisit  our  coontiy,  is  known  oely 
to  the  SUPREME  RULER.  That  it  bas  shown  itself  lately,  at 
difierent  points  in  our  land,  is  a  agnificant  fact.  It  may  be  that  the 
influences  so  fatally  energetic,  but  a   few  montlis  agO]  now  llnget 
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only  to  strike  here  and  there  a  mortal  blow,  ai^  they  prepare  to  pass 
aw^y  from  us.  It  may  be  that  these  occurrence^  are  monitom  H^ 
vara  us  of  rarages  about  to  be  renewed.  To  be  prepared  for  flitt 
event  is  the  coiirte  of  wisdom* 

HilIio)is  for  defence  is  ouir  national  boast.  Why  grudge  the  cost 
ct  protection  against  a  destroyed  more  Fearful  than  any  mortal  ifoe. 
WWi  rtfcreiice  to  that  portioh  of  the^  Governor's  Message  which  sug- 
g(E»ts  Ih^  propriety  of  securing  "  (he  benefit  of  tht  combined  txperienti 
^BCimtyk  and  Uamed  men  throughcnt  the  State  loith  respect  to  the 
^rtginj  the  causey  the  progress^  and  the  tteattae/U  of  all  malignant  ani 
ihftetMa  dieeoses^  two  plans  have  been  suggested  to  the  minds  of 
the  eomUdittee  ;\the  first,  to  establish  a  medical  commission,  either 
pM&sfiently,  ot  for  periods,  during  which  the  public  health  is  uhusu- 
ally  endangered,  who  shall  consider  and  investigate  such  subjects  as 
tiiay  froih  time  to  time  be  referred  to  thetn,  in  connection  with  th^ 
^llc  health,  and  to  report  their  views  to  the  Legislature  oh  all 
Ittbjects  which  in  their  opinion  require  the  interference  of  law;  or, 
^H^ottdly,  that  the  State  look  for  medical  advisers  in  the  State  Medi- 
^  Society,  or  to  the  faculties  of  those  medical  collegeik  which  re* 
t€iyt  pecuniary  aid  firom  its  jmunificence.  In  making  ibis  last  stig- 
g^OA  the  committee  Would  not  be  understood  to  draw  any  coiti'^ 
prison  between  Xhfc  men  associated  in  these  bodies,  and  other 
iditaibiets  of  the  |)rofession.  But  the  State  has  less  claim  on  the  time 
and  labora  of  (iritRte'phyricians,  than  would  perhaps  be  recognised 
b]r  these  who  hold  offices  created  by  its  choice.  Recognizing  Ae 
wiadoai  of  the  recommendation  of  the  Grovernor,  the  committee  are 
not  prepared  to  say  that  they  have  fallen  on  the  best  plan  to  acoom* 
ylifih  it. 

FbukUy,  ydir  tommittee  have  come  to  the  fbllowiiig  eohclusioiis, 
16  urbich  they  reapectf\illy  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

lst«  In  view  of  the  facts  before  stated  partieukrly,  considering  ths 
imsettled  state  of  professional  and  public  opinion,  regarding  the  eon- 
t^iousness  of  cholera,  and  the  moral  effect  of  giving  free  admission 
into  our  ports  to  vessels  having  this  or  other  pestilential  o>  contagious 
Abuses  On  board,  they  are  not  prepared  to  recommend  any  sush  al-' 
terations  in  existing  quarantine  laws  or  regulations  as  vnll  exempt 
malignant  or  Asiatic  cholera,  typhus  or  ship  fever,  and  small  pox 
fr(»n  the  restraints  now  legally  imposed  by  the  State. 
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2d.  They  recommend  that  general  provimons  be  made  by  law  for 
the  appomtment  of  a  board  of  health  in  eyery  town,  yillage  and  d^ 
in  the  State,  wheneyer  the  health  of  such  town,  Tillage  or  city  is  in- 
▼aded  or  threatened  by  any  malignant  or  infectious  disease.  That  in 
the  to^raSy  this  board  consist  of  the  supervisor,  the  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  at  least  one  physician,  to  be  appointed  by  the  so^ 
pervisor  and  the  justices  of  the  peace:  that  in  every  village  where  a 
board  of  health  is  not  already  provided  for  by  law,  they  have  power 
at  their  discretion  to  appoint  such  board,  or  a  sanitary  committee  vnth 
the  full  power  of  a  board  of  health,  to  consist  of  not  more  than 
•even,  nor  less  than  five  persons,  of  whom,  one  at  least,  shall  be  a 
physician;  and  that  in  every  city,  not  now  in  like  manner  provided 
for  by  law,  the  common  council  may  appoint  such  board,  or  a  sanita- 
ry committee,  with  the  full  power  of  such  board,  to  consist  of  not  less 
than  seven,  nor  more  than  nine  persons,  of  whom  the  rendent  phy- 
sician, if  there  be  one,  and  at  least  two  other  physicians,  shall 
be  members:  that  these  several  boards  shall  have  full  power  to  e»* 
tablish  quarantine  against  malignant  or  infectious  diseases;  to  remove 
nuistuices  and  filth  of  every  sort;  to  establish  hospitals  for  the  side; 
to  appoint  a  health  officer  and  physician  to  attend  the  sick  poor  at 
their  own  dwellings,  or  at  their  discretion  to  remove  persons  dck  of 
a  contagious  disease,  to  some  safe  and  proper  place;  to  prohibit  the 
sale  of  unwholesome  articles  of  food,  and  to  do  all  things,  which,  in 
their  judgment,  the  safety  and  health  of  community  may  require. 

3d.  They  recommend  that  it  be  enjoined  on  the  officers  and  per- 
sons above  named,  to  establish  a  board  of  heath,  or  sanitary  commit- 
tee for  protection  whenever  there  is  any  just  ground  to  apprehend  its 
approach,  and  to  do  all  things  necessary  for  a  thorough  cleansing  of 
their  towns,  villages  or  cities,  and  all  the  dwellings  therein,  and  early 
to  warn  the  inhabitants  against  such  indiscretions  as  may  expose  them 
to  danger;  so  far,  if  possible,  to  prevent  the  visitation  of  the  disease, 
or  at  least,  in  case  of  its  actual  appearance,  to  dbniniA  Hi  faialiiy^ 
by  the  timely  removal  of  all  accessory  causes. 

4th.  They  recommend  that  measures  be  adopted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture to  ascertain  how  far  the  State  can  judiciously  extend  its  aid  to 
the  establishing  of  Feveb  Hospitals  in  our  large  cities. 
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6th.  They  regard  it  as  among  the  legitimate  duties  of  the  public 
ttothorities  to  proride  liberally  wholesome  food,  suitable  clothing, 
and  as  far  as  may  be,  proper  dwellmgs  for  the  suffering  poor,  from 
whose  ranks  the  pestilence  supplies  daily  its  hecatombs  of  victims. 

G.  D.  ROBINSON, 
R.  S.  WILLIAMS. 
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Communication  from  D.  M.  Reese,  M.  D. 

That  portion  of  the  message  of  His  Excellency,  the  Ooremori 
vhich  invokes  the  'attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  public  health, 
bas  peculiar  importance  at  the  present  time,  in  view  of  the  recent  ca- 
lamitious  visitation  of  various  portions  of  our  State  by  the  epidemic 
denommated  Asiatic  cholera^  and  the  subsidence  of  which  is  so  justly 
referred  to  as  cause  of  mutual  gratulation  and  of  thanksgiving  to  the 
sovereign  Ruler  of  the  Universe. 

But  the  past  history  of  this  formidable  disease,  its  anomalous  and 
erratic  variations  of  access  and  decline,  and  especially  the  peculiarly 
exposed  condition  of  the  great  metropolis  of  our  State  to  its  intro- 
duct'on,  by  the  increasing  tide  of  immigration  from  trans- Atlantic 
countries,  which  the  daily  and  almost  hourly  arrival  of  crowded 
ships  admonish  us  is  still  destined  to  go  on  in  an  augmented  ratio,  aB 
serve  to  render  it  possible,  if  not  probable,  that  a  recurrence  of  the 
malady  in  our  midst  may  well  be  apprehended.    And  while  waivmg, 
as  we  do,  any  decision  of  the  question  of  its  communicability  from 
the  sick  to  the  well,  by  the  laws  of  contagion,  the  medical  faculty  of 
no  country  being  absolutely  agreed  upon  this  point ;   it  must,  never- 
theless, be  obvious  to  all,  that  the  occurrence  of  a  few  fatal  cases 
among  any  portion  of  the  population,  giving  evidence  that  the  drea* 
ded  cholera  is  again  among  us,  would  be  the  signal  for  a  general 
consternation  and  panic  among  our  fellow-citizens,  which  of  itself 
would  be  most  disastrous  to  the  interests  of  commerce,  and  as  expe- 
rience has  proved,  would  serve  to  increase  immeasurably  the  liability 
to  its  spread  and  prevalence. 

Hence  it  becomes  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  provide 
against  the  introduction  of  persons  sick,  or  supposed  to  be  sick  with 
cholera,  by  every  possible  guard  which  may  be  within  their  power. 
For  although  the  history  of  cholera  has  amply  shovm  that  no  absolute 
reliance  can  be  placed  upon  quarantine  restrictions,  however  strictly 
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eiforced,  for  entire  exemption  flrom  the  introchictionof  thepestilencty 
yet  it  has  been  equally  prored,  that  without  such  restriction,  the 
oommonity  would  be  thrown  into  needless  and  mischievoas  alarm 
by  a  few  examples,  or  eren  a  single  case  of  cholera  occurring  in 
their  midst,  landing  from  ships,  on  board  of  which  cases  have  oc- 
curred during  the  Toyage.  In  view  of  these  facts,  then,  it  is  due  tq 
the  public  health,  that  the  Health  Officer  should  be  empowered  and 
required,  by  additional  legislation,  if  called  for,  to  deta.in  not  merely 
the  sick  of  diolera  as  now  in  the  Quarantine  Ho^ital,  but  to  pr(]^ 
faibit  all  the  p,ersons  on  board  such  vessels  from  iQingling  with  tl(( 
healthy  population  of  the  State,  until  be  shall  be  satisfied  that  tbej 
are  free  from  the  predisposition  to  the  disease,  which  i^  inseparabt^ 
from  them  on  their  first  arrival  in  a  vessel,  on  b^rd  of  whicljL  i^fi 
pestilence  has  appeared. 

But  while  the  sick  are  forthwith  removed  from  such  vessel  to  the 
hospital,  the  well  should  not  be  condemned  to  remain  on  board,  but 
be  immediately  removed  to  the  shore ;  and  accommodations  should 
be  provided  for  them  within  the  quarantine,  until  the  health  officer 
shall  satisfy  himself  that,  by  proper  regimen,  they  are  free  from  any 
predisposition  contracted  during  the  voyage.  Their  own  safety,  not 
less  than  the  public  interest,  demands  this  course  of  temporary  sub- 
jection to  quarantine.  And  for  this  purpose,  buildings  sufficiently 
remote  from  those  occupied  by  the  sick  are  indispensable  ;  and  to 
these  last,  any  who  may  be  attacked  should  be  instantly  transferred. 
The  hospital  for  cholera  patients  should  be  sufficiently  isolated  from 
all  the  other  hospitals  as  to  allay  apprehension  on  the  part  of  those 
sick  with  other  diseases,  and  non-intercourse  with  such  hospital  should 
be  ripdly  «iforced.  The  necessity  of  more  extensive  grounds  and 
buifdings  than  those  at  present  occupied  at  Staten  Island  would  seem 
to  be  imperative. 

Such  precautions  and  prudential  measures,  in  connection  with  our 
quarantine  establishment,  would  seem  to  include  all  the  preventive 
measures  within  the  reach  of  legislation,  and  would  secure  us  from 
any  semblance  of  foreign  importation  of  cholera,  so  far  as  human 
foresight  can  furnish  such  security. 

The  subject  of  the  powers  granted  to  municipal  authorities,  and' 
other  local  Legislatures  within  this  State,  for  the  prevention  and  re* 
moval  of  nuisances,  and  the  prohibition  of  offensive  and  deleterious 
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occupations  within  thickly  inhabited  districts,  has  been  very  properly 
codunended  to  the  attention  of  the  Slate  Legislatiirc  ;  these  power* 
being  regarded  as  at  present  inadequate  in  extent,  and  contingent  in 
some  cases,  instead  of  being  perpetual  and  permanent. 

This  aspect  of  the  question,  in  view  of  another  visitation  of 
the  cholera  as  an  epidemic,  is  one  upon  which  there  is  but  little 
diversity  of  opinion  among  enlightened  men,  whether  in  or  out  of  the 
medical  profession.  All  will  concede  that  impure  air,  illy  ventilated 
houses,  filthy  and  crowded  apartments,  and  especially  those  varieties 
of  manufacture  which  generate  offensive  and  noxious  effluvia,  are 
pernicious  to  health,  but  signally  so  during  the  prevalence  of  cholera 
or  any  other  pestilential  disease.  These  sources  of  mischief  to  the 
pubKc  health  abound  most  in  large  and  populous  cities,  or  where 
there  b  a  dense  population.  And  that  under  such  circumstances  the 
municipal  authorities  should  have  the  power  to  remove  such  nui- 
sances and  suppress  such  occupations,  and  that  in  a  summary  way,  if 
emergencies  occur  endangering  the  health  and  lives  of  the  masses  of 
population  found  in  large  cities,  would  seem  to  be  appernt.  ^'  ScJu^ 
papuli  tuprema  est  /ex,"  is  a  maxim  as  sound  as  it  is  venerable,  com- 
mending itself  to  the  intelligence  of  the  pubfic  mind,  and  constrain- 
ing the  conviction  which  is  everywhere  felt  to  be  public  sentiment  m 
times  of  general  calamity,  that  private  interests  must  be  sacrificed  to 
the  public  good,  at  any  expense.  It  is  the  dictate,  therefore^  alike  of 
policy  and  duty,  that  all  necessary  powers  should  be  extended  to  local 
authorities  throughout  the  State,  to  meet  and  provide  for  the  emer- 
gencies which  may  occur  in  the  event  of  a  recurrence  of  cholera,  or 
other  similar  pestilence,  within  their  limits.  The  revision  and  re- 
enactment  of  the  law  of  1832,  entitled  ^^  An  act  for  the  preservation 
of  the  public  health,"  with  suitable  amendments,  will  probably  meet 
the  views  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  in  calling  attrition  to  this 
subject. 

The  experience  of  the  last  year  would  suggest,  however,  that  some 
further  legislation  is  called  for,  in  reorganizing,  or  investing  with 
new  powers  the  several  boards  of  health  in  our  large  cities,  and  |)ar- 
ticularly  in  the  city  of  New- York.  The  recent  report  of  the  sanitary 
committee  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  latter  city  having  admitted 
and  deplored  the  absence  of  any  sufficient  sanitary  or  medical  po- 
lice, at  all  adequate  to  such  an  exigency  as  that  of  1849.     Ought 
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there  not  to  be,  especially  in  so  large  »nd  exposed  a  city,  some  spedi*' 
fip  and  permanent  provision  by  a  board  of  medical  officers,  who  should 
have  in  their  special  charge  the  sanitary  regulations  of  the  city,  for 
'  the  prevention  and  removal  of  the  causes  of  all  pestilential  and  ma- 
lignant diseases ;  and  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  guard  against  the 
accumulation  or  concentration  in  any  section  of  the  city,  of  such 
conditions  of  the  population  as  may  engender  disease,  and  by  promtly 
reporting  to  the  respective  departments  all  the  causes  which  they 
may  judge  endanger  the  public  health,  render  it  possible  to  effect 
their  removal  in  time,  without  waiting  until  the  development  of  a 
deadly  pestilence  in  the  neighborhood  shall  disclose  the  sources  of 
poison  to  the  atmosphere,  after  the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  city 
has  been  ruined,  and  scores  or  hundreds  of  lives  have  been  sacri- 
ficed. 

Whatever  may  be  doubtful  or  inscrutable  in  regard  to  the  cholera, 
all  experience  has  proved  that  the  spots  in  our  cities  which  are  pre- 
eminently the  nuclei  whence  its  fearful  ravages  spread  with  the 
greatest  rapidity  and  mortality,  are  those  in  which  are  found  the  most 
filthy,  degraded  and  vicious  of  our  population,  who  are  congregated 
in  dense  masses,  amid  squalid  poverty,  and  in  apartments  not  only 
without  ventilation  or  cleanliness,  but  in  which  neither  of  these  ne- 
cessaries of  human  life  can  by  possibility  exist  under  the  circumstan- 
ces surrounding  them.  From  these  localities  and  other  kindred 
nuisances  found  as  they  are  in  different  sections  of  a  large  city,  the 
atmospheric  poison  here  engendered  radiates  and  spreads  in  conformity 
to  the  known  laws  of  pestilence,  infecting  the  air  of  otherwise  healthy 
localities,  until  a  general  epidemic  overspreads  the  entire  population 
with  disease  and  death, 

Violation  of  the  laws  of  health  and  life  are  now  well  understood, 
to  be  among  the  most  prolific  sources  of  pestilential  diseases ;  and 
while  many  such  are  admitted  to  be  incidental  to  large  cities,  and 
inseparable  from  a  dense  population,  yet  the  mischiefs  resulting 
therefrom,  may  be  mitigated  and  confined  within  very  narrow  limits, 
if  a  skillful  and  scientific  board  of  intelligent  physicians  were  offi* 
cially  charged  with  their  discovery,  and  with  the  duty  of  timely 
applying  the  remedy. 

Instead  of  a  city  inspector  who  may  or  may  not  be  a  physician, 
and  often,  as  naw^  is  not  a  physician,  the  medical  police  of  a  large 
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city  is  qaite  fts  important  as  any  other  department  of  its  goTeniment| 
and  calls  for  a  co«Hkis«on  for  its  adequate  management,  composed  of 
medical  men,  and  this  as  imperatively  as  does  the  cause  of  popular 
education,  or  any  other  subject  of  great  public  interest ;  and  dhould 
be  entrusted  to  a  board  of  judicious  and  qualified  citizens,  whose  puUic 
spirit,  education  and  pursuits  fit  them  to  direct  and  conduct  the  sani- 
tary measures  called  for  by  the  public  safety.  The  developments  of 
the  past  year  have  demonstrably  shown,  that  had  such  a  medical 
board  been  organized  with  suitable  powers,  ifa  connection  with  the 
boaid  of  health  in  the  city  of  New-York,  in  anticipation  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  pestilence,  it  might  have  been  shorn  of  its  terrors,  if 
not  wholly  prevented.  The  wisdom  of  such  a  measure,  instead  of 
waiting  until  the  epidemic  was  raging,  and  then  summoning  a  medical 
council,  after  the  mischiefs  of  neglect  were  irreparable,  would  seem 
to  be  too  bbrious  to  require  argument.  And  the  ixkiHity  of  inte- 
rests on  this  iml)ortant  subject  between  the  state  and  dt^  would  seoQi 
to  furnish  paramount  reasons  for  legislative  action,  lest  another  yeiis 
shall  find  us  again  the  sufferers  by  a  repetition  of  the  calamitauA  vifh 
it^tion  of  epidemic  d'hjolera. 

You  will  see  that  by  the  new  city  charter,  the  whole  subject  of  the 
public  health  in  the  city  of  New-York,  is  committed  to  a  department 
of  which  the  city  ifispector  is  the  head,  and  what  provision  is  made 
for  the  resident  physician  and  commissioner  heretofore  associated 
with  the  health  officer  and  appointed  by  the  Governor  ^nd  SenatCi 
seems  to  be  obscure,  and  the  contipuance  of  these  qfficers  seems  ta 
be  doi;ibted  by  the  present  city  injector,  who,  as  the  e3Ceqf:liye 
head  of  the  sanitary  department,  is  understood  to  claim  the  power  of 
appointing  these  two  officers,  under  the  new  charter. 

Is  it  not  clear,  then,  that  the  health  of  this  great  city,  ^pd  correla* 
tively  the  health  of  the  entire  State,  ought  to  be  better  guarded,  and 
ought  there  not  to  be  a  commission  of  medical  men  permanently  a^s- 
sociated  with  this  department  by  State  authority  7 

It  is  certain  tiiat  with  the  increase  of  our  dense  population,  Ifat 
apufces  of  disease  are  multiplying  in  our  midst,  and  wi&out  constant 
and  rigid  police,  the  hitherto  proverbial  healthfukiess  ctf  New-Yosk, 
will  be  forfeited  by  local  causes.  Houses  are  constantly  going  up, 
constructed  b^  speculators,  without  the  least  regard  to  the  health  and 
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Utcs  of  the  families  who  are  to  occupy  every  room,  from  the  garret 
to  the  cellar^  all  being  separate  tenements,  and  the  buildings  covering 
the  entire  area  of  the  lots  on  which  they  are  built,  so  that  in  many 
instances  there  are  no  provisions  for  ventilation ;  the  light  and  air  of 
heaven  being  shut  out  to  a  great  degree,  and  a  healthful  cleanliness 
or  purific^ioi^  of  theMmosphere  beiiig  rendered  impossible.  Old 
breweries,  factories  and  other  dilapidated  buildings,  are  refitted  and 
crowded  with  poor  families  in  like  manner,  without  any  regard  to  the 
laws  of  health  or  life,  and  ^y  these  and  the  like  means  sickness  and 
mortality  are  generated  in  such  premises  to  an  appalling  extent,  while 
the  whole  neighborhood  surrounding  such  plague-spots,  are  visited 
wiih  the  like  ealamities ;  and  fearful  epidemics  are  thus  either  created 
or  aggravated  mhm  arittog  from,  other  caxisei. 


Communication  from  W.  P.  Baell,  M.  D. 

New-York,  Jan.  14,  1860. 

To  the  Hon,  C.  D.  Robinson  ^  Chairman  Committee 

on  Medical  Societies  and  Colleges  j  Jf.  Y.  Senate : 

Sir, — ^The  undersigned  in  compliance  with  a  request  from  your 
honorable  committee,  will  proceed  to  offer  some  remarks|and  sugges- 
tions in  relation  to  Asiatic  cholera,  under  the  several  heads  named, 
yiz,  ^^  its  nature,  origin,  progress,  causes,  treatment,  and  what  al- 
terations may  be  necessary  in  existing  laws,  what  new  regulationSi 
precautionary  or  sanative,  to  prevent  its  diffusion.'' 

The  field  opened  for  discussion  is  wide  and  extensive.  To  do  it 
ordinary  justice,  would  require  a  large  amount  of  time,  and  extensivt 
inquiry  and  research.  It  is  evidently  the  design  of  your  honorable 
committee  to  make  the  investigation  a  practical  one,  and  to  obtain 
more  especially  frod  different  individual  observers,  such  suggestions 
as  may  have  been  the  result  of  their  own  practical  experience  rather 
than  of  speculative  opinions  or  hypothetical  deductions. 

The  underngned  has  had  the  opportunity  of  witnessing  and  person- 
ally observing  the  three  epidemics  of  Asiatic  cholera  which  have  vi- 
sited the  city  of  New-York,  viz,  in  1832-34  and  '49.  In  the  first 
and  the  last,  his  opportuniues  were  perhaps  as  extensive  as  those  of 
any  other  practitioner,  from  being  connected  with  the  largest  hospitals 
open  during  the  epidemics,  viz.  with  the  Park  Cholera  Hospital,  (pre- 
sent Hall  of  Records)  in  1832,  as  assistant  physician,  and  with  the 
Centre  and  35th  street  Hospitals,  in  1849,  as  Principal. 

1.  Origin  and  progress  of  Asiatic  Cholera, 
The  main  facts  on  this  part  of  the  subject  are  too  well  known  to 
your  honorable  committee  to  need  repetition.  Commencing  in  the 
Indian  peninsula,  about  the  delta  of  the  Ganges,  it  numbered  its  vic- 
tims by  tens  and  hundreds  of  thousands.  In  these  regions  Anatio 
cholera  is  endemic.    It  is  never  absent.    The  feeble  Hindoo,  dwell- 
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ing  amid  the  s  cramps  and  jungles  of  the  Ganges,  inhaling  always  a 
miasmatic  atmosphere,  scantily  fed  upon  rice,  has  no  stamina  to  re* 
list  disease  of  any  kind.  Before  this  giant  malady  he  perishes  like 
the  moth. 

At  three  different  epochs,  leaving  its  original  seat  and  centre, 
Asiatic  cholera  has  extended  itself  westward  over  western  Asia,  Ccn- 
tinental  Europe,  the  British  islands,  and  lastly,  crossing  the  Atlantic, 
over  a  large  portion  of  the  western  continent.  Confining  itself  to  no 
particular  localities,  it  has  on  both  the  eastern  and  western  continents 
a£^ted  mostly  the  banks  of  large  rivers,  the  alluvial  and  diluvial 
regions  of  the  earth.  Mountainous  and  hilly  regions,  arid  and  sandy 
plains  have  been  comparatively  exempt.  Its  law  or  ratio  of  progres- 
sion has  never  been  accurately  ascertained.  During  its  recent  inva- 
sion about  a  year  was  occupied  in  spreading  from  the  Persian  Qulf 
to  the  Caspian  Sea^  about  20  degrees  of  longitude.  At  other  times 
it  has  leaped  at  a  single  bound  over  twice  or  thrice  that  number  of 
degrees.  During  the  winter  of  M8-9,  it  prevailed  extensively  in  the 
Mississippi  valley,  crawling  slowly  up  the  large  rivers.  It  did  not  cross 
the  Alleganies.  During  the  same  period  it  was  prevailing  in  Eng- 
land and  France.  Emigrant  vessels  arriving  at  the  quarantine,  New^ 
York,  during  the  early  spring  of  '49  had  constantly  cholera  on  board. 
On  the  11th  of  May  it  broke  out  on  the  *^  Five  Points,"  N.  Y.,  but 
entirely  without  any  traceable  connection  with  cholera  at  any  other 
point. 

2.  Causes  of  ^siutic  Choltra. 

The  question  of  contagion  is  by  far  the  most  important  in  reference 
to  the  causation  of  cholera.  Admitting  the  existence  of  contagion 
or  personal  communicability,  the  absolute  necessity  of  quarantines 
and  cordon  sanitaires  is  at  once  conceded.  Repudiating  that  doctrinei 
all  such  cumbrous  machinery  is  at  once  dispensed  with.  More  than 
that  the  pestilence  is  robbed  of  half  its  terrors.  The  victim  of  chol- 
era will  not  be  forsaken  by  his  nearest  relative,  and  left  to  perish, 
without  a  friendly  hand  to  close  his  eyes  or  assuage  his  dying  agonies. 

These  considerations,  however,  are  of  no  moment,  and  entitled  to 
no  consideration,  if  the  theory  of  contagion  or  personal  communica- 
bility can  be  fairly  established.  The  undersigned  will  proceed  to 
examine  briefly  some  of  the  evidence  which  is  mainly  relied  upon  to 
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establish  the  theory  of  contagion  and  aka  to  state  the  aiguokeDltf 
which  it  is  believed  show  conclusively  that  obolera  is  nevefy  in  tbt 
proper  sense  of  the  word,  a  conts^ous  disease* 

1.   Tht  argwmmi  m  foiwr  of  contagion. 

These  b  a  olass  of  facts  on  which  great  stress  is  laid  in  esUblish- 
isg  liie  doctrine  of  contagion.  These  are  prineipally  the  ci^etnH 
sltoo^  that  cholera  very  frequently  m^es  its  iifst  appearance  in  sea- 
port towns  and  oities,  simultaaeously  at  nettrly  so,  with  the  arrival 
of  vessels  with  cbol«ra  on  board^  and  app$ars  to  extend  as  frpu  a 
coBunon  centre. 

Ifhis  \^s  the  casig  ih  New-Orleans,  at  the  coinihencement  of  the 
ffe^eht  epidemic.  This  was  also  the  case  ih  the  celebrated  in- 
stance  of  the  outbreak  bf  choleira  ti  Folly  Island,  ntof  Charlestdfi, 
S.  C.J  ih  18S2.  Thefe  are  very  numeton^  instances  of  ^  similat  des- 
dnptioh.  It  must  be  admitted  that  they  tr^f  a  certitin  degree  ct 
plausibility  ih  faVot  of  contagion;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  tire  mnst 
tecollect  that  such  instancies  do  not  occur  etcept  when  the  agency 
ixrhich  produces  cholera  is  abroad  Ih  the  earth,  extending  over  entire 
continents,  tt  is  confidently  believed  that  in  such  cases  there  are 
fih^ys  fact^  which  prove  that  the  epidemic  bfluence  had  been  pre- 
viously at  work.  There  is  existing  over  the  entire  population  an  xtit^ 
lisual  tendency  to  boWel  complaints.  The  train  is  already  prepared: 
it  ite^ds  but  a  lipark  to  igftite  it.  Th6  terror  and  excitement  occa- 
noned  in  any  community  by  the  announcement  of  the  arrival  of  that 
fearful  pestilence,  before  which  ^^  all  faces  gather  paleness,"  and 
which  has  strewed  the  world  with  corpses,  has  no  small  agency  in  de- 
veloping th^  disease.  The  ghastly  appearance  of  its  victims,  the 
Akuaea  and  disgust  produced  in  those  who  witness  the  alvine  dis- 
dh^rges  and  the  di^erent  symptoms  in  a  case  of  cholera  co-operate 
Itrongly  in  thid  Result,  tt  may  be  objected  that  cholera  and  no  other 
disuse  ii  reproduced.  True,  because  the  cholera  influence  was  there 
and  everywhere.  Like  an  invading  army,  it  had  sent  outposts  in  ad- 
IttihCe  in  the  shape  of  diarrheas  and  bowel  complaints. 

In  like  manner,  as  in  New-Orleans,  a  vessel  arrived  at  New-York 
AltaioSit  simultaneously,  in  December,  1848,  with  cholera  on  board. 
Thet^t  was  no  quarantine  established  that  could  at  all  interfere  with 
Hi  extension,  yet  it  did  not  extend  itself.  Why  t  Because  the  epl- 
diimic  iiiduente  was  not  there.    When  the  cholera  did  really  idtow 
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itself  in  New-Yodc  epidemically  in  May,  1849,  it  'was  entirely  Sa- 
tinet from  any  foreign  importation. 

Again,  it  is  &aid  that  cholera  follows  large  rivers,  and  the  great 
channels  of  intercommunication  ;  it  follows  also  the  march  of  armies, 
as  in  the  Black  Hawk  war  in  1832.  Undoubtedly,  cholera  goes 
where  it  finds  materia]  to  feed  upon ;  where  masses  of  men  are  con- 
grated  ;  in  crowded  cities  and  great  marts  ;  in  camps  and  armies. 
And  here  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  when  cholera  does  leave  the 
great  lines  of  communication!  and  show  itself  in  secluded  towns  uid 
▼iUageSi  it  teldom  extends  itself.  Those  in  ii^mediate  attendftnoe 
upon  the  sick,  and  frequently  panic  stridcen^  may  suffer)  but  it  sel^ 
dom   occurs  that  the  physicians  in  attendance  are  attacked  with 

cboTeta,  for  the  reason  that  they  ^tt  6eldotn  as  tniich  alarmed  as 
otbets. 

Time  would  fril  us  to  examine  all  the  facts  Supposed  to  favor  th% 
idea  ol  contagion.  It  is  believed  that  all  of  them  can  be  explained. 
One  ot  the  other  of  two  suppositions.  Elithte  they  have  been  merely 
accidental  eokicidenceS|  or  the  instances  of  supposed  contagion  have 
been  the  result  of  terror  and  apprehension  iand  oth^r  moral  infliH 
ences,  or  physically  of  the  nausea  and  disgust  produced  from  witnes- 
&lg  the  symptoms  ^nd  progtess  of  the  disease. 

S.  l%i  tta$ms  u>hy  thdera  ii  helieoed  ttiM  fd  U  tMtiagUnis. 

It  pervades  almost  simultaneously  entire  continents  and  great  por- 
t!6fiiB  of  the  earth's  isurface.  tt  does  hot  spread  progressively  from 
point  to  point,  but  appears  at  the  same  time  in  many  different  and 
remote  places.  This  is  not  the  case  with  small  pox^  and  other  con- 
fessedly contagious  diseases.  It  is  true  they  prevail  more  in  som« 
aeaeons  than  in  others,  owing,  as  is  supposed)  to  an  epidemic  influx 
emeef  but  we  never  hear  of  their  Reading  over  aitire  continents^ 

Cholera  requires  for  its  germination  and  development,  certain  c6- 
operatiiig  causes,  such  as  a  malarious  atmosphere^  a  certain  degree  of 
heat^  filthy  dampness,  intemperance,  l^d  nourishment,  &0k  Even  in 
eomiiui&ities  where  it  is  most  rife^  the  great  majority  who  pay  striol 
attention  to  Hygietiic  rules, .  escape  an  attack,  thou^  they  may  be 
coontandy  in  contact  with  the  diaeasSi  Is  diis  ti'ue  of  any  other  dia^ 
admitted  to  be  contagious  1 
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In  five  cholera  hospitals  opened  in  New- York  during  the  recent 
epidemic,  there  Mras  not,  among  all  the  physicians  employed,  a  80& 
tary  death  by  cholera  ;  though  in  each  one  there  were  several  medi- 
cal attendants,  day  and  night,  m  the  hospital.  Of  the  nurses,  and 
other  non-medical  attendants,  a  number  sickened  and  died.  It  is  be- 
lieved in  every  instance  they  were  intemperate  persons,  or  had  com* 
mitted  gross  errors  in  diet. 

Among  the  hundreds  of  physicians  in  the  city,  not  connected  with 
hospitals,  many  of  whom  were  engaged  day  and  night  in  attending 
cholera  cases,  the  sickness  and  mortality  were  very  small,  probably 
qmte  as  much  so  as  in  any  class  in  society. 

The  strongest  advocates  of  contagion  will,  it  is  supposed,  admit 
the  existence  of  a  certain  epidemic  influence,  be  its  nature  and  es* 
sence  what  they  may.  But  they  contend  that  ^under  certain  circum- 
stances, the  disease  becomes  contagious.  This  is  what  is  by  some 
termed  *^  contingent  contagion."  But  upon  what  rules  of  philoso- 
phising, it  must  be  asked,  when  we  have  one  cause  abundantly  suf- 
ficient to  produce  a  certain  phenomenon  or  result,  why  resort  to  ano* 
ther  and  second  cause  1 

Another  and  very  strong  argument  against  contagion  is  the  fact, 
that  no  quarantine,  however  severe,  no  cordon  sanitaires,  however 
strong,  have  ever  been  able  to  interrupt  or  impede  the  march  of  cho- 
lera. It  laughs  to  scorn  all  such  machinery,  even  when  backed,  as 
they  have  been,  by  millions  of  bayonets.  ^^  Sedet  atra  mors,"  still 
remain  true. 

If  it  were  deemed  necessary  to  enter  more  at  length  upon  the  dis- 
cussion, many  other  reasons  might  be  cited.  It  is  believed  that  the 
facts  and  arguments  already  adduced,  fully  establish  the  portion  tfatrt 
cholera  is  not  a  diseoit  comtnun/ioable  by  contapon  or  personal  commu^ 
nicability. 

With  regard  to  the  real  and  essential  cause  of  cholera,  its  true  na- 
ture and  mode  of  existence,  we  are  profoundly  ignorant.  To  say 
ttiat  it  is  atmospheric,  is  but  a  cloak  to  our  ignorance.  Whether  the 
inscrutable  agency  tha^  produces  it  be  atmospheric  or  telluric,  elec- 
tric or  magnetic,  solar,  lunar  or  sidereal,  whether  emanating  from 
bodies  celestial  or  bodies  terrestrial,  we  know  absolutely  nothing* 


Nd  haban  clieilaitirtry  has  yti  b^en  abl6  tt>  liei^ct  the  cause  oT  cbbl^ 
IB,  except  h  the  existence  of  certain  rei^ltls,  which  {>r^mip{)Cl^,  the 
Decenkitj  txT  an  aikqoat^  cailse^  vre  knbw  fiothfng  of  the  agency  trhich 
produces  cholera.  It  is  one  of  those  mysteries  which  compel  us  to 
bow  in  silent  submissidh  before  the  clecrees  6f  ah  itiscrutalble  but 
all-wise  Providence. 

Btt  while  compelled  to  aclctkowledge  our  ignorance  of  the  true  and 
^sentiat  cause  of  cholera,  all  experience  and  observation  demonstrate 
^at  in  the  temperate  regions  of  the  earth,  certab  predisposing  and 
exciting  causes,  certain  co-operating  influences  are  indispensable  to 

•  *  * 

the  germination  and  development  of  cholera  poison,  without  which 
(he  primary  and  essential  cause  is  almost  inoperative. 

Hiese  predisposing  and  exciting  causes  are  well  known  to  exist  in 
every  agency,  moral  or  physical,  which  tends  to  depress  the  powers 
of  life  and  pro(iace  a  debilitated  and  atonic  condition  of  tbe  system. 
Among  the  most  active  are  the  depressing  passions,  fear,  anxietyi 
and  despondency.  Intemperance  and  excess  of  every  kind  in  eatmg 
and  drinking,  improper  and  indigestible  food.  Impure  air  arisbg 
from  personal,  domestic,  and  public  filth,  or  from  neglect  of  ventila- 
tion. Low,  damp,  and  unhealthy  situations,  in  fine  all  those  causes 
which  are  peculiarly  operative  upon  the  lower  strata  of  society^  and 
which,  especially  in  large  cities,  are  the  unavoidable  concomitants  oT 
ignorance,  poverty,  and  destitution.  If,  during  the  recent  epideioi^ 
b  the  city  of  New-York,  there  could  have  been  any  ag^tioy,  bii9Mm 
or  superhuman,  which  could  have  taken  up  and  transported  far  away 
ftwi  the  haunts  and  purlieus  of  poverty,  destitution  and  trime,  thft 
thousands  and  tens  of  thontsatids  of  our  tnise^ble  ahd  degrftdicid  pbbtj 
cholera  would  ail  but  have  disappeared.  The  upper  and  tldid^llng 
ehttse*  of  society  (AirttUied  but  k  siiMdl  and  bsigiMeMkbt  tfubta 
towmfe  the  hceatvDiba  wbicb  the  dxAwk  nttftber«d  tlttdHg  in  M^ 

From  the  foregoing  remarks  it  is  perfectly  obviousi  that  all  mea- 
sores  designed  to  dieck  and  control  the  extennon  and  progress  of 
Asiatic  cholera,  must  have  a  primary  reference  to  the  improvement 
of  the  condition  of  the  poor,  to  their  moral  and  physical  ekvalion. 
G^Bttal  sanitary  regulations  m^y  have  their  kifiuenc«|  but  so  l«ig  as 

[Senate,  l^o.  92. J  S 
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poverty,  vice,  and  intemperance  continue  to  dwell  in  boles  and 
hovels,  damp,  filthy,  and  unventilated,  so  long  must  cholera  in  large 
cities  continue  to  number  its  victims  by  hundreds  and  thousands. 

3.  Jfaiure  and  treatment  of  Asiatic  Cholera. 

The  undersigned  regards  the  serous  or  rice  water  diarrhoea,  which 
is  the  result  of  the  epidemic  influence,  whatever  that  may  be,  as  the 
essential  and  characteristic  symptom  and  feature  of  Asiatic  Cholera. 
If  that  is  permitted  to  continue  the  blood  is  speedily  deprived  of  its 
fluidity  and  rendered  incapable  of  circulation  and  secretion,  and  the 
patient  falls  by  unavoidable  necessity  into  collapse. 

Collapse  is  but  a  sequence  of  the  real  disease,  which  is  the  serous 
diarrhoBa.  This  diarrhcea  if  timely  taken  in  hand  is  very  managea- 
ble. It  requires  nothing  but  rest,  moderate  doses  of  opium,  and 
astringents,  and  bland  nourishment.  When  cramps,  asphyxia  and 
collapse  have  supervened,  it  is  another  and  very  different  affair.  No 
f^ecific  for  this  phase  of  the  disease  has  been  or  is  likely  to  be  discov 
ered.  The  majority  perish  under  any  treatment.  Gentle  stimu- 
lation, warmth,  friction,  sinapisms,  &c.,  will  in  a  proportion  of  cases, 
succeed  in  rescuing  the  patient  from  his  otherwise  inevitable  doom. 
Mercurials  possess  in  this  stage  no  curative  power.  By  depressing 
the  energy  of  the  system  they  do  much  harm.  Were  it  possible  to 
place  the  entire  population  under  medical  surveillance,  with  the  pow- 
er to  enforce  its  prescriptions,  the  mortality  by  cholera  would  be  al- 
most annihilated, 

4.  WAat  alterations  in  existing  laws^  and  what  new  regulations^  fre- 
cautionary  or  sanativej  are  necessasy  to  prevent  the  diffusion  of 
Cholera. 

Upon  this  jbranch  of  the  subject,  the  underngned  must  speak  with 
extreme  diffidence.  His  studies  and  investigations  have  not  been  in 
such  a  direction  as  to  make  him  minutely  acquainted  with  the  already 
existing  legislation  on  this  subject,  nor  has  he  within  his  reach  the 
means  of  prosecuting  such  an  investigation.  He  has  already  expres- 
sed his  opinion  as  to  the  futility  and  inefficiency  of  quarantine  regula- 
tions. Perhaps  the  most  important  consideration  bearing  on  this  part 
of  the  subject  is  that  in  relation  to  the  prevention  and  suppression  of 
nuisances.  The  late  sanitary  committee  ot  the  Board  of  Health  have 
in  their  report  on  the  recent  epidemic,  (pp.  36  and  37)  fully  and  for- 
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cibly  expressed  their  opinion  on  this  subject.  Whether  additional 
legislation  is  or  is  not  necessary  to  carry  out  the  views  therein  ex- 
pressed, the  undersigned  does  not  feel  competent  to  determine.  Be- 
yond question,  in  the  16th  ward,  where  the  epidemic  raged  with  in- 
tense malignity,  hundreds  of  lives  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  noxious  and 
putrid  miasmas  engendered  by  various  local  nuisances  existing  in  that 
section.  Bone-boiling  and  horse-killing  establishments,  glue  and 
starch  factories  produce  and  disseminate  effluvia,  singularly  disgusting 
and  offensive  to  persons  riding  rapidly  through  the  neighboring  local- 
ities, how  much  worse  for  those  compelled  constantly  to  inhale  them. 
Hi)W  to  protect  the  public  health  without  infringing  upon  private 
rights,  is  a  nice  question  even  for  experienced  legislation  to  dedde. 
The  undersigned  does  not  feel  competent  to  venture  an  opinion.  That 
lome  farther  legislation  is  necessary  cannot  be  doubted.  Perhaps  die 
establishment  of  some  Mich  board  as  hinted  at  in  the  report  as  abov« 
cited,  would  conduce  greatly  to  a  happy  result. 

In  conclusion,  gentlemen  of  the  committee,  the  undersigned  begs 
to  state,  that  he  1ms  thrown  together,  hastily,  such  remarks  and  sug- 
gestions as  presented  themselves  in  answer  to  your  inquiries.  Should 
they  conduce  in  the  slightest  degree  to  the  object  you  have  in  view, 
he  will  feel  himself  amply  rewarded. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  J.  BUEL,  M.  D., 
Late  Physician  to  the  Centre  and  35th  st.  Cholera  Hospitals. 


Communication  from  A.  Vache,  M.  B. 

SiB — ^To  your  letter  in  pelsrtion  to  die  ^  origin,  progress,  cause  and 
tcestmeat  of  cholera,  together  with  what  alteratioas  or  rensiotis  in 
anating  laws,  and  what  new  sanitary  regulations  my  experience  in 
the  late  epidemic  may  have  suggested  to  my  mind  as  necessary  to 
prevent  its  difllision,"  I  can  only  make  a  rery  limited  reply.  To  4t> 
otherwise,  with  so  comprdumAve  a  snbject,  would  occupy  pc^geft  df 
sttauBcript,  considerable  time  for  mearch,  and  more  labor  than  ttjr 
pvoftsBtooal  duties  will  allow. 

The  history  of  cholera,  in  which  I  shall  include  its  progress,  une- 
qwTocally  traces  its  origin  to  Asia.  It  is  noticed  by  Hippocmtesi 
wko  lived  several  centuries  before  the  Christian  em,  and  by  otiierty 
not  many  years  subsequent  to  that  event.  It  prevailed  in  London  In 
1669  and  in  1676,  and  in  Paris  in  1630  and  in  1780.  In  1762,  it  is 
said  to  have  destroyed  in  Upper  Hindostan,  thirty  thousand  native  s 
and  eight  hundred  Europeans,  and  from  these  dates  to  the  present 
day,  it  has  been  with  gireat  fatality  one  of  the  endemical  diseases  of 
India,  clearly  described  by  talented  and  unimpeachable  authors. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  1817,  when  with  other  ravages  through- 
out Hindostan,  it  decimated  the  army  under  the  command  of  the  Marquis 
of  Hastings,  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Sinde,  that  it  assumed  a 
fosiiive  epidemical  form,  and  commenced  its  fearful  and  irresistible 
nUgration  to  the  east,  the  south,  the  west  and  the  north.  To  trace  it  on 
the  Eastern  Continent,  from  place  to  place  and  from  period  to  period,  as 
recorded  by' different  writers,  would  scarcely  come  within  the  space  al« 
totted  to  a  communication  like  the  present,  and  I  therefore  shall  confine 
any  further  observations  to  the  invasion  by  it  of  this  hemisphere,  with  a 
short  detail  of  the  courbc  it  pursued  as  it  occasionally  travelled  from 
district  to  district. 

The  first  appearance  of  cholera  on  this  continent,  was  in  Quebec, 
Lower  Canada,  on  the  8th  of  June,  1832;  it  reached  Montreal  on  Aie 
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10th,  New-York  on  the  24th,  Albany  on  the  3d  of  July,  Kocbester 
19th,  Tifoy  on  the  16th,  Flalbush  and  -Gravesend,  L.  I.,  on  the  16th, 
State  Prison,  Sing  Sing,  on  the  17th,  Phifadefphia  on  the  5th,  BaW- 
iftore  on  the  22d  of  August,  and  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  29\h. 
It  als<>  prerailed  in  the  large  towns  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and 
itrtributary  streams.  It  eithibited  itself  at  Kaamrouska,  La  Prairie, 
St.  Johns,  Buffalo,La  Chine,  Canghnawaga,Coteau  de  Lac,  Chateangay, 
Cornwell,  St.  Regis,  Prescott,  Ogdensburgh,  Brookville,  Kingston, 
York,  Chanably,  Plattsburgh,  and  Three  Rivers.  It  visited  Balti- 
more, Richmond,  Norfolk,  Edenton,  Cincinnati,  New-Orleans,  aBiA 
various  portions  of  the  Southern  States. 

To  the  east,  a  limited  number  of  cases  occurred  in  Niew-HavKiti 
New|iort,  Providence  and  Boston  ;  at  Newport  it  was  unquestionably 
brought  from  the  city  of  New- York. 

During  the  tittty-lhouaands  were  atttkcked.  The  average  morlaKtf 
VMS  abciQt  ifty  per  cent,  and  the  general  duration  cf  the  epldeiu» 
at  the  iwioaa  localities,  bet;ween  tw^y  asd  fpor  months; 

In  this  connection  it  is  important  to  note,  that  the  brig  Carricks  ar- 
rived from  Europe  on  the  3d  of  June,  at  the  quarantine  ground| 
Grope  Island,  thirty-nine  miles  below  Quebec,  with  the  loss  at  sea  of 
thirty *irine  passengers  out  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three,  by  a  di- 
sease which  sabsequent  eveats  established  to  be  the  one  under  ccm*- 
sidepalioD* 

TW  t'wO-fir9t  cases  at.  Quebec  and  Montreal,  were  immigirantS|/ 
landed  from  the  steamboat  Voyageur,  which  plied  between  th^  twa 
places,,  and  wluch  was  employed  to  convey  per^ns  from  emigr^At 
vessels  anchored  in  the  river. 

In  1833|.  the  disease  commenced  in  February,  at  Havana  and  M^* 
tanzas,  and  prevailed  for  several  months  with  great  severity :  tha 
deaths  in  the  former  place  reached  upwards  of  ten  thousand  in  a  po- 
ptiktion  of  about  one  hundred  thousand,  inciudingin  the  melanchofy 
catalogue,  the  American  consul,  William  Shaler^  EK)tiire,  and  tlier 
actiBg  bishop,  Pedro  Valeria  Y,  Ximenes. 

In  JitDC  and  August  it  invaded  Tampico,  Campeachy,  Vera  Cniz 
and  the  city  of  Mexico.  In  Central  America  it  attacked  the  wta^ 
and  destroyed  large  numbers  of  the  officers  and  men. 
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In  the  United  States,  at  the  south,  it  appeared  at  Apalachicola,  and 
at  Amelia  Island  on  the  coast  of  Florida ;  at  Mobile,  Wilcox  coun- 
ty, Montgomery,  Tuscaloosa,  Williamsport,  etc.,  in  Alabama;  at 
Yicksburgh,  Natches,  Claiborne,  Jackson,  Portage  des  Sioux,  ect.,  in 
Mississippi  ;  at  New-Orleans,  St.  Martinsville,  Thibodeauville 
Franklin,  Baton  Rouge,  Alexandria,  Contrells,  etc.,  in  Louisiana, 
and  at  Brazoria,  etc.,  in  Texas. 

In  the  Western  States,  it  was  at  Helena,  Little  Rock,  etc.,  in  Ar- 
kansas ;  at  Nashville,  Pulaski,  Memphis,  Simsonville,  Shelby ville, 
EflSngham,  Beach  Grove,  etc.,  in  Tennessee;  at  Maysville,  Flemings- 
burgh,  Georgetown,  Lawrenceburgh,  Lexington,  Lancaster,  Paris, 
Blue  Licks,  Millersburg,  Frankfort,  Bardstown,  Cynthiana,  Greene 
county,  Mt.  Yemon,  Danville,  Jacksonville,  etc,  in  Kentucky ;  at 
Alton,  Carrolton,  Quincy,  Rushville,  Galena,  etc.,  in  Illinois  ;  at 
Williamsport,  Salem,  etc.,  in  Indiana ;  at  Cincinnati,  Steubenville, 
Bridgeport,  Belmont  county,  Zanesville,  Jackson,  CiaHipolis,  Sene- 
cavilby  Chilicothe,  Richmond,  Fulton,  Dayton,  Lebanon,  Columbus, 
ect.,  in  Ohio;  at  Allegany,  Pittsburgh,  Brownsville,  Claysville,  etc., 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  at  Hagerstown,  etc.,  in  Maryland.  It  also  ap« 
peared  at  Wheeling,  Fredricksburgh,  Charlestown,etc.,in  the  north- 
em  parts  of  Virginia. 

In  1834,  it  again  made  its  first  visit  at  Quebec  and  Montreal,  and 
from  thence  spread  to  the  country  parishes  throughout  the  whole 
course  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  It  prevailed  severely  at  La  Chine, 
Kingston,  Prescott,  Ogdensburgh  in  this  State,  opposite  Prescott,  at 
Toronto,  and  amongst  the  villages  on  the  north  side  of  Lake  Onta- 
rio, The  village  of  Gait,  U.  C,  was  nearly  depopulated.  In  No- 
va Scotia,  it  was  very  violent  at  Halifax,  and  extended  to  St.  Johns. 

In  the  State  of  New- York,  it  exhibited  itself  in  the  villages  on 
the  south  side  of  Lake  Erie,  at  Buffalo,  Rochester,  Salina,  Albany, 
Poughkeepsie,  city  of  New-YoVk,  Brooklyn  (L.  L),  Staten  Island,  &c. 

In  New-Jersey,  at  Bergen  hill  and  at  Newark.  In  Pennsylvania, 
mt  Williamsport,  on  the  line  of  Schaylkill  canal.  Port  Carbon,  Beaver, 
and  Washington  county.  In  Maryland,  there  were  a  few  cases  at 
Baltimore;  and  three  or  four  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  In  Vir- 
ginia, at  Wheeling,  Richmond,  and  Petersburgh.  In  Ohio,  at  Cincin- 
nati, Butler  county,  the  Miami  country,  and  the  townships  of  Colum- 
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Wa,  Anderson^  and  Fuiton,  at  Huron,  Lower  Sandusky,  and  Cleveland. 
In  Michigan,  at  Detroit.  In  Kentucky,  at  Mill'a  point,'  the  mouth 
of  Sandy  river,  and  Princeton.  In  Mississippi,  at  Rushton.  In  Illi- 
nois, at  Luzerne  and  Fekin.  In  Texas,  at  Austin's  and  Power's 
colonies,  in  the  towns  of  Labride  and  Willaugb,  and  as  far  as  the 
river  Lavacca.  In  Florida,  it  was  at  Amelia  Island  and  at  Pensacola^ 
at  which  place  it  was  introduced  by  the  United  States  ship  Falmouth. 
In  Geoi^ia,  it  was  at  several  places  on  the  Savannah  and  Ogeechee 
livers.    It  also  made  its  appearance  at  Jago,  Island  of  Cuba. 

In  1835,  in  Tennessee,  there  were  cases  at  Nashville,  Memfrees- 
borough,  Franklin,  north  side  of  Duck  river,  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Jefferson,  Williamsport,  Memphis,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jackson, 
and  at  several  towns,  and  on  board  of  the  boats,  on  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers.  It  also  continued  on  the  Savannah  and  Ogeechee 
rivers,  and  prevailed  to  some  extent  on  the  Rio  Grande. 

In  1836,  it  for  the  first  time  appeared  in  Charleston,  S.  C.  During 
the  previous  years  it  had  not  approached  that  city  nearer  than  Eden- 
ton  on  the  north,  Savannah  river  on  the  south,  and  Folly  Island,  off 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  At  this  last  place,  it  was  undeniably  at- 
tributable to  the  stranding  and  loss  of  the  brig  Amelia,  the  31st 
October,  1832,  bound  from  New- York  to  New-Orleans,  and  on  board 
of  which  were  cases  of  the  disease.  From  the  wreck,  and  the  pas- 
sengers and  crew,  and  their  effects  landed  from  that  vessel,  it  im- 
mediately extended  to  the  few  negroes  inhabiting  the  island,  to  the 
men  employed  in  saving  the  cargo,  to  the  phyncians  and  nurses  sent 
to  attend  to  the  sick,  and  to  the  city  guard,  detailed  to  enforce  the 
quarantine.     The  mortality  was  extreme. 

With  the  epidemics  of  1848  and  1849,  every  person  is  familiar. 
To  continue,  however,  in  chronological  order  the  recurrence  of  this 
destructive  disease,  it  becomes  necessary  to  devote  a  page  or  more  to 
the  sad  reminiscences  of  those  years. 

On  that  occasion,  the  first  introduction  of  the  malady  was  in  the 
port  of  New'York,  at  the  quarantine  ground,  Staten  Island,  by  the 
packet  ship  New- York.  She  sailed  from  Havre,  then  healthy,  on  the 
9lh  of  November,  with  three  hundred  and  eighty-five  French  and 
German  steerage  passengers,  twenty-one  cabin,  and  a  crew  of  thirty 
men.    According  to  the  statement  of  the  commander,  Captain  Lines, 


all  handa  remained  vrell  until  the  sixtjeenth  day  out,  and  the  y^s^ 
was  in  lat.  42^,,  long.  6P,  Sable  Island  bearing  about  140  milea* 
S.  S.  W.y  Vfheai  oiwing  to  the  coldness  of  the  weather,  there  was  » 
genera}  oifiej^bauling  of  chests  in  search  of  warmer  clothing,  and  the 
fii:at  casea  Qccuxred.  At  the  tiiae  of  her  arFival,  on  Friday  night, 
PepembeT  Ist.,  seven  of  the  steerage  passengers  had  been  buried  at 
set ;  c^nd  on  the  Sd  ami  3d,  eleven  were  landed  sick  at  the  lazaretto, 
ai»d  put  hi  the  hospitals  on  the  hill.  Seven  of  them  died.  The  re- 
mainder, in  apparent  health,  were  ordered  on  shore,  and  were  lodged 
in  the  "public  stores,''  belonging  to  the  United  States.  From  these 
building^s  the  disease  spread  to  the  hospitals,  and  prevailed  in  both 
until  the  28th  of  the  month.  In  this  time,  upwards  of  one  hnndreJ 
were  attacked.  The  mortality  was  about  one-half.  It  is  alleged, 
and  probablywith  truth,  that  several  of  the  pajssengers  were  indirectly 
from  Bremen,  where  cholera  prevailed. 

In  April,  the  disease  reappeared  in  the  stores  \  and  in  May,  ia  the 
hospitals.  From,  the  18th  of  April  to  the  15th  of  August,  there  were 
01^  hundred  and  ten  deaths.  During  the  period,  forty-one  persons 
with^eholcra  were  received  from  the  shipjring.  Several  fatal  casea 
occurred'im  diSerent  parts  of  the  island. 

In  the*  early  part  of  December,  two  cases  exhibited  themselves  in 
thi8[  city.  The  first  was  an  individual  from  quarajjtine  j  the  otbei 
wa^a  person  who  had  occupied  the  same  room  in  the  boarding  hou8(9« 
Bo^h  we^e  fatal. 

Widv  thQKQ.€accepttOD9,  the. first  persoaaAttacked  im  Niew* Y^dk  waa» 
oi^.the^  11th.  of  May,  1849.  li  oc^eurred  in  Orange  street,  and  waa 
soon  followed  by  six  others  who  resided  in  the  same  premises.  From 
that  point,  the  disf*ase  gradually  spread  from  ward  tp  ward,  and  con* 
tinned  with  more  or  less  intensity  until  the  last  of  September.  Th^ 
number  of  deaths  was  5,017.  The  nearest  vicinity  of  the  pestilence 
was  the  quarantine,  between  which  and  the  city  there  was  constant 
intercourse  by  the  residents  of  each  place  ;  and,  in  most  instances, 
the. p^^D^ers  from  sickly  vessels  were  permitted  to  disembark  at  the 
wjlu^ves  v^ith  their  un ventilated  baggage.  If  the  infection  was  nat 
aaqril^ii^blQ  t(>  t^ifse  caus/ea,  it  qould  not  be  traced  to  any  oth^r. 

fe  Brooklyn,  L.  I,,  it  manifested  itself  about  the  26th  of  May. 
la  Wtlliamsburgh,  L.  I.,  on  the  29th.  In  Jamaica,  L.  L,  on  the  4th 
of  Jteie,  and  about  the  same  period  at  Bergen  and  Newark,  N.J. 


It  prevmileJ  at  Albany,  Troy,  on  fhe  Hne  of  the  £rie  canal,  in 
Chicago,  and  Bu&Io.  'In  Montreal,  the  deaths  were  499 }  in  QuebeCf 
to  the  98d  of  August,  943;  and  in  Toronto,  to  the  9th  ef  the  seme 
IMQ&)  380. 

At  Boston,  Mass.,  the  bark  Argyle  arrived  on  the  4th  of  June,^ 
from  Scotland,  with  cholera  on  board ;  and  cases  are  said  to  haye 
occurred  in  that  city  from  that  tinae.  From  the  29th  of  June  to  the 
iBth  of  October,  however,  the  deaths  were  602.  In  several  other> 
cities  and  villages  of  New  England,  the  disease  prevailed. 

In  Philadelphia,  eight  cases  were  announced  on  the  22d  of  May. 
The  number  of  deaths  accurately  reported  from  the  2d  of  June  to 
the  22d  of  September,  was  1,022. 

In  Baltimore,  it  was  reported  on  the  22d  ;  in  Norfolk,  Va.^  on  the 
29th,  and  in  Richmond,  Ya,,  on  the  30th  of  May,  the  Legislature,  of 
wl4ch  adjourned  to  Fairquer  Springy. 

At  New  Orleans,  like  at  Staten  Island,  the  cholera  appeared  kk 
ficsembcr^  and  under  similar  ckramstances.  The  two  first  case** 
sc^t  to  ii*^  charity  hospital  were  from  the  ship  SwaoloD,  from  Havue, 
op.  board  of  which  the  disease  manifested  itself  wbea  about  two  weeka.* 
(tpm,  port  Thirteen  bodies  had  been  thrown  overboard.  Her  pa8sei»« 
gari^  were  also  composed  of  French  an  J  Germaos^  and  the  latter  were 
recently  from  their  own  country.  From  that  source  it  q>read:  to  tho* 
diipping,  to  the  river  boats,  and  over  the  city.  The  number  of  deaths 
from  the  11th  of  December  to  the  7th  of  February,  was  nearly 
twelve  hundred,  when  the  boards  of  health  pronouccd  the  epidemic 
tti  an  end,  and  ceased  to  report. 

The  disease  insited  Ticksburg,  Cincannati  and  several  other  pl»ees'« 
(^  the  8tb  of  January  it  was  at  Mem{^s,  and  on  the  17th  at  St. 
LoMis-  I^  aIso  appeared  at  Mobile,  and  in  a  severe  foroa  in  T^cas. 
At  Fort  Lawson^  forty  deaths  occurred  in  one  ni^t  cunoag  tha 
t^topa. 

Subsequently,  the  malady  resumed  its  fearful  strides  in  New-Or- 
l^hDuSy  aiKl  in  Cincinnati,  and  oQ&tinued  several  months,  it  preml- 
ed  tbrougbout  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  with  asud  havoe  on  the* 
plantations,  and  extended  itself  to  Indiana  and  Illinois.  At  St.  Lsuia* 
its  duration  and  violence  was  unsurpassed  on  this  conUna<it)  a^d  in 
Texs^s  it  raged  with  unabated  aqd  deatiuctive  fury. 
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Amongst  the  victims^  was  the  chiyalrous  Worth,  thebraye  Dancan, 
the  gallant  Yates,  and  the  veteran  Gaines.  Invulnerable  to  the  balls 
of  an  enemy  while  leading  their  victorious  columns  on  the  field  of 
battle,  they  were  suddenly  and  remorselessly  stricken  to  the  earth 
by  that  unrelenting  and  desolating  foe  to  the  human  race.  A  nation's 
tears  bedewed  their  graves.     Peace  to  their  ashes  ! 

At  present  it  is  on  ^Ward's  Island — ^the  home  for  destitute,  invalid 
and  sick  immigrants.  The  proximity  of  that  institution  to  the  city 
of  New- York ;  the  recurrence  of  cholera  in  this  country ^  with  the  re- 
turn of  it  to  Europe^  and  the  probability  of  the  spread  of  it  from 
these  sources,  demands  the  prompt  adoption  of  every  available  means 
to  prevent  so  serious  a  catastrophe.  It  has  also  commenced  its 
march  in  Louisiana,  and  will  doubtless  again  overrun  the  valley  of 
the  Mississippi  and  the  shores  of  the  Ohio. 

The  cause  that  produces  cholera  is  not  known.  By  some,  it  is  said 
to  be  atmospheric ;  by  others,  meteoric,  telluric,  electric,  animalculs. 
To  reiterate  the  speculations  on  the  subject,  would  be  more  curious 
than  useful.  Each  writer  has  imagined  the  premise  from  which  the 
feet  is  assumed,  and  the  supposed  fact  has  invariably  been  made  to 
conform  to  the  fancied  premise.  That  it  is  a  specific  poison,  would 
be  difficult  to  confute.  Its  effects  on  the  human  system,  unlike  every 
thing  else  ever  beheld,  seems  conclusive  evidence  of  the  correctness 
of  the  problem. 

The  treatment  of  cholera,  has  been  as  various  as  the  opinions  of 
medical  men  on  the  nature  of  the  disease.  More  obscure  than  any 
other  malady  presented  to  the  conaderation  of  the  profes^on,  each 
member  of  it  seems  to  have  framed  his  ideas  agreeably  to  the  hy- 
pothesis derived  from  Ids  opportunity  to  investigate,  and  his  ability  to 
judge.  As  one  of  the  number,  I  have  pursued  the  same  course,  and 
while  I  avoid  any  reference  to  the  views  of  others,  I  do  not  decline 
to  furnish  you  with  the  conclusions  I  have  reached,  based  on  experi- 
ence at  the  bed-side,  during  the  epidemics  in  this  city  of  1832,  1834| 
and  1849. 

In  my  opinion  many  of  the  phenomena,  and  the  immediate  cause 
of  death  in  cholera,  are  to  be  attributed  to  the  disintegrated  condition 
of  the  blood,  from  the  direct  loss  of  serum  poured  out  of  the  capil- 
lary vessels  into  the  alimentary  canal,  and  subsequently  ejected,  in 
most  instances^  from  the  body.    Chemical  analysis  of  the  discharges 
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has  abundantly  established  the  fact,  and  venous  saline  injection,  by  its 
instantaneous  effects  on  the  circulation,  has  synthetically  confirmed 
the  truth  of  the  proposition.  The  first  indication,  therefore,  is  to 
suppress  the  loss  of  that  fluid,  in  order  to  retain,  as  long  as  possible, 
sufficient  vital  energy  for  the  action  of  other  remedies  on  the  system. 
For  this  purpose  astringents  are  the  only  agents.  Various  have  been 
recommended,  and  I  have  fairly  tested  the  efficacy  of  each.  To  the 
vegetable  combinations  I  gave  a  decided  preference,  and  from  tannin, 
in  five  grain  doses,  diffused  in  half  a  v^ine  glass  of  water,  I  derived 
the  most  satisfactory  results.  Ice,  so  generally  used,  produces  similar 
effects.  Independent  of  alleviating  the  intolerable  thirst,  its  tempera* 
ture  contracts  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  prima  vise,  and  closes  in 
proportionate  degrees,  the  mouths  of  the  secerning  vessels. 

Next,  and  equal  in  importance,  is  the  necessity  to  incite  the  liver 
to  action,  as  speedily  as  it  can  be  accomplished  by  the  administration 
of  cathartic  medicines.  With  me,  twenty  grains  of  calomel,  blended 
with  one  grain  of  powdered  opium  and  a  grain  of  powdered  camphor, 
succeeded  the  best. 

After  a  satisfactory  trial  of  many  others,  in  these  remedies  I  placed 
the  utmost  reliance.  If  rejected  they  were  repeated,  for  when  re- 
tained by  the  stomach,  and  bilious  evacuations  were  obtained  from 
the  bowels,  little  else  remained  to  be  achieved,  in  most  instances,  but 
to  guard  against  relapse  by  cautiouit  diet  during  the  period  of  conva- 
lescence. When  other  diseases  supervened,  they  were  treated  in 
accordance  with  the  type,  the  condition,  and  the  habits  of  the  patient. 

External  applications,  I  have  looked  upon  as  mere  auxiliaries.  As 
such,  they  are  of  some  importance  ;  but  in  themselves,  of  very  little 
value.  For  profuse  perspiration,  no  agents  have  equalled  the  free  appli* 
cation,  in  Indiarubber  bags,  of  very  cold  water  to  the  skin ;  and  for 
cramps,  none  have  exceeded  the  use  of  tourniquets,  without  the  strap 
pad,  sufficiently  tight  to  interrupt  the  superficial  venous  circulation  in 
the  limbs.  Iced,  **  Congress  spring ''  water  was  a  grateful  drink,  and 
valuable  for  its  saline  and  alkaline  properties. 

The  above  remarks,  it  must  be  understood,  are  alone  applicable  to 
cholera  when  it  presents  unmislakeable  evidence  of  its  existence,  by 
the  more  or  less  alteration  of  the  countenance  ;  the  clammy  moistness 
of  the  skin  ;  the  slowness  and  feebleness  of  the  pulse  ;  the  huskiness 


of  the  voice  ;  the  coldness  of  the  tongue ;  the  conugalion  and  livH- 
ness  of  the  hands  and  feet ;  the  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles  of 
the  abdomen  and  extremities,  and  the  "  rice  water"  dischai^es  from 
the  stomach  or  bowels. 

In  the  earlier  stage,  with  nmple  diarrhcoa  and  excessive  lassitude, 
diffusible  Blimult  composed  of  laudanum,,  ^irits  of  hartshorn,  essence 
of  cloves  and  peppermint,  tinctare  of  Cayenne  pepper,  and  ^irits  of 
camphor,  followed  by  calomel,  if  necessary,  are  all,  inmost  instaocss, 
that  is  requiute  to  put  a  speedy  termination  to  the  attnck. 

At  the  sereral  times  the  "  health  laws"  of  the  Stale  underwent  re- 
Ttnon  by  the  Legislature,  no  reference  was  had  to  cholera  unless  in 
1832,  when  a  special  act  was  passed  to  meet  the  occasion,  and  which 
expired,  if  I  understand  sectioi  10  coirectly,  by  Us  «wd  limitation 
with  the  year  1833. 

In  reading  over,  however,  the  law  as  it  apptart  to  stand,  for  it  is 
very  difficult  to  say  what  portions  have  been  repealed  by  subsequent 
acts  transferring  the  "  marine  hospital"  to  the  Ccunmissdoners  of  £mi- 
^tion,  it  seems  to  ne  thst  the  alteration  of  a  few  wordswid  the  ad- 
dition of  B  few  sections  arc  all  that  are  required  to  reoderit  more  pro- 
tectire  without  beii^  additionally  oppressive. 

With  this  view.  I  have  marked  in  the  annexed  oopy  of  the  law,  as 
published  by  the  commisuoners  of  health  in  1846,  the  amendments  1 
■ttggest. 

I  also  advise  the  separation  of  the  quaESBline  from  the  institatian 
provided  for  the  protection  of  the  immigrant.  Between  an  establish- 
ment for  the  care  of  individuals  in  health,  and  with  ailments  barmlesi 
to  others,  and  a  lazaretto  for  the  reception  and  detention  of  persons 
with  pestilential  and  contagious  maladies  that  endanger  the  lives  of  a 
community,  it  is  dlfticuU  to  discover  any  affinity,  or  to  adopt  any  ra- 
tional idea  why  the  connection  should  exist.  As  it  is,  singular  as  it 
may  appear,  the  board  of  health  have  control  over  the  local  sanitary 
laws  of  the  county,  with  the  exception  of  the  important  appointment 
of  beeJth  \VBn!cDa,  who  are  selected. by  the  chief  of  police,  whilethe 
CoBmisaiaDers  of  Emigration  have  possession  of  the  ho^tals  aed 
grounds  on  Staten  Island,  from  whence  Uie  safety  ol  the  city  of  New- 
York  from  imporled  diseaecs  is  to  le  derived.     With  such  an  eslta- 
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ordinary  admixture  of  depart  meats,  and  di  visions  of  powers  and  re- 
sponfiibiliticsi  the  resuUs,  it  seems  to  me,  cannot  fiul  to  be  disastrous 
in  its  consequeneea  to  tbe  public. 

Tn  my  judgment  the  ^'  marine  hospital  and  its  fund,"  in  order  to 
futfiil  the  intentions  of  their  creatioui  should  be  as  the  wise  heads  and 
pure  hearts,  governed  by  the  experience  of  years,  originally  made 
them — a  direct  unencumbered  branch  of  the  medical  police  of  the 
Slate,  and  immediately  under  tlie  jurisdiction  of  the  authorities  of  the 
city  and  the  commissioners  of  health,  who  are  alone  competent,  from 
position,  to  meet  the  exigencies  that  momentarily  arise.  How  to  ac- 
complish that  object,  in  full,  in  accordance  with  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  is  the  province  of  a  lawyer,  not 
of  a  physician,  to  explain. 

The  mouBtaitt  heretofore  raised  in  relation  to  economy,  or  rather 
wfcelher  ep»om  salts  can  be  purchased  for  ofte  or  two  cents  a  dose,  net^ 
er  can  be  worth  the  notice  of  enlightened  men,  especially  when  the 
prosperity  and  health  of  a  population  comprising  millions,  are  undefer 
coBsiileratioa. 

Before  leaving  this  branch  of  the  subject|  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  re- 
commend the  removal  of  the  quarantine  fVom  its  present  location  to 
a  more  distant  site,  if  one  can  be  procured  that  shall  afford  a  harbor 
far  the  anchorage  of  vessels^d^nd  sufiBcient  accommodation yor^Aefo/e 
dUention^  and  purificaiwi  ^  pas$mg9rs  amd  thmr  baggagt^  when  cir- 
cumstances demand  it.  With  any  other  disease  than  cholera  tbii 
perhaps  would  not  be  immediately  necessary ;  but  when  the  popular 
lion  of  Slaten  Island — its  proximity  to  Ih^  city-^the  constant  una- 
Yoiibble  commingling  of  the  inhabitants  with  each  other,  and  the  &*- 
cility  and  rapiAty  with  which  the  virus  is  conTeyed,  are  taken  into 
consideration,  the  condnsiofei  is  self  evident  that  much  greater  seovh 
rity  mast  arise  from  a  more  isolated  and  better  ventilated  pesitioQ* 

When  this  is  done,  and  tbe  law  as  amended  in  1846,  with  trifling 
alterations  is  restored  to  the  statute  book,  and  published  iti  one  atst 
that  it  may  be  understood^  all,  probably,  will  have  been  practicaUff 
obtained  by  the  authorities  of  the  State,  that  is  within  the  power  of 
the  wisest  legislation  to  devise,  short  of  ncm-intercourse  with  infected 
coontfiea,  ditided  by  teas  of  thousands  of  miles  in  eattcnl* 
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The  prophylactic  measores  adopted  against  the  accession  of  chole* 
ra,  it  must  be  admitted ,  have  hitherto  been  futile.  Military  and  civic 
cordons  of  the  strongest  kinds  have  been  instituted,  and  quarantiiles 
of  the  mo&t  rigid  character  have  been  established  without  avail. 
Governed  by  special,  though  inscrutable  laws  of  its  own,  its  inde- 
pendent march  over  vallies  and  mountains  and  oceans,  regardless  vf 
climatej  has  defied  the  most  energetic  efforts  of  human  wisdom  to 
control.  That  the  disease,  however,  is  indigenous  to  India,  no  one 
can  dispute,  and  that  it  radiated  from  that  point  over  the  habitable 
globe,  few  will  deny.  Be  the  cause  that  produces,  therefore,  what  it 
may,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  it  is  transmiiiihle  from  hamlet  to 
village — from  town  to  city — from  country  to  country — ^and  from  con- 
tinent to  continent.  Take  for  example,  the  invasion  of  Quebec  and 
Folly  Island  in  1832,  and  who  will  question  that  the  poison  did  not 
emanate  from  the  brigs  Carricks  and  Amelia,  and  the  baggage  of  their 
infected  passengers  and  crews  ?  Look  at  the  ship  New- York,  at  Sta- 
ten  Island  in  1848,  and  who  will  seek  any  other  source  to  explain 
from  whence  the  pest  was  derived  1  Remember  the  ship  Swanton, 
in  the  same  month  and  year,  at  New-Orleans— ^the  bark  Argyle  at 
Boston  in  1849 — and  the  myriads  of  steamboats  on  the  northern  and 
western  rivers,  and  what  greater  proof  can  be  required  to  establish,  that 
from  these  nuclei  the  malaria  was  disseminated  in  North  America, 
dealing  misfortune  and  death  from  one  extremity  of  it  to  the  other. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  cholera  primarily  selected  the  vitiated 
and  depraved  members  of  society,  and  sought  its  victims  to  a  greater 
extent  in  low  grounds  and  filthy  localities.  However  true  that  may 
be,  it  is  very  questionable  if  the  result  arose  from  any  other  cause 
than  the  greater  susceptibility  of  that  class  to  receive  the  impreasioQ 
of  a  poison.  If  impaired  health,  personal  degradation,  crowded 
dwellings,  abject  penury,  and  an  atmosphere  loaded  with  animal  and 
vegetable  putrefaction,  were  the  only  pre-requiates  for  an  attack  of 
the  disease,  the  lapse  of  time  between  the  years  1834  and  1849,  could 
not  have  occurred  in  the  city  of  New-York,  especially  in  the  "  Five 
Points.'*  An  interval  of  fifteen  years,  under  precisely  the  same  local 
circumstances,  surely  requires  some  other  explanation  to  account  for 
the  presence  or  absence  of  the  epidemic. 

That  the  malignancy  of  the  disease,  however,  may  be  mitigated  by 
judicioos  local  regulations,  and  due  observance  of  personal  habits, 
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c&nnot  be  contradicted.  To  accomplish  that  object,  the  most  reliable 
means  are  the  purification  of  the  streets^  yards^  privies,  gutters  and 
Bfwers,  by  the  removal  of  all  offensive  matter,  and  the  free  use  of 
water  and  other  agents ;  cleanliness  of  person ;  strict  precaution 
against  transitions  from  heat  to  cold;  regularity  in  the  mode  of  living; 
avoidance  of  indigestible  food,  and  excess  in  the  use  of  malt  or  alco- 
holic drinks ;  due  regard  ie  change  of  clothing  with  alterations  of 
weather  ;  pecuniary  and  other  aid  to  the  indigent ;  the  organization 
of  hospitals  for  the  speedy  reception  of  the  sick ;  and  of  dispen- 
saries for  prompt  advice,  and  gratuitous  distribution  of  medicines ; 
the  timely  appointment  of  capable  ward  physicians,  to  visit  those  who 
are  unable  to  pay  for  professional  services,  and  an  admonition  to  the 
public  to  discard  all  nostrums,  and  reject  all  preventive  remedies. 

With  proper  attention  to  these  recommendation?,  the  predisporition 
to  the  disease  may,  at  least,  be  allayed,  and  the  violence  of  its  as- 
saults greatly  subdued  ;  but  in  the  practice  of  them,  it  is  equally 
necessary  to  avoid  sudden  and  decided  changes  in  the  habits  of  indi- 
viduals, for  no  fact  can  be  better  established  than  the  injurious  tei* 
dency  of  immediate  revolutions  in  the  nervous  system  during  the 
prevalence  of  an  epidemic,  and  no  greater  exciting  cause  can  be 
induced  for  the  attack  of  thousands  with  the  malady  who  otherwise 
might  escape. 

The  burial  of  the  dead  in  deep  dug  graves  is  preferable  to  vaults. 
The  decomposition  of  the  body  under  ground,  is  far  less  objectiona- 
ble than  in  tombs,^tbe  air  of  which,  when  opened  from  time  to  time, 
is  diffused  through  the  atmosphere,  and  cannot  fail  to  have  a  delete- 
rious effect  on  those  within  its  influence. 

Whether  cholera  is  contagious  or  non-contagious,  is  difficult  to 
determine,  if  personal  communicability  alone  be  understood  by  the 
words,  the  evidence  presented  by  the  advocates  of  either  side  is  so 
evenly  balanced,  that  time  alone  can  distinguish  the  right  from  the 
wrong.  My  own  observation  has  been  confined  to  localities  where  it 
prevailed  in  an  epidemic  form,  and  where  all  persons  were  alike  sub- 
jected to  the  impression  of  the  general  cause,  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  independent  of  any  connection  with  the  sick.  For  me,  there- 
for, to  express  an  oponion  on  so  doubtful  a  point,  under  circumstan- 
ces where  it  was  impossible  to  distinguish  from  which  source  the 
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■  derived,  would  be  to  pkce  myKtr  in  the  csNjeeftmrf 
•cAod/,  witk  about  equal  claim  to  the  coireclnesa  of  taj  tiewi. 

In  closing  these  remarks,  sir,  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to 
■ay)  that  I  sincerely  hope  that  others  with  far  greater  knowledge^ 
may  point  out  more  pontive  and  efieclire  measures  to  protect  the 
citizens  of  this  otherwise  healthy  and  prosperous  country,  from  the 
devastalioDS  of  a  scourge,  the  terrific  oSapnag  of  a  far  distant  Und. 
I  have  the  booot  to  remain,  aii^ 
Yeur  obed't  serv't, 

ALEX'R  F.  VACHE, 

JVo.  76  Ltxingtm  A*mu9, 
To  the  Hon.  C.  D.  Robinson, 

Chairman  Stand.  Com.  Mid.  Soe.  and  Col. 
in  Smaie,  .^iiany. 


Oommtmieatkm  froin  Professor  A. C  €larke. 

J^euhYorky  March  U,  1850. 
To.  How.  G.  D.  Robinson, 

Chairnian  cf  Com.  on  Medical  Societies  and  Cdleges : 
Dear  Sir— The  diseases  which  occur  in  this  State,  properly  deno- 
minated ^^  malignant  or  infectious,''  are  eight  in  number,  yiz :  typhus 
fever,  scarlet  fever,  small  pcK  and  measles,  which  are  commonly  be- 
lieved to  be  communicable  by  oonts^on ;  an  epidemic  form  of  dys- 
entery, and  epidemic  erysipelas,  which  often  merit  the  epithet  ^^ma- 
lignant," though  they  are  not  usually  regarded  as  contagious ;  Asia- 
ik  ^ft^^rn,  whidb  ki  Its  tri^lie  iit^tation,  hai3  among  xis,  as  elscf#h^re, 
tavisei  ^  wide-^read  mortality,  entitliiig  it  to  lie  considered  Uietaost 
terrible  of  all  tte  plagues  the  "world  has  €V€r  seen  $  «nd  yellow  'Iciver, 
which,  however,  ifaas  appeared  among  us  but  once,  {and  then  hardly 
as  &n  epidemic)  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  c^etitury  A  oon^i^u« 
or  infectious  property  has  iscxnetimes  been  ckinied  for  all  these,  bat 
it  is  in  favor  of  the  first  four  only  that  claim  is  generally  conceded, 
although  the  malignancy  of  ihe  remaining  four  is  fully  attested  by  the 
severity  <)f  their  symptoms,  and  their  too  bfleh  rapidly 'fat^  'ti^rtniM^- 
tibn.  There  are  other  diseases  Which,  either  frotti  ^faeir  fkUtl  X^it- 
dency,  or  thdr  contagious  character,  are  riot  fat  jr^tnolved  from  ^bte 
here  named ;  1)ut  it  Is  "belie vied  that  they  are  hot  'strtct^f  'cintitl^d  tb  k 
place  among  t£e  dnseases  referred  to  the  cobwderatioh  of  yoiir  <^k&- 
mitt^. 

ijadogti^se^  however,  is  one  whidi  I  am  not  willing  to  pass  with- 
out a  brieff  noHoe.  I  rdbr  to  the  nwlariem  remit^mt  /erer,  whieh, 
ritfaOQl^  it  is  not  iistially  called  inalignant,  (and  is  certainly  not 
<xmtagioas)  destroys  Brinually,  in  different  secUofts  of  the  State,  many 
valuable  IxvelB.  The  agdit  ^hich  produces  miataiatic  fevers,  is  imi- 
Tcrsally  believed  to  be  some  emanation,  during  the  warm  seasons, 
from  marshes  and  from  alluvial  toil,  hewly  brought  tinder  cultivatfon. 
Hie  remedy  is  found  in  tillage  and  drainage,  and  it  is  gratSyini;  to 
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learn  that  certain  places  which,  only  a  few  years  ago,  were  rendered 
almost  uninhabitable  by  the  prevalence  of  miasm,  are  now,  by  the 
enterprise  of  our  agriculturists,  wholly  relieved  from  the  initience 
of  this  cause  of  mortality.  So  much  of  this  remedy,  then,  as  can  be 
effected  by  the  cultivation  of  the  earth,  will  be  slowly  but  surely  ac- 
complished by  the  farmer ;  but  effectual  drainage  is  often  a  work  too 
great  for  him  to  achieve  unaided.  Many  low  and  wet  lands  within 
the  State  now  lie  unproductive,  and  worse  than  useless,  exhaling 
poison,  creating  diseases,  and  from  their  extent,  and  their  unfavora- 
ble position  as  regards  drainage,  must  long  remain  in  this  condition. 
How  far  the  Legislature  can  judicioudy  extend  its  aid  to  reclaim 
these  insalubrious  wastes,  I  have  not  the  means  of  forming  an  opin- 
ion. The  absence  of  all  sources,  from  which  extensive  and  reliable 
information  on  this  important  topic  can  be  obtained,  seems  to  me  one 
among  the  many  strong  reasons  which  might  be  iirged  for  a  sanitary 
survey  of  the  State. 

With  reference  to  the  diseases  especially  submitted  to  the  conside- 
ration of  your  committee,  I  would  remark  :  first,  regarding  epidemU 
dysentery  and  epidemic  erysipelas^  as  they  are  not  generally  consid- 
ered contagious  affections,  and  as  their  causes  are  in  a  great  degree 

» 

unknown,  I  am  not  able  to  suggest  any  plan  by  which  legisIatioD  can 
materially  mitigate  their  severity  or  limit  their  spread. 

Secondly,  regarding  scarlet  fever  and  measlesj  although  they  are 
contagious  diseases,  and  might  in  this  view  seem  to  require  isolation 
no  less  than  small  poxj  yet  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  sufferers 
from  these  diseases  are  mostly  persons  of  tender  years^  dependant 
wholly  on  parental  care,  society  has  perhaps  wisely  preferred  to  trust 
to  parents  for  such  seclusion  as  can  be  secured  in  their  own  dwell- 
ing, and  to  leave  every  thing  to  the  promptings  of  their  love  for 
their  offspring.  The  time  may  come,  when  discoveries  analogous  to 
that  which  has  rendered  the  name  of  Jennse  immortal,  will  deprive 
these  affections  of  their  fatal  power,  but  till  then  they,  will  probably 
be  regarded  as  among  the  unavoidable  perils  of  childhood  ;  and  those 
will  be  congratulated  who  have  safely  escaped  through  the  perilsi  ra* 
ther  than  those  who  have  not  yet  been  called  to  endure  them. 

With  regard  to  typhus  fever^  I  vrould  remark,  (assuming  that  if 
yphus  and  typhoid  fevers,  if  they  are  not  substantially  modifications 
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of  the  same  disease,  at  least  are  closely  allied  in  their  origin  and  pro* 
gress,)  that  though  it  attacks  all  classes  of  persons,  it  is  most  preva* 
lent  and  most  malignant  in  large  towns,  among  the  poor.  The  totad 
mortality  from  this  disease,  in  every  country  where  it  prevails, 
through  a  term  of  years,  far  exceeds  that  produced  in  those  countries 
hy  the  occasional  ravages  of  Asiatic  cholera.  Like  cholera,  it  is 
most  fatal  in  over-populated,  ill- ventilated  dwellings;  among  those 
who  are  poorly  fed  and  poorly  clad  ^  where  filth  of  any  kind  is  allow- 
ed to  accumulate.  It  is  a  disease,  which  in  all  temperate  northern 
latitudes,  follows  the  scarcity  of  food,  and  has  occasioned  the  fearful 
collocation,  "  famine  and  pestilence.*' 

From  these  facts  it  will  appear  that  legislation,  if  it  aims  at  the  re- 
moval of  this  cause  of  mortality,  must  first  improve  the  social  and  do- 
mestic condition  of  the  poor  ^  provide  for  them  airy  and  oomfortable 
dwellings,  and  abundance  of  wholesome  food,  and  early  remove  the 
sick  from  anK)ng  the  healthy.  But  this  is  a  great  work,  beyond  the 
ordinary  range  of  legislation. 

To  educate  the  poor,  to  encourage  industry  of  every  kind,  so  tha* 
they  may  procure  for  themselves  commodious  dwellings  and  the  means 
of  comfortable  subsistence  ;  to  offer  asylums  to  the  destitute,  the  help- 
less and  sick,  has  thus  far  been  considered  the  whole  duty  of  good 
government.  Whether  more  than  this  can  now  be  done,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say.  The  hospitals  provided  for  large  towns  have  no  ap- 
preciable influence  in  stopping  the  progress  of  fever.  The  infected 
are  not  invited  to  them.  Indeed,  the  project  of  diminishing  the  mor- 
tality from  this  cause,  by  isolating  the  sick,  seems  not  to  have  been 
earnestly  proposed  in  this  country,  much  less  attempted.  There  is  not 
a  proper  fever  hospital  in  the  State.  That  sugh  hospitals  should  be  es- 
tablished, and  on  a  basis  so  liberal,  as  that  dispensary  and  other  phy- 
sicians may  be  led  to  encourage  the  sick  poor  to  resort  to  them,  not 
less  to  increase  their  own  chances  of  recovery,  than  to  relieve  their 
friends  from  the  danger  of  infection,  I  fully  beli<*ve.  Older  govern- 
ments than  our  own,  have  had  this  subject  long  under  consideration. 
Some  of  the  most  distinguished  physicians  of  Europe  have  urged  it 
as  the  only  practicable  means  of  moderating  the  ravages  of  this  too 
fatal  disease,  and  the  plan  has  been  partially  adopted  in  many  of  the 
cities  of  Europe;  with  beneficial  results  ;  but  nowhere  fully ;  yet  no- 
where has  less  ^een  done  than  in  our  own  country.    I  am  aware  that 


9ttc)i  a^  project  a9  this  would  be  impcacUcaUe  in  this  miibt.of  aa  epin 
depucy  like  tl^t  which,  decimated  the  poor  of  If  eiB?- York  city  in  183?. 
apd  '3&. ;  but.  it  remaina  to  be  shown  that  the  plan  of  isolation  here  adr 
yocated^  would  jiot  render  such  epidemics  impossible.  Yet  these  in* 
stittttions  should  not  rely  entirely  for  support  on  the  Slate  treasory. 
Lpoal .  authorities  have  a  duty  to  perform  in  this  matter,  and  «t  the 
aaiae;tiBie9  it  may  be  well  considered,  whether  the  public  good  doa& 
not  require  that  they  should  receire  encouragement  and  liberal  aidr 
from.thp  State. 

Regarding  smaU-poXy  permit  me  to  suggest,  that  so  great  hare  been 
the  benefits  of  yaccination,  that  that  disease  has  almost  ceased  to  at- 
tract public  attention,  or  to  excite  alarm.  Yet  it  is  not  extinct  among 
us«  In  the  year  1848,  the  deaths  from  variola  and  Tarioloid  in  the 
city  of  New-YHEHrk  were  686,  or  1  in  28  oc  all  the  deaths.  In  tlaa 
eity  it  is  a  constant  viator,  and  in  all  our  large  towns  it  is  a  frequent 
i^tor,  nfhile  it  oecasionally  alarms  the  most  secluded  villages  and 
towns  in  the  State.  The  malignant  and  highly  contagious  character 
qf  this  afifectipn  has,  from  time  immemorial,  in  all  civilized  countries, 
been  held  to  justify  even  the  forcible  removal  of  the  infected  to  some 
safe  and  proper  retreat.  I  do  not  discover,  in  the  laws  defining 
tte  "  rights  and  duties''  of[  towns,  any  provision  by  wh^ch  this  im- 
portant sanitary  measure  can  be  effected. 

A  severe  epidemic  of  this  disease  has  not  occurred  within  the  limits 
of  the  State  for  very  many  years,  and  it  is  believed,  that  with  the 
idea  of  security  that  has  grown  out  of  this  fact,  the  practice  of  vacci- 
nation has  of  late  been  alarmingly  neglected.  England,  Germany, 
France,  and  indeed  most  European  countries,  since  1828,  have  been 
repeatedly  and  severely  visited  by  it.  Our  turn  may  come  when  we 
least  look  for  it.  The  disease  is  never  absent  from  th^  State,  and 
when  the  circumstances  will  occur  which  will  render  it  epidemic,  no 
one  can  know.  Recent  investigations  have  shown,  that  while  sue* 
cessful  vaccination  in  infancy  affords  a  sestsonable  protection  till  the 
age  of  puberty,  re-vaccination  is  necessary  after  that  period,  either 
to  test  the  value  of  the  former  vaccination,  or  in  a  large  number  to 
renew  the  weakened  influence  of  the  vaccine  virus. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  th^t  wlnle  vast  numbers  of  our  population 
are  yet  without  the  security  which  a  first  vaccination  affords,  only  a^ 
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fiiemaelyes  of  tht  still  hightr  protection  finaiisk«d  by  rt*^raieciBatioii^ 
This  is  a  legitimate  subject  for  legislation,  as  is  also  the  isolation  of 
tliose -suffering  from  small-pox,  by  hospital  or  other  provisions.  Bat 
r  am  restrained  from  making  specific  suggestions,  lacking  that 
accurate  information  on  whieh  alone  such  suggestions  can  be  safe- 
ly based — ^infbrma^on  th^t  can  only  be  famished  by  a  sanitary 
innr^,  or  by  a  <2ensu8  embracing  some  of  the  objects  of  a  sanitary 
surrey. 

FeSw/awr^ndeAotmiTmnaih  to  be  noticed.  Of  the  former! 
^1  only  remark,  that:  the  experience  of  former  years  seems  to,  have 
dtmmfltmted  that-  it  may  safely  be  left  to  the  management  of  an  in^ 
teUigisiitboa«dof  keakhy  in  the  towo-i^ctedyfiilly  empowered  to  aefe^ 
ivall  thisigrasciroumstanoes  may  seem  to  require';  and'  should  "that 
disease  again  visit  our  shores,  I  believe  the  Legislature  will  do  al(  that 
the  public  good  can  require,  if  it  provides,. by  general  law,  for  the 
creation  of  such  boards  in  places  either  threatened  or  attacked,  em- 
powering these  boards  both,  to  enforce  internal  sanitary  measures  and 
qaarantine,  where  quarantine  is  not  already  provided  for.  Regarding; 
cholera,  I  believe  it  to  be  proper  to  extend  my  remarks  to  somewhat 
greater  length. 

From  the  obscurity  that  rests  on  many  important  points  in  its  his- 
tory^  the  praiseworthy  labors,  thus  far  bestowed  by  medicine  men, 
bare  been  but  partially  rewarded,  for  nature  still  hblds  secrets  re^ 
garding  the  origin  and  spread  of  the  cholera,  which,  if  fully  known, 
would  reveal,  not  to  the  physician  only,  but  to  the  legislator,  his  duty 
as  guardian  of  the  public  health.  But  while  indulging  in  this  tone 
of  remark,  I  do  not  forget  that  there  are  some  reasons  for  supposing 
fliat  the  cause  of  epidemic  diseases  in  general  may  have  been  hidden 
beyond  the  research  of  man.  This,  at  least,  is  certain,  that  many 
diseases  of  this  class  have  been  known  and  carefully  studied  for  ma- 
ny hundred  years,  and  yet  little  more  is  known  of  *their  origin  and 
diffusion^  than  is  now  known  regarding  this  last  and  most  terrific  of 
the  maladies  entitled  to  this  name.  When,  then,  it  is  remembered 
that  cholera,  in  its  triple  visitation^  has  scarcely  been  the  subject  of 
study,  in  the  majority  of  towns  attacked  by  it,  in  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica,  for  a  total  period  cf  nine  months,  is  it  not  rather  a  subject  of 
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congratulation  that  so  much  has  been  learned  of  its  nature,  progress 
and  treatment,  than  of  surprise  that  so  much  remains  unknownl 

Cholera  has  been  ascribed  by  different  persons  to  animalciUiBj  floa- 
ting in  the  air  or  living  in  the  water  of  infected  places ;  to  minute 
vegetable  substances  of  the  class  ^^  fungi '  per^'ading  the  air  and 
water;  to  a  substance  called  ozone ^  diffused  through  the  atmosphere  ; 
and  to  the  withdrawal  of  a  portion  of  the  electricity  naturally  be- 
longing to  the  human  frame,  by  some  telluric  influence  I  have  in- 
vestigated the  bases  on  which  each  of  these  opinions  rest,  and  though 
it  is  beyond  my  province  to  assert  regarding  any  one  of  them,  that 
future  inquiry  may  not  demonstrate  its  truth  ;  yet  I  confidently  be- 
lieve that  at  present,  neither  of  them  is  sustained  by  such  a  number 
of  well  observed  and  uncontradicted  facts,  as  should  entitle  it  to  any 
conuderation  in  searching  for  a  foundation  on  which  to  construct  wise 
sanitary  laws. 

The  two  opinions  which  share  the  divided  support  of  the  great  body 
of  the  medical  profession,  and  of  the  public,  are  that  it  originates  from 
atmospheric  causes,  or  from  contagion.  The  great  question  then,  is, 
whether  cholera  is  or  is  not  contagious  1  At  first  view  it  would 
seem  that  such  a  question  ought  to  be  satisfactorily  answered 
by  an  appeal  to  facts.  But  if  the  atmospheric  origin  of  the  disease 
be  admitted  as  possible,  and  if  at  the  same  time  an  accessary  influ- 
ence from  local  causes  be  admitted,  (and  at  this  day  such  influence  is 
nowhere  denied,)  it  will  be  seen  that  almost  all  the  cases  which  can 
favor  the  views  of  the  x^ontagionists,  will  at  the  same  time,  admit  of 
an  interpretation  equally  favorable  to  the  opinions  of  those  who  re- 
ject this  doctrine.  Thousands  of  instances  could  be  cited  in  which 
the  disease  has  been  carried  from  an  infected  to  a  healthy  region,  or 
has  originated  in  a  place  previously  healthy,  and  has  not  extended  be- 
yond the  individual  primarily  attacked;  so,  that  the  contagionist  is 
compelled  to  admit  that  the  disease  is  not  uniformly  and  equally  con- 
tagious under  all  circumstances.  Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  its  spread 
in  many  instances  is  so  analogous  iq  that  of  affections  universally  re- 
cognised as  communicable,  as  to  induce  the  non-contagionist  to  enter- 
tain respect  for  the  views  of  his  opponent,  and  even  to  excite  in  him 
temporary  doubts  of  the  correctness  of  his  own  opinion.  A  volume 
might  easily  be  filled  with  recorded  facts,  which,  viewed  separately, 
would  seem  conclusive  for  the  opinion  of  either  party.  This  difference 
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ariaes  then,  not  so  mvch  from  any  want  of  acuteness,  or  bonest 
judgment  in  the  minds  of  the  observers,  as  from  the  intricate  and  ap- 
parently variable  phenomena  involved  in  the  inquiry.  I  am  ready  to 
express  the  conviction  that  cholera  is  not  contagious.  I  believe  that 
in  this  conviction  I  am  sustained  by  a  large  majority  of  the  medical 
profession,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe.  I  believe  that  the 
spread  of  the  disease  is  essentially  dependent  on  an  agency  of  ttn- 
known  origin  ;  often  widely  diflFused  '  affecting  frequently  large  com- 
munities— even  whole  countries,  at  nearly  the  same  time ;  producing 
however,  only,  in  most  instances,  what  has  been  called  a  "  predispo- 
sition,'' which  persists  in  some  persons  only  a  few  days,  in  others  for 
many  weeks,  awaiting  in  most  the  influence  of  some  accessary  cause, 
either  local  or  personal,  to  produce  the  full  development  of  its  terri- 
ble energies.  On  this  opinion  I  am  willing  to  act,  in  all  that  concerns 
my  own  personal  interests  and  welfare;  yet  I  entertain  so  profound  a 
respect  for  the  opinions  of  the  many  great  and  learned  men  who  dif- 
fer from  me,  and  honestly  and  intelligently  hold  the  doctrine  of  con- 
tagion, that  I  would  hesitate  to  put  the  interests  and  the  welfare  of 
the  public  at  hazard,  on  what  may  possibly  prove  an  erroneous  infer- 
ence, from  facts  which  now  appear  to  me  conclusive. 

The  question  fortunately  admits  of  definite  settlement,  and  it  will  not 
be  long  before  all  will  concur  in  one  opinion,  either  for  or  against 
the  doctrine  of  contagion.  The  State  Medical  Society  at  its  last 
meeting,  appointed  a  commission  to  investigate  this  subjeo|^  in  the 
light  of  new  facts  to  be  collected  in  our  own  country.  From  their 
labors,  results  important  alike  to  the  physician  and  the  legislator  may 
be  expected.  I  would  give  all  encouragement  to  every  inquiry  that 
may  tend  to  develope  the  specific  cause  of  cholera,  and  ascertain  the 
laws  of  its  diffusion,  and  would  advise  appropriations  of  money  to  aid 
such  investigations,  whenever  they  are  believed  to  be  judiciously  con- 
ducted and  require  such  aid. 

I  now  turn  from  these  debatable  topics,  to  facts  regarding  which, 
there  is  no  dispute,  and  earnestly,  call  your  attention  to  the  acknow- 
ledged accessary  causes  of  malignant  cholera.  Whether  the  disease 
be  contagious  or  not,  all  who  have  witnessed  its  progress  agree  that  it 
expends  its  greatest  violence  in  low,  damp,  and  unclean  places ;  in 
ill- ventilated  and  crowded  apartments;  among  the  poorly  clothed  and 
the  badly  fed ;  among  the  dissolute  and  miserable  ;  where  filth  of  any 
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land  is  allowed  to  accumulate^  whether  withia,  or  ueac  to  dwellugt;; 
vbece  pools  oE  foul  and  stagnant  water  are  perauttted  to  coUeot:) 
where  open  drains  or  putrid  city  streams  taint  the  air ;  where  the  ebb- 
ing tide  leares  the  fcetid  accumulations  of  docks  to  putrify  in  the  sua-; 
where  marsh  miasm  has  undermined  the  constitution:  of  the  inhalntaots; 
among  those  who  are  eshBU^ted  by  excesave  and  untimely  labor ; 
among  those  who  are  guilty  of  excess  or  imprudence  In  eating  ot 
drinking ;  about  unclean  butcheries,  filthy  manufactories  neglected 
stables  for  domestic  animals,  and  among  those  who  are  compelled  ta 
drink,  hard  or  otherwise  impure  water.  Here  are  acknowledged  cau- 
fles  of  mortality,  many  of  which  the  law  can  control  and  remore. 
Here  then  ts  the  proper  sphere  of  legislation.  Whatever  is  the  es- 
sential cause  of  cholera,  here  are  the  superadded  inSuences,  whidi 
render  it  so  terribly  mortal.  And  I  ask  for  these  facts,  although  thqr 
bare  been  many  times  stated,  and  are  generally  believed,  the  legisla- 
tive sanction  for  the  support  of  those  municipal  officers,  throughout 
the  State,  who  perform  their  duty  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other 
rebuke  those  who  neglect  it.  With  this  important  object  in  view,  I 
have  no  fear  of  being  considered  unnecessarily  prolix,  if  I  make  a 
few  citations  and  refer  to  a  few  facts,  which  sustain  my  opinions.  "  Hie 
British  and  Foreign  Medico-Chiraigical  Review,"  says,  in  July  1848, 
"the  poison  of  cholera  derives  iti  terrible  power,  chi^y,  if  not  wholly, 
fawi  accessary  drcomstances."  In  January  of  the  present  yeec,  the 
nn'e  journal  alludes  to  the  sentence  just  quntedy  aod  adds,  *'  Cbolem 
bastiDW^ssed  over  ua,  (again,)  and  we  are  moi«  thaa  ever  ceniii^ 
ced  of  the  truth  of  this  opinion." 

The  man  in  all  E!ngl&nd,  who  has  a  position  that  enables  him  to 
take  the  widest  and  most  accurate  views  of  the  causes  and  progress 
of  all  forms  of  disease,  is  the  registrar  general.  This  ofEcer,  in  snm- 
ming  up  the  ravages  of  cholera  during  the  last  summer,  says,  "  chole- 
ra is  a  health  inipecior  that  speaks  in  language  which  nobody  can 
misunderstand  ;  it  visits  the  prisoner  in  the  hulks,  on  the  polluted  ri- 
TCi ;  the  neglected  lunatic  in  his  cell ;  the  crowded  workhouse  ;  the 
establishments  for  pauper  children ;  Hm  sides  of  stagnant  sewes ; 
the  undr^ed  city  ;  the  nncleaned  streets.  Tht  overrights,  the  crrorr, 
tht  crimet  of  persons  who,  ia  rtsjjontihle  t^ctt,  hoot  charge  of  thf 
htaith  aad  Uft  of  men,  are  prodamtd  alotfd  by  Us  inexorabte  vinee.^ 
These  are  words  of  heavy  import,  and  should  be  written  on  the  meat- 


017;  of  every  muiu^pal  officer,  that  be  Aiay  perpetoally  feel  the  tsbI  ' 
respoDsibility  of  his  station,  when  the  public  health  is  threatened. 

Statements  of  the  same  tenor  as  those  jttst  quoted^  occur  in  eyery 
country,  and  every  region  that  has  been  visited  by  the  epidemic. 
Every  sanitary  report  that  has  fallen  into  my  hands,  if  it  records  un* 
usual  ffatality  from  cholera  in  any  particular  locality,  has  also  found 
local  causes  which*  were  believed  to  account  for  such  unfortunate  re- 
mits.   Tbey  recogiaiase  everywhere  the  fearful  influence  of  the  acces* 
s^ry  caufie9f     Thus,  the  report  of  the  New*York  sanitary  oommittee, 
for.  1819,  declares  that  ^^  am<Hig  the  important  facts  which  appear  to 
be  wflll  established,  is  tbis>that  the  agency  of  various  exciting  causes 
isg^erally  necessary  to.develope  the  disease  (cholera.)     Among 
these  causea  the  principal  are  the  exigence  of  filth  and  imperfect  vein 
tUation,  irregjiilarities  and  imprudences  of  liriog,,  and  mental  dtsr 
t^j^bance."      The  Pfailadeli^  report  for  the  same  year  fully  re^ 
QQgjaiztbB  the  influence  of  ^^  local  circumstances,  as  filth,  dampneas^ 
vitiated  air,  decomposing  animal  and  vegetable  subslances^  crowded 
an4  illy  veutilated  dweUings,.  bad  drainage  and  sewerage,,  noxious 
gases^  and  other  baneful  agencies."      Pages  might  easily  be  fi]le4 
with  extracts  corroborating  these  statements,  and  nowhere  has  a 
dpubt  been  hazarded  of  the  fearful  agency  of  these  ^^  local  causes*" 
The  voice  of  the  affected  world  is  unanimous* 

In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  early  as  December  13, 1848,  orders 
were  given  to  proper  ofiicers,  ^^  That  they  visit  all  houses,  cellars, 
yards,  school-houses,  factories,  slaughter-houses,  streets,  lanes,  al- 
leys, courts,  and  all  other  places  within  their  respective  districts, 
for  the  purposes  of  examining  thereon  any  nuisances  tending  to  af- 
fect the  health  of  the  citizens,  and  to  report  thereon."  By  the  first  of 
April  the  samtary  agents  had  completed  their  visitation.  ^It  would  be 
impossible,"  says  the  report,  '^  for  the  board  to  enumerate  the  causes  of 
insalubrity  discovered  by  them.  Foci  of  unhealthy  atmosphere  and 
disease  were  found  within  and  adjoining  the  premises,  not  only  of  the 
poor,  but  of  those  whose  condition  in  society  would  place  them  far 
above  suspicion."  All  these  sources  of  disease  were  promptly  remo- 
ved. The  city  acted  on  '^  the  principle  that  '  prevention  is  better 
than  cure.' "  The  result  of  all  these  precautionary  measures  was 
that  when  the  plague  actually  appeared,  (on  the  30th  May,)  its  du- 
ration vras  limited  to  81  days,  and  its  destruction  to  747  deaths,  in  a 
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population  estimated  at  350,000.     This  is  a  mortality  of  1  ia  470 
inhabitants. 

In  New- York  it  does  not  appear  that  any  extraordinary  protective 
measures  were  adopted  in  expectation  of  the  epidemic.  The  sanitary 
committee  was  not  even  appointed  till  the  16th  of  May,  two  days  af- 
ter the  first  case  of  cholera  had  appeared  in  that  city.  On  the  21st 
of  May  the  sanitary  committee  visited  that  section  to  which  the  dis- 
ease was  then  confined,  (the  **  Five  Points,'')  and  they  say,  "  to  be 
appreciated  the  place  must  be  seen;"  ^'  to  those  of  the  committee  who 
visited  the  place  for  the  first  time  it  seemed  almost 'impossible  that 
such  a  state  of  things  could  exist  in  any  portion  of  our  city.  In  ad- 
dition to  what  had  been  previously  done,  orders  were  now  gwen^  and 
evident  measures  adopted  to  cleanse  this  place  J^  New-York  then,  un- 
like Philadelphia,  had  not  duly  heeded  the  vearnings  it  had  received 
in  December,  nor  yet  the  frightful  devastation  the  disease  vras  effect- 
ing in  the  west;  but  it  awaited  the  actual  visitation  of  the  pestilence 
to  undertake  a  work  which  should  have  been  completed  long  before. 
The  plague  lingered  for  143  days,  and  4,017  deaths  are  ascribed  to 
it,  and  nearly  1500  deaths  more  than  in  the  preceding  year,  occurring 
from  bowel  complaints,  are  reported  under  other  names.  If  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  city  for  1849  be  estimated  at  420,000,  this  vrill  show 
1  death  from  acknowledged  cholera  in  every  84  of  the  inhabitants, 
or  adding  the  deaths  which  were  in  all  probability  produced  by  the 
same  agency,  nearly  1  in  64.  Makbg  every  fair  allowance  for  the 
great  emigrant  population  of  New- York,  I  am  compelled  to  view  this 
contrast  as  striking,  and  instructive.  But  if  these  facts  stood  alone, 
I  would  willingly  believe  that  the  inference  deducible  from  them  is 
an  unfair  censure  on  the  city  of  which  the  whole  State  is  justly  proud. 
But  so  far  as  facts  are  known,  this  is  but  a  part  of  the  history  of 
cholera  in  every  country  which  it  has  visited  Were  details  neces- 
sary, I  could  refer  to  the  city  of  Boston,  which,  in  1832,  while  cholera 
was  gradually  approaching  through  Canada,  was  energetic  in  remov- 
ing all  accessary  influences,  so  that  before  it  appeared  in  New- York, 
a  newspaper  announced  that  ^^  if  this  enemy  of  man  chose  to  visit  the 
capital  of  New-England  he  was  welcome,  but  that  he  would  not  find 
in  the  whole  city  filth  enough  for  a  single  breakfast."  The  result 
was,  that  though  several  imported  cases  proved  fatal  there,  Boston 
had  to  record  less  than  a  hundred  that  were  indigenous;  yet 
Boston  did  not  escape  in  1849. 
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They  might  refer  to  towns  unfavorably  situated,  that  by  timely  sani- 
tary measures  have  escaped  without  a  death;  arid  to  others  having  every 
natural  advantage,  which,  trusting  to  these  alone,  have  been  fright- 
fully devastated.  The  appaling  fact  is  recorded,  that  officers  having 
charge  of  these  measures  have  refused  to  undertake  them  on  account 
of  the  expense;  and  were  filially  roused  to  their  duty,  not  by  a  sense 
of  the  awful  criminality  of  their  neglect,  but  by  finding  that  the  cost 
of  /coffins  already  distributed  to  the  poor  had  exceeded  the  amount 
necessary  for  the  thorough  purification  of  their  town.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  Mammon^s  betrayal  of  his  votaries  has  in  no  other  in- 
stance been  attended  by  such  disastrous  results.  Yet  it  is  notorious 
that  m  almost  every  town  visited  by  the  pestilence  the  last  summer, 
sanitary  measures  were  delayed  too  long;  so  long  as  to  annul  half 
their  advantages,  and  it  is  necessary  to  add  that  in  most  instances, 
this  delay  was  dictated  by  a  false  economy,  in  the  delusive  hope  that 
no  extraordinary  outlay  would  be  needed. 

In  concluding  my  remark^  on  this  topic,  I  cannot  h\ii  express  the 
fear  that  I  have  failed  to  present  these  statements  in  a  manner  to  se- 
cure for  them  the  grave  consideration  which  they  merit.  It  is  not 
easy  to  give  the  interest  of  novelty  to  principles  and  facts  so  long, 
and  so  universally  known.  Yet  trusting  in  their  acknowledged  truth 
and  paramount  importance,  I  leave  them  to  plead  their  own  cause. 

Respectfully,  your  oVt  serv't, 

ALONZO  CLARK, 
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LETTER 

From  Alexandre  Vattemare. 

Mbanyy  March  26^A,  1850. 

To  the  Honorable  George  W.  Pattebsoit, 

Lieut.'Govemor^  and  President  of  the  Senate. 

Sir, — About  the  month  of  January  last,  the  packet  ship  Oneida, 
from  New- York  to  Havre,  having  on  board  eleven  cases,  containing 
about  1^00  volumes  of  rare  and  most  precious  historical  and  legisla- 
tive documents,  the  liberal  contribution  of  States,  cities,  and  private 
individuals,  all  destined  either  for  international  exchanges  or  as  free 
gifts  to  the  American  Library  of  the  city  of  Paris,  veas  wrecked  on 
the  coast  of  Guernsey.  Among  these  tokens  of  fraternal  good  vrill, 
there  were,  independent  of  a  gift  from  the  citizens  of  Albany  to  the 
city  of  Paris,  five  copies  of  series  of  Documents,  Journals,  &c.,  of 
the  Legislature  of  New- York,  for  the  years  1846-7,  1847-8. 

It  veas  only  on  Friday  last  that  I  received,  from  the  sub-agent  of 
our  central  agency,  Paris,  this  most  distressing  intelligence — a  loss 
vrfaich  I  would  consider  an  irreparable  one,  were  I  not  to  know,  by 
long  and  happy  experience,  the  unbounded  liberality  of  this  Legisla- 
ture and  of  the  American  people. 

[Senate,  No.  93.]  1  fu.  n.] 
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I  am  therefore  certain  thai  the  Senate  will  answer,  with  one  Toice, 
to  my  humble  and  re^ectful  appeal  to  repair,  if  possible^  a  loss  which 
would  be  greatly  felt  in  the  library  of  the  National  Assembly  of 
France,  and  by  the  other  legislatiye  libraries  of  other  European 
States,  to  whom  I  presented  the  documents  of  the  former  legislative 
years. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir, 
Your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDRE  VATTEMARE. 


SbtAtr  of  Vftit^^^ovU,^ 
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IN  SENATE,  MAE.  26, 1850. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Canal  Board  in  answer  to  redolntion  relative  tO 
the  improvement  of  Seneca  river  at  Baldwinsville. 

In  Senate,  ) 
March  9, 1850.  5 

^^  Resolvedj  That  the  engrossed  bill  from  the  Assembly  entitled  ^^  aa 
act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Seneca  river  at  Baldwinsville  in 
the  county  of  Onondaga,"  be  referred  to  the  Canal' Board,  and  that 
said  board  be  requested  to  ascertain  and  report  to  the  Senate  thje 
probable  expense  of  all  the  improvements  and  work's  contemplated  to 
be  made  by  said  act,  with  an  estimate  of  all  damages  which  the  State 
will  in  any  way  be  liable  to  pay  for  land  to  be  taken  or  flooded  by 
the  making  of  said  improvement.  And  that  said  board  also  inquire 
and  report  what  revenue  the  works  and  improvements  aforesaid  will 
probably  yield  to  the  State  ;  and  that  they  also  state  whether  in  their 
opinion  it  is  expedient,  and  in  view  of  the  public  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  such  improvements  and  work  for  the  State  to  make  the 
same,  with  their  reasons  for  such  opinion,  and  also  from  what  fund 
the  expense  must  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  be 
paid,  and  that  the  said  board  be  requested  to  direct  the  State  Engi- 
neer to  examine  the  said  premises  and  report  thereon. 

.  By  order, 

WILLIAM  H.  BOGART, 

aerk?' 

[Senate  No.  94.]  1  [u.  n.] 
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Canal  Department,    ? 

Jllhany^  March  26,  1850.  J 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  passed  March  9th, 
relating  to  the   navigation  of  the  Seneca  river  at  Baldwbsville,  the 

Canal  Board 

Respectfully  Report  : 

That  the  State  Engineer  and  Surveyer  proceeded,  in  accordnnce 
with  said  resolution,  to  examine  the  locks  and  dam  at  Baldwinsville, 
and  to  obtain  authentic  information  concerning  their  value  and  utility. 
The  report  of  that  officer  is  herewith  submitted  to  the  Senate.  Al- 
though the  members  of  the  Canal  Board  are  not  united  in  opinion  as 
to  the  advantages  to  result  from  purchasing  these  structures,  or  the 
propriety  of  adopting  them  as  a  State  work,  they  concur  in  saying 
that  the  statements  and  estimates  of  the  Stale  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
will  doubtless  enable  the  Senate  to  arrive  at  safe  and  correct  conclu- 
aons.  As  the  responsibility  of  a  decision  belongs  to  the  Legislature, 
the  board  conceive  that  they  will  have  discharged  their  duty  by  com- 
municating all  the  facts  in  their  possession,  bearing  upon  the  subject, 
without  enlarging  upon  the  probable  benefits  or  disadvantages  of  the 
proposed  measure. 

If  the  Legislature  shall  conclude  to  authorize  the  purchase  and 
maintenance  of  this  work,  the  Canal  Board  would  respectfully  sug- 
gest the  expediency  of  adopting  suitable  provisions  to  ensure  a  dis- 
charge of  all  claims  for  damages  on  the  part  of  mtll  owners  and  oth- 
ers  concerned  in  or  affected  by  the  dam  ;  and  a  release  of  the  title  of 
the  proprietors  of  the  locks  and  dam,  including  all  their  claims,  at  a 
cost  not  to  exceed  such  definite  sum  as  the  Legislature  may  deem  ad- 
visable to  appropriate  for  that  purpose. 

A  portion    of  the   board  concur  in  the  principles  of  a  new  bill, 

which  is  herewith  submitted  to  the  Senate  for  their  consideration. 

WASHINGTON  HUNT, 

CfymptroHer. 
ALVAH  HUNT, 

TVedmrer. 
H.  C.  SEYMOUR, 

State  Eng\  and  Surveyor. 
CHARLES  COOK, 
JACOB  HINDS, 

Canal  Corners, 
CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 

Canal  Department,       ? 
Jllbany^  March  lUA,  1860.  J 

At  a  meetiDg  of  the  Canal  Board,  Resolved^  That  the  State  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  visit  and  examine  the 
premises  mentioned  in  the  bill  entitled  ''  An  act  to  improve  the  navi* 
gation  of  the  Seneca  river  at  Baldwinsville,  in  the  county  of  Onon- 
daga," referred  to  this  board  by  resolution  of  the  Senate  on  the  9th 
instant,  and  report  to  this  board,  in  relation  to  the  matters  mentioned 
in  the  said  resolution  of  the  Senate,  \7ith  all  convenient  despatch. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  correct  extract  from  the  minutes. 

F.  H.  RUGGLES,  Auditor. 


Office  of  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  7 
Jllbany^  March  20/A,  1850.  J 

To  the  Hon.  the  Canal  Board  : 

On  the  9th  instant,  the  Senate  passed  the  following  resolution : 

^^  Resolved^  That  the. engrossed  bill  from  the  Assembly,  entitled 
'  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Seneca  river  at  Baldwins- 
viUe,  in  the  county  of  Onondaga,'  be  referred  to  the  Canal  Board, 
and  that  said  board  be  requested  to  ascertain  and  report  to  the  Senate 
the  probable  expense  of  all  the  improvements  and  works  contem- 
plated to  be  made  by  said  act,  with  an  estimate  of  all  damages  which 
the  State  will  in  any  way  be  liable  to  pay  for  land  to  be  taken  or 
flooded  by  the  making  of  said  improvement.  And  that  said  board 
also  inquire  and  report  what  revenue  the  works  and  improvements 
aforesaid  will  probably  yield  to  the  State ;  and  that  they  also  state 
whether,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  expedient,  and  in  view  of  the  public 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  such  improvements  and  works,  for  the 
State  to  make  the  same,  with  their  reasons  for  such  opinion ;  and  also 
from  what  fund  the  expense  must,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  be  paid ;  and  that  the  said  board  be  requested  to  direct 
the  State  Engineer  to  examine  the  said  premises,  and  report  thereon.'' 
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The  resolution  of  the  Canal  Board,  passed  on  the  11th  instDnl, 
is  as  follows : 

^'  Resolved^  That  the  State  Engtneer  and  Surveyor  be,  and  be  is 
hereby,  directed  to  visit  and  examine  the  premises  mentioned  in  the 
bill  entitled  <  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Seneca  liver 
at  Baldwinsville,  in  the  county  of  Onondaga^'  referred  to  this  boafd 
by  resolution  of  the  Senate  on  the  9th  instant,  and  report  to  ihia 
board,  in  relation  to  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  said  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  with  all  convenient  despatch." 

As  directed  by  the  above  resolution,  I  have  msiied  and  examUned 
the  premises  in  question,  and  beg  leave  to  report  to  the  board  in  rela- 
tion to  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

I  made  my  examination  of  the  canal  and  dam  at  Baldwinsville, 
also  the  pond  above,  up  to  Jack's  riffs,  in  company  with  engineers 
Clark  and  Richmond.  Mr.  Clark,  resident  engineer,  assisted  by  Mr, 
Richmond,  has,  under  my  directions,  made  such  surveys  and  estimates 
of  cost  and  value  as  were  deemed  necessary  in  order  to  get  at,  with 
as  much  accuracy  as  pos^le,  the  probable  cost  to  the  State  of  the 
proposed  assumption  of  the  dam  and  canal  at  Baldwinsville.  The 
estimates,  made  by  the  engineers  named,  are  submitted  herewith,  and 
are  entitled  to  the  full  confidence  of  the  board. 

I  also  transmit  the  releases  of  parties  whose  lands  are  flooded  by 
the  pond.  These  releases,  as  I  understand  from  Mr.  Parker,  embrace 
all  the  land  affected  by  the  water,  except  in  case  of  two  proprietort^ 
who  will,  I  am  assured^  give  the  same  release  when  they  can  be  seen. 

A  statement  of  the  business  done  on  the  canal  for  three  years  bsk 
past,  also  affidavits  of  business  done  by  different  mill  owners,  with 
the  opinion  of  citizens  of  Baldwinsville  as  to  the  business  to  be  done 
should  the  work  be  managed  by  the  State  is  also  appended^ 

^^  The  probable  expense  of  all  the  improvements  and  works  con- 
templated, to  be  made  by  said  act,"  set  forth  in  the  estimate  of  Mr. 
Clark,  resident  engineer,  are  as  follows  : 

Amount  to  be  paid  owners  for  present  value  Cf[  canal  and 
dam,  including  the  land  occupied  by  canal,   $9,984  00 


No. 


1*1 


Add  to  this  the  cost  of  widening  tow-path 
and  new  bridges  for  same,  not  properly 

chargeable  as  in  estimate  of  engineer,.  • .         900  00 

110,384  00 

Repairing  dam  and  locks,  deepening  canal  two  feet,  and 

placing  the  whole  in  good  order  for  navigation  by 

boats  of  the  size  used  in  Oswego  ctoal, 5,766  00 

Expenditure  required  for  improvements,. .  • $16,649  00 


The  expenditure  of  a  farther  sum  of  $2,^00  is  required  by  the  es- 
timate of  the  engineer  to  deepen  the  channel  of  the  river  below  the 
improvement  in  question.  This  work  of  deepening  the  channel  has 
been  carried  on  from  year  to  year  by  the  Canal  Commissioners. 
The  Seneca  river  towing  path,  extending  from  mud  lock  on  the  Os* 
wego  canal  to  lock  at  the  foot  of  the  Baldwinsville  canal  is  a  State 
work,  and  the  cost  of  deepening  the  channel  has  been  and  is  stiU  a 
pr(^r  charge  upon  that  improvement.  To  wholly  remove  the  bars 
and  to  protect  the  channel  from  again  filling  up  will  require  the  ex* 
penditure  above  named  of  $2,500,  and  it  isproper  to  state  the  fact  that 
sA  this  time  without  this  expenditure,  the  deepening  of  the  Baldwins- 
idlle  canal  would  not  be  advisable.  In  case  the  canal  is  not  deepen* 
ed,  but  only  such  repairs  made  as  are  required  to  maintain  the  pre» 
sent  capacity  of  the  canal,  then  the  cost  of  the  repairs  will  only  be 
^,550,  or  with  this  expenditure  the  canal  can  be  used  at  all  times 
except  at  low  water  for  the  passage  of  boats  of  the  required  size  to 
and  from  the  mills  and  tl^e  pond  above  the  dam. 

The  Senate  resolution  next  requires  '^  an  estimate  of  all  damages 
which  the  State  may  in  any  way  be  liable  to  pay  for  land  -to  be  taken 
or  jQooded  by  the  making  of  said  improvement."  I  examined  both 
ffldes  of  the  pond,  which  is  say  12  miles  in  length,  and  found  that  for 
mosit  of  the  distance  the,  banks  are  steep,  and  that  considering>he 
length  of  shore,  but  little  land  is  flooded  by  reason  of  the  dam;  as* 
sorances  were  given  me  that  the  land  holders  would  release  to  the 
State  without  charge,  provided  the  State  would  assume  the  work.  I 
advised  obtaining  evidence  of  this  by  actual  releases,  which  parties 
interested  set  about  obtaining  at  once.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there 
will  be  no  damage  to  pay  for  land  to  be  flooded  by  the  dam.  I 
think  the  maintenance  of  the  dam  will  not  prevent  the  draining  of 
Cayuga  marshes  as  proposed. 
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I  directed  a  level  to  be  taken  at  Jack's  riffs  and  found  the  fall  from 
the  head  the  artificial  channel  to  the  foot  of  the  same  to  be,  4  fVv  ^^^^9 
and  at  a  distance  of  2200  feet  below,  a  farther  fall  of  yV?  feet  more, 
in  all,  a  little  over  five  feet.  This  level  was  taken  at  high  water,  and 
the  difference  of  level  was  consequently  less  than  at  low  water.  So 
far  then  as  this  pond  is  concerned,  the  Cayuga  marshes  can  be  drain- 
ed, or  the  water  over  them  lowlred  two  or  more  feet. 

The  amount  of  revenue  "  the  works  and  improvements  will  proba- 
bly yield  to  the  Slate,"  will  depend  upon  the  rate  of  tolls  to  be  char- 
ged by  the  State ;  the  law  before  the  board,  requires  that  such  tolls 
shall  be  charged  as  will  produce  a  revenue  of  5  per  cent  on  the  cost 
of  the  improvement  over  and  above  the  cost  of  maintenance.  It  is^ 
I  suppose  very  doubtful  whether  the  State  will  for  any  great  length 
of  time  insist  upon  the  rates  of  toll  being  established  with  any  such 
view  to  a  fixed  revenue  from  the  work.  It  nray  be  anticipated  that 
the  persons  who  are  to  pay  tolls  on  this  improvement  will,  after  its 
tssumption  by  the  State,  urge  that  its  contributions  to  the  revenues  of 
the  Erie  and  other  canals,  should  be  taken  into  the  account  when  de- 
termining the  tolls  which  they  ought  to  pay,  in  order  to  reimburse  the 
State.  They  may  also  urge  that  if  only  such  lolls  are  charged  on 
{his  improvement  as  on  other  portions  of  the  State  works,  it  will  be 
as  profitable  (or  more  so)  in  proportion  to  its  cost  as  many  other  trib- 
utaries to  the  revenues  of  the  Erie  canal.  The  idea,  however,  of 
charging  greater  rates  on  shorter  distances  than  on  longer  ones,  is,  I 
apprehend,  a  just  one,  especially  in  a  case  like  this,  in  which  the  ex- 
penditure is  made  (if  at  all)  with  a  view,  principally  to  shorten  or 
prevent  land  carriage  on  commodities  destined  to  the  State  works. 

'  The  maintenance  of  this  improvement  will  doubtless  have  the  efifect 
iO'inerease  the  revenues  of  the  present  State  works  over  and  above 
what  they  would  be  if  the  canal  and  pond  should  be  closed  against 
the  passage  of  boats.  The  pond  opens  a  navigation  of  about  12  miles 
through  a  productive  country,  and  which  will,  for  a  long  time  to  come 
furnish  considerable  quantities  of  wood  for  the  salt  works ;  for  this 
reason  a  large  population  feel  a  lively  interest  in  this  matter,  and  are 
very  properly  anxious  that  the  State  should  assume  the  work  on  the 
terms  proposed  by  the  law.  That  the  revenue  required  by  the  law 
caa  be  obtained  under  much  less  rates  of  toll  than  have  heretofore 
been  charged,  is  evident  from  the  statements  herewith  of  the  past  bu- 
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siness  of  the  place.  Last  year  186  boats  entered  the  canal,  each  boat 
paying  an  average  of  over  ten  dollars  as  I  am  assured  by  gentlemen 
•who  pay  a  large  portion  of  the  revenue  of  the  canal ;  these  gentlemen 
also  certify  that  not  more  than  '^  one  halfih^  number  of  boats  which 
during  the  three  last  years  have  loaded  and  unloaded  at  Baldwinsville, 
have  passed  through  the  canal"  for  the  reason  that  the  canal  is  out  of 
repair  and  the  tolls  are  unreasonably  high. 

llie  statement  of  the  executor  shows,  that  during  the  year  1847, 
1848  and  1849,  805  boats  have  passed  the  canal ;  this  is  an  average  of 
268  boats.  Double  this  is  536  boats  per  year,  which  would  have 
passed,  provided  the  canal  had  been  in  good  order  and  the  tolls  rea- 
sonable. 

These  gentlemen  state,  that  the  busmess  of  the  canal  will  be 
doubled  during  the  next  two  years  if  placed  under  State  management. 
Supposing  the  number  of  boats  passing  through  the  canal  should, 
however,  be  only  600,  then  a  rate  of  charge  less  than  one-third  that 
heretofore  charged  would  produce  ample  revenue.  Make  the  cost  of 
the  canal  and  damages  $20,000,  which  is  very  considerably  above  the 
estimate,  and  the  interest  would,  at  five  per  cent.,  be,         1,000  00 

Cost  of  repairs  of  canal  and  dam, • 200  00 

Lock  tender,  who  can  also  examine  boats  and  cargo, 

to  prevent  frauds  upon  the  revenue, 360  00 

1,560  00 

which,  on  600  boats  or  1,200  loads,  is  |2.60  per  boat  or  |1 .30  per 
lockage.  r 

The  board  are  also  required  to  state,  ^^  whether,  in  their  opinion,  it 
is  expedient,  and  in  view  of  the  public  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
such  improvements  and  works,  for  the  State  to  make  the  same,  and 
their  reasons  for  such  opinion."  I  would  be  better  pleased  if  the 
resolution  of  the  board  did  not  require  me  to  express  an  opinion 
on  this  last  inquiry.  It  is  a  matter  about  which  considerable  difiTer- 
ence  of  opinion  exists  among  those  well  acquainted  with  the  whole 
bearing  of  this  question  upon  State  policy  and  interests. 

That  the  dam  and  navigation  should  be  maintained,  I  have  no 
doubt.  I  find  no  interest  of  any  magnitude  which  requires  the  taking 
down  of  the  dam,  but,  on  the  contrary,  very  large  uterests  which 
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would  be  destroyed  by  the  destruction  of  the  navigation  and  water 
power  incident  to  it.  If,  however,  the  water  power  were  the  only 
lAatter  of  value  involved,  then  the  State  should  have  no  further  alli- 
ance with  it  than  to  legalize  its  existence  in  the  possession  of  its  pre- 
sent proprietors.  But  the  navigation  is  of  value.  Its  influence  upon 
the  value  of  lands  in  that  section  is  very  great,  and  its  influence  upgn 
the  revenues  of  existing  State  works  is  of  importance. 

The  State  at  an  expense  of  $14,864  built  in  1839,  a  towing  path 
along  the  Seneca  river  for  a  distance  of  over  6  miles,  connecting  this 
improvement  with  the  Oswego  canal.  By  maintaining  the  Baldwins- 
ville  canal  and  dam,  there  will  be  about  12  miles  added  to  the  dis- 
tance upon  which  tolls  can  be  and  are  required  by  the  proposed  law 
to  be  charged,  and  in  any  farther  extension  of  this  improvement,  if 
ever  made,  the  State  can  equally  guard  its  revenues. 

The  improvement  has  an  importaQce  which,  taking  into  account 
its  estimated  cost  and  revenues,  will  fully  justify  its  assumption  by  the 
State  ;  more  valuable  interests  virill  be  promoted  by  its  assumption 
than  have  been  in  case  of  many  other  State  works,  reference  bemg 
bad  to  the  cost  and  income. 

I  can  devise  no  plan  for  the  maintenance  of  this  work  which  will 
render  it  as  useful  and  advantageous  as  the  plan  proposed  by  the  bill. 
If  none  can  be  devised,  I  think  the  State  should  assume  the  works. 

The  bill  proposes  to  pay  the  cost  of  the  work  out  of  the  General 
Fimd.  This  is,  no  doubt,  the  only  source  from  which  the  cost  should 
be  paid  if  the  bill  should  become  a  law. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  C.  SEYMOUR, 

State  Engineer  dnd  Surveyor. 


H.  C.  Seymoub,  Esq., 

State  Higineer  and  Surveyor  : 

Sir — ^I  submit  below  the  result  of  measurements  and  examinations 
made  under  your  directions,  in  relation  to  improving  the  navigation  of 
Iht  Seneca  river  at  Baldwinsville)  in  the  county  oi  Onondaga. 


1st.  An  «8tim$te  embracing  all  the  improrements  and  works  deem- 
ed necessary  for  a  good  nayigation. 

2d.  An  estimate  embracing  simply  what  is  necessary  to  maintain 
the  present  capacity  of  the  canal. 

3d.  An  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  canal  and  dam,  and 
the  present  value. 

Estimated  expense  for  a  good  navigaiionj  affording  not  less  than  four 

feet  depth  of  loater  at  all  times. 

2^00  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  deepening  channel  in 
first  16  chains  belo^  lift  lock,  c404, $1,000  00 

1,000  lineal  feet  of  crib  work,  to  serve  as  a  coffer  dam, 
and  to  remain  to  prevent  future  deposites,  at  $1^0 
per  foot, 1,600  00 

6,000  c.  yards  of  excavation  in  37  j^  chs.  lowering  bot- 
tom of  canal  between  locks,  c  144, • 840  00 

Bepairing  south  side  of  lift  lode, 150  00 

BjiUding  new  guard  lock,  including  sluice  fixtures  by 
the  side  of  the  same,  to  feed  the  canal)  (foundation 
to  be  placed  2  feet  below  the  present  one,)  .••••••  3,000  00 

1  towing  path  bridge  over  the  canal,. ••• 250  00 

2  do  millraces, • 500  00 

Len^hening  culvert,.  ..••..•• 25  00 

Refiairingjdam, ...,.• , .    1,000  00 

$8,265  00 


Estimated  expense  to  maintain  the  present  capacity  of  the  canal, 

Rdniilding  guard  lock  on  present  foundation,.  • .  •  •  •  •  $1,500  00 

Repairing  south  side  of  liftlock, 160  00 

Widening  towing  path, 150  00 

1  towing  path  bridge  over  canal, •  •  250  00 

2  do                    millraces, 500  00 

dam, 1,000  00 


$3,660  00 
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Pr<Aable  cost  of  ctmal  and  dam  and  f  reseat  value. 

1  lift  lock  of  wood, 13,876  00 

1  guard  lock  of  wood, IjSOO  00 

1  street  bridge, 500  00 

2  bridges, 242  00 

1  culvert, 600  00 

37i  chs,  of  canal  between  locks, 2,316  00 

Dam, « .-•  3,50000 

7  acres  of  land,  at  flOO  per  acre, 700  00 

Estimated  cost, $13,634  00 

Deduct  guard  lock  -which  is  useless,  (ex- 
cept foundation,) $1,500 

Deduct  repairs  to  dam, 1,000 

do      repairs  to  lift  lock, 150 

do      widening  towing  path, 150 

do      1  towing-path  bridge, 250 

do      2  bridcces  over  mill  races, 500 

^  ^  3,550  00 

PresentTalue, $9,984  00 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  estimate  of  $8,265  embraces  16  chains  of 
work  in  the  river,  below  the  lift  lock  and  coffer  dam  at  the  same 
place ;  also,  the  expense  of  sinking  the  bottom  of  the  canal  and  guard 
lock  two  feet  below  the  present  bottom — ^improvements  which  I  deem 
absolutely  necessary  to  afford  a  good  navigation. 

My  estimate  of  the  cost  and  present  value  of  canal  and  dam  is 
predicated  on  the  best  data  attainable,  and  may  vary  somewhat  from 

fhe  actual  cost. 

It  is  impracticable  for  me  to  ascertain,  in  so  short  a  period  of  time, 
"  the  damages  which  the  State  will  in  any  way  be  liable  to  pay  for 
land  to  be  taken  or  flooded  by  the .  making  of  s^id  improvements." 
But  from  the  releases  and  statements  presented,  it  would  seem  that 
the  damage  to  property  flooded  will  be  little  or  nothing. 

It  is  obvious  there  will  be  no  damage  to  property  flooded  in  con- 
sequence of  any  improvements  contemplated.  All  damage  of  this 
nature  must  have  been  occasioned  from  the  original  construction  of 
the  dam. 
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I  can  give  you  no  other  basis  for  rerenue  than  the  statements  and 
affidavits  of  the  principal  business  men  at  Baldwinsville,  which  I 
transmit  herewith,  together  with  the  releases  from  persons  owning 
property  on  the  Seneca  river. 

On  the  14th  inst.,  a  level  was  taken  at  Jack's  riffs,  and  the  fall 
from  the  head  of  the  ditch  or  artificial  channel  to  the  foot  of  the  same 

was  found  to  be, •  • 4 .49  feet. 

And  to  a  point  2,200  feet  below  the  foot  of  the  ditch,  a 

further  fall  of, 67 

■  I' 

5.06  feet. 
Respectfully  yours, 

JOHN  T.  CLARK, 

Resident  Engineer^ 
Syracuse^  March  16M,  1850. 


Statement  of  the  property  passed  through  the  canal  and  lock  at  Bald- 
uwisville  during  the  years  1847,  1848  and  1849. 

1847.  1848.  1849. 

Number  of  boats, 271  348  186 

M.  feet  of  lumber, * 151  351  588 

Tons  of  grain,. 1,958  3,850  2,346 

Tons  of  flour, 2,070  1,933  1,066 

Cords  of  wood, 3,540  4,620  1,596 

Tonsofmase, 133  128  127 

Cribs  of  timber, 91  56  91 

Tons  of  plaster, 69  113  580 

Tons  of  sundries, 1,460  248  406 

I  certify  that  I  am  one  of  the  executors  and  trustees  of  the  estate 
of  Stephen  W.  Baldwin,  deceased,  and  have  charge  of  the  books  of 
the  estate  ;  that  the  above  is  a  correct  and  full  abstract  from  my 
canal  register  of  the  boats,  lumber  and  other  articles  which  have  paid 
tolls  through  the  canal  and  lock  at  Baldwinsville  during  the  three 
years  last  preceding  ;  that  the  quantities  of  lumber,  grain,  and  other 
articles,  upon  which  tolls  have  been  taken,  as  stated  in  the  above  ab- 
stract, have' in  no  case  been  ascertained  by  actual  weight  or  measure^ 
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ment,  but  have  in  almost  all  cases  been  estimated  bj  the  person  or 
persons  desiring  a  lockage,  without  being  inspected  by  me  or  any 
other  person  in  behalf  of  the  Baldwin  estate. 

Daied  March  16, 1850. 

GEO.  W.  ROBINSON. 

We,  the  undersigned,  inhabitants  of  Baldwinsville,  do  certify  that 
we  have  examined  the  statement  of  George  W.  Robinson,  Esq., 
hereto  annexed,  and  are  well  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which 
tolls  have  been  assessed  and  imposed  upon  articles  passing  through 
the  canal  at  this  place  ;  that  in  our  opinion  and  belief,  the  articles 
which  have  passed  through  the  lock  during  the  three  last  years  far 
exceed  the  amounts  which  have  paid  tolls ;  that  the  executors  having 
charge  of  the  canal  do  not  pretend  to  exact  the  rates  of  toll  estab* 
lished  by  law,  and  in  making  the  reduction,  have  habitually  allowed 
the  quantity  to  be  underestimated  ;  and  we  have  no  doubt  that  in  the 
average,  the  actual  amounts  have  exceeded  those  stated  by  Mr.  Ro- 
binson at  least  one  fourth. 

And  we  further  certify  that  large  amounts  of  grain,  flour,  wood 
and  timber  are  shipped  from  this  village  without  passing  through  the 
lock|  and  this  has  been  the  case  more  especially  the  preceding  season; 
that  large  amounts  of  wheat  and  merchandize  have  been  unloaded 
below  the  lock  and  carted  up  to  the  village  ;  that  the  reason  so  much 
business  is  done,  independently  of  the  canal,  is  that  the  tolls  are  un- 
reasonably  high,  and  the  canal  has  been  so  much  out  of  repair  as  to 
render  the  navigation  difficult  and  uncertain. 

And  we  further  certify  that,  in  our  opmion  and  belief  not  to  ex- 
ceed one-half  of  the  number  of  boats  which  during  the  three  last 
years  have  loaded  aiid  unloaded  at  Baldwinsville,  have  passed  through 
the  lock. 

And  we  further  certify  that  the  village  of  Baldvirinsville  is  surround- 
ed by  a  rich  and  fertile  country,  which  is  constantly  improving  in  its 
capacity  for  agricultural  productions ;  that  the  machmery  at  this 
place  for  mechainical  and  manufacturing  purposes  is  rapidly  increas- 
ing; that  we  verily  tfelieve  understate  superintendence,  and  at  the  rates 
of  toll  proposed  to  be  imposed  by  the  State,  the  tonnage  received  and 
«ent  from  this  place  by  water  will  be  at  least  doubled  in  two  years. 
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and  that  the  present  capacities  of  this  place  warrant  such  an  opinion^ 
independently  of  the  probable  increase  above  stated.  March  16} 
1850 

Allen  k  Case,  merchants, 

John  Fryer,  merchant, 

P.  H«  Sharp,  grocer  and  manufacturer, 

Gable  &  Ackerroan,  lumbermen, 

S.  C.  Parker,  miller, 

Glass  &  Williams,  merchants, 

Frazee  &:  Preslow,  millers, 

H.  G.  Beach,  lumberman, 

W.  H.  Downer,  merchant, 

Otis  Bigelow,  merchant, 

Lewis  R.  Bush,  lumberman, 

Richard  Savage,  lumberman, 

Onondaga  Countyj  ss,  Sanford  C.  Parker,  of  Baldwinsville,  beii^ 
duly  sworn,  saith,  that  during  the  last  season  of  canal  navigation  he 
received  by  the  canal  over  twenty  thousand  bu^els  of  wheat,  which 
were  unloaded  below  the  lock^  and  carted  up  to  the  village  to  hii 
mill,  and  that  he  shipped  about  five  thousand  barrels  of  flour  from  the 
same  place  below  the  Ipck.  And  deponent  further  saith,  that  during 
the  season  of  1848  he  received  and  shipped  about  the  same  amouxit^ 
as  above  stated,  from  below  the  lock.     Dated  March  15,  1850. 

S.  C  PARKER. 
Sworn  before  me  this  15th  ) 
day  of  March,  1850.      J 

Geo.  a.  Stansbury,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Onondaga  County,  Irvin  Williams  of  Baldwinsville,  being  duly 
sworn,  saith,  that  in  the  year  1818,  the  firm  of  Glass  &  Williams,  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  shipped  from  below  the  lock,  at  Baldwin^ 
ville,  eight  thousand  bushels  of  oats  which  were  carted  from  their 
store-house  to  that  place,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile ;  and  that  in  the 
year  1849,  fifteen  hundred  barrels  of  flour,  and  over  twenty  five  hun- 
dred bushels  of  barley  were  shipped  by  them  at  the  same  landing,  and 
carted  as  above  mentioned  ;  an4  that  in  the  year  1840,  they  also  re- 
ceived at  the  same  hnding  and  carted  to  their  mill  ov^-ttiirteen  thou- 
sand bushels  of  wheat.  March  15,  1850. 

IRVIN  WDLLIAMS. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  15th  day  ? 
of  March,  1850,  before  me,        ) 

Geo.  a.  Stansbubt,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Ofumdaga  ctHiiUy^  is:  Henry  G.  Beach  of  Baldwinsville  being  du- 
ly sworn,  saith  that  in  each  of  the  years,  1848  and  1849,  he  shipped 
from  below  the  lock  at  Baldwinsville,  over  half  a  million  feet  of  lum- 
ber-    March  15, 1810. 

H.  G.  BEACH. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  15th  ? 
day  of  March,  1850.       J 

Geo.  a.  Stanbbxt&t,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

Onondaga  county^  ss:  Willard  H.  Downer  being  duly  sworn,  saith 

that  in  the  year  1848,  the  firm  of  W.  H.  Downer  &  Co.  shipped  from 

below  the  lock  at  Baldwinsville  over  eight  thousand  bushels  of  oats 

which  were  carted  from  their  store  house  a  distance  of  over  half  a 

mile.    March  15,  1850. 

WILLARD  H.  DOWNER. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  this  15th  of } 
March,  1850,  before  me.  ) 

Geo.  a.  Stansbubt,  Justict  of  the  Peace. 

Onondaga  County  ss.  Lewis  R.  Bush  of  Lysander,  being  duly  sworn, 
saith,  that  during  the  last  season  of  navigation  the  firm  of  Savage  & 
Bush,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  shipped  from  Baldwinsville  over 
one  million  feet  of  lumber,  which  did  not  pass  through  the  canal  at 
this  place,  nor  pay  tolls  to  the  Baldwin's  estate  ;  and  that  during  the 
previous  season  they  shipped  in  like  manner  over  six  hundred  thou- 
sand feet.  Dated  March  16,  1850. 

LEWIS  R.  BUSH. 

Swon  and  subscribed  this  16th  day  } 
of  March  1850,  before  me,       ] 

Geo.  a.  Stansbubt,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Onondaga  County^  ss.  Oliver  P.  Cook,  of  Baldwinsville,  being 
duly  sworn,  saith,  that  the  firm  of  Cook  &  Howard,  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  shipped  last  year  over  ninety  thousand  feet  of  lumber  whidi 
did  not  pass  through  the  canal  at  this  place.         March  16,  1850. 

OLIVER  P.  COOK. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  16th  day  ? 
of  March,  1860,  before  me,        j 

Obo.  a.  Staksbuet,  Jurtice  of  the  Peace. 
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3b  the  Honorable  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  JV^ew-York  : 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  Canal  Board,  beg  leave  in  an* 
swer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  9th  of  March,  instant^ 
making  certain  inquiries  of  this  Board,  relating  to  the  dam,  &c.,  at 
Baldwinsyille,  to  report,  that  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
Senate,  the  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor  visited  the  dam  and  river  in 
question,  made  faithful  examinations  and  estimates,  and  collected  all 
the  facts  which  can  be  useful  to  the  Senate  in  forming  a  correct  judg- 
ment as  to  the  propriety  of  making  this  navigation  a  State  work. 
These  facts  are  clearly  presented  in  the  able  report  of  that  officer 
which  accompanies  the  report  of  the  majority  of  this  board,  and  we 
dieerfully  commend  that  report  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

We  conceive  that  the  Canal  Board  has  fully  discharged  its  legiti- 
mate duty  when  it  has  communicated  to  the  Legislature  such  useful  facts 
as  may  be  in  its  possession  ;  and  we  do  not  feel  justified  in  arroga- 
ting to  ourselves  the  right  of  in  any  manner  discharging  or  interfer- 
ing with  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  legislative  branch  of  this  gov- 
ernment. We  therefore  dissent  from  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
majority  as  recommends  any  particular  line  of  action  to  the  Senate ; 
and  we  forbear  expressing  any  opinion  of  the  merits  of  either  the 
Senate  bill  or  the  bill  transmitted  by  a  majority  of  the  Canal  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

L.  S.  CHATFIELD, 

Attorney  General* 

FREDERICK  FOLLETT, 
Canal  commissioner. 


Sbt^tt  ot  T!fti0^f!^$^rU^ 
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H  SEMTE,  MARCH  27, 1850. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  bills  imposing  tolls 
upon  certain  roads,  and  upon  petitions  asking  fbr  the 
abolishment  of  tolls  upon  the  central  line  of  rail- 
roads. 

The  standing  committee  on  finance,  to  which  was  referred  two  Se- 
nate bills,  being  acts  to  impose  tolls  upon  the  New- York  and  Erie 
Raikoad,  and  upon  the  Saratoga  &  Schenectady  and  Rensselaer  &: 
Saratoga  Railroads,  as  also  several  petitions  praying  for  the  abolish- 
ment of  tolls  upon  the  central  line  of  railroads,  ha  ye  had  th^  same 
under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  State  having  many  years  nnce  loaned  its  credit  and  expended 
its  money  to  the  extent  of  many  millions  of  dollars  in  constructing 
the  Erie  and  other  canals.  Thereby  adding  largely  to  the  comfort, 
convenience,  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the  central  portion  of  the  State, 
and  the  southern  tier  of  counties  having  borne  freely  its  share  in  con- 
tributing to  produce  this  result.  A  charter  was  granted  in  1832  for 
the  construction  of  the  Erie  Railroad,  and  for  the  benefit  especially  of 
the  southern  tier  of  counties,  as  being  eminently  due  to  that  portion 
of  the  State. 

Subsequenfly  to  the  granting  of  the  charter,  and  owing  to  the  mag- 
nittde  of  the  undertaking,  a  sufficient  private  subscription  could  not 
be  obtained,  and  after  several  years  of  toil  and  delay,  the  State  gran- 
ted its  credit  to  the  extent  of  three  millions  of  dollars  to  aid  in  its 
construction,  and  yet  when  this  large  sum  had  been  expended,  to- 
gether with  about  one  and  a  half  millions  of  private  subscription, 
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onlj  a  smalT  part  of  ffais  great  "work  bad  been  o(»ipleted|  when  the 
company  utterly  failed  and  becume  inflolTent,  leaTing  the  aiwannt 
expended,  both  by  the  State  and  private  subecription,  of  bat  little 
value.  Soon  after  this,  a  new  board  of  directors  were  elected,  and 
which  evinced  a  determination  to  make  a  vigorous  effort  to  overcome 
the  embarrassmeiits  and  the  difficulties  which  had  hitherto  obstmeted 
the  progress  of  the  work,  and  if  possible)  carry  it  forward  to  Lake 
Erie,  as  originally  designed. 

Believing,  und  oubtedly ,  that  the  recovery  of  the  large  amount  loaned 
by  the  State,  was  in  the  then  disastrous  condition  of  the  afbirs  of  the 
company,  at  least  uncertain,  and  as  an  inducement  for  obtaining  new 
subscriptions,  the  Legislature  en  the  14th  May,  1846,  granted  an 
entire  release  to  the  company,  from  the  three  millions  of  dollars  dn^ 
to  the  State,,  conditioned  that  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to  com- 
plete the  work  by  a  given  time^  should  be  raised  by  private  subscrip- 
tion. Tbe  charter  was  granted  free  from  any  stipulation  or  reserva- 
tion, authorising  the  imposition  of  canal  tolls,  and  not  improbably  the 
subscriptions  were  obtained  partly  on  the  representations  that  the 
cliarter  was  firee  from  that  liability.  The  road  has  progressed  widi 
as  much  speed  as  could  have  been  reasonably  expected  ;  and  though 
much  yet  remains  to  be  done,  it  is  hoped,  that  without  some  unex- 
pected embarrassment,  the  day  is  not  distant  when  its  entire  line  to 
Lake  Erie  will  be  open. 

Regarding  it  as  a  great  puUio  work)  largely  benefiting  the  coun- 
ties and  regions  of  country  through  which  it  passes^  owned  almost 
entirely  by  the  people  of  this  State,  and  with  no  immediate  prospect 
of  returning  for  some  yearp  the  interest  on  the  amount  invested 
therein^  its  stock  only  marketable  at  about  two-thurds  the  par  valutt 
it  would  seem  almost  a  misfortunei  even  if  the  settled  policy  of  th« 
State  was  auchy  that  any  new  burthen  should  he  imposed  upon  thiii 
taterprise  while  in  its  present  unfinished  statei  and  when  struggling 
against  numerous  difficulties  to  its  termination  at  Dunkirk* 

But  is  it  in  reality  the  settled  policy  of  the  State  to  impose  tolU 
iqpon  all  railreada  1  certaiftly  not  la  it  the  policy  ^o  iop^yosa  sHch 
tolls  upon  all  freight  tran^oited  upm  roads  nuiMg  paiaUel  with 
any  of  its  canals,  or  where  each  railreads  are  suppoied  to  divert  the 
freight  from  the  oanalal  The  answer  to  that  question  is^  that  saeh 
seems  to  have  hteia  the  polioy  of  the  Stete  for  a  few  yean,  pa«t  via ; 
to  impose  tidls  upon  all  freights  transporled  apon  lailroada  ruMBBg 
parallel  with,  or  so  as  to  divert  it  from  the  canals* 


KcttL}  S 

A^BMlttBg  Aen,  as  j<mt  committee  dOi  that  for  a  ttme  tfais  luif 
Wem  tke  {MCffuKng  policy  of  the  State,  tiie  question  is  presented 
^ribcstber  it  is  to  be  oetttuuied  1  and  if  ao^  how  is  thl  dbcrimkiatiim 
to  be  made^  and  vAach  portkm  flball,  and  which  shall  not  be  taxed 
iipoD  a  road  lice  te  EriO)  a  portion  of  whose  fVei^t  is  not  diverted 
fiptDda  or  would  otherwise  lia¥e  been  tsansported  upon  the  canals  of 
m$  State.  It  would  hardly  be  expected  that  suck  portion  could  be 
s^jeeted  to  tbe  paymeut  of  eaautl  tolls.  But  it  »  said  that  a  large 
aaaomi  of  iieight  is  being  diterted  fcosi  the  canal  revenue)  that 
wouM  otherwise  have  been  tiansported  eitb«  through  the  oanal  or 
OT^  the  central  line  of  raihroad  to  and  from  pointa  and  places  at  ani, 
^bottt  Genera.  And  statements  have  been  exhibited  showing  the  r&* 
salts  of  the  month  of  January,  and  34  dajs  in  February,  by  which 
freight  amounting  to  two  thousand  and  seventy-mx  t<»»9  was  thua 
tranaported  in  that  $hort  period.  Moat  or  all  of  which  it  is  claimed 
has  been  diverted  from  the  central  line  of  railroad^  which  by  law  are 
compelled  to  pay  to  the  State  the  same  tolls  on  all  freight  passing 
ever  sa^Ml  roads,  as  would  have  been  received  if  the  same  had  been 
transported  upon  a^y  of  the  canals  of  this  State.  Now  if  this  is  a 
eor^ect  atate  of  the  case,  it  seems  to  indicate  that  some  change  of 
State  policy  must  be  made  by  the  Legislature  to  remedy  the  injustice 
complained  of,  either  by  abolishing  the  tolls  on  the  freight  transported 
over  the  central  line  or  to  impose,  toils  in  some  equitable  form  upon 
the  freight  transported  over  the  Erie  railroad.  It  surely  is  not  the 
the  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  continue  so  n^anife^tly  an  unequal 
system  of  taxation  as  this  would  appear  to  be. 

To  abolish  the  tolls  on  property  transported  upon  the  central  rail- 
road would  be  to  deprive  the  canal  completion  Fund  of  a  consider 
mble  amount  of  money,  and  postpone  still  farther  that  important 
work  which  it  is  desirable  should  be  completed  at  the  earliest  praotioa** 
bte  period,  in  order  to  a  foil  realbsatioli  of  the  greatly  augmented  re- 
ceipts of  the  State  Treasury,  wfaicb  are  fikely  to  be  produced  when 
the  entire  enlargement  of  the  &ie  canal  shall  have  been  completed; 
and  to  defeat  this  enlargement,  or  to  delay  it,  unless  there  is  a  stern 
necessity  for  so  di»ng,  would  be  to  disappeiat  the  numeroua  friends 
of  that  vast  State  work,  and  greatly  mistaken  policy  in  a  financial 
point  of  view,  as  few,  if  any,  entertain  any  other  opinion  than  that 
the  revenues  of  this  State  are  to  be  largely  increased  by  the  facilities 
such  completioa  will  afford. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  it  is  an  embarrassing  and,  to  some  extent,  a 
complicated  question,  so  to  adjust  and  define  by  law  a  system  that 
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shall  equalize  the  burthens  and  the  benefits  to  the  greater  passible 
extent  among  all  the  people  of  this  State,  without  distinction  as  to 
class,  condition,^r  location,  so  that  each  shall  bear  its  share  of  one, 
and  receive  its  fair  proportion  of  the  other  with  equal  and  exact  jus- 
tice.    That  the  time  is  drawing  near  when  a  revinon  of  the  policy  of 
the  State,  by  which  tolls  are  imposed  upon  certain  railroads,  will  be- 
come necessary  there  can  b^  no  doubt.    It  is  a  subject  involving  very 
large  interests  and  important  principles,  requiring  sound  and  discri- 
minating judgment  and  mature  consideration,  in  order  that  no  interest 
should  be  overlooked,  and  that  even  handed  justice  should  be  meted 
Out  to^  all.    Such  consideration  and  such  revision  can  hardly  be  given 
during  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature.     Its  near  termination, 
and  the  large  amount  of  unfinished  bu^ness  now  before  it ;  the  nu- 
merous private  claims  which,  under  the  present  system,  are  every 
year  adjudicated  before  the  Legislature,  many  of  which  have  been 
too  long  delayed,  becoming  daily  more  pressing  and  urgent,  as  also 
a  considerable  amount  of  buaness  in  the  hands  of  each  senator,  for 
the  progress  of  which  he  feels  responsible,  ail  combine  to  render  it 
impracticable  that  a  proper  consideration  can  be  given  to  a  subject  of 
such  vast  importance  to  the  people  of  this  State  during  the  remainder 
of  the  present  session.     Your  committee  believe  it  would  be  just  for 
the  Legislature  to  abolish  the  tolls  upon  live  stock  and  fresh  meats 
on  all  existing  railroads.     Beyond  this,  they  do  not  considei  it  advis- 
able to  attempt  any  change  of  the  existing  laws,  during  the  present 
session  ;  at  the  same  time  believing  that  it  will  become  the  duty  of 
the  Legislature,  at  no  very  distant  period,  to  revise  the  present  sys- 
tem of  canal  tolls  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble equal  in  its  application  to  all  the  interests  of  this  State,  your 
committee  propose  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions,  and  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 

Reiolvedj  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  impose  canal  tolls 
upon  the  New- York  and  Erie  Railroad  Company. 

Resolved^  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  impose  canal  tolls 
upon  the  Sars^toga  and  Schenectady,  and  Rensselaer  and  Saratoga 
Railroad  Companies. 

Retdved^  That  it  is  inexpedient,  at  this  time,  to  abolish  all  tolls 
upon  freight  tranrported  upon  the  central  and  other  existing  railroad 
companies. 

Resohedy  That  it  is  expedient  to  aboFish  canal  tolls  upon  live  stock 
and  fresh  meat  transported  upon  any  railroad  in  this  State. 

Respectfully  submitted,  EDWIN  D.  MORGAN, 

CHAS.  COLT,  ' 
WM.  HORACE  BROWN^ 


■  .«-»- 
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SbtAte  0t  If rto^Sforir^ 


No.  96. 


m  SENATE,  MAE.  28, 1850. 


im     i»  *  « 


REPORT 

Of  a  majojrity  of  the  Judicii^ry  Comaiittee  09  tb9  WL  tQ 
settle  the  controveraiesf  existing  between  ihe  Stat^  «f 
New-York  lind  certain  occupants  and  clainmnt^  of 
land  and  to  confirm  the  title  to  said  land?. 

The  undersigned,  a  majority  of  the  standbg  committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary to  wUch  was  referred  the  bill  to  settle  the  controversies  exist- 
ing betweett  the  State  of  New-York  and  certain  occupants  and  claim- 
ants of  lai^dy  and  to  confirm  the  title  to  ^id  lands,  respectfully  sub- 
mit to  the  Senate  the  following 

REPORT: 

That  regarding  the  objects  proposed  ^o  be  tccompltshed  by  the 
bill  referred  to  them,  of  t^e  greatest  importance,  and  intimately  con- 
nected with  tbe  social  and  political  relations  of  large  classes  of  our 
citizens,  and  greatly  afiE^cting  the  general  welfare,  they  have  given  to 
the  subject  as  qareful  and  deliberate  a  consideration,  as  their  necessa- 
ry atteation  to  other  subjects  of  legislation  would  permit, 

The  general  object  and  design  of  the  bill,  is  to  provide  a  jfisl  and 
equitable  mode  of  settlement,  of  the  unhappy  ^nd  disastrous  contro- 
versies, which  have  existed  for  the  last  eleven  years  betvtreen  certain 
landlords  or  owners  of  rents,  reserved  on  leases  of  various  tracts  of 
lands  in  several  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  and  the  occupants  of  such 
^ands ;    and  to  which  controversies  the  State   has  made   itsdf  a 
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party,  bj  tbe  commencenient  of  suits  to  recorer  in  its  own  right  and 
for  its  own  use,  portions  of  those  lands 

No  snbjed  of  greater  importance,  so  far  as  the  general  welfare,  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  society,  the  observance  and  execntion  of  the 
laws,  and  the  right  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  to  the  enjoyment  of 
their  property  is  eoncemed,  has  been,  m  the  judgment  of  yovr  com- 
mitteCy  brought  before  tbe  Legislature  for  its  action. 

The  committee  feel  warranted  and  justified  in  saying,  that  the  bill 
yAkhi  was  introduced  by  one  of  their  number,  has  been  brought  for- 
ward not  to  promote  the  interestir  or  gratify  the  wishes  of  any  partic- 
ular class,  but  with  the  sole  view  and  design  of  promoting  the  inter- 
ests and  welfare  of  all.  It  is  not  a  measure  brought  forward  at  the 
instance  or  request,  or  with  the  apfHTobation  of  either  landlords  or  ten- 
ants, and  how  far  it  will  meet  the  approval  of  either  of  those  clas- 
•es,  your  committee  have  no  means  of  knowing.  But  they  trust  that 
the  measure,  if  found  on  careful  examination  and  scrutiny,  to  be  based 
on  sound  principles  of  justice,  will  meet  the  cordial  approval  of  the 
legislature,  and  of  all  men  who  desire  to  promote  the  true  and  best 
interests  of  their  fellow  citizens.  A  brief  statement  of  the  origin  and 
progress  of  the  disputes  and  controversies  referred  to,  will  clearly 
show  how  great  are  the  moral,  social  and  political  evils,  which  the 
bill  under  consideration  proposes  to  aid  in  eradicating.  It  is  well 
known,  that  in  the  early  settlement  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  large 
tracts  of  land  were  granted  by  the  government  to  individual  proprie- 
tors. At  the  time  of  the  making  of  these  grants,  the  country  waa 
sparsely  peopled^  large  portions  of  what  now  constitute  the  most  fer- 
tile and  productive  regions  Bf  tbe  State,  being  then  covered  with  their 
native  forest,  and  occupied  by  savage  and  hostile  tribes  of  Indiana. 
The  new  and  wild  lands  of  the  colony  were  then  regarded  as  of  little 
value ;  emigrants  were  wanted  to  occupy  and  settle  them  for  the  pur- 
pose of  increasing  the  population  of  the  colony,  and  adding  to  its 
strength  and  means  of  defence  against  hostile  attacks  from  neighbors 
or  enemies. 

One  great  object  of  making  to  individuals  the  large  grants  of  land 
which  have  been  referred  to,  was  to  promote  the  progress  and  settle- 
ment of  the  country y  by  making  it  the  interest  of  individual  proprie* 
tors^  to  use  efforts  and  expend  their  means  to  induce  emigrants  from 
Europe  to  remove  to  the  colony,  and  settle  upon  and  improve  their 
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Iftnds.  Many  of  the  early  emigrants  who  sought  a  home  for  them- 
selres  and  their  posterity  in  the  far  off  wilds  of  America,  were  desti- 
tute of  means  to  defray  the  expenses  tf  removing  their  families  to  the 
new  world,  as  well  as  of  the  means  to  purchase  or  even  to  improve 
the  lands  on  which  they  settled. 

They  were  dependant  on  the  fruits  of  their  daily  labor  for  the  sup- 
port of  themselves  and  their  families.  They  then  gladly  accepted 
grants  or  leases  of  land  in  perpetuity,  reserving  a  small  annual  rent, 
instead  of  contracting  to  purchase  what  they  had  no  means  to  pay 
for. 

These  grants  or  leases  were  in  very  many  cases  made  free  of  rent 
for  the  first  six  or  seven  years,  so  as  to  give  the  new  settler  an  oppor- 
tunity to  clear  portions  of  the  land  and  place  himself  in  a  condition 
to  pay  before  he  should  be  called  on  to  make  any  return  for  the  land 
be  occupied. 

This  is  a  brief  statement  of  the  origin  of  the  lease  hold  tenures 
which  siill  exist  on  several  large  tracts  of  land  in  some  of  the  coun- 
ties of  the  State.  The  leases  granted  by  the  proprietors  were  in 
general  in  perpetuity,  reserving  a  small  annual  rent,  payable  in  wheat 
or  money,  labor  or  services,  or  articles  other  than  wheat,  and  some 
of  them  contain  reservations  to  the  lessors  of  mines  and  water  pow- 
ers, and  what  are  called  quarter  sale  covenants  or  reservations,  or 
fines  on  alienation,  by  wbich  the  tenant  was  obligated  when  he  sold 
his  interest  in  the  land  leased,  either  to  give  the  pre-emption  right  to 
lus  landlord,  or  to  pay  him  a  certain  portion  of  the  purchase  money 
obtained  for  his  interest  in  the  land  and  the  improvements  he  bad 
made  upon  it. 

It  was  in  this  manner  that  the  large  tracts  of  land  in  question  were 
first  settled.  At  the  time  the  leases  were  given  the  terms  were  mu- 
tually satisfactory  to  the  contracting  parties.  The  landlord  was  de- 
arous  of  improving  and  settling  his  land  which  he  had  purchased 
from  the  government,  and  those  who  took  leases  were  satisfied  with 
that  mode  of  acquiring  a  right  to  the  occupancy  and  enjoyment  of  the 
lands  which  they  designed  for  the  future  homes  of  themselves  and 
their  children.  The  emigrant  or  new  settler  was  then,  in  general, 
poor  and  defenceless.  He  sought  and  needed  the  aid  and  protection 
of  his  patron  or  landlord  ;  and  the  contracts  into  which  they  origi- 
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nail  J  enf  ered^  were  ftt  tbe  time  regarded  by  both  afi  matually  btsnc^ 
^ciaL  But  tiie  cirCTmstatices  mi  Gondicion  of  tiie  cotntry,  as  wti) 
as  its  goTernment,  have  greatly  cbanged  sin^e  the  first  emigrant  casie 
to  settle  in  the  far  off  colony  of  tbe  New-Netbetlandat  From  « 
small,  feeble,  and  defenceless  colony^  vr^  ba^e  growti  to  be  a  large, 
prosperous  and  powerful  State. 

Our  populationi  instead  df  oeciipying  a  few  ^  manon^'  en  tbe  bar- 
ders  of  tbe  Hudson  and  Mohawk,  has  spread  OY^f  more  than  forty 
thousand  square  miles  of  territory.  Our  people  ha?«  freed  then- 
selves  fjrom  their  dependence  on  the  mother  country  and  established 
a  free,  democratic  and  constitutional  form  of  government  The  ac- 
tual cultivators  of  the  soil  have  become  the  most  numerous,  influen- 
tial and  independent  ckss  in  the  State.  They  justly  and  properly 
desire  to  be  their  own  landlords,  and  to  own  the  lands  which  they 
occupy  and  cultivate,  free  from  all  rents,  reservations  and  conditions 
whatsoever.  The  leases  reserving  rents,  payable  in  money,  wheat 
or  services  for  ever,  and  under  which  the  manorial  lands,  as  they  are 
called,  were  first  settled  by  a  preceding  generation,  have  become 
odious  to  the  present  occupants.  They  allege  that  the  tenures  under 
which  they  hold,  are  opposed  to  the  very  spirit  and  genius  of  our 
government ;  that  they  tend  to  retard  the  improvement  and  develop- 
ment of  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  are  adverse  to  the  progress, 
independence  and  social  welfare  of  the  people;  and  that  however 
beneficial  or  satisfactory  these  tenures  may  have  originally  been,  that 
they  are  now  the  cause  of  grievous  evils  to  them,  as  well  as  to  the 
whole  community. 

The  laiid^  in  question  have  been  held  arid  occupied  under  these 
tenures  from  their  first  settlement  to  1839,  a  period  ranging  from  fifty 
to  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  without  any  open  or  puUic 
expression  of  dissatisfaction,  except  in  one  or  two  instances,  on  the 
part  of  the  occupants^ 

In  January,  1839,  the  late  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  of  the  city  of 
Albany,  who  was  one  of  the  largest  of  these  proprietors,  died.  Ete 
had  been  proverbially,  a  kind,  forbearing  and  generous  landlord,  tbe 
patron,  friend  and  protector  of  those  who  were  the  occupants  under 
leases  in  fee  of  the  lands  which  had  been  granted  to  his  ancestors, 
and  which  in  the  ordinary  course  of  human  events,  had  legally  de- 


seaxuied  to  him.  Ai  the  time  of  hU  daath^  utd  through  his.f^shaps 
too  geaeraus  foifaewaneey  large  arrearages  of  rent  were  due  to  him, 
which  bj  his  mil  he  bequeathed  to  traeteea  for  the  pay  meat  of  his 
debts* 

Th^  attempt  made  by  hi9  trustees  'vx  piJrsu;ance  of  the  directipue^ 
of  his  will|  to  collect  the  rests  in  arrear,  was  the  iipmedlate  occasioB 
of  the  first  anti-rent  outbreak  in  the  county  of  Albany.  The  progress 
asd  diri^  con^eq^eoces  of  that  mpvementare  ^  part  of  %he  history  of 
the  State. 

The  occupants  of  tSiese  lands  m  many  cases,  not  well  able  to  dis- 
charge the  large  arrearages  Of  rent  due  fVom  them,  and  suffermg  un- 
der the  evils  which  resulted  from  this  kind  of  tenure,  resisted  the 
payment  of  their  rents ;  and  to  make  this  resistance  more  effectual, 
they  organized  themselres  Into  associations  to  assist  and  protect  each 
other,  and  under  assumed  disguises  the  better  to  escape  detection,  and 
the  consequences  of  their  own  .acts,  they  forcibly  resi;?ted  the  e^^eai- 
tion  of  the  laws,  and  set  its  officers  at  .defia^nce. 

The  flame  whidh  was  first  Ughted  in  Albany  county,  spread  to 
other  counties  where  the  same  kind  t>f  tenures  prevailed,  und  similar 
associations  were  there  formed  to  reast  the  payment  of  rents  and  the 
execiltioB  of  the  laws  for  their  ccSlection.  'The  consequences  resuit- 
iog  from  this  state  of  tilings  haye  been  of  the  most  deplorahie  and 
ditostrouS  diaracter. 

The  execution  of  the  laws  has  been  reaisted^  its  officers  ae^t  ^t  de- 
fiance, and  shot  down  in  open  day  while  in  the  ei^ecution  of  their 
duty,  by  bands  of  armed  men;  the  powerof  t^  counly  and  the  mili- 
tary power  of -the  State  have  been  Tesorted  to  to*aid  the  oAeers  of  tbft 
law  in  the  execution  of  Iheir  duty,  and  in  several  instances  one  or 
more  oounties  have  been  prockdmedby  tiieexecutitreaQthority  of  the 
govemmest^o  be  in  a  state  ^of  iopsurrection.  The  jeoualies  m  jwfai^ 
those ^istsaA)anoe6'0ccsflrrtd,haff«  'beep  stibjected  tothe 'paymeaii.^ 
large espensesiaearfed  in leBtoxH to  nndntain kw aad«rder^>by .n^idi 
the  hnrlhen  of  taxes  on  the  peopU  in  those  comities  has  been  ia- 
cre&sed.  The  Treasury  of  (the  Slate  has  >had  fteqi^ent  dnfts  snajle 
upon  it,  to  pay  large  erpenses  incuived  under  the  dkreetion  of  ^amcii* 
tive  authority  in  maintAining  peace  and  enfbrcbg  the  execution  of 
the  laws.    In  addition  to  these  evik  of  a  public  diaracter,  injuries 


still  more  serious  have  been  inflicted  on  individuals.  Tlie  peace  of 
families  and  neighborhoods  has  been  in  many  instances  destroyed^ 
Relativea  and  friends  have  been  alienated.  Sales  of  fanns  have  beei» 
prevented,  improvements  retarded ,  and  the  value  of  the  property  of 
both  tenants  and  landlords  depreciated.  The  social  and  domestic  rela- 
tions of  Kfe  have  been  dbturbed,  and  the  general  welfare  of  the 
whole  population  in  the  disturbed  districts  injuriously  affected .  Crimes 
of  the  deepest  dye  have  been  committed.  The  violators  of  the 
laws  have  been  tried,  convicted,  sentenced,  and  pardoned.  No  good 
citizen  can  look  back  on  the  past  history  and  consequences  of  the 
anti-rent  movement  without  seeing  and  lamenting  the  social,  moral 
and  political  evils  that  have  resulted  from  it,  or  without  being  fully 
impressed  with  the  great  benefits  and  advantages  which  mil  result  t» 
the  occupants  of  these  lands  and  their  families,  as  well  as  to  the 
whole  State,  by  an  end  being  put  to  these  unfortunate  and  lamentable 
controversies. 

The  tenures  under  which  these  lands  are  held,  when  they  are  pro* 
ductive  of  such  consequences,  must  be  regarded  as  injurious  to  the 
public  welfare.  To  change  them  into  unconditional  estates  in  fee 
simple,  has  become  an  object  of  great  importance  to  the  public,  as 
well  as  to  theocupants  of  the  lands  in  question.  These  leasehold  ten* 
ures  are  adverse  to  the  free  and  independent  spirit  of  our  people,  and 
any  practicable  constitutional  plan  of  changing  them  and  thereby 
putting  an  end  to  the  evils  resulting  from  them,  should  meet  the 
hearty  and  cordial  concurrence  of  every  citizen  who  desires  to  do 
good  to  his  neighbor,  and  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  State. 

Your  •committee  do  not,  by  anything  they  have  said,  intend  to  cast 
any  a^er^ons  upon  the  class  of  men  known  as  anti-renters.  That 
some  of  them  have  been  guilty  of  great  and  unjustifiable  violations 
of  law,  they  will  not  themselves  deny,  but  as  a  class  they  are  still 
regarded  as  holding  a  respectiible  station  in  society.  They  habitually 
acknowledge,  and  endeavor  to  perform  all  their  contracts  and  obliga- 
tions, other  than  for  the  payment  of  the  rents  charged  on  their  lands* 
They  maintain  schools  and  churches,  pay  to  the  government  the  taxes 
imposed  on  them,  and  endeavor  to  fulfil  to  each  other,  and  to  society^ 
the  duties  which  devolve  on  them  as  neighbors  and  citizens.  But 
while  they  practically  and  daily  do  all  these  things,  they  repudiate 
thdr  obligations  or  contracts  to  pay  the  rents  reserved  in  the  leases 


tinder  whidi  they  hold  their  bnds,  and  they  inculcate  nn  each  other 
and  on  the  generation  that  is  growing  up  around  them,  and  soon  m 
the  natural  course  of  events  to  occupy  their  places,  that  such  repu" 
diation  is  justifiable  in  order  to  relieve  themselves  from  the  grievances 
which  they  suffer  in  consequence  of  the  tenures  under  which  their 
lands  are  held. 

That  the  grievances  resulting  from  this  kind  of  tenures  have  he- 
come  great,  your  committee  concede,  and  that  the  evil  consequences 
to  the  tenants,  arising  from  the  ocmtroversies  in  which  they  are  en- 
gaged with  their  landlords  by  reason  of  these  tenures,  are  almost 
equally  great  your  committee  also  believe.  As  long  as  these  com- 
bined and  concerted  efforts  to  resist  the  payment  of  rent  continue^ 
they  must  injuriously  affect  the  social  condition  and  the  pecuniary  in- 
terests of  those  engaged  in  them.  Indeed  all  candid  and  reflecting 
men  among  those  thus  engaged,  admit  that  the  evils  resulting  to  them 
from  the  condition  and  circumstances  in  which  they  are  now  living 
are  of  a  serious  character,  and  most  of  them  express  a  wish  to  have 
these  evils  terminated  and  the  reign  of  peace,  order  and  kindly  feel- 
ing again  restored  among  them. 

But  the  evils  resulting  from  the  spirit  of  agitation  and  resistance  to 
the  payment  of  rents,  reach  beyond  the  immediate  localities  where 
this  spirit  prevails.  They  extend  to  the  whole  body  politic.  Suc- 
cessful and  continued  resistance  to  the  due  administration  and  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  weakens  the  confidence  of  every  man  in  the  security 
of  his  rights  of  person  and  property  guaranteed  to  him  by  the  gov- 
ernment. It  impairs  confidence  in  titles  to  real  property,  and  deters 
men  from  making  investments  on  its  security. 

As  was  natural,  and  perhaps  under  our  form  of  government  inevita- 
ble, the  parties  who  have  been  seeking  from  the  government  relief 
from  tbe  grievances  of  which  they  complain,  have  availed  themselves 
d[  the  political  power  which  they  possess  at  the  ballot  boxes,  to  aid 
them  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  objects,  and  ^^  anO-rentitm " 
has  consequently  become  an  element  in  the  politics  of  the  State. 

Men  ambitious  of  station  and  political  power,  have  courted  its  in« 
fluence,  and  have  at  times,  by  availing  themselves  of  accidental  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  two  great  parties  into 
-which  the  electors  of  the  State  have  been  divided,  rendered  it  the 
means  of  accomplishing  the  objects  of  their  ambition. 
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He  aecati^,  jtadfeiml  tni  Icgislatite  departttieAts  6(  tht  goVem- 
Bent,  have  not  been  whol  y  beyond  the  reach  €€  its  iniDelice.  but 
notwithift«[iidtDg  eleTen  jreats  of  agitation,  gOTerftord^  j^g^r  )<%i^ 
tors  t&nA  lanryers^  have  as  y^t  feeien  tenable  \6  fifibrd  the  tenants  any 
IKibstantiltl  relief.  Large  sums  of  money  have,  during  all  that  tiVne^ 
been  paid  by  the  occupants  of  the  lands  in  question,  to  defray  the  et- 
peHaes  rf  harassing  and  Tesstioss  litigations  in  which  they  have  been 
engaged,  and  Whidi  hare  thvs  far,  as  is  beheTed  hy  your  conmkteey 
been  of  mueh  larger  profit  of  lawyers  and  p»&timns,  than  to  tenahtiv 
^  all  events  none  of  iixt  measures  of  agitatioD  and  lesistance  have 
yet  iM^ought  to  the  occupants  of  these  lands  any  snhstantiftl  relief* 

The  hope^  the  promise  of  relief,  has  indeed  been  held  out  to  Iheav 
at  almost  every  returning  election  by  those  who  have  sought  th^ 
votes  at  the  ballot  box,  but  no  such  relief  as  they  desire  is  yet  obtain- 
ed. The  pdious  tenures  yet  continue,  and  the  pecuniary  and  sodaf 
condition  of  the  great  body  of  the  occupants  of  the  lands  in  questioB 
is  worse  than  it  was  eleven  years  since,  when  the  agitation  commenced, 
lliose  who  have  hitherto  promised  to  the  tenants  bread,  have  given 
them  only  a  stone ;  various  measures  of  relief  have  from  time  to  time 
beefn  suggested  and  advocated,  by  tliose  vrho  desire  to  avail  them- 
leaves  of  the  influence  and  power  exeicised  at  the  ballot  box  by  those 
ifht  wete  holstetetly  seeking  some  legal  and  constitutional  mode  of  re- 
lief ft6m  tte  grievances  resulting  from  theit  lease-hold  tenures.  But 
Ihethithls,  and  Wft  they  Who likvehidierto  made  these  delusive  promi* 
sea  %efl  knoW/the  Legisf^ture  have  no  power  under  the  €onstittitidn 
lo  gite  flxe  tenants  the  telief  they  want.  T\e  CoHOituHoh  of  tkt 
VhUed  States  guaranfeu  the  intidliibitSty  of  t&ritractSi  aiid  no  klT 
which  the  State  Legislature  can  enact  can,  so  long  as  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  subvert  or  de- 
stroy the  great  principle  on  which  all  rights  to  property  rest.  In- 
deed the  right  of  property  in  every  civilized  society  does  not  rest  on 
iiny  guarantee  of  a  written  constitution.  It  is  a  light  resulting  froB|| 
and  lying  at  tbe  very  foundation  of  the  social  compact,  and  no  gov- 
ernment, whether  restrained  by  a  written  Constitution  or  not,  has  the 
right,  by  the  exercise  of  its  mere  volition,  to  take  one  man's  property 
and  tcaftsfisr  it  to  anotiMff. 

llie  rents  reserved  in  the  leases  of  the  manorial  lands  are  as  sa- 
credly the  property  of  the  lessors,  and  as  inviolable  in  their  handS|  as 


ue  die  estaites  atid  intereits  df  the  occupants  ia  the  saoieltiids^  orft» 
k  the  estttte  or  title  Df  any  other  citisen  in  any  lands  owned  by  hixa^ 
and  it  is  as  much  the  duty  of  the  goTernmeBt  to  protect  <Hie  citiMn 
8ft  Mother  in  the  ei^yment  of  his  property^  Your  committee  are 
almre  that  it  has  been  ui^ed  by  eosae  whose  opiaions  are  entitled  to 
r^pect,  that  the  government  has  the  power,  by  the  exercise  of  tbf 
right  of  eminent  domamiy  to  take  from  the  landlords  against  their  con- 
smij  but  on  making  just  compensation  therefori  the  estates  and  inter- 
ests which  they  own  in  these  lands,  for  the  purpose  of  promotbg  the 
public  welfare,  by  changing  the  tenures  into  absolute,  unconditional 
tefates  in  fee  siinple ;  or  in  other  words,  that  the  State  may  take  iVom 
tbt  landlords  and  against  their  consent,  their  property  in  the  mano- 
rial hlids  for  th^  public  use,  on  making  just  compensation. 

The  right  of  the  government,  by  the  exercise  of  its  sovereign  pow- 
er, to  take  or  resume  the  individual  i»-operty  of  the  citiasen  when  ne- 
cessaij  for  the  public  use^  on  making  just  compensation,  cannot  now 
be  questioned  ;  but  the  power  thus  to  take  individual  property  frc^ 
the  owner  against  his  consent,  wiA  the  view  not  of  retaining  it  fx 
any  public  use^  but  with  the  sole  purpose  of  selling  it  out  again  tp 
olher  eitiasetis,  for  the  purpose  of  introduciag  a  different  kind  q(  tea*- 
lore  of  real  estate,  better  adapted  in  the  jadgmait  of  the.  Le^latun 
to  promote  &e  generai  welfhre,  may  well  be  4ii|iestioned.  If  Buxk  m 
construction  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  should  be  established,  it 
necessarily  makes  the  tenure  of  every  man's  property  subject  to  the 
mere  will  of  the  Legislature.  It  would  authorize  the  Legislature, 
whenever  it  should  judge  that  the  public  interest  would  be  promoted 
by  changing  the  tenure  or  character  of  the  property  of  the  citizen,  to 
take  it  from  him  on  paying  him  in  money  the  appraised  value  there- 
of. It  would  authorize  the  government  to  take  from  a  large  propri- 
etor of  land,  his  estate  for  the  purpose  of  granting  it  out  again  in 
8&u31er  parcels,  or  in  more  equal  proportions^  the  better  thereby  to 
promote  the  general  welfare. 

No  precedent  for  any  such  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domaifti 
which  is  the  right  to  take  private  property  for  public  use,  has  yet 
been  found  in  the  action  of  any  government,  to  the  knowledge  of 
your  committee. 

Private  property  may  be  taken  against  the  consent  of  the  owser^ 
OD  makiD^  just  cbmpensation,  for  j[milicM9€i  \pai^^ m^ftiB ]piibH» 
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us€  are  used  in  a  more  restricted  sense  than  the  words  puhKc  wdfait. 
It  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  in  the  power  of  the  govera* 
ment,  under  the  pretence  of  taking  prirate  property  for  public  use, 
to  take  it,  or  authorize  it  to  be  taken,  in  ail  cases  when  ii  may  judge 
that  such  taking  will  promote  the  general  welfare.  This  is  a  latitudi- 
narian  construction  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  that  has  never 
yet  been  sanctioned  by  the  decision  of  any  court  of  justice,  or  the 
action  of  any  legislative  body. 

The  right  to  take  private  pro])erty  for  public  use  has  heretofore 
been  supposed  to  be  limited  to  cases  where  the  use  of  the  property 
taken  was  in  some  way  to  be  confined  to.  and  continued  in,  the  pub- 
lic. The  most  familiar  cases  of  the  exercise  of  this  right,  by  govern- 
ments, are  those  in  which  private  property  is  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
fortifications  or  means  of  defence  in  war,  or  for  the  construction  of 
roads,  canals,  and  bridges,  to  promote  and  facilitate  internal  com- 
munication and  commerce  for  the  public  use^  or  use  of  all  who 
choose  to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantages  thus  offered ;  but  in  no 
iastance  has  such  right  been  exercised  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
9]^anging  conditional  estates,  or  estates  for  years  or  for  life,  into 
estates  in  fee,  or  for  the  purpose  of  substituting  one  kind  of  estates 
in  lands  for  another  which  would,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Legislature, 
better  promote  the  public  welfare,  and  be  more  congenial  to  the 
spirit  and  genius  of  our  people. 

All  grants  of  lands  are  supposed  to  be  primarily  denved  from  the 
government  or  sovereign  power  of  the  State  i  and  the  right  of  emi- 
nent domain  is  the  right  which  exists  in  the  government  to  resume 
the  subject  of  the  grant  whenever  it  shall  6e  necessary  for  (he  public 
use^  on  making  compensation  for  the  property  so  taken ;  but  no  jurist 
has  hitherto  supposed  that  the  government  possessed  a  right  thus  to 
resume  the  subject  of  the  grant,  for  the  purpose  of  again  granting  it 
to  other  persons,  to  be  held  under  other  tenures,  and  with  no  other 
view  than  thereby  the  better  to  promote  the  general  welfare  or  pros- 
perity of  the  country,  or  of  some  particular  portion  of  it. 

Your  committee  are  informed  that  very  many  of  the  owners  of  the 
manorial  lands,  considering  the  inability  of  the  Legislature  to  grant 
them  relief,  and  the  impossibility  of  extinguishing  their  leasehold  te- 
nures, except  by  purchase,  and  being  willing  and  desirous  of  ending 
^e  unprofitable  controversies  and  litigations  in  which  they  are  now 
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mTolvecl,  are  reaiiy  to  purckase  of  the  landlords  and  that  the  land* 
lords  are  willing  and  desirous  to  sell,  on  terms  that  would  be  mutu- 
ally satisfactory,  bat  that  the  owners  or  tenants  fear  to  purchase  the 
rents  reserved  in  their  leases,  for  the  reason  that  they  believe  that  the 
alleged  title  of  the  landlords  is  fraudulent  and  void  as  against  the  State 
or  has  become  forfeited  or  escheated  to  the  State  by  the  non  fulfil- 
ment of  conditions  contained  in  the  original  grants  ;  or  in  other  words 
that  if  they  extinguish  their  leasehold  tenures  by  purchase  from  the 
landlords,  of  the  estates  and  interests  they  claim  to  have  in  the  lands 
or  rents  reserved  thereon,  that  the  State  will  then  come  in,  and  by  assert- 
inga  superior  and  paramounttitle,deprivethem  of  all  right  to  the  enjoy- 
Bient  and  possession  of  these  lands.  And  they  as  a  further  excuse 
£ar  their  refusal  thus  to  purchase  and  thereby  relieve  themselves  from 
the  evils  entailed  upon  them  by  the  leasehold  tenures,  allege  that  the 
State  is  now  prosecuting  suits  to  recover  the  lands  in  question,  so  as 
to  establish  its  legal  right  to  turn  off  both  landlords  and  tenants,  and 
to  appropriate  the  lands  to  its  own  use ;  and  on  this  groimd  spme  of 
them  have  petitioned  the  legislature  at  its  present  session  to  pass  a 
law,  restraining  the  collection  by  the  landlords  of  the  rents  reserved 
so  long  as  the  State  is  litigaUng  for  the  recovery  of  their  lands. 

It  appears  from  a  report  made  on  the  14th  of  January  last,  to  the 
Senate,  by  the  Attorney  General,  (Senate  document  No.  26,)  that 
suits  were  commenced  by  the  late  Attorney  General,  (Mr.  Jordan,) 
in  the  name  and  in  behalf  of  the  State,  to  recover  portions  of  these 
lands,  in  the  counties  of  Albany,  Rensselaer,  Columbia,  and  Mont- 
gomery, and  that  such  suits  are  now  being  prosecuted  by  the  State 
to  recover  in  its  own  right,  and  for  its  own  use,  the  lands  in  question. 

It  further  appears  that  these  suits  were  commenced  by  the  late  At 
torney  General,  in  pursuance  of  the  followbg  joint  resolution  of  the 
two  houses  of  the  Legislature,  passed  on  the  10th  of  April,  1848. 

^^  Resolved^  That  the  Attorney  General  be  instructed  carefully  to 
enquire  and  ascertain,  whether  in  any  of  the  lands  in  this  State,  now 
claimed  to  be  held  under  any  of  the  manorial  titles  referred  to  in  this 
report,  the  claim  of  the  present  landlord  be  open  to  just  doubt  and 
question,  and  whether  in  his  judgment  this  State  may  justly  and  legal- 
ly  lay  claim  to  (he  title  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  escheat 
or  otherwise  ;  and  if  in  his  opinion,  the  title  of  the  present  claimants 
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may  he  justly  questioned,  and  ike  right  ofih€  Stat$  U  mtehtanisy  or 
to  any  part  of  the  same^  be  e^abHshed  according  to  hwy  that  he  take 
«iich  measures,  either  by  suit  at  law,  or  any  other  proper  proceed* 

logs,  as  will  test  the  validity  of  such  titles  or  cbims." 

• 

Your  committee  do  not  find  any  written  or  documentary  evidence, 
to  shew  whether  the  late  Attorney  General  complied  with  the  di- 
rections or  intention  of  this  resolution,  before  he  commenced  the 
suits,  which  have  placed  the  State  in  the  attitude  of  claiming  to.be 
now  the  just  owner  of  these  manorial  lands^  which  have  been  held 
under  color  and  claim  of  title  adversely  to  the  State,  since  their  first 
settlement. 

By  the  resolution,  the  Legislature  instmcted  the  Atteniey  Oener- 
al  "carefully  to  inquire  and  ascertain,  whether  ^  the  dmm  of  the  pro^ 
tent  landlords  he  open  to  juet  doubt  and  question^  ''  and  **  whether 
in  his  judgment,  this  State  may  justly  and  legally  lay  daim  to  the 
title  of  the  9ixa\eP  and  Aen  instructed  him  to  commence  prosecutions  in 
behalf  of  the  State,  only  on  the  condition,  that  in  his  opinion  the 
tHle  of  tlie  present  claimants  might  be  justly  questioned^  and  the  right 
of  the  State  to  such  lands,  be  established  according  to  law.  How 
carefully  the  late  Attorney  General  investigated  the  titles  claimed 
by  the  present  landlords,  or  on  what  facts  he  founded  his  judgment 
as  a  lawyer,  and  as  Attorney  General,  that  the  State  might  justly  and 
legaUy  lay  claim  to  thetitie  of  these  lands,  the  records  left  in  his  de- 
partment do  not  show.  The  Legislature  have  had  no  means  of  re- 
viewing, or  of  approving  or  dissenting  from  the  opinion  of  the-  late 
Attorney  General,  on  the  question  they  submitted  to  his  determina- 
tion. 

The  Legislature,  as  well  as  the  present  Attorney  General,  are  left 
(o  infer  from  the  fact  that  he  commenced  suits, that  the  late  Attorney 
General ,  (Mr.  Jordan,)  faBd,as^the'highest  law  officer  of  the  State  govern- 
ment, formed,  after  careful  investigation,  the  opinion  that  the  title 
claimed  by  the  landlords  in  question  might  be  justly  questioned,  and 
the  right  of  the  State  to  such  lands  might  be  established  according  to 
law. 

The  present  Attorney  General,  in  Us  report  before  mentioiiedl, 
says:  ^^  as  yet  I  have  not  had  time  or  opportunity  to  examine  the 
guestions  involved  in  the  actions  commenced  by  my  predecessor,  aad 
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wsw  p€»ditig.  Confiekiitly  relying,  howercr,  tm  Mr.  Jordan? s  aWUy 
Q$  a  lawyer  and  vtttgrUif  as  a  man^  I  must  act  on  the  assumption  that 
the  actions  commenced  by  him  are  meritorioas,  and  should  be  faith- 
felly  prosecuted  to  a  speedy  termination." 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  State  in  its  character  of  sorereign,  is  now 
seeking  to  recover  to  its  ovm  use^  portions  of  these  manorial  lands^ 
and  to  divist  the  tmanta  and  landlords  of  the  estates  and  interests 
which  the]r  claim  to  have  in  them^  and  which  are  derived  under 
grants  made  by  the  crowa  prior  to  the  revolution.  On  what  precise 
ground  it  is  alleged  that  the  State  maiy  ^juHly  and  legally "  lay 
chuftB  to  these  lands,  does  not  appear,  and  the  State  is  now  carrying 
Oft  expensive  litigations  to  recover  larfje  tracts  of  land  in  cases  ia 
which  no  officer  or  department  of  the  government  pretends  to  have 
any  knowlege  of  the  facts  or  grounds  on  which  the  right  to  recover 
fcffts.  That  knowledge  ia  still  con&ied  to  the  breast  of  the  late  Atr 
i0mej  Qeneni,  who  has  not  left  any  record  of  his  c^ioion^  or  the 
fiiete  OB  which  it  was  founded,  that  the  State  could  justly  <md  legalfy 
lay  claim  to  these  iaads,  and  that  its  right  to  them  could  be  establish* 
ed  according  to  law.  Your  committee  think  that  they  shall  not  be  de* 
parting  from  the  subject  matter  referred  to  them,  if  under  these  cir- 
cumstances they  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  justice  of  the  State, 
thus  setting  up  a  claim  to  these  lands,  and  prosecuting  suits  for  their 
recovery.  These  suits  necessarily  concern  the  whole  people,  and  if 
wrongfufly  or  improperly  prosecuted,  injuriously  affect  the  character 
and  houor  of  the  government. 

It  must  of  course  be  assumed,  that  the  State  is  prosecuting  to  re- 
cover these  lands  for  its  own  use,  and  that  it  is  not  lending  its  name 
and  power  to  prosecute  them  for  the  benefit  or  use  of  a  particular 
dass.  If  it  is  thus  lending  its  name  and  prosecuting  these  sm\3  not 
with  the  intent  in  good  faith  to  recover  thes^  lands  on  just  and  legal 

* 

grounds  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  whole  State,  but  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  a  part  of  its  citizens,  or  for  the  purpose  of  hanassing 
by  expensive  and  vexatious  litigations,  those  against  whom  they  are 
being  prosecuted,  then  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  direct  the 
Attorney-General  at  once  to  discontinue  them. 

It  ia  a  part  of  the  Ustory  of  the  country,  that  the  lands  in  questioa 
are  held  under  grants  from  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  made  duriog 
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the  existence  of  the  colonial  goyernment,  and  that  the  lands  have 
been  quietly  and  peaceably  occupied  under  such  grants  by  the  pre- 
sent claimants  and  those  under  whom  they  have  derived  title,  ad- 
versely to  the  rights  of  the  State,  since  the  lands  were  first  settled, 
which  is  from  fifty  to  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  The 
titles  to  more  than  half  of  the  agricultural  lands  in  the  State  are  now 
held  in  fee  by  the  present  occupants,  under  similar  grants.  If  those 
who  originally  obtained  grants  for  these  lands  were  guilty  of  fraud 
in  obtaining  the  grants,  or  have  failed  in  the  literal  fulfilment  of  the 
tenns  and  conditions  of  the  grants,  the  government  of  the  colony,  as 
well  as  the  present  government,  has  acquiesced  in  and  recognized  their 
claim  of  title,  and  suffered  them  peaceably  to  occupy  the  lands,  with- 
out setting  up  any  claim  to  them  on  the  grounds  no^  assumed,  until 
Mr.  Attorney-General  Jordan  commenced  the  suits  in  question,  under 
the  resolution  of  the  10th  of  April,  1848.  Under  this  state  of  facts, 
the  State  cannot,  without  violating  its  own  statutes,  as  well  as  long 
established  principles  of  justice  and  law,  lay  claim  to  these  lands  on 
the  ground  of  fraud  in  obtaining  the  original  grants,  even  assuming 
that  such  fraud  can  be  proved  after  all  the  parties  to  the  transaction 
have  ceased  to  live  ;  or  on  the  ground  of  non-performance  of  condi- 
tions contained  in  the  original  grants. 

The  Legislature  have  declared  (2  R.  S.,  293)  that  ^'  The  people  of 
this  State  will  not  sue  or  implead  any  person  for  or  in  respect  to  any 
lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  or  for  the  issues  or  profits  thereof 
by  reason  of  any  right  or  title  of  the  said  people  to  the  same,  unless 

(1.)  Such  right  or  title  shall  have  accrued  within  twenty  years 
before  any  suit  or  other  proceeding  shall  be  commenced  ;  or  unless, 

(2.)  The  said  people,  or  those  from  whom  they  claim,  shall  have 
received  the  rents  and  profits  of  such  real  estate,  or  of  some  part 
thereof,  within  the  said  space  of  twenty  years.* 

The  State  is  equitably  and  legally  as  much  barred  by  this  statute 
as  is  a  private  citizen,  and  our  courts  of  justice  have  at  all  times  sus* 
tained  statutes  of  this  character,  and  regarded  them  as  eminently 
beneficial.  A  distinguished  and  learned  judge  in  our  own  State  has 
well  saiil,  (26  Wend.  609,)  that  ^^  statutes  limiting  real  actions  gene- 
rally operate  in  favor  of  men  who  cultivate  the  soil,  or  inhabit  the 

P  Bjr  th«  Cod«  of  1849,  tht  tim«  wm  altered  to  fortjr  years. 
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dwelling  houses  of  the  country,  and  cannot  discrimbate  between 
the  rich  and  poor,  the  powerful  and  the  weak,  the  wne  and  the  igno* 
rant.  Looking  to  this  tendency  to  encourage  men  not  only  in  the 
pursuit  of  agriculture,  but  every  great  interest  of  the  nation,  an  ar* 
gument  of  policy  arises  for  their  equal  and  steady  application,  even 
more  strong  than  statutes  passed  to  limit  personal  actions.  All  how- 
ever were  framed  on*  the  most  salutary  principles  of  general  policy. 
They  have  with  great  propriety  been  termed  statutes  of  repose.  They 
fix  a  term  broadly  marked  and  easily  proved,  at  which  litigation  is 
arrested;  beyond  which  every  man  is  enabled  to  pronounce  that  his 
possessions  are  no  longer  open  to  disturbance.  The  great  object  no 
doubt  was  to  interpose  the  presumption  arising  from  delay,  against 
the  loss  of  evidence  and  the  fictions  of  perjury;  but  on  this  view 
alone  neither  open  wrong  nor  established  fraud  could  be  admitted  as 
an  exception,  without  striking  at  the  principle  itself;  neither  could 
be  received  without  proof,  and  that  would  bring  back  the  very  danger 
which  the  statutes  were  intended  to  obviate.'' 

Again  he  says,  "  in  the  very  case  before  us  the  protection  of  the 
statute  is  sought  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  defendants,  on  the  ground 
that  they  committed  a  fraud,  some  four  full  generations  before  the 
bill  was  filed.  We  are  asked  to  throw  both  parties  back  upon  the 
litigation  of  a  documental  title,  which  looks  for  its  origin  to  the 
Dutch  P} nasty  before  1663,  and  which  claims  to  have  reached  the 
defendants  mainly,  in  a  course  of  descent  from  that  time.  This  it  is 
conceded  must  be  done,  if  at  all,  not  merely  through  evidence  ob- 
scured by  the  ordinary  mists  of  tradition  in  a  settled  government, 
and  under  a  well  regulated  system  of  conveyancing  ;  but  evidence 
which  comes  to  us  through  the  mutations  of  empires,  the  fury  of  revo^ 
lutions,  repeated  changes  in  the  law  of  descents,  in  the  law  of  com- 
mon assurances;  and  great  defects  at  all  times  in  the  method  of  per- 
petuating the  evidence  of  their  existence.'' 

The  statute  of  limitations  has  ever  been  regarded  as  founded  upon 
the  wisest  policy,  and  as  standing  on  the  general  principle  of  public 
utility. 

If  these  views  of  the  general  policy  and  expediency  of  maintain- 
ing statutes  limiting  the  time  for  commencing  actions  for  the  recovery' 
of  real  estate  are  correct,  it  is  apparent  that  the  State  by  prosecuting 
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actions  for  the  recovery  of  these  manorial  lands  is  setting  up  claims 
which  cannot  be  sustained  on  well  settled  principles  of  law,  and 
which  are  not  sanctioned  by  any  principle  of  right  or  equity,  and  that 
it  is  consequently  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  some  mode 
bgr  which  tiieir  further  prosecution  may  be  stayed.  If  the  State  bad 
g^KMl  title  to  the  lands  in  question,  it  was  bound  like  an  individual  to 
have  sued  for  them  before  the  expiration  of  twenty  years  from  the 
time  they  were  taken  possession  of,  under  a  claim  of  title  adverse  to 
the  State*  The  present  occupants  have  been  sufifered  to  cultivate  and 
improve  these  lands,  without  any  claim  being  before  made  by  th9 
State  to  them,  and  it  would  nowbe  grossly  unjust  to  turn  c^  the 
present  occupants  and  appropriate  their  lands  and  improvements  to 
its  own  use,  and  it  would  be  equally  unjust  for  the  State  to  take  from 
the  landlords  the  estates  which  they  have  been  suffered  to  hold  in  the 
same  lands  for  the  fame  time,  even  if  the  State  had  the  legal  right  to 
do  so. 

These  considerations  bring  your  committee  to  an  examination  of 
the  particular  provisions  of  the  bill  referred  to  them,  and  to  a  state- 
ment of  the  objects  which  it  seeks  to  accomplish.     The  intention  and 
object  of  the  bill  is  to  provide  a  plan  for  a  frir,  just  and  equitable 
settlement  and  adjustment  of  the  disastrous  controversies  which  hi^ve 
so  long  existed  between  the  landlords  and  tenants,  by  removing  the 
only  impediments  alleged  to  be  in  the  way  of  changing  the  tenures  in 
question  into  absolute  and  unconditional  estates  in  fee  simple.    It  is  as- 
serted that  the  landlords  are  now  willing  to  sell  and  the  tenants  to  pur- 
chase and  extinguish  the  rents,  by  the  payment  of  a  gross  sum,  on  terms 
that  would  generally  be  satisfactory  to  both  parties,  but  that  such 
purchase  and  extinguishment  cannot  be  made  by  the  tenants,  for  the 
reason  that  the  State  has  made  a  claim  to  these  lands  and  is  prosecu- 
ting suits  for  their  recovery.     This  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  purchase 
from  the  landlords  by  their  tenants,  thLs  bill  if  passed  into  a  law  will 
wholly  remove  in  case  its  terms  and  conditions  are  accepted  by  the 
landlords,  and  your  committee  entertain  the  hope  and  belief  that  if 
the  impediments  in  the  way  of  a  purchase  of  the  rents  shall  be  remor- 
ed  by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  that  the  lease-hold  tenures  which  har« 
become  so  odious  to  the  tenants  and  productive  of  evil  consequences 
to  the  whole  community,  will  be  gradually  extinguished  by  the  volun- 
tary agreement  of  the  parties,  who  must  by  this  time  have  become 
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ntisfied  that  the  interesti  and  welfare  of  all  will  be  thereby  greatly 
promoted. 

The  first  and  second  sections  of  the  bill  propose  to  confirm  on  the 
part  of  the  State,  to  the  landlords  and  occupants  of  these  lands,  the 
estates  and  interests  which  they  respectiyelj  claim  to  have  in  them, 
under  leases  in  perpetuity  ;  in  all  cases  where  the  lands  have  been 
held  under  such  leases  for  more  than  twenty  years,  adyersely  to  the 
claim  of  the  State ;  on  conditi<m  that  the  landlords  will  consent  to 
sell  their  right  to  the  rents  reserred  and  all  the  covenants,  conditions, 
and  reservations,  contained  in  the  leases  at  a  gross  sum  which  iU  seth 
enptr  cent  interest  will  yield  an  annual  income  equal  to  the  rent  re- 
tervei. 

The  first  section  also  declares  that  ^'  this  act  shall  in  all  courts  and 
places  be  held  and  construed  to  be  ajutt  and  complete  confirmation  on 
the  part  of  the  people  of  this  State  of  the  respective  titles,  estates 
and  mterests"  which  the  said  landlords  and  tenants  respectively  claim 
to  have  in  the  lands  in  question. 

It  is  also  provided  that  where  the  rent  r^^serred  is  payable  in  wheat, 
that  the  same  shall  be  estimated  at  one  dollar  per  bushel,  or  where 
the  rent  reserved  is  payable  in  articles  other  than  wheat  or  in  servi- 
ces,  that  the  same  shall  be  estimated  at  the  market  value  thereof,  and 
in  case  the  parties  cannot  agree  as  to  such  market  value,  that  the  same 
shall  be  determined  by  two  persons ;  one  to  be  chosen  by  each  party, 
and  in  case  they  caimot  agree  then  by  an  umpire  to  be  selected  by 
the  two  first  chosen  as  aforesaid.  ^ 

The  payment  of  a  sum  which  at  seven  per  cent  interest  will  yield 
an  income  equal  to  the  annual  rent  reserved  in  the  lease,  is  to  be  ta- 
ken and  received  by  the  landlord  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  rents^  cove- 
nantsy  reservationsy  quarter  salesy  or  fines  on  alienation^  and  by  the 
third  section  it  is  provided  that  when  any  landlord  against  whom  or 
whose  tenant  or  grantee  any  suit  shall  have  been  commenced  in  the 
name  of  the  people  by  the  Attorney  General,  under  the  resolution  of 
the  10th  of  April,  1848,  shall  serve  on  the  Attorney  General  a  notice 
in  writing  that  he  accepts  and  will  comply  with  the  conditions  and 
provisions  of  this  act ;  that  then  the  Attorney  General  shall  diseon- 
tinae  the  suits  so  commenced  against  him. 
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If  the  view  whicli  jonr  committee  haye  taken  of  the  duty  and  ob 
ligation  of  the  goyemment,  in  respect  to  the  suits  the  State  is  now 
prosecuting  for  the  recoyery  of  the  manorial  lands  is  correct;  it  is 
then  peculiarly  just  and  right  that  the  Legislature  should  put  an  end 
to  the  suits,  and  all  doubt  or  question  as  to  the  title  of  the  lands,  by 
confirming  such  title  to  the  landlords  and  tenants  according  to  their 
respectiye  estates  which  each  claim  to  haye  therein ;  and  the  Legis* 
latnre,  in  yiew  of  the  great  benefits  which  will  flow  from  a  settlement 
of  the  whole  subject  matter  in  controyersy,  may  properly  make  such 
confirmation  on  such  conditions  as  will  tend  to  put  an  end  to  these 
leasehold  tenures,  and  conyert  the  same  into  unconditicmal  absolute 
estates  in  fee  ample. 

The  terms  which  the  bill  imposes  as  a  condition  to  such  confirma- 
tion, are  belieyed  *to  be  extremely  liberal  towards  the  tenants,  and 
such  as  many  of  them  will  now  gladly  accept,  and  such  also  as  will 
be  assented  to  by  the  landkrds  for  the  sake  of  ending  the  pending 
litigations  and  controyersies.  Indeed  Hie  terms  of  purchase  proposed 
by  the  bill,  are  belieyed  to  be  more  fayorable  to  the  tenants  than  haye 
been  hitherto  offered,  and  they  haye  been  made  thus  liberal,  with  a 
desire  of  inducing  the  tepnts  the  more  willingly  to  accept  them. 

When  it  is  conndered  that  there  is  and  cannot  be  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  which  foriiids  the  passage  of  any  law. 
impairing  the  obligation  of  eontracts,  any  other  mode  of  changing 
these  leasehold  tenures  or  contracts  than  by  yphintary  purchase  and 
sale,  and  that  the  bill  under  consideration,  by  remoying  the  chief 
obstacle  in  the  way,  will  probably  facilitate  such  purchase  and  sale^ 
and  thereby  put  an  end  to  the  tenures  which  haye  been  the  occaaon 
of  such  frequent  complaints,  on  the  part  of  the  tenants,  and  produc- 
tiye  of  greatly  injurious  consequences  to  the  whole  community,  your 
committee  caimot  doubt  that  it  will  receiye  the  cordial  approyal  of 
the  Legislature  and  of  th^  people,  and  they  accordingly  earnestly  re- 
commend its  passage. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHAS.  A.  MANN, 
GEO.  R.  BABCOCK. 


tlSiU  introdttced  on  notice  by  i/Lr.  MANNy  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Coinmittee> 
and  reported  by  a  majority  of  that  committee  to  tlie  Senate.] 

AN  ACT 

To  settle  the  controversies  existing  between  the  State 
of  New.York  and  certain  occupants  and  claimants 
of  land,  and  to  confirm  the  titles  to  said  lands. 

1^  Whereasj  Tarioos  tracts,  manors  or  parcels  of  land  in  the  counties 
of  Albany,  Schenectady,  Rensselaer,  Columbia,  Ulster,  Sullivan,  De- 
laware ttnd  Schoharie,  are  held  and  occupied  under  grants  in  perpet- 
uity, reserving  rents,  commonly  called  leases  in  fee  :  And  whereas 
many  of  the  occupants  of  the  lands  so  held  under  said  grants  or  leases, 
claim  that  the  titles  of  their  landlords  or  grantors  respectively  are 
fraudulent  and  void,  as  against  the  State,  or  have  become  forfeited  by 
escheat  or  otherwise,  and  that  therefore  they  cannot  safely  purchase 
the  right  claimed  by  said  landlords  or  grantors  m  the  said  lands,  or 
in  the  rents  aforesaid  :  And  whereas  many  of  said  occupants  have 
expressed  a  desire  to  change  the  tenure  of  the  lands  held  by  them 
upon  just  and  equitable  principles,  so  that  they  may  ;io  longer  be 
chargeable  with  a  perpetual  rent,  but  may  own  and  enjoy  the  said 
lands  in  fee  simple  absolute :  And  whereas  much  controversy  has 
arisen  between  the  said  occupants  and  landlords,  or  grantors,  and 
several  suits  have  been  commenced  in  behalf  of  the  State  by  the  at^ 
tomey-general,  pursuant  to  a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  houses  of  the 
Legislature,  passed  on  the  10th  of  April,  1848,  to  recover  possession 
of  some  of  the  said  lands  :  And  whereas  the  public  good  will  be 
greatly  promoted  by  an  amicable  and  fair  adjustment  of  the  said  con- 
troversies, and  of  the  suits  so  commenced  in  behalf  of  the  State  : 
And  whereas  the  said  lands  have  been  held  and  occupied  ever  smce 
the  earliest  settlement  thereof  by  persons  claiming  adversely  to  the 
alleged  right  of  the  State  :  And  whereas  it  is  deemed  unjust,  alike 
towards  the  said  occupants  and  landlords,  for  the  State  to  seize  upon 
and  appropriate  the  said  lands  to  its  own  use,  after  so  long  an  acquis 
escence  in  an  adverse  claim  :    And  whereas  it  has  always  been  the 
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policy  of  the  State  to  discourage  rather  than  to  promote  the  advance* 
ment  of  stale  claims  to  real  property «  and  to  prevent  the  disturbance 
of  long  established  possessions,  various  statutes  having  been  passed  for 
the  enforcement  of  this  policy  as  against  the  State,  and  among  its 
citizens  :  And  whereas  an  observance  of  this  policy  on  the  part  of 
the  State  is  due  alike  to  its  own  honor,  the  tranquility  and  prosperity 
of  its  citizens,  and  the  security  and  permanent  enjoyment  of  their 
property.     Therefore : 

7%e  People  of  the  State  of  J^Tew-Yorky  represented  in  Senate  and 
Assembly  y  do  enact  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  respective  titles,  estates  and  interests  now  held  and 
claimed  by  the  landlords  or  grantors,  and  by  their  tenants  or  gran- 
tees in  any  lands  situated  in  the  counties  of  Albany,  Schenectady, 
Rensselaer,  Columbia,  Ulster,  Sullivan,  Delaware  and  Schoharie, 
which  lands  shall  have  been  actually  possessed  for  more  than  twenty 
years  last  past,  under  any  private  grant  or  lease  in  perpetuity  reserv- 
ing rents,  are  hereby  confirmed  to  the  said  landlords  or,  grantprs,  and 
their  tenants  or  grantees,  according  to. their  respective  titles,  estates 
and  interests  therein.  And  this  act  shall  in  all  courts  and  places,  be 
held  and  construed  to  be  a  full  and  complete  confirmation,  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  this  State,  of  the  respective  titles,  estates  and 
interests  which  the  said  grants  or  leases  purport  to  convey  or  reserve. 

^  2.  The  confirmation  declared  in  the  preceding  section  of  this  act, 
is  not  to  take  effect  except  on  the  express  condition  that  such  land- 
lord or  grantor,  on  being  paid  the  rent  in  arrear  reserved  in  the  grant 
or  lease  under  which  the  land  is  occupied,  and  on  being  paid  or  satis-* 
factorily  secured  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  which  at  the  rate  of 
seven  per  cent  interest,  will  yield  an  annual  income  equal  to  the  r»t 
reserved  ui  such  grant  or  lease,  shall  by  a  proper  inurnment  in  wri* 
ting  release  all  the  covenants,  conditicxis  and  reservations  contained  ia 
said  grant  or  lease,  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  the  estate  thereby  grant* 
ed,  and  to  his,  her  or  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  or  to  such  other 
person  or  persons  as  the  said  owner  or  owners  may,  by  writing  duly 
executed  and  acknowledged  or  proved,  request  or  appoint.  And  ia 
all  cases  where  the  said  rent,  or  any  part  thereof  is,  by  the  terms  of 
such  grant  or  lease^  made  payable  in  wheat^  the  same  shall  be  estima- 
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ted  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  amount  to  be  paid  in  lieu  of 
the  lents  to  become  due,  at  one  dollar  per  bushel ;  and  where  the 
said  rents  or  any  part  thereof  are  made  payable  in  any  articles  other 
than  money  or  wheat,  or  in  services,  the  said  articles  and  services 
shall  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  be  estimated  at  the  market  value  of 
such  aiiicles  and  services  to  be  ascertained  in  case  the  parties  disa^ 
gree,  by  any  two  indifferent  persons,  one  of  whom  shall  be  chosen  by 
the  said  landlord  or  grantor,  and  the  other  by  the  party  from  whom 
the  said  rent  is  claimed,  or  by  such  umpire  as  the  said  persons  so 
chosen,  in  case  of  their  disagreement,  may  select  and  appoint.  And 
all  other  claims  of  the  said  landlord  or  grantor,  of  every  description, 
in  virtue  of  said  grant  or  lease  or  of  any  reservations,  conditions  or 
covenants  therein  contained,  shall  be  deemed  satisfied  and  extinguish- 
ed by  the  payments  herein  before  provided  for. 

§  3.  Whenever  .any  landlord  or  grantor  of  lands  situated  in  one  of 
the  counties  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  against  whom 
or  whose  tenant  or  grantee  a  suit  has  been  or  shall  be  commenced  by 
the  attorney  general  in  behalf  of  the  state  under  and  in  pursuance  of 
the  concurrent  resolution  of  the  two  houses  of  the  legislature,  passed 
on  the  10th  of  April,  1848,  shall  serve  on  the  attorney  general  a  no- 
tice in  writing  that  he  accepts  and  vnll  comply  with  the  provisions 
and  conditions  of  this  act,  then  said  attorney  general  shall  discontin- 
ue the  suit  so  ccnnmenced. 

§  4.  Every  tenant  or  occupant  owning  or  claiming  lands  situated  in 
any  part  of  tlus  state  under  any  private  grant  or  lease  in  perpetuity,  or 
for  life  or  lives,  or  years,  reserving  rent,  which  lands  have  been  actu- 
ally possessed  by  him  and  those  under  whom  he  claims,  adversely  to 
the  state  for  more  than  twenty  years  last  past,  may  purchase  from  the 
owner  of  such  rent,  or  the  reversion  of  such  lands,  all  his  estate  and 
interest  therein ;  and  the  release  or  conveyance  of  such  owner  shall 
be  deemed,  in  all  courts  and  places,  a  full  and  perfect  release  and 
conveyance  to  such  purchaser  of  all  the  right  and  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  state  in  and  to  the  estate  purported  to  be  conveyed  in  and 
by  such  grant  or  lease,  and  in  and  by  such  release  and  conveyance 
aforesaid. 
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§  5.  Motbmg  ki  this  iiet  contained  hot  ahyty^kg  to  ht  done  in  pur- 
ttian^e  of  it,  shall  sffect  the  rights  of  aAy  pe^n  claiming  an  estate  or 
interest  in  the  said  lands  dr  reiits,  adversely  to  th^  said  landlords^ 
grantots  or  owners  tesp^etively,  of  theit  respective  grantees  or  les- 
sees,  or  any  one  claimbg  under  thetn  or  dther  of  thetn ;  nor  shall 
said  act  or  anything  to  he  done  in  pursuance  of  it,  afifect  esdsting  liens 
or  incumbiantes  oh  th^  said  lands  or  rents. 


\ 


StAtr  of  V[tV$gi^i^t^. 


Ill  iiiHrtii  'Ai 


No.  97. 


IN  SENATE,  MAECH  2a  1850. 


REPOIt 

Of  the  Cominissioiiers  of  the  Canal  Fand  in  reply  to  a 
resolation  of  the  Senate,  passed  Maich  14»  185tf. 

The  Coounbaioiiers  of  tiie  Ganal  Fimd^in  answer  to  a  feaoliitioa  of 
the  Senate  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy^  tiz: 

<<  In  SsNAttt,  March  U,  lAiV. 

RetolveJLi  lliat  the  Commissioners  of  the  Canal  tnai  are  requested' 
to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  their  earliest  convenience,  the  general 
character  and  description,  and  the  canals  on  which  the  same  are  to 
be  made,  of  the  ^costly  improrements'  spoken  of  at  page  eievin 
of  their  annual  report,  and  on  which  they  give  it  as  dieir  opinion 
that '  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  will  be  expended 
during  the  current  fiscal  year,'  and  that  they  also  report  the  infor* 
mation  on  which  they  base  their  estimate  for  such  increase  of  expen- 
diture for  repairs,  and  also  what  in  their  opinion  or  belief  will  be  tl^ 
cost  of  oompletiDg  the  ^  costly  improvements '  commenced  on  the 
completed  amals  of  this  State  other  than  the  Erie  canal^  and  thdr 
«pini(m  whether  such  contemplated  ^oostly  improremeats'  are  ^ot- 
dinary  repairs '  withiik  the  meamng  of  section  one  article  seven  of 
the  constitution. 

By  order, 

W.  H.  BOGARIi  CUrkJ' 

[Senate,  No.  97.]  1  [u.  m} 
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Bb^e  the  honor  to 

REPORT : 

That  the  best  view  ihey  can  give  of  the  general  character  and 
description  of  the  work  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Auditor  of 
the  Canal  Department  to  this  Board,  to  which  the  inquiries  of  the 
said  resolution  are  directed,  will  be  obtained  by  examining  the  laws 
aiithorismg  such  work,  to  which  a  general  reference  is  made  in  the 
said  report. 

The  act,  chapter  348  of  1847,  directs  the  rebuilding  of  the  locks  on 
the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal  '^  of  the  same  dimensions  of  the  enlarged 
locks  on  the  Erie  canal,"  and  authorises  the  Canal  Commissioners  to 
f(  diminish  the  number  of  the  said  locks,  or  alter  their  location,  if  in 
their  judgment  the  interests  of  the  State  will  be  promoted  thereby ;" 
but  these  improvements  are  not  to  be  made  unless  the  estimates  show 
that  the  expense  will  not  exceed  that  of  the  stone  locks  as  prescribed 
by  the  act  of  May  25, 1836,  and  their  cost  is  directed  to  be  charged 
to  the  fund  appropriated  to  ordinary  repairs.     The  act,  chapter  213 
of  1849,  provides  that "  in  rebuilding  the  locks  on  the  Cayuga  and 
Seneca  canal,  the  Canal  Commissioners  are  authorised,  if  they  shall 
deem,  the  interest  of  the  State  to  require  it,  to  separate  this  canal 
from  Seneca  river  and  construct  an  independent  channel  for  the  same 
from  the  head  of  lock  number  nine  below  Seneca  Falls  to  the  Mon- 
tezuma level,  crossing  Seiieca  river  by  an  aqueduct,  thereby  dispens- 
ing with  therebuildmg  of  three  locks,  and  that  the  expenses  incurred 
under  the  said  act  shall  be  paid  as  directed  by  chapter  three  hundred 
and  forty-eight  Laws  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  sevtn. 
From  the  annual  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  it  appears  tkat 
they  have  adopted  the  changes  authorised  by  this  act,  but  we  deem  it 
unnecessary  to  report  to  the  Senate  the  statements  contained  in  put- 
lie  documents  now  on  the  tables  of  its  members.    Chapter   218   of 
&e  Laws  of  1848,  contains  the  provisions  referred  to  by  the  Atiditor 
m  relation  to  the  Chemung  eanal.    This  authorises  the  Canal  Com^- 
misaoners  "to  continue  the  Chemung  canal  {torn  its  intersectioi 
with  Catharine  creek  by  an  independent  channel  northerly  to  tb 
Soieca  lake,"  and  also  "  to  change  the  course  of  Watkins  creek  tcJi 
tiie  lake,  so  as  to  protect  the  canal  from  injury  by  said  creek."     The^ 
set  directs  the  expeises  "  to  be  charged  to  said  canal  as  ordinary  re- 
pair*.*' 
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The  act  in  relation  to  the  Oswego  canal,  passed  May  13,  1647, 
provides  that,  '<  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  rebuild  any  of  the  locks 
on  the  Oswego  canal,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Canal  commismon* 
ers  to  have  such  locks  constructed  of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  en- 
laired  locks  of  the  Erie  canal,"  and  appropriated  $100,000  from  the 
fund  on  hand  before  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  to  defray  file 
increased  costs  of  the  locks  beyond  the  cost  of  reconstruction  on  the 
old  plan  ;  and  the  act  in  relation  to  the  Oswego  canal,  passed  April 
5,  1849,  reiterates  the  said  provision,  and  authorises  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners '^  to  change  the  location  of  any  of  the  said  locks  and  to 
diminish  their  number,  and  to  do  the  necessary  section  work  to  bring 
them  into  use,"  section  three  of  the  last  mentioned  act  further  pro* 
vides  that  "  whatever  the  expense  of  such  enlarged  locks  shall  ex- 
ceed the  estimated  cost  of  locks  of  the  present  dimensions,  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  money  "  provided  by  the  said  act ;  and  that  therendue 
of  such  cost,  with  the  cost  of  such  other  work  as  may  be  construct- 
ed under  the  said  act,  ^^  shall  be  charged  to  ordinary  repairs."    These 
recitals  of  legal  provisions  show  the  genera]  character  and  description 
of  the  work  referred  to,  and  the  canals  on  which  it  is  progressing; 
though  the  Senate  will  see,  by  recurring  to  the  passage  of  the  Audi- 
tor's report  under  enquiry,  that  the  opinion  there  expressed  that  not 
less  than  $100,000  will  be  expended  under  the  provisions  of  these 
laws  during  the  current  fiscal  year,  applies  to  the  whole  of  the  work 
authorised  by  the  laws  referred  to,  the  most  of  which  is  there  set  forth 
as  being  for  ^^  reconstructing  works  on  improved  plans  and  charging 
the  entire  cost  of  reconstruction  on  the  scale  of  existing  works  to 
ordinary  repairs,"  and  is  not  limited  to  what  is  included  under  the 
name  oi  other  ^'  costly  improvements."    The  information  on  which 
the  Auditor's  estimate  for  such  increase  of  expenditures  for  repairs  is 
based^  is  derived  from  the  contracts  on  file  in  the  Canal  Departme^it, 
and  from  the  Canal  Commisdoners.    The  undersigned  beg  leave  la- 
i^>ectively  to  refer  the  Senate  to  the  report  of  the  Canal  Coamusaoiir 
ers,  made  to  your  hondtablebody  on  the  5th  inst,  Senate  Doa  No.  83, 
for  the  particulars  of  such  information,  and  also  for  an  answer  to  the 
inquiry,  what  in  the  opinion  or  belief  of  the  undersigned  ^<  will  be  the 
cost  of  completing^e  costly  improvements  commenced  on  the  com- 
pleted cabals  of  this  iState  other-  than  the  Erie  canal,"  as  the  under- 
signed have  n^  other  information  to  guide  them  to  an  opinion  on  the 
subject  except  what  is  embraced  in  the  said  report 
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^e  inq^  wfa^Bther  tfe^  wpinaTfVf&^  node  ^qmidert^QP  ait  or* 
4^11^  rqpaic#  wktua  tb^  ija/eaobg  of  ;M$ctioiB  on/e,  article  seven  of  the 
pgpdAtutiAO)  inyfJTi^^  a  qnevitioii  c^  pon^f^o^oo  which  l^as  already 
.|(;qiiired  a  Tery  great  importiince  apjd  m^j  probably  become  still  more 
;if^PHa«  The  qonstitiutioA  jbavii^  failed  to  p^reride  for  ajiy  expendi- 
twr^  iriW^  the  xevenmE^  of  the  caoal^  opco  aay  of  the  comjpleted  ea- 
oaljl}  ejucpept  for  '^  coUectipn,  superiotendence  and  ordinary  repairs/' 
it  beqomes  necessary  in  £ettli^g  the  various  questions  contini^dly 
SLfisiii^;  cm^nected  with  the  rq>airis  and  improyements  of  the  canak, 
th^t  spm^  de^re^  of  certfiinty  should  be  established  in  defining  what 
l^ay  ajqd  what  cannot  be  ududed  ,iir  the  .de^nition  or  description  of 
'^  ordinary  r^pai^."  The  t^rip  ordinaiy  repairs  has  loi^  been  in  ve 
^  t)^  le^al&ti(|D  of  tb^  State  ip  relation  to  the  canals.  Jt  is  used  in 
)^$ping  the  duties  of  the  Canal  Cojnniiasionjers ;  and  in  prescrjibing 
tb$^  powers  and  dutiea  of  the  Canal  Board  a  4i8tinction  ia  qiade  be- 
tF^  ordinary  and  ^raoridinary  repairs,  and  the  tatter  are  made  to 
fSffike  t)ie  eanqtion  of  the  board|  and  aometifnes  of  the  Legislature, 
.bfiipre  they  can  be  undertaken,  while  each  acting  Conwissioner  is 
f  yt))p49cd  to  inake  the  former  as  a  part  of  his  ordinary  duty .  After  the 
pasfage  of  the  stop  law  \t^  1842,  under  the  pressvire  of  the  public 
•HPX^eJ^  to  escape  jQrov^  the  oppreaal^c  reatmtione  of  that  act,  the 
{je^slature  in  eveiy  year  till  the  present  constitution  w^s  adopted 
passed  ficts  authorising  the  construction  of  pew  work;,  and  directed 
l^e  e;rpense  to  be  paid  under  the  name  of  ordinary  repairs.  The 
history  of  previous  legislation^  applying  to  such  interpretation  at  dif- 
ferent periods  to  the  wprds  ordinary  repairs^  was  before  the  conven- 
tion Y^ch  franiied^  and  t}ie  people  whx>  ^dopte/dl  the  constitution  with 
the  restriction  refe;rred  to. 

Vhe  Ltg^dature  of  1S4T,  iMviag  In  «Mh  lK>nae  sevtral  Membeniof 
Ike  «oM|it«tiottil  eowreiitim,  to  wkem  ^at  4eli»eBee  is  justly  imt 
ta  fuesliem  of  tmmkmAm^  passed  several  aets  tfreetkig  neir  work 
to%e  dMu^A«9  erdteany  vcpB^a^  amoiig  wUdi  are  tfie  laws  in  rdb- 
lloB  to  Dke  l?ay«ga  sod 'Seneca,  and  Oswego  eanalsi  above  nentkiieil. 

IPi  t)^e  mpid  growth  of  tl^  State  in  pqpi^ai  a^d  w^tk|  new 
iml  B^mwg  demanflfi  ba^ve  ecsr^stantly  aiiw&  wd  mj  be  h^reajEter 
i^^pp^d  for  ^siMcb  impooTementa  of  thepoUic  woi^  uw!^  bettivr 
^ii$g^  tb»n  to  tb«.^T(^ufQ^f>f  hnprwWiisri  w|l  uwtl  tM^  Legi^- 
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lature  to  the  mott  liberal  construction  of  their  powers  under  the  con- 
stitution to  provide  for  such  improvements. 

While  submitting  the  construction  of  the  constitution  in  the  par* 
ticular  referred  to,  to  legislative  discretion,  so  far  as  the  power  and 
action  of  the  Legislature  are  concerned,  the  undersigned,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  duties  as  members  of  the  Canal  Board,  have  uniform- 
ly held  that  they  could  authorise  no  work  on  or  connected  with  the 
canals  under  the  name  of  ordinary  repairs  beyond  what  the  Canal 
Commissioners  are  severally  authorised  to  do,  to  maintain  the  perma- 
nency and  use  of  the  canals  without  material  change. 

The  undersigned  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  no  portion  of  the  ca- 
nal revenues  can  be  applied  consistently  with  the  provisions  of  the 
seventh  article  of  the  constitution,  to  the  enlargement  of  any  of  the 
finished  canals  until  after  the  Erie  canal  enlargement  and  the  Gene- 
see Valley  and  Black  river  canals  shall  have  been  completed. 
Where  a  necessity  exists  for  the  reconstruction  of  locks  or  other 
structures  on  the  laternl  canals,  the  expenditure  must  be  provided  for 
from  that  portion  of  the  revenues  applicable  to  ordinary  repairs ;  but 
any  additional  outlay  that  may  be  required  for  the  enlargement  of 
these  works,  must  obviously  be  supplied  from  other  sources  than  the 
canal  revenues.  This  principle  was  observed  in  the  appropriation  of 
$100,000  by  the  Laws  of  1847  and  1849,  from  the  means  belonging 
to  the  Canal  Fund  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  in  1846, 
for  the  extra  cost  of  rebuilding  the  locks  on  the  Oswego  canal  on 
the  enlarged  plan.  In  carrying  these  and  similar  laws  into  e£fect,  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Canal  Fund  will  deem  it  their  duty  to  require 
accurate  estimates  and  accounts  distinguishing  the  additional  cost  oc» 
casioned  by  the  enlarged  dimensions  of  the  works  from  that  portion 
of  the  expenditure  which  is  properly  chargeable  to  ^<  ordinary  re- 


pairs.'' 


WASHINOTON  HUNT, 

OmptrUkr. 

CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 

Secretairy  cf  State. 

ALVAH  HUNT, 

TVeajtffir, 


I 

I 
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IN  SENATE,  APRIL  1,  1850. 


REPORT 

Of  the  Canal  Board  on  the  bill  to  supply  the  Black 
liver  canal  and  ^ack  riyer  with  water. 

Cahu.  DsPABXtmn, 
April  1, 1850. 

The  Canal  Board,  in  answer  to  the  following  resolution, 

^  Iir  SwAn,  Mkrck  21, 1860. 
^  Resolved^  That  the  bill  to  supply  the  Black  Riyer  canal,  and  the 
Black  river  with  water,  by  dammipg  the  lakes  fit  the  head  of  Black, 
Moose,  and  Bearer  river,  be  referred  to  the  Canal  Board  to  report 
their  opinion  as  to  the  iiecessity  and  practicability  of  the  objects  con- 
templated in  said  bill^and  the  probable  cost  thereof. 
•  "By  order, 

(Signed,)  W.  H.  BOGART,  Gerk. 

Rbpoat; 

That  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  abo^  e  resolution,  the  Canal 
Soerd  sent  directions  to  the  resident  engineer  m  charge  of  the  Black 
River  canal,  to  send  to  v^s  the  surreys  and  estimates  for  the  work 
already  done  at  the  outlet  of  WoodhuU  and  Wolf  lakes,  and  th^  pro- 
bable cost  of  the  works  contemplated  in  the  resolution  of,  the  Senate, 
but  up  to  this  mon^g  no  answer  has  been  received  from  him. 

[Seaate,  No.  98.]  1  [u.  n.] 


2  [SSHAT  K 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  for  1850,  Assem- 
bly Doc.  No.  45,  at  page  39,  the  Commissioners  say,  ^^  the  only  diffi- 
culty arising,  is  the  fact  that  the  quantity  of  water  in  the  river  is  not 
equal  to  the  capacity  of  the  feeder.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  re- 
sort must  be  made  to  reservoirs  from  the  numerous  small  lakes  lying 
from  10  to  20  miles  east  of  the  head  of  Black  river  feeder;  not  only 
to  obtain  the  required  quantity  of  i^^ter  for  the  feeder,  but  to  restore 
to  the  Black  river  the  amount  taken  away,  and  thus  prevent  exten- 
sive claims  for  damages  to  water  power  on  the  river  below.  A  sur- 
vey has  been  made  of  two  of  those  lakes,  (the  Woodhull  and  Wolf,) 
which  cover  an  area  of  1,163  acres;  they  receive  the  drainage  of 
about  5,000  acres." 

<^  A  temporary  dam  of  6  feet  high  has  been  built  across  the  outlet 
of  Woodhull  lake,  costing  $383.54.  This  dam  was  closed  on  the 
9th  of  November,  since  which  time  the  water  has  raised  as  follows : 


NoTember  13th,. 

4  days, 

0.30  feet. 

«        23d, 

10    « 

0.55    " 

December  19th, 

40    « 

1.45    « 

<^  There  have  been  no  heavy  rains  in  the  time,  and  perhaps  it  may 
be  considered  as  about  a  fair  average  for  the  year.  This  would  afford 
670  millions  cubic  feet,  provided  the  evaporation  was  in  an  equal 
proportion." 

^<  But  assimiing  that  the  evaporation  is  12 j^  per  cent  greater  for  the 
year,  than  in  the  month  of  November,  according  to  observations 
made  by  Mr.  James  Coffin,  principal  of  the  Ogdensburgh  Academy 
in  1838,  and  see  Assembly  Doc.  No.  96,  page  48,  of  1840,  aftQH 
making  12j^  per  cent  deduction  for  evaporation  it  will  leave  687  mil- 
lions cubic  feet  as  the  supply.  This  will  afiord  9,000  cubic  feet  per 
minute  for  45  days,  and  16,000  cubic  feet  for  36  days." 

<<  Other  lakes  have  been  examined,  but  not  surveyed,  which  appear 
to  afford  equal  facilities  with  the  two  above  described,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  that  all  the  water  can  be  obtained  from  this  source 
which  may  be  required." 

From  the  information  now  in  possession  of  the  board,  they  are  of 
the  opinion  that  further  expenditure  will  be  necessary  to  return  to  the 
Black  river  an  equal  quantity  of  water  which  mil  be  diverted  from 
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it  to  the  Erie  canal,  and  that  this  expenditure  will  be  far  below  the 
cost  of  reservoirs  on  the  other  canals  of  this  State. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 

Secretary  of  Slate. 

WASHINGTON  HUNT, 

QmptroUir. 
ALVAH  HUNT, 

2Veafttrer. 
CHARLES  COOK,  • 
FREDERICK  FOLLETT, 

Canal  Comers. 


Skt^tt  at  TXti^^^orU^ 
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IN  SEMTE,  MAECH  30, 1850. 


f  •  • 


REPORT 

Of  Standing  Committee  on  Medical  Societies  and  Col^ 

leges. 

The  standing  committee  on  medical  societies  and  colleges,  to 
which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  J.  B.  Rich,  and  others, 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  ascertained  that,  about  five  years  since,  Dr.  John 
B.  Rich,  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  established  an  institution  for  physical  education,  and  had  it 
fitted  np  at  great  cost,  with  every  apparatus  and  convenience  neces- 
sary to  teach  the  system  of  physical  training  which  he  had  adopted. 

Dr.  Rich  has  sustained  his  institution  in  the  face  of  the  usual 
obstacles  which  present  themselves  to  every  novel  enterprise,  be  it 
ever  so  useful,  and  this  perseverance  on  his  part  was  to  him  during 
the  first  three  years  of  the  existence  of  his  institution,  a  source  of 
.great  pecuniary  cost  and  loss. 

Through  the  instrumentality  of  Dr.  Rich's  institution,  mainly,  the 
incalculable  importance  of  the  education  of  the  body  has  become  to 
be  more  duly  appreciated  by  a  large  portion  of  the  community  in 
which  Dr.  Rich  resides. 

The  institution  now  appears  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition.  At 
this  time  the  buildings  and  accommodations  are  found  to  be  insuffi- 
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cient  for  the  wants  of  its  present  subscribers  eren,  and  it  is  consid- 
ered desirable  that  a  larger  building,  in  a  more  central  situation, 
should  be  forthwith  erected. 

Dr.  Rich  has  not  of  himself  sufficient  means  for  this  undertaking, 
and  his  present  subscribers  are  desirous  of  forming  themselves 
into  a  company,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  up  such  an  edifice  as  will 
be  at  once  an  ornament  to  the  empire  city,  and  necessary  to  extend 
the  field  of  physical  education. 

To  enable  them  to  do  so,  they  petition  your  honorable  body  to 
grant  them  an  act  of  incorporation,  as  they  cannot  be  organized 
under  any  existing  law. 

During  the  time  this  institution  has  been  in  operation  a  large 
number  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  and  their  families  have  ob- 
tained health  and  advantage  under  its  scientific  discipline. 

Ifour  committee  are  impressed  with  the  opinion  that  the  subject  of 
physical  education,  is  a  subject  of  paramount  importance,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  inhabitants  of  large  cities.  To  the  rising  generation, 
of  MHi  sexes,  the  estabiisbment  of  institotioiis  like  the  present, 
where  a  Well  ordered  pfay»cal  education,  under  ptoper  influence,  can 
be  imparted,  cannot  but  be  of  the  highest  utility. 

It  would  be,  in  your  committee,  an  act  of  supererogation,  were 
they  to  attempt  to  set  forth  in  this  report  all  that  might  be  said  in 
favor  of  physical  education,  scientifically  conducted.  The  examples 
of  the  greatest  republics  thi^  world  ever  saw,  imd  the  experience  of 
all  ages  concur  to  make  manifest  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt,  its 
salutary  tendency  to  improve  the  corporal  powers  of  mankind,  and 
to  develope  that  form  which  its  great  Creator  evidently  intended 
should  be  the  seat  of  perfect  symmetry  and  beauty,  the  image  of 
himself. 

Philosophers  and  physiol6gists  have  obSerted,  that  the  tltiind  of 
man  becomes  more  just,  grand  and  capacious,  in  |>ropottioti  as  his 
body  advances  in  health  and  muscular  energy. 

tliere  are  felv  who  have  had  frequent  od^fSsichEi  to  ohaetv^^  thalt 
the  body  is  often  only  k  feeble  Instrument,  ted  isotnetitaies  even  a 
burden  to  him  whose  corporal  faculties  have  neter  been  su&cieatly 
developed,  and  that  the  taind  has  been  as  a  s^ceord  wetting  out  the 
scabbard. 
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How  many  parents  who  are  now  mourning  over  the  untimely  loss 
of  their  promising  offipring,  might,  all  human  probability,  have 
been  spared  their  imavailing  grief,  if  precaution  had  been  timely 
taken  to  give  them  a  more  masculine  education. 

But  your  committee  further  recognise  the  yast  importance  of  such 
an  institution,  to  the  adult  inhabitants  of  cities,  to  the  merchants 
and  professional  men  who  are  confined  in  their  counting  rooms  and 
offices  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  who  cannot  escape 
finom  the  confinement  of  their  business,  to  take  daily  walks  or  rides 
in  the  country. 

The  majority  of  Dr.  Rich's  present  subscribers  are  composed  chiefly 
of  these. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  would  reconmiend  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners  be  granted,  and  that  the  accompanying  act  be  passed, 
to  incorporate  *^  Rich's  Institute  for  Physical  Training,"  in  the  city 
of  New-York. 

C.  D.  ROBINSON, 
R.  S.  WILLIAMS, 
B.  BRANDRETH. 


A 


* 
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EEPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  roads  on  bridges,  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Yorktown,  praying  for  the  re- 
peal of  an  act  passed  March  25,  1844,  to  revive  an 
act  for  laying  out  a  certain  road  in  said  town. 

Mr.  Miller  from  the  committee  on  roads  and  bridges^to  which  Vas 
referred  the  petitions  from  inhabitants  of  Yorktown  and  others,  pray- 
ing for  the  repeal  of  the  acft  passed  Mafch  25, 1844,  entitled  an  act 
to  revive  and  amend  the  act  entitled  '^  an  act  appointing  commission-' 
ers  to  lay  out  a  road  from  Peekskill  in  the  county  of  Westchester  to 
the  store  of  James  Towner  in  the  town  of  Patterson  in  the  county  of 
Putnam,  passed  May  18,  1836,"  together,  with  the  remonstrances 
against  the  said  repeal,  bavbg  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
heard  the  agents  and  counsel  on  both  sides, 

REPORTS : 

The  law  of  1836  was  intended  to  provide  for  the  laying  out  and 
constructing  a  road  to  commence  at  the  village  of  Peekskill  on  the 
Hudson  river,  leading  (on  a  route  parallel  to  a  turnpike  which  was  al- 
ready oonstmcted  and  in  use  for  five  miles  in  the  same  general  direc- 
tion) through  a  comer  of  the  town  of  Yorktown,  and  through  the 
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town  of  Carmel  to  the  store  of  James  Towner  in  the  town  of  Pat- 
terson, the  towns  of  Carmel  and  Patterson  being  in  the  adjacent 
comity  of  Putnam.  The  commissioners  to  lay  out  this  road  were  to 
sarrey  the  route  and  record  the  same  in  the  proper  clerks'  offices, 
and  when  so  recorded  the  said  route  was  dfily  settled  and  established, 
and  their  power  over  its  location  was  exhausted.  By  some  mistake 
the  route  certified  to  and  recorded,  (which  was  well  and  properly  laid 
out  in  the  county  of  Putnam)  after  it  came  into  the  county  of  West- 
chester, vifis  made  to  run  by  the  description  recorded  in  one  instance 
into  the  centre*  of  a  pond,  and  in  another  directly  against  the  side  of 
an  impassable  hill  or  mountain,  where  in  both  instances  it  was  physi- 
cally impossible  to  make  the  road ;  and  as  a  necessary  consequence 
the  road  was  never  either  opened  or  worked  in  the  county  of  West- 
chester ;  but  it  was  duly  opened  -^nd  woiked  through  the  county  of 
Putnam. 

In  the  year  1844  the  present  law  was  passed  on  the  petition  of  22 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Yorktown  llhrough  which  or  near  which 
the  road  was  to  run.  Of  these  22  it  is  claimed  only  fourteen  were 
fiAe^bold^rs,  and  ten  of  the^  by  a  memorial  amobg-the'papertrnow 
on-^l^in  the  Senate^  represent' that  {>y  their  petition  of  1844  they 
hoped  '^  to  obtain  a  road  as  near  as  knight  be  to  the  route  which  was 
contemplated  by  the  act  of  I836j  which  was  not  designed  to  com- 
mence at  the  head  of  the  .five  mile  turnpike,  but  to  commence  at  or 
near  Peekskilly  and  run  south  of  said  turnpike."  They  further  add, 
^^  that  the  special  commissioners  appointed  by  said  act  of  1844,  hav- 
ing surveyed  and  laid  out  a  road  over  an  entirely  different  route  from 
the  one  contemplated  in  the  act  of  1836,  and  thus  disappointed  a  very 
large  majority  of  the  travellbg  community,  you  petitioners  therefore 
pray  your  honorable  body  to  repeal  said  act  of  1844." 

The  supervisor  of  the  town"  of  Yorktown,  Benjamin  D.  Miller, 
under  date  of  January  14,  IS&O,  thus  writes- to-  your  oomtnitiee: 
<^  The  owners  of  a  great  portion,  of  the  land  through  which  this  road 
is  to  run,  are  willing  to  relinquish  their  assessment  in  case  the  road 
rmy  be  discontuxued,  .and  at  least,  seven-eighths  of  the  inhabitants  of 
thft;lowii  are  Apposed  to  the  alteration  of  the  road;  and  finally  there 
is-tH>t  :iiiore.  tiuau '  onefqoarter  of  the  travel  over  this  rodd  at  present 
tbtl>ther^  was  atAhe  time  tins  act  was  passed  for  the  altevatioB  of  the 
roadi    ;Att  the  time  of  thft  passage  of  this  actthere  were  several  lines 
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of  stages  that  passed  oyer  this  road  from  the  village  of  Carmelin 
Putnam  comity  to' the  Village  of  Peekskili  in  'Vy^stchester  county ; 
biit  now  the  Kew-'Yotk  ^nd'  iBtartem  railroad  passes  this  point  in  Put- 
nam ctunty,  and  there  is  hardly  ahy  travel  oj^  this  kind ;  and  the' 
Hudson  river  railroad  takes  the  travel  from  the  other  quarter,  which 
makes  it  of  very  little  importance  as  a  public  highway.    Besides  this, 
intended  alteration  oif  the  old  road  passes  through  a  low  swampy 
piece  of  ground  which  will  make  a  very  expensive  road  for  the  town 
oT  Yorktown."    The  conclusions  in  this  letter  of  tl^  supervisor  of  ^ 
Yorktown,  your  committee  from  correlative  tertimony  befpre  them^ 
are  disposed  to  adopt* 

'  The  law  for  laying  out  of  this  road  requii^es  it  t9  be  laid  three  rods 
wide,  and  the  old  road  over  which,  for  the  most  part  it  is  l^id^  is  not 
so  wide,  and  hence  the  necessity  of  cutting  by  its  lineS|  the  fi;pnt8  of  ^ 
door  yards,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  buildings  were  cut ;  this  has 
made  the  damages  to  «wners  assessed  and  recorded  up  to  January  26, 
1860,  (as  appears  by  the  certificate  of  the  town  clerk  of  the  town  of 
Yorktown,)  amount  to  |3,361.43  in  about  two  miles  of  distance  or 
length  of  the  new  road.  Of  this  amount  the  owners  of  $1,386.75, 
it  is  claimed  have  by  written  agreement  released  their  claim,  provided 
sud  road  be  not  opened,  whiph  would  leave  Sl,976.68  unrelinquished 
It  is  further  claimed  that  this  amount  unrelinquished  has  been  reduced 
to  $1,017.24,  but  this  last  relinquishment  is  disputed.  It  is  claimed 
in  the  principles  laid  down  in  a  law  case  cited  of  the  People  vs  Su« 
pervisors  of  Westchester  county^  that  the  damages  unreleased  will 
have  to  be  paid  to  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  assessed  by  the  town  of 
Yorktown,  although  the  road  be  not  opened.  This  last  consideration, 
if  the  rule  of  law  is  such,  constitutes  the  principal  objection  to  re- 
pealing the  law. 

The  making  of  this  road,  including  damages,  is  estimated  to  cost 
from  $6,000  to  $6,600  and  the  amount  in  distance  saved  is  not  to  ex- 
ceed a  half  mile,  and  will  involve  the  necessity  where  the  route  is 
changed,  in  most  instances,  to  leave  the  old  road  open  for  the  conven- 
ience of  the  inhabitants  who  reside  upon  it,  (as  14  buildings  are  sit- 
uated upon  the  longest  piece  of  the  road  cut  off  by  the  new  route) 
If  to  these  considerations  be  added  the  fact  that  the  road  to  be  stndt- 
ened  cuts  across  a  corner  of  the  town  only,  and  ministers  little  or  no- 
thing to  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  who  must  pay  the  expense 
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of  it,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  it  may  well  be  questioned 
whether  they  shonld  be  subjected  to  this  great  expense  for  the  lo 
grnaU  convenience  of  go  few  others*  « 

The  point  of  this  road  where  it  conimences  on  the  county  line  in 
the  town  of  Yorktown,  is  about  equally  distant  from  the  railroads  at 
Harlem  and  Peekskill,  and  it  is  natural  to  expect  the  travel  to  prin- 
cipally incline  from  the  central  point  to  the  railroad  nearest,  which 
effect  would  certainly  diminish  the  relative  importance  of  having  this 
road  the  moit  direct  and  level  that  could  be  secured  by  an  expensive 
outlay. 

The  committee  have  therefore  condnded  to  introduce  the  bill  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  1844,  referred  to 
above,  and  recommend  its  passage. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Canal  Board  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 

Senate. 

Canal  Dspabtmemt,         ? 
Albany^  March  29,  1%0.  ] 

To  the  President  of  the  Senate: 

The  Canal  Board,  to  which  has  been  referred  the  followlDg  resolu- 
tion, accompanied  by  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  S.  Granger  and  others, 
and  papers  relating  thereto. 

Ik  Senate,  } 

March  19, 1850.  ] 

'*  Resolved^  That  the  bill  authorising  the  appraisal  of  canal  dama- 
ges to  Elizabeth  Granger  and  others,  and  tht  accompanying  papers, 
be  referred  to  the  Canal  fioard  for  their  opmion,  and  report  whether 
the  petitioners  have  any  legal  or  equitable  claim  to  the  relief  asked. 

By  order, 
Signed        W.  H.  BOGART,  Cterk. 
Rbspectuflly  Report: 

That  on  the  10th  day  of  October,  1826,  Erastus  Granger,  of  whom 
Elizabeth  S.  Granger  is  the  widow,  and  Warren  Granger  and  James 
N.  Granger  are  the  heirs,  presented  to  the  Canal  Appraisers  a  claim 
for  damages,  in  which  he  stated  ^^  that  be  was  the  proprietor  of  a  farm 
containing  about  seven  hundred  acres,  situate  in  the  town  of  Buffalo, 
about  a  mile  from  the  l^iagara  river,  a  part  of  which  bordered  on  the 
Scajaquaddy  creek,  and  twenty  acres  of  it  had  been  entirely  ruined 
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in  consequence  of  the  rise  of  water  in  the  creek,  caused  by  the  erec' 
tion  of  a  dam  at  the  lower  end  of  Squaw  Island. 

The  board  of  appraisers  passed  upon  this  claim,  and  adjudged 
^^  that  the  benefits  and  advantages  arising  from  the  canal  are  equal 
to  the  loss  and  damage  the  claimant  has  sustained.'' 

In  1833,  Sem^e  Soc.  Ko.  78,  and  in  1834,  Senate  Doe.  No.  27, 
fhe  Canal  Commissioners,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Eli- 
zabeth S.  Granger  and  others,  praying  relief  from  the  injury  sustain- 
ed by  damming  the  Conjockety  (or  Scajaquody)  creek  by  the  works 
of  the  Erie  canal,  reported,  ^^  that  whatever  claims  the  petitioners 
had  upon  the  State  for  the  flowing  of  their  lands  by  the  State  works 
at  Black  Rock  Harbor,  have  been  passed  upon  by  the  Canal  Apprai- 
sers, which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissoners  is  final  and  conclu- 
sive as  to  that  part  of  their  claim." 

The  petitioners  in  1833,  allege,  ^^  that  the  atmosphere  in  that  vir 
cinity  is  rendered  unhealthy  by  such  overflowing,  and  the  inhabitants 
subjected  to  fevers/'  and  ^'  pray  that  a  law  may  be  passed,  authori- 
zing the  Canal  Cemmissioners  to  make  a  dam  across  the  said  creek^ 
a  short  distance  above  its  mouth,  and  turn  the  water  through  an  arti- 
ficial channel  into  Cornelius'  creek,  vi^ich  would  reduce  the  Conjock- 
ety to  its  natural  bed,  and  remove  every  cause  of  complaint." 

On  a  reference  of  this  petition,  the  Canal  Commissioners  of  that 
year,  in  their  report,  admit  ^^  that  the  construction  of  the  dam  and 
pier  at  Black  Rock  has  caused  the  injury  complained  of  by  the  peti- 
tioners, but  that  they  did  not  know  the  extent  of  it,"  and  suggested 
that  as  inasmuch  as  the  Conjockety  and  Cornelius'  creek  were  nearly 
upon  the  same  level,  ^  making  a  dam  across  the  Conjockety  creek 
near  its  mouth,  and  turning  the  wzXer  through  an  artificial  channel 
into  Cornelius'  creek "  would  not  remedy  the  evil  complained  of, 
but  added,  ^^  perhaps  a  culvert  might  be  so  constructed  as  to  take  the 
waters  of  this  creek  under  the  canal  into  Niagara  river,  which  would 
lower  the  creek  four  or  five  feet,"  which  is  equal  to  its  rise  caused 
by  the  State  works  at  Black  Rock  harbor. 

In  1839,  the  Canal  Commissioners,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evil 
complained  of,  and  in  obedience  to  a  resolation  of  the  Senate  of  April 
16, 1839,  caused  a  survey  and  estimate  to  be  made  of  the  most  fea- 
sible plan  for  discharging  the  waters  flowing  the  lands  adjacent  to 
Scajaquoddy  creek,  and  reported  (Senate  Doc.  No.  92  of  1840)  the 
cost  of  the  proposed  improvement  as  estimated  by  the  engineer  at 
110,500. 
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The  Legislature,  in  1840,  passed  an  act  authorizing  and  directing 
the  Canal  Commissioners  ^^  to  construct  a  dam  across  the  Scajaquoddy 
creek,  in  the  town  of  Black  Rock,  and  excavate  a  channel  for  said 
credr,  aeroae  the  intervening  lands,  to  Cornelius'  creek,  and  construct 
the  necessary  and  proper  erections  to  protect  such  new  channel,  in 
sach  manner  as  to  drain  the  lands  above  said  dam,  overflowed  by 
reason  of  the  back  water  from  Black  Rock  harbor ;"  in  obedience  to 
which,  the  work  was  put  under  contract,  and  the  contractors  com- 
menced work  in  January,  1841,  and  prosecuted  it  until  November, 
1841,  when  they  ceased  work,  and  the  contract  was  declared  aban- 
doned. 

The  Commissioners  report  (Assembly  Doc.  No.  37,  of  1815)  that 
Ae  sum  of  t2,635  had  been  estimated  and  paid  to  the  contractors 
previous  to  the  time  of  abandonment,  being  about  one-fourth  part  of 
the  amount  required  to  complete  the  woDrk,  and  stating  that  it  would 
require  (8,000  to  finish  it. 

lo  1847,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  appropriating  $8,000  to 
complete  this  work,  and  the  Commissioners  advertized  for  proposals. 
On  the  day  of  letting,  it  was  found  that  none  of  the  proposals  were 
within  ihe  amount  appropriated,  the  lowest  being  over  $10,000 ;  con- 
sequently, the  wbtk  wad  nbt  awarded  to  any  of  the  bidders. 

By  act,  chap.  63,  Laws  of  1848,  the  appropriation  for  this  work 
was  increased  to  $10,500;  and  the  Canal  Commissioners  report 
(Assembly  Doc.,  1849,  No.  40)  that  '^  it  is  now  completed,  and  the 
waters  of  the  Scajaquaddy  discharged  into  Cornelius'  creek,  and 
passed,  by  a  culvert  under  the  canal,  into  Niagara  river,  below  the 
Black  Rock  dam. 

The  Commis^oners,  in  their  report  last  referred  to,  state  that 
<^  this  has  been  a  much  more  difficult  work  to  construct  than  was 
anticipated,  owing  to  the  hardness  and  extreme  tenacity  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  materials  to  be  excavated." 

To  secure  the  benefit  which  was  expected  to  be  derived  from  this 
improvement,  and  prevent  flooding  the  lands  adjacent  to  Cornelius' 
creek,  it  was  found  necessary  to  do  some  excavation  not  included  in 
the  original  estimate,  in  straightening  the  channel  of  this  creek  in 
order  to  give  a  free  flow  of  the  stream,  increased,  as  it  would  be,  by 
the  waters  of  the  Scajaquaddy. 
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These  circumstances  have  greatly  increased  the  expense  beyond 
^hat  was  originally  anticipated,  and  beyond  the  appropriations  for 
the  work. 

A  final  estimate  was  made  by  the  resident  engineer  having  charge 
of  the  work,  by  which  it  appeared  that  there  was  due  to  the  con- 
tractor $1,59]  .34  beyond  the  amount  appropriated  by  the  Legisla- 
ture I  and,  in  consequence  of  a  disagreement  of  opinion  between  the 
resident  engineer  and  the  contractor,  in  relation  to  the  character  and 
classification  of  a  part  of  the  material,  affecting  the  amount  the  con- 
tractor would  be  entitled  to  receive  und  er  the  contract,  the  matter  of 
difference  was,  in  accordance  with  the  provi^ons  of  the  contract, 
and  in  pursuance  of  chap.  278  Laws  of  1847,  submitted  to  an  arbi- 
tration, and  an  award  was  made  in  favor  of  the  contractor,  $12,593.86 
over  and  above  the  final  estimate  of  the  said  engineer.  These  two 
amounts,  making  $14,185 .  19,  were  appropriated  by  chap.  51,  Laws 
of  1849,  to  pay  the  contractor  in  full  for  constructing  the  work. 

From  this,  it  appears  that  the  expense  of  the  improvemrat  is  as 
follows :  f 


Amount  paid  previous  to  abandonment, $2,635  00 

Appropriation  of  1848, 10,500  00 

do-  1849, 14,185  19 

$27,320  19 


The  foregoing  is  a  statement  of  all  the  facts  and  information  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  matters  connected 
therewith,  in  possession  of  this  department. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN,  Secreiofy  of  SUUe. 

WASHINGTON  HUNT,  CampiroUer. 

LEVI  S.  CHATFIELD,  Miomey- General. 

ALVAH  HUNT,  TVeasurer. 

H.  C.  SEYMOUR,  SMe  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

CHARLES  COOK, 

FREDERICK  FOLLETT,  Canal  Commtssioners. 
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IN  SENATE,  APRE  2,  1850. 


COMMUNICATION 

t 

From  the  Canal  Board,  transmitting  the  report  of  D.  C, 
Jenne,  Resident  Engineer,  in  relation  to  the  supply 
of  water  for  the  Black  river  canal  and  Black  river. 

CaKAL   DfiPABTMENT.  ) 

^pril  1,  1860.       5 
To  the  Pbxsident  of  the  Senate: 

Since  the  report  of  this  Board  to  the  Senate  this  morning,  in  rela- 
tion to  reservoirs  to  supply  the  Black  nwer  canal,  and  Black  river, 
with  water,  the  report  of  D.  C.  Jenne,  Resident  Engmeer  in  charge 
of  that  canal,  on  this  subject,  has  been  received,  and  is  herewith 
transnutted  to  the  Senate. 

CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 

Secretary  of  State. 

WASHINGTON  HUNT, 

Oomptrollir. 
ALVAH  HUNT, 

Treoiurer. 
CHARLES  COOK, 
FREDERICK  FOLLETT, 

Canal  Cctn^rs. 
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REPORT 

Hm.  Canal  Board : 

The  undersigned,  in  accordaBce  with  instructions  receeived  from 
Hon.  Charles  Cook,  Canal  Commissioner,  bearing  date  the  25th  inst, 
relative  to  a  resolution  of  the  honorable  the  Senate,  passed  March 
21st,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

^<  In  Senate,  March  21^,  1860. 
^'  Resolved^  That  the  bill  to  supply  the  Black  river  canal,  and  the 
Black  river,  with  water,  by  darning  the  lakes  at  the  head  of  Black, 
Moose  and  Beaver  rivers,  be  referred  to  the  Canal  Board,  to  report 
their  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  and  practicability  of  the  object  con- 
templated in  said  bill,  and  the  probable  cost  thereof. 
By  order. 

"Signed,     W.  H.  BoGART,  Clk.'' 

Respectfully  submits  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Blaek  river  canal  diverges  from  the  Erie  canal  at  the  village 
of  Rome,  and  terminates  at  the  village  of  Carthage,  in  Jefferson  coun- 
ty, a  distance  of  about  77  J  miles.  Of  this  distance  about  35  miles  is 
to  be  an  independent  canal,  and  the  balance  of  42|  miles,  slackwater 
navigation  of  the  Black  river.  To  this  is  added  a  navigable  feeder 
10  miles  in  length,  taken  from  the  Black  river,  about  20  miles  above 
the  High  Falls,  or  the  point  where  the  canal  enters  the  riter. 

The  feeder  is  also  designed  as  a  feeder  for  the  enlarged  Erie  canal, 
and  has  been  extensively  relied  on  in  all  the  (»riginal  estimates  for  a 
supply  of  water  for  said  canal. 

1^  The  capacity  of  the  feeder  is  such  as  to  pass  16,000  cubic  feet  per 
minute ;  and  the  surplus  beyond  what  is  necessary  to  supply  the 
Black  river  canal,  will  pass  to  tbe  Erie. 

All  the  measurements  which  were  taken  m  the  early  progress  of 
this  work,  have  made  the  volume  of  water  in  the  Black  river,  at  the 
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point  where  it  is  diverted,  from  14,000  to  16,000  cubic  feet  per  min- 
ute, at  its  minimum  flow. 

The  amount  of  water  in  the  Black  river  at  the  place  above  referred 
to,  at  its  lowest  stage,  during  the  summer  of  1849,  was  only  about 
9,000  cubic  feet  per  minute ;  making  a  deficiency  of  former  esti- 
mates of  from  5,000  to  7,000  cubic  feet  per  minute. 

It  should  be  remarked  here,  however,  that  the  water  was  lower 
than  ever  before  known  by  them  who  have  been  familiar  with  the  riv- 
er for  the  last  thirty  years. 

Nearly  the  whole  volume  of  water  w^s  diverted  for  about  3  months 
in  1849  to  feed, the  Erie  canal,  which  left  the  river  nearly  dry  from 
the  head  of  the  feeder  to  the  high  falls,  and  reducing  it  from  30  to 
40  per  cent  below  the  falls.  Moose  river  enters  the  Black  river  a 
few  rods  above  the  falls,  and  Beaver  river  32^  miles  below. 

There  is  extensive  water  power  between  the  head  of  the  feeder  and 
the  high  falls,  which  was  almost  entirely  useless  during  the  time  the 
water  was  diverted  from  the  river  in  1849,  and  the  water  power  be- 
tween the  falls  and  Lake  Ontario  was  materially  injured,  rendering  a 
considerable  portion  of  it  (as  I  am  informed,)  nearly  unavailable. 

Unless  an  amount  of  water  be  restored  to  the  Black  river  equal  to 
the  quantity  thus  diverted  for  the  supply  of  the  Black  river  and  Erie 
canals,  heavy  damages  to  water  power  will  ensue,  the  amount  of 
which  will  be  almost  incalculable. 

The  plan  proposed  by  this  department  to  obtain  an  increased  sup- 
ply 6f  water  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  is  to  construct  reser- 
voirs of  the  numerous  lakes  situated  from  10  to  20  miles  east  of  the 
head  of  the  Black  river  feeder. 

The  Wood  Hull  has  its  source  from  these  lak^s,  and  is  a  prominent 
branch  of  the  Black  river^  entermg  the  same  about  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  above  the  State  dam. 

By  the  directions  of  Hon.  Nelson  J.  Beach,  late  Canal  Commis- 
sioner, surveys  of  two  of  said  lakes,  viz  :  the  Wood  Hull  and  Wolf, 
were  made  in  September  and  October  of  1849,  which  were  found  to 
contain  an  area  of  1,163  acres,  receiving  a  drainage  of  about  5,000 
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acres  of  land.     These  two  lakes  are  near  each  other,  and  on  about 
the  same  level ;  the  Wolf  lake  eibptying  into  the  Wood  Hull. 

A  temporary  dam  was  constructed  across  the  outlet  of  Wood  Hull 
lake,  which  would  raise  the  water  about  five  feet.  It  was  closed  on 
the  9th  of  November  last,  and  the  reservoir  was  filled  in  ]  10  days  ; 
there  was  nothing  more  than  an  ordinary  flow  of  water  during  the 
mean  time,  as  the  surface  of  the  ground  was  for  the  most  of  the  time 
^covered  with  snow  in  the  vicinity  of  these  lakes,  and  was  four  feet 
deep  when  the  water  commenced  running  over  the  dam. 

From  all  the  facts  in  my  possession,  I  am  of  the  opinion,  that  if 
the  dam  liad  been  raised  to  a  height  of  12  feet,  and  closed  on  the 
20th  of  September,  it  would  have  filled  by  the  10th  of  June ;  and 
that  the  surface  would  have  been  increased  about  two-fifths,  making 
1,637  acres;  and  an  average  of  1,400  acres,  by  12  feet  in  depth 
would  afford  a  reservoir  of  731,808,000  cubic  feet  capacity. 

This  would  furnish  9,000  cubic  feet  per  minute  for  56^  days,  and 
16,000  cubic  feet  per  minute  for  31 1  days. 

I  have  assumed  that  110  days  would  be  about  the  time  that  an  in- 
creased supply  of  water  would  be  necessary  to  draw'  from  the  reser- 
voir, and  that  the  ordinary  flow  into  it  during  the  110  days  would  be 
equal  to  the  loss  from  evaporation  and  filtration. 

If  this  be  a  correct  basis,  it  would  then  require  two  reservoirs  of 
dimensions  like  the  above,  to  keep  up^the  supply,  or  restore  the  9,000 
cubic  feet  per  minute,  and  about  3^  such  to  make  good  the  16,000 
cubic  feet  per  minute. 

There  is  a  continuous  chain  of  lakes  witkia  a  few  miles  of  those 
above  described,  which  are  sources  of  the  Wood  Hull  creek,  and 
which,  from  the  best  information  I  can  at  present  obtain,  can  be 
turned  into  reservoirs,  with  equal  facilities,  and  at  about  the  same 
expense. 

These  last  mentioned  lakes  have  not  been  examined  by  myself  or 
my  assistants,  and  I  can  only  report,  therefore,  from  general  informa- 
tion. I  have,  however,  no  doubt  but  that  the  above  quantity  of  wa- 
ter can  be  obtained  frcxn  these  sources. 
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The  cost  of  constructbg  a  reservoir  of  the  Wood  Hull  and  Wolf 
lakes,  according  to  the  plan  above  mentioned,  is  estimated  at  $4^200. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  probable  cost  of  all  the  reservoirs  that 
may  be  necessary  in  the  vicinity  of  these  lakes,  will  not  exceed 
$10,000. 

As  to  the  necessity  and  practicability  of  constructing  reservoirs  on 
the  head  waters  of  the  Moose  and  Beaver  rivers,  I  would  state  that 
the  sources  of  these  rivers  and  the  lake  from  which  they  flow,  have 
not  been  examined  by  myself  or  my  assistants,  and  therefore  I  can 
only  base  my  conclusions  upon  general  information. 

At  the  head  of  the  Moose  river  the  natural  advantages  afforded  for 
a  reservoir  are  considered  almost  unsurpassed.  The  outlet  of  the 
lower  lake  is  narrow,  with  prominent  banks  on  each  dde,  whereby  the 
expense  of  darning  will  not  be  great,  and  an  area  of  several  square 
mile3  can  be  flowed  with  a  low  dam. 

I  am  not  in  possession  of  sufficient  data  on  which  to  base  an  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  constructing  reservoirs  at  the  head  of  these  streams, 
but  I  should  consider  it  safe  to  assume  that  they  could  be  built  at 
about  the  same  expense  as  those  at  the  Wood  Hull  and  Wolf  lakes 

While  it  must  be  apparent  that  the  reservoirs  on  the  Moose  and 
Beaver  rivers  will  not  result  in  an  equal  amount  of  benefit  that  they 
would  if  the  water  was  rendered  available  at  the  State  dam,  yet  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  they  will  vastly  enhance  the  facilities  of 
navigating  the  Black  rive;^,  not  only  by  retaining  the  surplus  water  m 
time  of  floods,  aflbiding  greater  security  to  the  improvements  on  the 
river,  but  also  increasing  the  depth  of  water  in  the  river  at  a  time 
wlien  it  would  otherwise  be  low.  I  would  add  in  conclusion,  that 
these  sources  would  furnish  such  an  ample  supply  of  water  as  to  satis- 
factorily adjust  all  claims  in  future  relative  to  damages  to  water  pow- 
er on  the  Black  river,  below  High  falls. 

DANIEL  C.  JENNE, 
«    Resident  Engineer. 

Engineet^s  Office^ 
BoonvUUy  March  ZOth,  1850. 
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REPORT 

Of  the  Trustees  of  the  New-York  Dispensary. 

To  the  HOKORABLK  THE  LeGISLATUKE 

Of  the  State  of  Jfew-  Yovh : 
The  trustees  of  the  New- York  Dispensary 

Respectfullt  Report  : 

That  during  the  past  year  44^79  patients  have  been  gratuitously 
attended  to  by  the  physicians  of  the  institution,  and  furnished  with 
the  requisite  medicines  :    Of  these, 

There  have  been  attended  at  the  dispensary, 33,427 

"  "  at  their  dwellings, 9,700 

"  "  vaccinated  at  the  dispensary,. . .       1,252 

Making  a  total  of, 44 ,379 

0 

The  trustees  have  used  their  best  efforts  to  keep  a  supply  of  vaccine 
viruS)  and  to  comply  with  all  the  requisitions  of  the  act  granting 
the  appropriations  to  the  dispensary ;  and  they  deem  it  proper  to  add, 
that  tihe  experience  of  the  house  physicians,  (one  of  whose  duties  it 
is  to  attend  to  the  vaccine  department,)  shows  most  conclusively  the 
effectual  protection  against  small  pox  afforded  by  proper  vaccbation. 

Further  particulars  are  detailed  in  their  annual  report,  copies  of 
which  the  trustees  have  the  honor  to  present  herewith,  and  to  which 
they  respectfully  beg  your  reference. 
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Of  the  44 ,379  patients  attended  to  daring  the  past  year,  more  than 
two-thirds  were  born  out  of  the  United  States,  and  have  therefore 
been  contributors  to  the  passenger  fund,  from  which  the  sum  appro- 
priated to  the  dispensary  is  drawn. 

The  private  contributions,  with  the  appropriation  from  the  citj 
government,  would  be  sufficient  to  support  the  institution  in  the  aid 
it  affords  to  the  native  inhabitants ;  but  in  extending  its  charity  to 
the  class  above  alluded  to,  the  aid  of  the  Legislature  becomes  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  trustees  to  carry  out  the  benevolent  object  of  its 
founders.  When,  therefore,  it  is  considered,  that  by  the  medical  ad- 
vice, medicine  and  vaccination  thus  gratuitously  administered,  thou- 
sands of  the  emigrants  arriving  on  our  '  shores  are  probably  saved 
from  becoming  a  helpless  charge  upon  the  public,  the  trustees  cannot 
')ut  believe  that  the  claim  of  the  dispensary  upon  the  bounty  of  the 
State  will  be  duly  estimated. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

E.  W.  LAIGHT,  Fresideni, 
.James  F.  DePetster,  Secretary. 

JfeuhYorkyJaniMry  29y  1860. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sailors*  Snug  Harbor. 

To  the  Honorable^  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  J^ew-York : 

The  annual  report  of  the  treasurer  of  the  **  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor 
in  the  city  of  New- York,"  showing  the  receipts  and  disbursements  on 
account  of  the  trust  from  the  Slst  December,  1848,  to  the  31st  De* 
cember,  1849 ;  also  showing  the  present  state  of  the  funds^  and  esti- 
mate of  income  for  the  year  1850. 

Receipts. 

Balance  of  cash  in  hand  on  Slst  Dec,  1848, $7,765  10 

Cash  received  for  consents  to  transfer  leases, 26  00 

do  principal  of  Aaron  Clark's  bond  and 

mortgage, , 10,000  00 

Cash   received,  supplies  furnished   resident 

physician, $41  74 

Cash  received,^   supplies  furnished  resident 

chaplain, 17  87 

Cash   received,  supplies  furnished   to  the 

Governor,  and  for  proceeds  of  sundries 

sold  by  him  to  others  from  the  farm,  and 

from   supplies, 309  72 

369  33 
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Cash  received  for  interest  on  $10,000  of  U.  S.Treasu- 

ry  notes, 600  00 

Cash  received  for  interest  on  bonds  and  mortgages,  ••  4,511  00 
do            for  ground  rents  outstanding  on  31st  De- 
cember, 1848, 1,171  88 

Cash  received  for  ground  rents  on  lots  in  15th  ward 
for  year  1849, 28,931  12 

Cash  received  for  ground  rents  on  lots  in  1st  ward  for 
year  1849, .' 2,425  00 

•  $55,799  43 


Disbursements. 

*'  Seamen's  Bank  for  Savings,"  a  special  deposite, .  • . .     $10,000  00 
Repairs  and  improvements  on  buildings  and  grounds,.  7,025  19 

Furniture,  beds,  bedsteads,  bedding,  crockery,  cutlery, 

bureaus,  wardrobes,  &c.,  &c., 1 ,056  24 

Freight, $179  53 

Subscription  to  newspapers,.  •  •  •  • 34  50 

Ensigns, 9  62 

Check  and  bank  books, •  •         11  75 

Interments,  digging  graves,  and  coffins, .  •  •       132  50 
Funeral  expenses  of  C.  J.  Smith,  ..••.••.         20  00 

Rents  of  offices, • .       200  00 

Petty  expenses  of  treasurer, 17  65 

Contingent  expenses,  viz  :  postages,  house 
cleaning  and  white-washing,  filling  ice 
houses,  stationery,  trustees'  table,  car- 
riage hire,  blacksmithing,  sand,  rope, 

baskets,  clock,  &c., 258  24 

Taxes  and  insurance,  ..•..•• ,       751  71 

Salaries  of  governor,  chaplain,  physician, 
agent  and  treasurer,  including  additional 

compensation  to  Rev.  Mr.  Grigs, 5,891  66 

7,507   16 

Expenses  of  the  farm,  including  wages  of  farmer,  two 
assistants,  and  gardener,  $185, — for  a  horse,  for  ma- 
nure, seed  potatoes,  trees,  &c., ,         1 ,332  20 

Groceries,  flour,  butter,  &c., 7,215  62 
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Fuel — coaly  wood^  charcoal, ••.•••  1,659  54 

Light— oil, 179  15 

Butcher,  for  meat, • •  6,165  12 

Drugs  and  medicines,.  .  •  •  • •  •  •  •  66  22 

Wearing  apparel,  including  shoes,.  ••••••  3,101  02 

Support  of  two  men  at  Bloomingdale  asylum,  298  88 
Support  of  one  man  for  part  of  year  at 

New- York  eye  infirmary,.  • •  •  •  50  17 

Wages  of  steward,  matron,  baker,  cook, 

nurses,  laundresses,  seamstresses,  &c.,.  •    2,778  00 

20,513  62 

Balance  of  cash  in  bank  on  31st  December,  1849,. .  •  8,365  02 

155,799  43 

•  -    -  -        ■  ^^w^™i  ^^^^ 

Hmds  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Sailors^  Snug  Harbor. 

Bondsand  mortgages, $62,800  00 

United  States  treasury  notes  at  cost, , .  •  •  10,450  00 

Seamen's  bank  for  saving,  special  deposite,  10,000  00 

Cash  in  bank  on  31st  December,  1849, . .  8,365  02 


Ground  rents  outstanding  in  First  ward,        $425  00 

do  do        Fifteenth  do  815  38 

Interest  do         175  00 


$91,615  02 


1,415  38 
$93,030  40 


Estimated  income  for  the  year  1850. 

Interest  on  bonds  and  mortgages, $4,336  00 

do        treasury  notes,  •  • 600  00 

Ground  rents  on  lots  in  1st  ward, 2,850  00 

do  do         15th    do 29,856  50 


$37,642  50 


JOS.  GREENLEAF, 

Treasurer. 
JteuhTork^  December  31, 1849. 


^ 
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The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  of  ^^  Trustees  of  the  Sailors' 
Snug  Harbor  in  the  city  of  New-York,"  having  attended  to  the  duties 
assigned  them  pursuant  to  a  standing  order  of  the  Board, 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  Treasurer's  accounts  from 
the  first  day  of  January  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thou* 
sand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  and  have  examined  the  vouchers 
for  the  disbursements, ;  they  have  also  examined  the  bonds  and 
mortgages,  and  stocks,  (being  United  States  Treasury  notes  and  a 
q>ecial  deposite  in  the  '^  Seamens'  Bank  for  Savings,")  and  have  found 
the  same  to  be  in  all  respects  correct,  and  that  there  is  a  balance  of 
cash  in  favor  of  the  Trustees  of  eight  thousand  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five  dollars  and  two  cents,  (f8,365 .02)  and  that  the  same 
is  in  deposit  in  the  ^^  Seamen's  Bank  for  Savmgs,"  to  the  credit  of  the 
trustees.    Jfeuh Yorkj Zlst  December  1 849. 

M.  H.  GRINNELL, 

President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Kew-  York 
and  Chairman  of  the  Ex.  Com,  of  Sailor/  Snug  Harbor. 

CHAS.  H.  MARSHALL, 

President  of  the  Marine  Society  and  a  member  of  the  Ex.  Com. 

F.  A.  TALLMADGE, 
Recorder^  ^c. 
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IN  SENATE,  APRE  4  1850. 


REPORT 

Of  the  majority  of  the  Select  Oommittee  appointed  to 
investigate  the  charges  of  alleged  frauds  on  the 
Chemung  Canal. 

The  undersigned^  the  majority  of  the  select  committee  appointed 
by  the  Senate  to  investigate  the  charges  of  alleged  frauds  on  the 
Chemung  canal, 

REPORT, 
That  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  1860,  they  respectively  re- 
ceived from  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  a  certified  copy  of  a  resolution, 
in  the  words  following : 

In  Senate,  March  14, 1850. 

Res^vedj  That  a  select  committee,  con^sting  of  Senators  Guinnip, 

Schoonmaker,  and  Upham,  be  appointed  to  investigate  the  charges  of 

alleged  frauds  on  the  Chemung  canal,  preferred  by  the  Senator  from 

the  26th  district  against  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioner  in  charge, 

and  be  authorized  to  proceed  to  the  village  of  Jefferson,  Chemung 

county,  to  investigate  the  said  alleged  frauds,  and  to  report 'to  the 

Senate  without  delay. 

WILLIAM  H,  BOGART,  Gerk. 
(A  copy.) 
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That,  being  desirous  of  proceeding  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties 
under  such  resolution,  the  undersigned,  on  the  following  day,  ad- 
dressed and  forwarded  a  note  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

Sbkate  Chamber.       } 
Mhanyy  March  15, 1850.  5 

Hon.  George  B.  Guiknip,  Chairman^  tfc : 

Kr^-HaTing  been  notified  by  the  clerk  of  the  Senate  oi  the  re- 
statement of  the  committee  to  investigate  certain  charges  of  fraud 
in  relation  to  the  construction  of  the  Chemung  canal,  we  hereby 
respectively  notify  you  that  we  are  now  ready  to  proceed  in  the 
investigation,  and  ask  you  to  call  an  early  meeting  of  the  committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary  arrangements.  An  answer 
is  requested. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

M.  SCHOONMAEER, 
A.  S.  UPHAM. 

That  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  the  undersigned  received  a  re- 
ply to  such  note,  addressed  to  them  in  the  following  words  : 


Sekate  Chamber, 
March  16, 


[AMBER,  } 

S  1850.  ] 

Gents  : — ^I  have  received  your  note  of  this  date,  requesting  me  to 
call  an  early  meeting  of  the  committee  to  investigate  certain  charges 
of  fraud  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  the  Chemung  canal,  for  the 
purpose  of  makbg  the  necessary  arrangements  to  proceed  in  the  in- 
vestigation. Having  in  my  place  in  the  Senate  declined  to  act  on 
that  committee,  I  cannot,  of  course,  take  any  action  in  the  matter  as 
a  member  of  the  committee. 

Re^cotful}y  yours^ 

O.  B.  GUINNIP. 

The  undersigned,  after  the  receipt  of  such  note,  not  being  aware 
that  there  had  been  in  fact  any  formal  resignation  by  the  chairman 
of  Ae  committee,  or  that,  if  made,  it  had  been  accepted  by  the  Se« 
nate,  waited  for  his  action  until  the  19th  day  of  March,  when  they 
addressed  and  caused  to  be  delivered* to  him  a  note,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy. 
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Albany^  March  19,  1850. 

Hon.  Sekatob.  Guinkip  : 

« 

Sir — ^The  committee  of  investigation,  in  relation  to  alleged  frauds 
on  the  Chemung  canal,  will  meet  at  the  room  of  Mr.  Scboonmaker  at 
the  City  Hotel  to-morrow ,  Wednesday  morning,  at  half-past  nine 
o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary  arrangements  to 
proceed  in  the'  investigation. 

Your  attendance  is  requested. 

Yours,  &c., 

M,  SCHOONMAKER, 
A.  S.  UPHAM. 

At  the  time  and  place  designated  in  such  note,  the  undersigned  at- 
tended, but  the  chairman  of  the  committee  did  not  attend.  At  that 
meeting,  it  was 

Retelvedj  That  the  committee  would  proceed  on  Wednesday,  the 
27th  of  March  to  Jefferson,  in  the  county  of  Chemung,  to  investigate 
d^e  alleged  frauds. 

At  that  meeting,  the  committee  also  received  a  communication 
from  the  canal  commissioner  in  charge,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy : 

JUbanyy  20  March,  1850. 
To  the  select  committee,  appointed  by  the  Senate  to  investigate  cer- 
tain preferred  charges  of  fraud  on  the  Chemung  canal. 

Gentlemen — I  require  that  the  testimony  of  Senator  Quinnip,  in 
relation  to  the  charges  of  fraud  to  be  investiij^ed  by  you,  may  be 
taken  by  you  before  the  departure  of  the  committee  for  Chemung,  at 
such  time  and  place  as  the  committee  may  designate. 

Very  truly,  your  obH  servant, 

CHARLES  COOK,  Canal  Comtn^r. 

On  receipt  of  &is  communication  it  was 

Rtiolvedy  That  the  committee  would  meet  at  the  room  of  Senator 
Upbam,  at  the  City  Hotel,  on  Friday  evening,  the  22d  March,  at  8 
o'clock,  P*  M.,  for  the  examination  of  Senator  Quinnip. 
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On  the  22d  Marchi  at  the  request  of  the  Canal  Commissioner,  a 
subpcena  was  issued  and  delivered  to  the  sergeant-at-arms,  to  procure 
the  attendance  of  Senator  Guinnip,  returnable  that  evening  at  8 
o'clock  at  the  room  at  Senator  Upham. 

At  the  time  and  place  appointed,  the  undersigned  attended,  ready 
to  proceed  in  such  examination,  and  they  were  also  attended  by  said 
Canal  Commissioner.  The  subpcena  was  returned  duly  served,  but 
Senator  Guinnip  did  not  attend,  and  his  examination  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  taken. 

That  on  the  23d  day  of  March  the  undersigned  caused  to  be  de- 
livered to  Senator  Guinnip  a  notice,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy: 

<^  Senate  Chamber,  Match  23,  1850. 

^^  Sir  :  You  are  hereby  notified,  that  the  select  committee  appoint- 
ed to  investigate  the  charges  of  alleged  frauds  on  the  Chemung  ca- 
nal, preferred  by  you  against  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioner  in 
charge,  have  resolved  to  leave  for  Jefferson,  in  Chemung  county,  on 
Wednesday  next,  to  proceed  in  such  invesUgation. 

"  Yours,  &c., 

«<M.  SCHOONMAKER. 
^^  Hon.  Senator  Guinnip.'  ' 

On  the  27th  March,  the  undersigned,  in  obedience  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  proceeded  to  the  village  of 
JeSerson,  and  entered  upon  the  investigation  of  the  alleged  frauds. 

In  such  investigation  they  enquired  into  the  charges  preferred  by 
the  Senator  from  the  26th,  and  which  as  served  by  him  on  the  Canal 
Commissioner  in  charge,  under  the  order  of  the  Senate,  are  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

Tht  charges  to  be  investigated  by  the  Senate  Committee  appointed  to 
investigate  the  doings  of  the  acting  Canal  Commissioner  on  the  Ck§- 
mung  canalj  under  the  act  in  relation  to  the  Chemung  canaly  passed 
AprU  10, 1848. 

^^  Flrsi.  The  said  Commissioner  has  caused  the  construction  of  the 
Chemung  canal  from  its  intersection  with  the  Catharine  creek  to  the 
Seneca  lake,  to  be  made  and  constructed  of  greater  dimensions  thun 
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authorised  by  law,  and  greater  than  the  Chemung  canal,  as  said  ca- 
nal was  by  law  designated  and  surveyed;  thereby  increasing  the  cost 
of  the  work  beyond  what  was  authorised  by  the  act,  chap.  218  of  the 
Laws  of  1848. 

*'  Second.  That  said  Commissioner  has  enlarged  the  Chemung  ca- 
nal, from  its  intersection  with  Catharine  creek  to  lock  No.  1,  without 
any  authority  of  law. 

^^  Ihird.  The  said  Commissioner  has,  at  the  public  expense,  mored 
a  waste- weir  from  lock  No.  1  to  lock  No.  2,  on  said  canal,  by  which 
the  waste  water  from  said  canal  is  now  discharged  into  the  millpond 
of  his  flouring  mill,  thereby  increasing  his  supply  of  water  without  in 
any  way  benefiting  said  canal ;  and  that  he  has  directed  the  expen- 
diture of  public  money  in  docking  up  portion  of  said  canal  between 
Lock  No.  1  and  2,  and  on  which  portion  of  said  canal,  said  Commia- 
rioner  owned  a  mill,  two  warehouses  and  a  glass  factory;  and  that  he 
has  also  expended  the  public  money  in  docking  up  a  basin  on  whidi 
his  storehouse  stands* 

'^  ^mrih.  That  said  Commissioner  was  interested  in  real  estate  of 
large  yalae  adjoininbg  said  canal,  which  was  intended  to  be  benefit- 
ted by  the  enlargement  of  the  wqrk  beyond  what  was  authorised  by 
the  law  of  1848,  and  that  he  was  thereby  influenced  to  make  a  larger 
expenditure  of  public  money  than  the  law  authorised,  or  than  was 
eootemplated  by  the  Legislature  in  the  passage  of  the  aforesaid  law 

of  1848. 
<<  March  2, 1860. 

«  Signed  G.  B.  GUINNIP,  a'm. 

**  To  the  Canal  ComnUssion^ri 

of  the  State  of  JftuhYork.^ 

The  chairman  of  the  committee,  Senator  Guinnip,  not  attending 
the  undersigned,  were  cobpelled  to  proceed  without  his  aid.  The 
undersigned,  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  full  understanding  of  the 
natters  to  be  investigated,  made  a  personal  inspection  of  the  canal 
and  the  works  constructed,  and  in  progress  thereon,  from  the  haibor 
at  the  head  of  Seneca  lake,  up  to  lock  No.  4,  on  the  Chemung  canal. 
They  also  examined  a  large  number  of  witnesses^  as  well  upon  the 
matter^  embraced  in  the  several  charges  above  set  forth,  as  those 
contained  in  the  memorial  relative  to  shuttiogtht  water  of  Catharine 


ereeky  off  from  said  canal,  a  copy  of  wliich  memorial  isherdnafter  set 
forth,  which  testimoay  is  hereto  appended,  marked  scheduld  A. 

The  undersigned  desiring  to  make  the  investigation  as  thorough 
as  possible,  and  determined  to  ferret  out  fraud,  if  any  existed,  did 
not  content  themselves  \vith  the  examination  of  such  witnesses  only 
as  are  o£fered  on  the  part  of  the  defence,  but  they  endeavored,  in  re- 
lation to  each  item  of  alleged  fraud,  to  ascertain  the  source  from 
which  the  complaints  or  charges  originated,  and  caused  the  persons  by 
whom  they  were  originated,  to  be  brought  before  them,  and  examined 
in  relation  thereto,  and  they  also  procured  to  be  subpoenaed  and  ex- 
amined all  persons  referred  to  by  such  persons,  as  authority,  or  sup- 
posed by  them  to  know  any  thing  in  relation  to  the  matters  to  be 
enquired  into. 

The  undersigned  understood  as  well  from  the  remarks  made  by 
the  Senator  from  the  26th,  when  bis  resolution  was  originally  intro- 
duced, as  from  other  sources,  that  most  of  the  charges  thus  preferred 
by  the  Senator,  were  based  upon  a  memorial  adopted  at  a  meeting  of 
sundry  inhabitants  in  the  village  of  Jefferson,  in  relation  to  the  al* 
leged  enlargement  of  the  canal.  They  therefore  subpoenaed  before 
them,  anri  examined  m  relation  to  the  matters  set  forth  in  sudi 
charges,  J.  Q.  Leake,  the  author  of  such  memorial,  and  all  persons 
suggested  or  referred  to  by  him,  as  being  able  to  furnish  the  under- 
signed any  information  on  the  subject.  By  his  testimony,  it  appears 
that  the  memorial  was  presented  by  him  to  a  meeting  attended  ex- 
clusively by  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Jefferson  ;  and  that  it  wbs 
adopted  by  such  meeting  held  in  a  bar-room,  when  about  fifteen  or 
twenty  individuals  only  were  in  attendance. 

The  undersigned  will  now  proceed  and  give  the  Senate  the  result 
of  their  investigations,  and  the  conclu^ons  at  which  they  hare  ar- 
rived. 

The  first  charge  made  against  the  Canal  Commissioner,  is  ^^  that 
Ike  said  CoRimissioner  has  caused  the  construction  of  the  Chemung 
tsanal^  from  its  intersection  with  the  Catharine  creek  to  the  Seneca 
Jldfis,  to  be  made  and  coaslrueted  of  greater  dimen^ons  than  author- 
lied  by  laWi  and  greater  than  the  Chemung  canal,  as  said  canal  wasby 
Imt deagaaled  and  aurv^jed,  TbtxAy  increamng  the  cost  of  the  work 
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bejoad  vhat  was  avtborked  by  tbe  Act,  chapter  S18,  of  the  law  of 

1848." 

The  Commissioners,  in  the  construction  of  such  portion  of  the 
Chemung  canal  as  is  included  in  this  charge,  proceeded  under  chap- 
ter 218,  of  the  laws  of  1848,  entitled  *•  An  act  in  relation  to  the 
Chemung  canal.''  This  act  consists  of  a  single  section,  a::d  is  as 
follows : 

^^  Section  1 .  The  Canal  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to 
eontinue  the  Chemung  canal  from  its  intersection  with  Catharine 
creek,  by  an  indepenfdent  channel,  northerly  to  the  Seneca  lake,  west 
of  the  mouth  of  said  creek  ;  such  intersection  with  the  lake,  shall  be 
through  the  navigable  straight  cut  already  constructed  by  tbe  State^ 
unless  in  the  judgment  of  said  Commissioners,  the  interests  of  the 
State  will  be  best  promoted  by  connecting  it  with  the  lake  at  a 
point  nearer  the  mouth  of  said  creek.  They  are  also  authorized  to 
dnnge  the  course  of  Watkin's  creek  to  the  lake,  so  as  to  protect  the 
canal  from  injury  by  said  creek,  and  the  expenses  incurred  under 
this  act,  to  be  charged  to  said  canal,  as  ordinary  repairs. 

I9  order  properly  to  understand  whether  the  Commismoner  under 
such  law,  has  or  has  not  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  its  intention  and 
proYisions,  it  will  be  necessary  to  refer  to  the  situation  of  the  canal 
at  the  time  of,  and  the  causes  and  objects  which  led  to  the  passage  of 
the  act. 

The  act  for  the  construction  of  the  Chemung  canal  was  passed  ii 
the  year  1829,  and  the  canal^was  shortly  thereafter  constructed  from 
lock  No.  1,  at  the  village  of  Havana  to  Elmira,  under  such  law.  The 
act  does  not  specify  or  direct  what  should  be  either  the  size  of  the 
lodes  or  of  the  canal,  but  the  Commissioners,  in  its  cons^ction,  built  it 
S6  feet  in  width  at  bottom,  and  for  four  feet  depth  of  water.  From 
'  lock  No.  1  they  used  Catharine  creek  as  a  chamiel  for  navigation  to 
Seneca  lake,  except  a  short  cut  near  tbe  bead  of  the  lake  which  was 
aa  independent  channel.  Suchntode  of  communication  was  continued 
until  the  year  1841,  when  the  navigation  veas  separated  from  the 
creek  for  the  distance  of  about  one  and  a  quarter  miles  from  lock  No. 
1,  and  an  independent  channel  constructed  called  the  Brayton  cot: 
Sa^  channel  was  constructed  and  became  necessary  by  reason  of  the 
said  creek  theretofore  used  down  to  that  point,  havmg  become  so  filled 
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with  deposits  that  it  was  no  longer  navigable  for  canal  boats.  Prior  to 
1848,  the  balance  of  said  creek  so  used  for  navigation  as  aforesaid, 
became  so  filled  up  and  obstructed  by  deposits  that  much  inconveni- 
ence and  delays  were  occasioned  to  boatmen  and  others  navigating 
said  canal.  The  necessity  of  an  independent  channel  thus  became 
apparent  if  navigation  was  to  be  continued  on  said  canal.  The  de- 
posits being  occasioned  principally  by  freshets  in  the  creek,  they  would 
be  in  a  great  measure  obviated  by  an  independent  channel  unaffected 
by  such  causes* 

In  the  original  construction  of  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal  termi- 
nating at  the  foot  of  Seneca  lake,  the  engineer  in  charge  made  an 
error  in  the  estimate  of  the  cut  at  low  water  mark  in  said  lake.  In 
order  to  make  up  for  said  erroneous  estimate  it  became  necessary  to 
dam  up  the  waters  of  said  lake,  and  thereby  raise  the  water  level 
tiiereof  to  render  said  canal  navigable.  Such  raisbg  of  the  water  of 
said  lake  necessarily  flooded  the  lands  of  many  of  the  citizens  at  the 
head  and  borders  of  said  lakes ;  created  marshes  and  unhealthy  mias- 
ma where  theretofore  the  land  had  been  good  and  tillable,  and  thus 
injuriously  aifecting  not  only  the  property  but  the  health  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. This  naturally  caused  much  complaint,  and  thenceforward  the 
Legislature  were  called  upon  year  after  year  to  relieve  the  inhabitants 
by  the  removal  of  the  obstructions  and  the  reduction  of  the  lake  to  its 
ordinary  level. 

In  the  construction  of  the  Chemung  and  Crooked  Lake  canals,  the 
same  erroneous  estimate  of  the  water  level  of  the  Seneca  lake  was 
adhered  to ;  both  of  such  canals  terminating  and  connecting  them- 
selves with  said  lake.  The  obstructions  in  the  outlet  and  the  conse- 
quent raising  of  the  water  of  the  lake  was  therefore  indispensable  to 
maintain  the  navigation  of  these  several  State  canals  until  the  lake  level 
in  sudi  canals  should  be  altered  to  correspond  with  the  natural  level 
of  the  lake.  And  it  appears  by  the  reports  of  the  Ctfnal  Commis- 
misnoners  almost  annually  from  the  year  1837  down,  that  even  with* 

■ 

the  increased  depth  of  water  in  the  lake,  the  navigation  of  the  lakr 
level  in  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal  was  at  some  seasons  of  the 
year  imperfect  and  diCBcolt  for  the  want  of  a  suiBcient  dq>thof 
water. 
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Yarious  laws  were  passed  by  tbe  Legislature  on  this  subject  prior 
to  1848,  but  all  failed  in  affording  the  requisite  relief,  either  by  rea- 
son of  their  inefficiency  or  not  being  fully  carried  out  by  the  then 
Canal  Commissioners. 

In  January,  1818,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Assembly  from 
a  very  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Havana,  Chemung  county, 
reciting  their  grievances  and  requesting  the  Legislature  ^^  to  direct 
the  Canal  Commissioners  to  deepen  the  levels  of  the  Cayuga,  Seneca 
and  Chemung  canals  which  connect  with  the  lake  and  remove  the 
obstructions  in  the  outlet."  Such  petition  on  the  15th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1848,  was  by  a  resolution  of  the  Assembly  referred  to  the  Canal 
Commissioners,  and  they  were  requested  to  report  to  the  Assembly 
on  the  subject. 

Immediately  on  receiving  such  reference  the  Canal  Commissioners 
directed  Charles  W.  Wentz,  a  civil  engineer  in  the  employ  of  the 
state,  ^^  to  make  an  examination  and  survey  of  the  levels  of  the  ca- 
nals connected  with  Seneca  lake,  and  also  a  plan  and  estimate  of  the 
cost  of  the  necessary  improvements," 

Hie  report  of  Mr.  Wentz  upon  such  reference,  after  having  been 
mbmitted  and  approved  by  the  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  was 
forwarded  by  the  Canal  Commissioners  with  their  report  to  tbe  Legis- 
lature. After  the  receipt  of  such  report,  the  Legislature  passed  the 
act  chapter  218  of  the  Laws  of  1848,  authorising  the  Canal  Com* 
missioners  to  continue  the  Chemung  canal  from  its  intersection  with 
Catharine  creek  by  an  independent  channel  northerly  to  the  Seneca 
lake.  It  may  be  well  here  to  remark,  that  already  in  1846  the  sena- 
tor from  the  26th  (Mr.  Guinnip),  together  with  many  other  citizens 
of  Havana,  presented  sundry  petitions  to  the  legislature  asking  for 
the  passage  of  a  law  to  require  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  do  what 
this  law  authorised  and  directed,  the  separation  of  the  Chemung  canal 
from  Catharine  creek,  where  the  navigation  enters  said  creek,  be- 
tween Havana  and  the  head  of  Seneca  lake. 

After  the  passage  of  such  act,  the  Canal  Commissioners  referred 
tbe  matter  to  C.  W.  Wentz,  the  resident  engineer,  for  plans  and  es- 
timates for  the  proposed  improvements  under  such  law.  Tbe  report 
and  estimates  of  such  engineer  were  presented  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Canal  Commissioners,  held  at  their  office  in  the  city  of  Albany  on  the 


*f^ 


10  [SsNAn 

22d  Jaly,  1848,  and  the  followbg  is  a  copy  of  the  nnnuies  of  the 
action  of  said  Commissioners  upon  such  report. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  held  at  their  office  in  the 
city  of  Albany  on  the  22d  July,  1848,  present  Messrs  Cook,  Hinds 

and  Beach. 

» 

Mr.  Cook,  the  Commissioner  in  charge,  presented  the  survey,  re- 
port and  estimates  of  C.  W.  Wentz,  an  engineer  in  the  employ  of 
the  State,  under  chap.  218,  laws  of  1848,  in  relation  to  the  Chemung 
canal. 

Two  lines  haying  been  submitted  in  the  report  and  estimates  of  the 
engineer  for  the  location  of  the  proposed  new  canal,  the  one  '^The 
Eastern  or  New  Harbor  Line,"  extending  from  the  present  termina- 
tion of  the  Brayton  cut,  at  its  junction  with  Catharine  creek,  in  a 
northerly  direction,  a  distance  of  67  chains  to  a  point  near  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  narigable  canal,  cut  from  the  inlet  to  the 
lake,  and  from  thence  curving  slightly  to  the  yrest,  and  entering  the 
lake  about  10  chains  east  of  the  present  canal.  The  other  maldng 
the  termination  from  the  direct  line  before  mentioned  through  the  pre- 
sent navigable  canal  cut  at  the  present  Harbor, 

And  two  plans  being  also  submitted  in  said  report  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  proposed  canal — the  one  proposing  to  excavate  the  bottom 
of  the  canal  37  feet  wide,  and  slopes  of  banks  2^  feet  horizontal,  to  1 
foot  perpendicular,  and  facmg  the  banks  with  stone,  leaving  the 
bottom,  when  finished,  26  feet  wide,  with  bank  slopes  of  3  to  1. 

The  other,  proposing  to  excavate  the  bottom  42  feet  wide,  and 
slopes  2  J  feet  horizontal,  to  1  foot  perpendicular,  and  giving  an  extra 
depth  of  2  feet  in  the  bottom,  without  stone  facing ;  the  estimated 
aggregate  cost  of  which,  upon  the  several  plans,  is  as  follows : 

37  feet  bottom  42  feet  bottom 

with  stone.  without  stone. 

Eastern  or  New  Harbor  Line, $45,686  8^       |40,001  64 

Termination  present  harbor, 48,684  78         39,715  68 

In  adopting  a  plan  for  this  improvement,  the  Commissioners  find  it 
necessary  to  make  it  conform  to  the  directions  of  the  Legislature,  as 
contained  in  chap.  213,  laws  of  1844,  and  chap.  348,  laws  of  1847. 
In  the  former,  the  Commisaoners  are  directed  to  reduce  the  upper  or 
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lake  level  of  the  Cayuga  and  Seneoa  canal,  so  as  to  give  four  feet 
water  in  said  level ;  to  remove  the  dam  and  other  obstructions  in  the 
outlet  of  the  lake  so  as  to  afford  a  free  discharge  of  the  surplus  waters 
of  the  lake ;  extending  the  Lake  level  to  Waterloo,  and  regulate  the 
discharge  of  the  water  at  that  place ;  &nd  also  to  improve  the  Crook- 
ed Lake  canal  so  as  to  adapt  it  to  use  at  the  natural  level  of  the 
Seneca  lake. 

Under  the  latter  law,  directing  the  rebuilding  the  locks  on  the 
Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  the  Commissioners  having  dispensed  with 
lock  No.  1  on  the  lake  level  near  Geneva,  having  l^Y^  feet  lift,  and 
deepen  that  level  so  as  to  have  at  all  times  four  feet  water,  as  direct- 
ed by  the  act  before  recited,  makes  the  upper  level  of  the  Cayuga 
and  Seneca  canal  the  standard  level  to  which  the  levels  of  the  other 
canals  connecting  with  Seneca  lake  are  to  be  brought. 

To  carry  out  the  plan  of  the  engineer  in  constructing  the  lower 
lerel  of  the  Chemung  canal,  under  the  act  chapter  218,  laws  of  1848, 
giving  an  extra  depth  of  2  feet,  and  increasing  the  width  to  42  feet 
at  bottom,  with  slopes  in  the  banks  of  2-^  /eet  to  one  foot  rise,  on 
account  of  the  soft  material  through  which  the  line  passes;  (it  being 
an  open  marsh,)  giving  the  extra  depth  and  width  to  dispense  with 
the  stone  facing,  which  according  to  the  estimate  and  report  of  the 
engineer  is  the  best  plan,  and  most  for  the  interest  of  the  State  ;  it 
will  make  it  necessary  to  deepen  the  lower  level  on  the  Chemung  canal 
from  the  lake  to  lock  No.  1,  near  Havana,  three  feet  ten  inches  there, 
for  in  adopting  the  new  harbor  line  as  we  now  do. 

Rtsolvedy  That  in  the  location  of  the  Ime  for  the  proposed  new  car 
nal,  the  Canal  Commissioners  adopt  the  new  harbor  line,  and  that 
the  plan  of  giving  42  feet  width  of  bottom,  with  2  feet  extra  depth 
of  water  in  the  prism  from  lock  No.  1,  at  Havana,  to  the  lock,  be 
adopted  in  its  construction  without  stone  facing  ;  and  that  the  bed  <tf 
Watkins  mill  creek  be  so  changed  and  protected  as  not  to  cinne  in 
contaet  with  or  injure  said  canal ;  and  that  the  Commissioner  in 
charge  advertise  and  put  the  same  under  contract  according  to  law. 

Under  fitich  cesolutton  the  canal  was  put  and  is  now  under  contract, 
and  the  same  b  being  completed  in  confonaity  therewith. 
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After  an  examination  of  the  ground  and  a  careful  mvestigation  by 
oral  testimony  of  the  merits  of  the  case^  the  undersigned  are  clearly 
of  opinion  that  the  enlarged  size  of  the  extension,  both  as  to  the 
ividth  and  depth,  was  wisely  conceived,  and  is  being  judiciously  car- 
ried out.  The  land,  through  which  the  extension  of  the  canal  runs, 
is  an  open  marsh,  the  soil  composed  of  stratas  of  muck,  clay  and 
sand,  and  with  a  canal  of  the  ordinary  size  and  with  the  usual  slope, 
the  effect  and  action  of  the  water  would  soon  wash  away  the  banks 
and  fill  the  prism  of  the  canal  so  as  to  obstruct  navigation,  and  re- 
store things  in  as  bad  condition  as  they  were  before  the  improvement 
was  commenced. 

The  plan  of  making  the  canal  of  the  ordinary  size  and  facing  the 
same  with  stone  owing  to  the  want  of  consistency  in  the  banks  and 
soil,  had  in  the  experiment  tried  in  the  Brayton  cut,  utterly  failed  to 
answer  the  purposes. 

^  The  commissioners,  therefore,  as  the  undersigned  believe^  wisely 
adopted  the  largest  size  with  the  most  gradual  slope  as  affording  the 
best  assurances  of  permanency  and  stability,  at  the  same  tim«  that  in 
its  original  construction  it  would  be  the  least  expensive. 

In  regard  to  the  extra  width  of  the  canal  being  42  feet  at  bottom, 
giving  the  banks  a  slope  of  2^  feet  to  one,  and  also  the  extra  depth 
of  two  feet  beyond  what  would  be  necessary  to  float  a  boat  after  the 
requisite  reduction  of  the  lake  level ;  this  was  done  to  provide  for  de- 
posites  from  the  wash  of  the  banks  and  to  secure  a  permanent  navi^ 
gation.  The  line  of  the  work  is  over  i  marsh  easily  acted  on  by  the 
water,  and  the  banks  will  necessarily  slide  in  considerable  quantities 
into  the  prism.  The  extra  depth  and  width  in  the  prism  will  guard 
against  the  mterruption  of  navigation  from  such  cause,  at  the  same 
time  that  the  swell  and  action  of  the  water  upon  the  banks  arising 
from  the  passage  of  boats  and  lockages  will  be  much  diminished  by 
the  enlarged  capacity  of  the  canal. 

It  appears  from  a  petition  presented  to  the  Legislature  in  1846, 
signed  by  Senator  Guinnip  and  a  large  number  of  inhabitants  resi- 
ding at  the  head  of  Seneca  lake,  both  at  Jefferson  and  Havana,  that 
to  bring  the  lake  to  its  natural  level  would  require  a  reduction  of 
about  three  feet  in  the  height  of  the  water  of  the  lake.  And  it  also 
appears  by  a  petition  agned  by  such  senator  and  other  dtizens  of 
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Jefferson,  presented  to  the  Legislature  in  1844,  that  during  the  sea* 
son  of  navigation,  there  is  a  fluctuation  between  high  and  low  water 
of  about  three  feet.  It  is  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  navigation, 
that  the  canal  should  be  of  sufficient  depth  as  well  at  low  as  high  wa- 
ter ;  and  the  least  depth  which  will  answer  for  navigation  is  four  feet. 
Add  together  these  three  sums  three  feet  for  the  unnatural  height  of 
the  water,  three  feet  for  the  difference  between  high  and  low  water, 
tLTtd  four  feet  the  depth  necessary  for  navigation,  and  it  gives  10  feet 
as  the  actual  necessary  depth  of  the  canal  to  secure  navigation  at  all, 
withoat  any  reference  to  extra  depth  to  provide  for  slides. 

The  undersigned  are  therefore  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  work  is  of 
no  greater  depth  or  width  than  the  interests  of  the  State  and  the  se- 
curity and  permanency  of  navigation  required. 

The  law  under  which  the  construction  is  being  made,  simply  au* 
thorises  the  Canal  Commissioners  ^4o  continue  the  Chemung  canal 
from  its  intersection  with  Catharine  creek  by  an  independent  channel 
northerly  to  the  Seneca  lake^  west  of  the  mouth  of  said  creek."  It 
makes  or  ccmtains  no  provision  or  restriction  in  regard  to  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  work,  and  therefore  leaves  its  oze  entirely  in  the  discre- 
tion and  judgment  of  the  Commissioners.  Appointed  as  these  Com- 
missioners are  for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  charge  of,  and  con- 
structing works  of  this  character  in  behalf  of  the  State,  it  was  reason- 
able and  wise  in  the  Legislature  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  their 
officers  so  as  to  enable  them  to  adapt  the  dimensions  of  the  work  to 
the  circumstances  and  necesnties  of  the  case. 

The  iecond  charge  made  against  the  Commissioner  is,  that  ^^  the 
Commissioner  has  enlai^ed  the  Chemung  canal  from  its  intersection 
with  Catharine  creek  to  lock  No.  1,  without  any  authority  of  law.'' 

It  is  presumed  that  this  charge  is  made  on  the  ground  that  the 
law  o{  1848  applies  only  to  an  extension  of  the  canal  from  the  ter- 
mination of  the  Brayton  cut  to  the  lake.  On  reference  to  the  reports 
and  estimates  furnished  to  the  Legislature  prior  to  the  passage  of  such 
law,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  improvement  of  the  Brayton  cut  formed 
an  essential  part  of  the  work  necessary  to  carry  out  the  intention  and 
object  of  the  Legislature.  Without  the  deepening  and  improve- 
ment of  that  part  of  the  canal,  the  extension  of  the  canal  would  be 
entirely  useless  and  unnecessary,  for  after  the  lowering  of  the  level 
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of  the  kke  as  designed  to  be  effected,  there  -wouli  be  no  navigation 
irhstever  between  siich  extension  and  lock  No.  1.  The  Legislature 
never  can  have  designed  or  intended  any  such  absurdity. 

The  undersigned  are  therefore  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  Canal 
Commissioners  m  making  the  improvement  uniform  from  lock  No.  1 
to  the  lakC)  hare  not  apted  without  authority  of  law,  but  have  only 
'  done  that  which  they  ha4  full  right  to  do  under  their  general  povr«rt| 
and  which  was  necessary  and  essential  to  maintain  and  keep  up  na- 
vigation on  the  canal. 

The  third  charge  is,  ^'  that  the  said  Commis»oner  has,  at  the  pub- 
lic expense,  moved  a  waste  wier  from  lock  No.  1  to  lock  No.  2,  on 
said  canal,  by  which  the  waste  water  from  said  canal  is  now  discharg- 
ed into  the  mill  pond  of  his  flouring  mill,  thereby  increasing  his  sup- 
ply of  water  without  in  any  way  benefitting  said  canal,  and  that  he 
has  directed  the  expenditure  of  public  money  in  docking  up  a  por^ 
tion  of  said  canal  between  lock  No.  1  and  No.  2,  and  on  which  por- 
tion of  said  canal  said  Commissioner  owned  a  mill,  two  warehouses 
and  a  glass  factory,  and  that  he  has  also  expended  the  public  money 
in  docking  up  a  basin  on  which  his  storehouse  stands." 

In  relation  to  the  first  branch  ol  this  charge,  the  removal  of  a  waste 
wier,  the  undersigned  state  that  the  charge  is  without  foundation. 
There  is  now  but  one  waste  wier'  between  locks  No.  1  and  S,  and 
that  is  near  lock  No.  1,  where  it  has  always  been  and  was  originally 
constructed.  It  is  supposed  that  the  senator  in  tins  charge  intended 
to  refer  to  a  waste  wier  built  in  the  canal  between  locks  No.  2  and  3. 
There  was  a  waste  wier  constructed  on  that  level  in  the  latter  part 
of  last  summer,  and  from  that  waste  wier  there  is  a  ditch  cut  leading 
into  Catharine^s  creek,  above  Mr.  Coc^k's  mill,  which  is  fed  by  the 
waters  of  said  creek. 

It  appears  from  the  testimony,  t^iat  the  level  between  lock  No.  2 
and  No.  3,  is  short,  and  that  there  is  on  that  level  a  stream  of  water 
which  discharges  itself  from  the  hills  into  the  canal,  and  a  waste  weir 
there  is  necessary  in  times  of  fre^ets  and  wet  weather,  to  discharge 
the  surplus  vrater  and  relieve  the  locks.  There  being  a  high  bank 
on  the  west  side  of  the  canal,  the  waste  weir  must,  of  necessity,  be 
placed  in  the  east  bank ;  and  there  is  no  other  way  of  discharging 
such  surplus  water,  except  in  Catharine  creek. 
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It  appears  that  the  usoal  mode  of  constructing  waste  weirs  in  that 
canal)  is  to  fix  them  with  gates  in  such  manner  that  the  water  can  be 
drawn  through  them  out  of  the  canal  whenever  desired.  And  the 
superintendent,  in  preparing  the  waste  weir  for  that  level,  framed  and 
constnieted  it  in  the  usual  form,  with  gates.  When  he  was  putting 
it  down,  Mr*  Cook  came  there,  and  observing  what  he  was  doing, 
directed  the  superintend^t  not  to  put  in  the  gates,  he  would  not  have 
them  Aere,  because  it  was  above  his  mill.  And  the  gates  were  not 
put  m,  but  the  waste  weirj  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Gook,  was 
fixed  tight  and  permanent  by  planks  spiked  on  and  earth  thrown 
against  it,  so  that  the  water  could  not  leak  or  be  draym  throvgh. 
And  the  waste  weir  is  further  constructed  some  inches  higher  than 
the  top  of  the  lock  gates,  so  that  there  must  be  so  large  a  surplus  of 
water  in  the  canal  as  to  run  over  the  top  of  the  lock  gates,  before 
any  part  of  it  can  be  discharged  over  the  waste  weir. 

In  relation  to  so  much  of  said  charge  as  refers  to  the  expenditure  of 
public  money,  in  docking  up  a  portion  of  the  canal  between  look  No. 
1  and  2,  the  undersigned  state,  that  public  money  has  been  expended 
in  docking  a  portion  of  the  canal  between  lock  No.  1  and  2,  (it  being 
the  level  passing  through  the  village  of  Havanna,)  as  well  as  in  other 
portions  of  the  canal  where  it  passes  through  other  villages. 

But  the  undersigned  are  satisfied  folly,  from  the  testimony  taken 
before  them  and  the  actual  inspection  <^  that  portion  of  the  canal, 
tkat  tbe  interests  of  the  Stale,  tibe  convenience  of  those  navigating 
the  carnal)  and  the  maintenance  of  navigation  required  such  expendi- 
toreu  The  soil  through  which  the  canal  on  that  level  passes,  is  a 
light,  sandy  loam,  which  washes  out  very  much  and  rapidly  by  the 
action  of  the  water.  That  before  the  docking  was  put  in,  the  banks 
had  washed  in  to  that  extent,  and  so  filled  the  prism  of  the  canal 
with  sand,  in  many  places,  that  two  loaded  boats  could  not  pass  each 
other ;  and  that  frequent  detentions  were  occasioned  thereby  to  boats 
navigating  the  canal. 

As  to  so  much  of  said  charge  as  alleges  that  the  said  commissioner 
has  expended  the  public  money  in  dodcing  up  a  basin  on  which  his 
store-house  stands ;  the  undersigned  state,  that  such  charge  is  also 
without  foundation ;  that  such  baon  ws^s  constructed,  excavated 
and  docked  about  about  ten  or  twelve  years  ago  by  the  firm  of 
Downer  8l  Co.,  who  then  owned  such  store-house,  at  their  own  ex* 
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pense,  by  the  written  consent  of  the  Canal  Commissioner  in  charge. 
Ml.  Cook  was  a  member  of  such  firm,  and  now  is  the  owner  of  the 
store-house ;  and  such  dock  has  ever  since  been  maintained  at  the 
expense  of  said  owner,  the  State  never  having  furnished  a  stick  of 
timber  therefor.  From  the  testimony,  it  farther  appears,  that  this 
basin  furnishes  the  only  place  on  that  level,  at  which  boats  can  be 
turned  round.  And  thereby  is  furnished  to  the  public  at  private 
expense  a  convenience  wmch  at  all  other  places,  slapping  any  con- 
siderable property  on  the  canals  is  furnished  at  the  expense  of  the 
public. 

'  The  fourth  charge  is  ^  That  said  Commis^oner  was  interested  in 
real  estate  of  large  value,  adjoining  said  canal,  which  was  intended 
to  be  benefited  by  the  enlargement  of  the  work  beyond  what  vras 
authorised  by  the  law  of  1848,  and  that  he  was  thereby  influenced 
to  make  a  larger  expenditure  of  public  money  than  the  law  authoris- 
ed, or  than  was  contemplated  by  the  Legislature  in  the  passage  of 
the  aforesaid  law  of  1848.'' 

In  relation  to  such  charge  the  undersigned  suppose  that  it  is  fully 
answered  by  the  facts  set  forth  in  relation  to  the  first  charg^.  But 
they  deem  it  proper  in  addition  to  state  that  the  testimony  shows 
that  the  Commissioner  did  not  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act, 
nor  at  the  time  of  determining  on  the  size  and  location  o£  the  im- 
provement, nor  at  the  time  of  putting  the  same  under  contract,  own 
any  land  or  property  adjacent  to  such  improvement.  That  the  only 
land  the  Commissioner  now  owns,  adjoioiing  such  improvement,  is  a 
farm  near  the  village  of  Jefferson,  which  has  since  fallen  into  his 
hands  to  secure  him  for  endorsements* 

The  Senator  from  the  26th  having  also  presented  to  the  Senate  a 
memorial  containing  certain  charges  against  the  said  Commissioner, 
the  undersigned  have  also  proceeded  in  the  investigation  thereof,  sup- 
podng  them  to  be  included  in  the  reference  with  the  others. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  such  memorial : 

To  the  Hon.  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Jfew-York  ; 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  county  border- 
ing on  the  Chemung  canal,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  State  respectfd- 
]y  represent. 


Jh,  m*] 
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Thftti  wkbreafi,  much  iBoonvenience  "was  expeiienoed  hj  tbenf  ^^A\ 
\]y  boatmeBt  and  others  usiog  the  said  canal  duriog  the  past  sea99B) 
by  reason  of  the  shutting  off  of  the  water  of  the  feeder  of  $aid  c^l, 
at  Bhode^ort)  whereby  gre^t  obstructioa  was  made  to  ike  nairigsi* 
tion  of  the  sam^^  the  ei3)W9e  and  dams^e  of  which  have,  been  ^n^y- 
ons.  AflAj  ^^heres^s,  it  l^s  been  ifipresjented  to  your  D^empriaJistflL 
that  the  said  waters,  thi^s  shut  out  of  the  canaL  wer^  used  to.  drtve  a 
certain  inill|  the  property  of  Chiles  Cook,  one  of  the  Canal  Coin* 
missioners,  which  said  alles^ataon  your  memorialists  believe  to  be  tnie^ 
and  that  the  said  acts  are  contrary  to  law.    Therefore, 

Tour  memorialists  humbly  pray  yoiur  Honorable  body  lo  taloe  Mg- 
nizance  on  the  premises,  and  to  cause  enquiry  to  be  msule  into  the 
facts  a^ove  stated,  and  to  grant  such  relief  as  the  case  may  require. 
And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c.^  &c« 


». 


P^ocpas  Ja)ck9on, 
J.  Q.  Sf yinoHF, 
J.  I^.  Fiyer, 
BL  Whaling, 
J.  Churcliill, 
Jas^  Vurphy, 
Josh.  DoUer% 
H.  Sherman, 
Eugenitts  Grover, 
James  M.  Kckle, 
C.  G.  Wilson, 
Benoni  Peck, 
Horace  Ogden^ 
J.  H,  Chapman, 
Ben  Chitenden, 
Reuben  Phillips, 
B.  Jameson, 
Elisha  Q.  Perry, 


OrinS.  ferry, 
Wm.  R.  Williams, 

A.  Taylor 
J.  Anthqny, 

J.  Smith, 

Thomas  S.  Graves, 

George  Smith, 

H.  Jennant, 

R.  Rosebrook, 

W.  P.  Warren^ 

G.  Jennant, 

J.  D.  Paine, 

J.  W.  (%den, 

M.  Martin^ 

P.  R.  Hamilton, 

Grover  Whitney, 

Albert  Yanghn. 


The  undersigned,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  chai]|es  con- 
tained in  i^ch  memorial,  deemed  it  the  proper  course  to  subpoenal  be- 
fore tbem  and  examine  the  tnemoriallsts  themselves  in  relaticn  thereto, 
particul^ly  as  in  Uic  memori^  they  complain  of  detentions  which 
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they  &ave  Aemselves  experienced.  They  accordingly  did  subposnar 
before  them  and  examine  all  the  memorialists  whose  attendance  they 
could  procnre.  In  the  course  of  such  investigation  they  ascertained 
that  the  memorial  was  drawn  by  Isaac  Q.  Leake,  upon  his  own  mo- 
tion, and  not  at  the  instance  or  request  of  any  other  person.  It  was 
handed  by  him  when  drafted  to  Zophar  T.  McLuskey,  the  brother-in- 
law  of  Senator  Guinnip^who  copied  and  circulated  the  memorial,  and 
obtained  the  signatures  thereto.  Mr.  Leake  in.  Ids  examination,  sta- 
ted that  he  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  of  the  facts  alleged  in 
the  memorial,  and  the  only  information  he  had  on  the  subject  wa» 
from  Mr.  Horace  Qgdeft. 

Mr.  Mc.  Luskey  on  being  examined,^  also  stated  that  he  had  no  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  any  of  the  facts  alleged  in  the  menu>rial ;,  that 
he  never  had  heard  any  of  the  memorialists  complain  of  any  of  the 
detentions  on  the  canal  except  Horace  Ogden.  He  further  stated  that 
none  of  the  memorialists  were  ei^aged  in  any  bunness  on  the  canal 
except  J.  H.  Chapman,  Horace  Ogden^  and  John  W.  Ogden.  Thai 
William  R.  Williams  owned  a  boat  which  was  run  on  the  canal  by 

the  witness  Chiugherty,  but  did  not  hiaoself  run  her.  He  further  sta- 
ted that  such  memorial  was  circulated  after  the  commencement  of  the 
present  sesnon  of  the  Legislature,  and  after  the  allegations  of  fraud 
were  introduced  by  his  brother-ia-law  in  the  Senate. 

Horace  Ogden,  the  mdiridoat  referred  to  by  the  authors  of  such 
memorial^  was  then  examined  by  the  undersigned.  He  stated  in  re- 
lation to  the  matters  alleged  ki  the  memorial,  that  in  the  middle  or 
latter  part  of  July  last,  the  gate  was  shut  down  in  the  feeder  at 
Rhodesport,  so  as  to  make  the  water  nm  down  the  creek  ;  the  gate 
was  diut  down  at  night  but  open  in  the  day  time  ;  the  first  mill  be- 
low the  feeder  was  a  saw  mill,  not  owned  by  Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr. 
Cook's  mill  was  rituate  on  such  creek  at  Havanna  about  three  miles 
below.  He  further  states  that  he  was  detained  there  three  days,  but 
that  his  detention  was  not  occarioned  exclusively  by  reason  of  the 
water  being  shut  off  at  night,  but  it  was  owing  to  a  want  of  water  in 
the  Chemung  feeder.  The  reason  they  could  not  proceed  was  that 
there  was  a  lack  of  water  in  the  level  above,  which  was  not  affected 
by  such  feeder  at  Rhodesport  which  detained  them  ;  he  saw  nothing 
of  Mr.  Cook  or  the  superintendent,  and  he  could  not  tell  and  did  not 
know  by  whom  the  gate  in  the  feeder  was  closed.    The  testimony  of 
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this  witness,  upon  whose  complaint  the  whole  memorial  is  founded, 
shows  conclusiyely  that  there  is  not  any,  the  least  foundation  for  the 
charges  contained  in  the  memorial  against  such  Commissioner.  The 
other  witnesses  examined,  who  have  signed  such  memorial,  all  testify 
that  they  have  no  knowledge  of  any  of  the  facts  alleged  therein,  al- 
though by  their  signatures  they  have  vouched  for  their  truth,  and  thus 
have  placed  themselves  in  the  unenviable  position  of  havmg  attached 
their  names  to  a  falsehood  for  the  purpose  of  defaming  the  character 
and  credit  of  an  honest  man  anil  a  public  officer  of  our  State. 

Hie  superintendent  of  the  canal  was  examined  on  this  question, 
and  he  testified  that  the  gates  in  the  feeder  at  Rhodesport  were  under 
his  control ;  that  the  water  never  was  shut  off  in  that  feeder  from 
the  canal,  to  the  detriment  of  navigation ;  and  the  gates  were  never 
closed,  except  to  prevent  a  too  great  supply  of  water  in  the  canal. 
That  the  directions  of  the  Commissioner  in  charge  were,  to  keep  up 
navigation ;  and  the  witness  was  never  influenced  in  the  closing  of 
the  gates  by  any  consideration  of  benefit  or  advantage  to  the  mill 
owners  below. 

It  further  appeared,  that  the  mill  of  the  Canal  Commissioner  was 
leased  out  at  an  annual  rent.  The  mill  having  been  built  and  put  in 
operation  last  spring.  The  lessees  of  the  mill  state  positively  that  the 
water  was  never  diverted  from  the  canal  for  the  supply  of  the  mill, 
and  that  they  complained  to  the  Canal  Commisaoner  about  the  lack 
of  water  occasioned  by  such  feeder  at  various  times,  and  insisted 
upon  their  right  to  have  such  feeder  closed.  The  Canal  Commis- 
sioner invariably  told  them  that  the  feeder  could  not  be  closed — that 
navigation  must  be  kept  up  at  all  hazards.  That,  by  reason  of  such 
refusal  and  the  lack  of  water,  the  Canal  Commissioner  gave  up  a  five 
years'  lease,  reserving  an  annual  rent  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and 
paid  large  damages  to  the  lessees,  rather  than  do  what  the  memorial 
charges  him  with  having  done.  ' 

The  undersigned  have  thus  completed  their  task,  and  examined  the 
charges  preferred  by  the  Senator  from  the  26th ;  and  they  are  highly 
gratified  that  the .  result  of  such  investigation  is  so  highly  creditable 
to  the  character  of  the  accused  Canal  Commissioner  as  a  man  and  a 
public  officer.  At  the  same  time  that  the  investigation  has  exhibited 
the  entire  falsity  and  calumnious  character  of  the  charges  preferred, 
it  has  shown  that  the  public  interests  are  at  all  times  uppermost  in 
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the  mind  of  Commisnoner  Cook,  and  that  he  at  least  does  not  hesi- 
tate to  yield  and  sacrifice  Ids  private  interests^  "whenever  they  conflict 
widi  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  public. 

M.  SCHOONMAKER, 
A.  S,  UPHAM. 
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(SCHEDULE  A.) 

Tetlitnony  taken  by  Hessrs  'Schoonmaker  and  Uphftm,  a  tnajoritjr 
of  the  select  committee,  at  Jefferson,  under  and  in  punsoance  of  the 
^leaohition  of  the  Senate,  of  which  the  .following  is  a  copy: 

I^'SxiTATB,  Mcntch  M,  1860. 
Resdved^  'That  a  select  committee  consisting  of  Senators  Chuanip, 
Sdhoonmaker  anB  tJpham,  be  appointed  to  myesfigate  the  charges  of 
alledged  "tends  on  the  Chemung  ^nat,  prdetred  by  the  Senator  fnm 
the '26th  district,  against  flie  conduct  of  the  Commisnoperin  chBige, 
and  be  authorised  to  proceed  to  the  village  of  Jefferson,  Chemung 
county,  to  investigate  the  said  alledged  frauds,  and  <to  report  to  the 
Senate  without  delay. 

( A  copy, )  WILLIAM  «.  BOO  ART,  Chrk. 

in  the  mvestigation  of  the  alledged  frauds  which  are  contained  in  the 
charges  and  memorial,  of  which  the  following  are  copies: 

.ne^4ika^etiU>.b€*ingmtigat€d  by  ike  Smote  ccmmii(ee  agpamted  4o 
investigate  the  doings  of  the  acting  Canal  Commissioner  on  the 
Chemung  canal j  tinder  the  act  in  relation  to  the  Chemung  canals 
jnxssed  ^prU  10,  ISiS. 

^^iFimt.  The  said  Commissioner  has  caused  the  construction  of  the 
Cbenung'canal  itiamitii  intersection  with  the  Catharine  cr^^  to  the 
Saneea  lake,  to4>e  maide.and  constructedrof  greater-dimensions  than 
authorised  by:kw,  and  greater  than  the  Chemung  canal, as- said- eanal 
WW  by  ktw  designated  and  surveyed,  thereby  incicacbg  the  cost  of 
Ibe^work  beyoi^ -what  was  authorised  by  the  actiohiqp.  Srl&of  the 
laws  of  1848. 

^  Second,  That  said  Commissioner  has  enlarged  the  Chemung  canal 
firom  its  intersection  with  Oatharinecieek  to  lode  No.  1,  Mithout  any 
«nthority  of  law. 


22  f SnATS 

<<  T/drd.  The  said  Commimoner  has,  at  the  pabfic  expense,  moved 
a  waste  wier  from  lock  No.  1  to  lock  No.  2  on  said  canal,  by  which 
the  waste  water  from  said  canal  is  now  discharged  into  the  mill  pond 
of  his  flooring-mill,  thereby  increasbg  his  supply  of  water  without  in 
any  way  benefitbg  said  canal ;  and  that  he  has  directed  the  expen- 
diture of  public  money  in  docking  up  portion  of  said  canal  between 
lock  No.  1  and  2.  and  on  which  portion  of  said  canal  said  Commis- 
sioner owned  a  mill,  two  ware-houses  and  a  glass  factory,  and  that 
he  has  also  expended  the  public  money  in  docking  up  a  baan  on 
which  his  |tore-house  stands. 

^^  Fourth.  That  said  Commissioner  was  interested  b  real  estate  of 
large  value  adjoining  said  canal,  which  was  intended  to  be  benefitted 
by  the  enlargement  of  the  work  beyond  what  was  authorised  by  the 
law  of  1848,  and  that  he  was  thereby  influenced  to  make  a  larger  ex- 
penditure of  public  money  than  the  law  authorised,  or  than  was  con- 
templated by  the  Legislature  m  the  passage  of  the  aforesaid  law  of 
1848. 

<<  March  2, 1850. 

"Signed,  G.  B,  GUINNIP,  CVn. 

^Tb  the  Cmal  Committumerf 

«  of  the  State  of  JfeuhYcrk?^ 

7b  the  Hon.  the  Legidaiure  of  the  State  ofJfeuhYork : 

Hie  memorial  of  the  undersigned  bhabitants  of  the  county  bor- 
dering on  the  Chemung  canal,  and  b  other  parts  of  the  State,  respect- 
fully represent : 

That,  whereas,  much  bconvenience  was  e]q>erienced  by  them  and 
by  boatmen  and  others  uang  the  said  canal  during  die  past  season, 
by  reason  of  the  shuttmg  off  of  the  water  of  the  feeder  of  said  canal 
at  Rhodesport,  whereby  great  obstruction  was  made  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  «ame,  the  expense  and  damage  of  which  haye  been 
gretious  i  and  whereas,  it  has  been  represented  to  your  memorialists 
that  the  said  waters  thus  shut  out  of  the  canal  were  used  to  drive  a 
certab  mill,  the  property  of  Charles  Cook,  one  of  the  Canal  Commia- 
doners,  which  said  allegation  your  memorialists  believe  to  be  true, 
and  that  the  said  acts  are  contrary  to  law  j    Therefore, 

Tour  memorialists  humbly  pray  your  honorable  body  to  take  cog- 
nizance on  the  premises,  and  to  cause  bquiry  to  be  made  bto  the 
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^acts  abcrve  stated,  and  to 
JLnd  your  'memorialists,  as 
•Signed, 

Thomas  Jackson, 
J.  O.  Seymour, 
J.  R.  Fryer, 
fl.  Wtaling, 
J.  Churchill, 
Jas.  Murphy, 
Josh.  Dollern, 
B»  Shennan, 
Eugenius  Grover, 
James  M.  Pickle, 
C.  G.  WUson, 
Benoni  Pedc, 
Horaoe  Ogden, 
•J.  xL  Chapman, 
Ben.  Chitenden, 
Reuben  Phillips^ 
B.  Jameson, 
Elisha  H«  Perry, 
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gtant  such  reKef  as  the  case  may  require, 
in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c,  &c. 

Oiin  S.  Perry, 
Wm.  R.  Williams, 
A.  Taylor, 
J.  Anthony, 
J.  Smith, 

Thomas  S,  Grayes, 
*George  Smith, 
fl.  Jennant, 
R.  Rosebrook, 
W.  P.  Warrea, 
G.  Jennant, 
J.  D.  Paine, 
J.  W.  Ogdenp 
M.  Martin, 
P.  R.  Hamihon, 
Grover  Whitney, 
Albert  Vaughaa. 


.Zophar  T.  McLuskeg.  I  reside  in  Jefferson,  Chemung  connty; 
JiaTe  resided  there  ^rmanently  for  six  years  last  past ;  am  a  painter 
by  trade  ;  now  under-sheriff  of  Chemung  county  ;  aged  forty-seren 
^ears.  Enow  Charles  Cook,  acting  Canal  Commissioner;  believe 
there  is  a  feeder  to  the  Cbenrang  cand  at  Rhodesport.  The  ^ream 
wifli  which  {he  feeder  connects  is  a  part  of  Catharine  creek  ;  I  was 
^long  there  during  the  last  season ;  Imow  notbing  personally  about 
the  shutting  off  the  water  of  the  feeder  from  the  canal  during  last 
season. 

On  being  shown  the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  Chemung 
county,  bordering  on  the  canal,  and  being  asked  Whether  there  were 
any  facts  contained  in  such  memorial  of  which  he  had  any  personal 
knowledge,  stated,  that  there  was  not }  there  was  something  connect- 
ed with  the  water  and  not  stated  in  the  memorial,  which  might  be 
embraced  in  it — that  is  in  regard  to  the  waste- wier  from  the  canal  to 
the  millpond.  I  happened  along  there  this  last  season,  and  found 
they  were  about  completing  a  ditch  from  the  caoal,  aboTe  lock  No.  2 
to  the  creek,  abore  the  pond ;  no  water  was  yet  running  in  it;  there 


'ihin  "no  ^Ter  in  that  leyel  of  Hie  canftl^  it  wits  all  nSew  tad  freab;  tU» 
was  In  the  boatbg  season,  and  it  w  sij  iinpresdoit  it  ww  tbe  lattar 
part  of  the  boating  season.  I  have  passed  it  since  that  time  and  ftaw 
no  differenee  etcept  that  it  Aowed  the  wear  of  water  sone«  When 
I  first  obaerted  it  Aere  was  a  waste  frame  put  in  ;  there  were  some 
men  to  work  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  canal,  at  the  old  waste-wier. 
Haye  never  examined  the  waste-wier  particularly  since*  The  old 
waste-wier  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  canal,  aro«nd  lode  No.  2 ; 
and  that  waste-mer  is  there  still.  Have  never  been  along  there  ance; 
the  waste- vner  was  there;  \ixkt  the  water  was  in  the  canal.  Know  no- 
thing about  the  height  of  the  new  vraste^^ier  as  compared  with  the 
old  one ;  know  'nothing  about  the  height  of  the  new  waste- wier  a» 
compared  with  the  height  of  lock-gates ;  do  not  know  whether  or 
not  there  is  any  gate  in  the  waste-weir. 

Z.  *r.  McLUSKEY. 


Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  ) 
this  29th  day  of  March,  1850.  ) 

M.  SCHOONMAKEB, 

A.  S.  Ufhah. 

James  H.  Chbpmik.'^l  Mve  in  Jefferson,  Chemung  covhtyf  have 
resided  there  four  years  last  past ;  am  a  merchant,  a^d  tweilty-six 
years.  On  being  shown  a  copy  of  the  memorial  of  certain  citizens 
of  Chemdng  county,  living  on  the  borders  of  the  Chemung  canal, 
'8igneil1>y  Thomas  Jackson,  J.  H.  Chapman,  afnd  others,  states,  I 
t}iiak  Idid  sign  a  memorial  of  that  character,  bat  have  no  personal 
knowledge  of  any  of  the  facts  contained  in  it. 

J.  H.  CHAPMAN. 

Sworn  and  exammed  before  us,  this  ) 
^tli  day  bf  March,  1850.       ] 

M.   ScBOOKttAJEftS, 

A.  S.  Ufham. 

Mr.  Chapman  being  recalled,  states,  that  of  the  persons  whose 
names  are  on  that  memorial,  I  am  not  acquainted  vnth  Thomas  Jack- 
gOD,  J.  Churchill,  James  Murphy,  Joseph  DoUern^  C.  O.  Wilson, 
3,  ^ithy  R.  Rosebrook,  Albert  Yaughan,  and  Thomas  S.  Graves. 
I  hate  been  a  merchant  and  clerk  in  this  place,  for  four  years  lasipast 
The*  dthera  I  am  acquainted  with,  and  they  all  reside  in  Jefferaon,  ex* 
c^  Qeorge  Stnith^  and  Reuben  Philips.  Of  those  residing  in  Jef- 
feriiooi  J.  O  Seymour,  and  J.  R.  Fryer,  are  absent,  one  at  New-Tock 
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ami  the  other  kft  for  Dundee  this  morniiig  sick.  I  think  that  Mr.  Z. 
T»  McLuskey  presented  the  memorial  to  me  for  my  signature. 
Smith  and  Phillips  reside  about  3  or  3  miles  from  here. 

J.  H.CHAPMAN. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us  tins  ) 
.29th  d^  of  March,  i860,         I 

M.   SCHOOKMAKEB) 

A.  S.  Ufham. 

Horace  Ogden, — ^I  live  in  Jefferson,  Cheniang  county;  have  resided 
there  about  twelve  years  last  past ;  have  been  boating  the  last  fetr 
years;  am  "a  harness  maker  by  trade,  and  am  upwilrds  of  forty  yeafb 
of  age. 

On  being  shown  the  copy  of  the  memorial  referred  to  in  testimony 
of  prevkras  witnesses,  says  :  I  signed  such  a  memorial;  I  think  that 
'Mr.  Mdiuskey  presented  it  to  me,  but  am  not  sore  he  spoke  to  atte 
about  it.  On  being  asked  what  facts  contained  tiierein  he  knew, 
Mated,  that  about  the  middle  or  last  part  of  July,  the  water  was 
■hut  off  from  the  canal.  The  gate  was  shut  down  in  the  feeder  at 
&hodeq>ort,  so  as  to  mike  tiie  water  nm  down  the  creek.  We 
Were  there  two  w  three  days;  the  gate  was  shut  down  nights,  and 
in  the  morning  boatmen  would  go  and  raise  it  again,  so  as  to  let  the 
water  in  the  canal  I  do  not  know  who  shut  down  the  gate;  I  did 
not  see  any  body  do  it ;  saw  Dewitt  Smith  go  in  the  morning,  as  he 
said,  to  raise  the  gates.  The  first  mill  on  the  creek  below  the  feeder, 
is  a  saw  mill,  not  owned  by  Mr.  Charles  Cook  that  I  know  of,  but 
I  do  not  know  who  owns  it.  I  believe  there  is  no  other  mill  below 
that  feeder,  than  the  saw  mill,  until  you  come  to  Mr.  Cook's  mill. 
Mr.  Cook's  mill  is  situate  at  Havana;  that  is  about  tiuree  miles 
below  this  feeder ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  shut  off  at  any  other 
time;  I  never  was  along  there  at  any  other  time  that  there  was  any 
detention  ;  at  that  time  we  were  detained  there  those  three  days  by  the 
want  of  "water.  I  saw  a  notice  on  the  gate,  for  boatman  not  to 
meddle  with  it.  I  did  not  know  the  handwriting  in  which  the  no- 
tice was  ;  I  did  not  see  anything  of  Mr.  Cook^  the  Canal  Commis- 
sioftiH',  there  at  that  time  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  home  at  that 
time  or  not.  Caleb  Allen  was  the  superintendent  of  the  canal ;  I  do 
not  recollect  that  I  saw  him  during  my  detention  at  that  place ;  saw 
him  on  the  line  of  the  canal  during  that  trip,  but  not  there ;  we 
were  on  our  way  up ;  after  we.got  away  from  there,  we  saw  him; 
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think  I  did  not  say  anything  to  him  abont  our  detention.  Oar  de- 
tention there  ^was  not  exclusiyely  occasioned  by  reason  of  the  'water 
being  shut  off  at  night ;  it  was  owing  to  a  want  of  water  in  the 
Chemung  feeder.  This  feeder  comes  in  between  locks  No.  9  and 
10  I  that  level  is  about  forty  rods  or  less,  in  length.  The  feeder 
is  nearer  lock  No.  10,  than  lock  No.  9 ;  we  lay  in  lock  No.  9,  a 
short  time  one  day,  then  shoved  out,  and  lay  near  the  middle  of  die 
level,  the  rest  of  the  time  ;  we  would  be  aground  in  the  morning, 
but  not  in  the  day  time  :  the  reason  we  did  not  proceed  ap  when  we 
were  not  aground  was,  that  there  was  a  lack  of  water  on  the  levd 
above ;  the  level  above  was  not  affected  by  this  feeder  ;  and  there 
was  a  lack  of  water  along  the  whole  line  of  the  canal ;  when  there 
was  enough  water  on  that  level  for  us  to  move  up,  we  were  prevent- 
ed from  going  up,  by  the  lack  of  water  above.  There  was  a  boat 
heavily  laden,  which  lay  in  lock  No .  10,  and  could  not  get  out  for 
the  want  of  water  in  the  level  above  ;  even  if  the  gates  in  the  feeder 
had  not  been  closed  at  night,  we  could  not  have  got  out  of  the  level* 
The  cause  of  our  detention,  was  th^t  we  could  not  be  locked  through 
by  reason  of  low  water  above  lock  No.  10 ;  there  was  a  boat  in 
almost  every  lock  above ;  when  we  got  up  at  the  summit,  we  found 
the  State  hands  at  work  there,  but  did  not  see  any  below ;  at  this 
time,  the  «itire  navigation  of  the'  Chemung  canal,  above  lock  No.  10, 
was  interrupted  in  consequence  of  v^ant  of  water  in  the  Chemung 

feeder. 

HORACE  OGDEN. 
Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  this  ) 
29th  day  of  March,  1%0.        5 

M.  SCHOOMHAKER, 

^      A.  S*  Upham. 

Benoni  Peck,  being  duly  sworn,  says :  I  live  in  Jefferson,  Chemung 
county  I  have  lived  tb^re  between  19  and  20  years  ;  am  a  tailor  by 
trade ;  forty-four  years  of  age.  On  being  shown  said  memorial,  says, 
I  signed  a  memorial  of  that  description ;  think  Mr.  McLusky  pre^ 
sented  it  to  me  for  my  signature,  but  am  not  positive.  I  have  no 
knowledge  personally  of  any  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  such  memorial. 

BENONI  PECK. 
Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  this  ) 
29th  day  of  March,  1850.        J 

M,   SCHOONKAKEA^ 

A.  S.  Upham. 
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Jonah  D,  Painty  being  duly  sworn  and  examined,  says :  I  live  in  Jef- 
ferson, Chemung  county  ;  have  resided  there  about  two  years  ;  za\ 
somewhat  over  19  years  of  age  ;  am  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  T.  H. 
Abby  &  Co.  On  being  shown  said  memorial,  says,  I  signed  a  paper 
of  that  description ;  think  Mr.  McLusky  presented  it  to  me  for  my 
agnature ;  know  nothing  personally  in  relation  to  any  of  the  facts 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Rosebrook ;  he 
kept  a  grocery  here,  and  has  left  town  ;  I  do  not  know  where  he  has 
gone  9  1  know  none  of  the  other  persons  mentioned  in  Mr.  Chapman's 

testimony,  as  unknown  by  him. 

J.  D,  PAINE. 

Sowm  and  examined  before  us,  this  ? 
29th  day  of  March,  1850.        \ 

M.    SCHOONMAKER, 

A.  S.  Ufhah. 

CoftTi  G.  Wilson^  being  duly  sworn,  says  :  I  live  in  Jefferson,  Che- 
mung county ;  have  resided  there  four  months ;  previous  to  that  time 
Tended  in  the  city  of  Rochester ;  am  aged  36  years.  On  being 
shown  copy  of  said  memorial,  says,  it  is  a  copy  of  the  one  I  signed,  I 
believe ;  I  know  but  very  little  of  the  facts  alleged  ;  my  knowledge 
Vk  entirely  from  hearsay ;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  whatever  of 
it ;  I  am  not  poatlve,  but  think  it  was  Mr.  McLusky  who  presented 

the  paper  to  me  for  my  signature. 

COLIN  Q.  WILSON. 
Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  ? 
this  29th  March,  1850.        \ 

M.  SCHOONMAKIE, 
A.   S.    UPHAM. 

Isaac  Q.  Letffte,  being  duly  sworn  says  :  I  live  in  the  town  of  Red- 
dmg,  Steuben  county ;  it  is  within  the  corporate  bounds  of  the  village 
of  Jefferson  ;  I  have  lived  there  since  the  year  1828 ;  am  67  years  of 
age;  I  do  nothing  at  present ;  I  have  been  at  various  occupations; 
once  a  merchant,  then  cashier  of  a  bank,  afterwards  State  printer. 
On  being  shewn  said  copy  of  memorial,  says,  I  never  saw  the  one  pre- 
sented Xo  the  Senate,  but  have  no  doubt  I  furnished  the  original  draft 
for  the  one  which  was  presented.  I  rather  think  it  was  drawn  on  my 
own  motion .;  I  doubt  whether  it  was  at  the  instance  or  request  of 
any  body ;  I  presume  I  had  conversations  with  individuals  who  made 
the  complaints ;  I  cannot  say  who  those  individuals  were ;  I  think  I 


li^rd  Mr.  Bcface  Ogden  eompkin,  he  was  the  only  one  I  heard  oom- 
plaih  who  was  coayenant  with  the  facts,  and  he  said  tfiat  the  complaint 
Was  not  confined  to  him.  I  handed  the  draft  to  Mr.  McLusky,  if  I 
am  not  mistaken ;  I  thmk  I  did.  I  hare  not  any  personal  knowledge 
of  Kny  of  the  matters  alleged  in  tiie  memorial.  Mr.  Ogden's  com* 
plsdnts  wete  during  the  navigation ;  I  do  not  recollect  hearing  him 
complain  more  than  once,  although  I  think  it  is  quite  probable  I  did. 
Horace  Ogden  is  the  only  person  whose  name  is  on  the  memorial, 
who  has  any  particular  knowledge  of  the  facts  to  my  knowledge  ;  no 
other  person  not  on  the  memorial  which  I  can  advise  to  be  subpoenaed, 
except  Mr.  Robert  Mills,  the  lessee,  and  the  miller  at  Cook's  mills. 

I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Jefferson  in  re- 
lation to  the  Chemung  canal ;   I  was  appointed  on  a  committee  by 
the  meeting,  but  was  not  present ;  this  meeting  was  previous  to  the 
2l8t  of  December,  1848 ;  the  proceedings  were  never  published  ^  I 
drew  up  the  memorial  as  a  member  of  that  committee ;  it  was  pre- 
sented at  an  adjourned  meeting,  appro\  ed  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  * 
I  was  present  at  the  second  meeting,  presented  the  memorial,  and 
read  it;  Robert  Mills  vnis  chairman,  and  Enoch  Aimisted  secretaiy 
of  the  meeting ;  Edward  Quinn  and  E.  W.  Jervis  were  my  asso- 
ciates on  the  conmiittee ;  tbey  did  not  aid  me  in  drawing  up  the  me- 
morial ;  I  think  I  did  not  submit  it  to  the  others  before  I  presented  it 
to  the  meeting ;  that  meeting  vras  held  in  the  bar  room  of  the  Jeffer- 
son House ;  the  meeting  was  a  very  thin  one  ;  the  room  in  which  it 
was  held  is  about  twenty  feet  square ;   the  room  was  not  full ;  can- 
not say  how  many  were  in  attendance  ;  there  might  have  been  15  or 
20  persons  in  attendance ;  am  not  sure  but  there  were  more,  or  that 
there  were  so  many  ;  those  attending  the  second  meeting  resided  in 
the  Tillage  of  Jefferson  ;  the  second  meeting  was  held  subsequent  to 
the  26th  December,  1848,  and  I  thmk  about  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  of  the  Legislature  in  1848. 

The  part  of  the  Chemung  canal  between  its  intersection  with  Ca- 
tharine creek  and  Lode  No.  1,  is  called  the  Bmyton  cut ;  the  Bzay- 
ten  cut  wasbcfbre  the  enlargement  26  feet  wide  at  the  bottom. 

As  to  the  third- and  fourth  charges,  I  hanre  no  personal  knowledge 
in  relation  to  them.  I  asked  Senator  Guinnip  upon  what  authority 
he  made  "those  charges,  and  he  told  witness  that  Caleb  Allen,  the 
superintendent  of  the  canal  last  year,  had  told  lum  that  he  had 
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docked  up  the  basin  of  Mr.  Cook  and  the  canal  opposite  at  the  public 
expense,  or  words  to  that  import.  He,  Mr.  Allen,  had  been  canal 
superintendent  two  years  i  his  tenn  expired  last  winter,  aa  I  ha've 
been  informed.  I  do  not  know»  that  before  July,  IS^S*,  CommissiQnc^' 
Cook  owned  any  property  north  of  Lock  No.  1,.  and  between  iioek 
No.  1  and  the  lake ;  he  has,.  I  am  infomedi  become  interested  ift 
some  lands  north  of  Lock  No»  1,  and  between  it  and  Senaca  Lake 
very  recently. 

On  being  asked  whether  there  are  any  other  matters  which  he 

t  knows,  or  can  state,  in  relation  to  the  matters  contained  in  the  sey- 

era!  charges,  stated  that  there  is  a  discrepancy  between  the  map 

shown  to  him,  as  submitted  by  the  Cans^l  Commisaoners,  and  the 

phraseology  of  Mn  Wentz's  report,  of  February,.  1848. 

The  Commissioner  in  charge  has  gone  on,  and  is  completing  the 
work  on  the  Chemung  canal,  in  the  manner  specified  in  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Canal  Coinnus8lQaei:s»  pf  the  2%d  day  of  July,  iBiBx  ^ 
far  as  I  understand  them. 

Will  you  now  state  whatever  other  facts  are  within  your  knowl- 
edge material  for  us  to  inquire  into  in  investigating  the  charges  pre- 
ferred against  thft  Cano^  CommissioDers,  a  copy  of  which  are  now 
shown  youl 

I  know  of  no  other  fkcts ;  in  the  construction  of  the  Cayuga  and 

Seneca  ca^al  the  Canal  Coipmissioners  assumed  a  false  level  for  the 

water  level  of  the  lake,  which  in  its  operation  raised  the  water  of  the 

lake  above  its  proper  level.     The  vaster  now  is  about  two  feet  or 

\me  feet  and  a  half  laighev  than  it  was  laal  October.    The  rise  of  the 

water  level  of  the  lake  has  fluctuated  at  different  times.    This  rise  of 

the  water  level  was  occasioned  by  placing  obstructions  in  the  outlet 

of  the  lake,  and  has  occasioned  great  inconvenience  here,  and  to  the 

inhabitants  above  this.    I  do  not  know  what  vras  the  depth  of  water 

in  the  Brajrton  cut.    The  inhabitants  of  this  vicinity  have  for  many 

years  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  reduce  the  water  level  of  the 

lake  so  as  to  prevent  the  overflow  of  their  lands,  and  also  urged  the 

Canal  Commisdoners  to  carry  oi|t  laws  passed  for  that  object, 

J.  Q.  LEAKE. 
Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  ? 
this  29th  day  of  March,  1860,     ) 

M.    ScHOONMAKER, 

A.  S.  Uphah. 


f^^^- 
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Edward  Qtm,  being  sworn  and  examined,  says  :  I  was  a  mem- 
ber of  a  committee  appointed  to  draw  up  a  memorial  in  relation  to 
the  Chemung  canal.  Mr.  Leake  and  another  person  were  my  asso* 
dates.  I  think  I  attoided  the  meeting  at  which  the  committee  were  ap- 
pointed ;  that  meeting  was  held  in  the  village,  but  am  not  certain 
wheUier  it  was  at  one  of  the  hotels  or  not;  cannot  say  who  were 
the  officers  of  the  meeting ;  recollect  the  occasion,  but  do  not  recol- 
lect any  of  the  particulars;  I  conferred  with  Mr.  Leake  in  relation  to 
the  memorial  and  such  data  as  we  had  access  to.  The  labor  was 
chiefly  performed  by  Mr.  Leake.  Mr.  Leake  left  the  memorial  with  ^ 
me  before  it  was  presented.  I  think  and  am  confident  I  did  attend 
the  meeting  at  which  the  memcnial  was  presented. 

On  being  shewn  a  copy  of  the  charges  preferred,  and  asked,  what 
facts,  if  any,  do  you  know  in  relation  to  such  charges,  or  any  of  them? 
stated : 

I  cannot  of  my  personal  knowledge  say  anything. 

Li  relation  to  the  fourth  charge,  says : 

I  have  been  informed  that  before  July,  1848,  Commissioner  Code 
held  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of  some  land  in  the  south  bounds  of 
the  village  of  Jefferson,  which  had  been  assigned  to  him  by  Mr. 
Alvin  Nash  as  collateral  security  for  some  indebtedness  on  endorse- 
ments ;  last  season  and  quite  recently  he  (Mr.  Cook)  has,  I  am 
i  nformed,  purchased  some  land  from  Dr.  Bailey  and  Mr.  Wat-^ 
Idns. 

On  being  shown  the  memorial  referred  to  in  testimony  tA  previous 
witnesses,  signed  by  J.  H.  Chapman  and  others,  says : 

I  have  no  personal  knowledge  in  relation  to  any  of  the  matters 
contained  in  it.  The  reason  why  my  memory  is  so  unserviceable  is 
that  I  had  previous  to  the  meeting  ceased  to  give  it  as  much  attention 
as  I  had  done  theretofore. 

E.  Qum. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  } 
this  29th  day  of  March,  1860,      \ 

M.   SCHOONKAKSRy 
A.  S.  TJPHAM. 
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John  W.  Ogden^  being  duly  sworn^  says :  I  live  in  Jefferson ; 
have  lived  there  since  1836 ;  am  18  years  of  age^  and  am  a  la- 
borer. 

On  being  shewn  a  copy  of  the  memorial  signed  by  J.  H.  Chapman 
and  others,  said  : 

I  recollect  signing  such  a  paper  as  that.  All  I  knovr  about  the 
&cts  are,  that  I  was  up  with  my  father,  Horace  Ogden,  when  I  was 
detmned  on  the  canal  by  low  water  ;  I  remained  there  with  him  one 
day.  I  am  not  sure,  but  it  was  either  McLusky  or  Axmitage  pre- 
sented papers  to  me  for  signature. 

JOHN  W.  OGDEN. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us, 
this  29th  day  of  March,  1850, 

M.   SCHOONMAKEB, 

A.  S.  Upham. 

Byrcn  Jamison^  being  duly  sworn,  says,  I  live  in  Jefferson,  Che- 
mung county ;  have  lived  there  about  4  months ;  am  a  clerk  in 
Chapman  &  Seymour's  store;  came  from  Redding,  in  Steuben  county, 
when  I  moved  there;  am  19  years  of  age.  On  being  shown  a  copy 
of  memorial  signed  by  Chapman  and  others,  says:  I  recollect  sign- 
ing such  a  paper,  but  know  nothing  about  the  facts  contained  in  it;  it 
was  presented  to  me  by  Mr.  McLusky. 


BYRON  JAMISON. 


Sworn  to  and  examined  before  us,  ? 
this  29th  day  of  March,  1850.  \ 

M.   ScHOONMAKfiB, 

A.  S.  Upham. 


jamm  C  Of&om, being  sworn  says,  I  reside  in  the  town  of  Hec- 
tor, Tompkins  county,  and  have  resided  there  nearly  twelve  years; 
am  a  merchant  and  a  purchaser  of  produce;  am  aged  37  years;  was 
one  of  the  lessees  of  Mr.  Cook's  mill  in  1849;  it  was  leased  by  wit- 
ness and  Elijah  Baker  under  firm  of  E.  Baker  &  Co.;  it  was  a  new 
mill  then,  and  had  never  been  occupied;  we  took  a  lease  for  three 
years  at  $1,500  a  year  rent;  it  is  the  new  mill  at  Havana,  the  pond 
fed  by  Catharine  creek.  This  is  the  only  mill  that  he  owns  or  has 
owned  that  I  know  on  that  stream;  took  possession  of  it  near  the  1st 
of  May,  1849,  and  left  it  in  July,  1849,  prmcipally  because  of  the 
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want  of  water;  tkere  is  a  dam  in  the  creek  near  Rhodesport,  with  a 
feeder  thereout  running  into  the  canal;  there  was  a  temporary  gate 
in  that  feeder  when  I  saw  it;  I  do  not  know  of  the  gate  in  that  feedr 
er  ever  being  closed  so  as  to  prevent  the  water  ininning  into  the  ca- 
nal. While  I  had  the  mill,  the  water  was  never  diverted  from  the 
canal  for  the  supply  of  the  mill;  I  frequently  spoke  to  Ifr.  Code, 
both  pvblicly  and  privately,  and  urged  and  insisted  as  our  light  that 
thfi  water  of  the  creek  flhould  not  be  diverted  into  the  canal,  and. 
tiireatened  to  tear  out  the  dam  and  ckse  up  the  cut,  on  the  ground 
that  the  State  had  i^o  right  to  the  water,  but  we  were  entitled  to  it 
at  the  dam.  Mr.  Cook  invariably  refused  to  permit  it,  and  said  that 
the  water  musi  be  diverted  as  long  as  it  was  needed  for  navigation; 
that  navigation  must  be  kept  up  without  regard  to  consequences.  We 
claimed  damages  of  Mr.  Cook  on  account  of  the  want  of  supply  of 
water,  upon  giving  up  the  lease,  and  he  paid  it  to  us,  and  charged  us 
nothing  for  the  rent  of  the  mill  while  we  occupied  it;  there  is  not  to 
my  knowledge,  any  troth  in  the  allegation  ii  th^  memorial  as  to  the 
diversion  of  the  w^t^r^  by  Mr.  Cook,  from  the  canal;  there  was  np. 
waste-wier  between  lock  No.  fi  and  No.  3,  when  we  were  there; 
there  has  one  been  built,  as  I  have  seen,  since;  I  did  not  notice  its  con- 
struction particularly. 

BENJ.  C.  OSBORN. 
Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  ) 
this  29th  day  of  March,  1850.  5 

M.    SCHOONMAKSR, 

A.  S.  Uphah. 

Robert  V.  Skirly  :  I  live  in  JefE^r$on,  Chemung  county  ;  I  have 
resided  there  since  February  1849 ;  am  a  printer,  and  the  publisher 
and  proprietor  of  the  paper  called  the  American  Standard,  tiie  only 
newspaper  published  in  this  village.  Isaac  Q.  Leake  is  the  editor  of 
the  paper.  On  being  shown  a  copy  of  the  charges  preferred,  and  be- 
ing asked  to  state  all  he  knew  in  relation  to  the  matter  of  facts  con- 
tained therein  or  material  in  the  investigation  of  such  charges,  an- 
swers, I  do  not  know  that  I  can  advance  any  thing  that  will  do  any 
good  ;  I  know  nothing  personally,  nothing  but  hearsay.  On  being 
shown  the  copy  of  the  memorial  signed  by  J.  H«  Chapman  and  others, 
and  asked  to  slate  all  he  knew  in  relation  to  the  matters  set  forth  in 
said  memorial  or  material  b  the  investigation  thereof,  says,  I  know 
nothing  personal  m  relation  to  that :  have  he^  several  complaints 
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from  citizens ;  from  Horace  Ogden  ;  I  cannot  mention  the  names  of 
otberS)  as  I  took  no  notice  of  it  particularly. 

Abraham  Taylor  :  I  live  in  the  village  of  Jeiferson ;  am  engaged 
in  no  particular  business  ;  have  lived  there  since  the  fall  of  1839  ;  I 
do  not  recollect  signing  any  such  paper  as  the  memorial  signed  by  I. 
H.  Chapman  and  others  shown  to  me  ;  I  have  no  business  on  the  ca- 
nal, and  know  nothing  about  any  of  the  charges  or  matters  specified 
therein.  A.  TAYLOR. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  this  } 
29th  day  of  March  1850.  J 

M.  SCHOONHAKER, 

A.  S.  Upham.  ^ 

.  William  A.  ChtiAer :  I  live  in  Pine  valley,  Chemung  county  ;  have 
been  there  twenty  years ;  am  aged  thirty-six  years;  am  a  boatman 
and  have  followed  the  water  since  my  residence  there ;  I  am  a  cap- 
tain of  a  boat  on  the  lake  line  on  the  Chemung  canal ;  I  have  always 
found  difficulty  in  the  navigation  at  low  water  in  the  lake,  and  com- 
pelled to  lighten  the  boats  before  getting  through.  For  the  last  three 
or  four  or  five  years,  a  lighter  has  been  kept  by  the  state  to  lighten 
boats  so  that  they  could  pass  through  the  canal  in  the  lake  level  to 
the  lake.  There  is  from  two  to  three  feet  difference  between  high 
and  low  water  in  the  lake ;  last  season  in  (me  trip  I  lay  five  days  with 
my  boat  only  partly  laden,  and  could  not  get  up  the  canal  on  account 
of  the  bars  formed  in  the  lake  level.  After  we  got  up  to  the  lock, 
we  found  an  abundance  of  water  in  the  canal  above  ;  I  have  been 
troubled  very  often  in  passing  boats  in  the  Bi^yton  cut ;  the  soil  is  of 
a  very  loose  alluvial  character,  and  kept  caving  in  so  as  to  prevent  easy 
navigation ;  I  have  found  difficulty  in  going  through  there  when  only 
a  small  load  on.  There  was  a  dam  thrown  across  the  creek  to  throw 
the  water  out  of  the  creek  into  the  canal  on  the  lake  level. 

In  relation  to  the  level  between  lock  No.  1  and  2,  that  is  the  level 
which  passes  through  the  village  of  Havana,  and  is  docked  up,  most 
of  it  has  been  docked  since  Mr.  Cook  was  commissioner.  Before 
that  was  done  we  were  very  much  troubled  in  getting  through  that 
level;  the  boats  would  get  wedged  up.  The  soil  is  of  a  s^ndy, 
light  character,  and  washed  into  the  canal  before  it  was  docked,  so  as 
to  impede  the  navigation  of  the  canal,  and  render  it  necessary  to  be 
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cleaned  out.  llis  docking  prevents  the  sand  washing  into  the  canal 
and  filling  it  up,  and  in  witness^  opinion  it  was  a  necessary  expen- 
diture for  surh  purpose,  and  to  preserve  the  navigation  of  the  canal. 

There  is  no  waste-wier  between  lock  No.  1  and  No.  2  on  the  ca* 
nal  at  all,  but  there  is  one  between  lock  No.  2  and  3.  That  waste- 
wier  is  so  high  that  witness  has  seen  the  water  so  high  that  it  run 
over  the  top  of  the  gates  in  Lock  No.  2,  and  did  not  run  over  the 
waste-wier. 

It  has  always  been  the  custom  to  build  waste-wiers  on  the  differ- 
ent levels  an  inch  or  so  higher  than  the  gates,  for  the  purpose  of  dis* 
charging  the  surplus  water  running  down  into  the  canal  from  the 
mountains.  At  that  level  the  canal  is  at  the  ibot  of  a  high  bluff,  or 
hill. 

As  to  the  feeder  at  Rhodesport,  I  have  never  known  the  gates  in 
that  feeder  to  be  closed  so  as  to  shut  off  the  water  from  the  canal 
when  there  was  a  scarcity  of  water,  but  have  known  it  to  be  done 
by  the  lock-tender  when  there  was  too  much  water  in  the  canal  for 
navigation. 

Witness  was  navigating  the  canal  constantly  during  the  season  oi 
1949  ;  sometimes  was  delayed  a  little  in  loading. 

WM.  A.  CHRISLER. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  } 
this  29th  day  of  March,  1850.  ] 

M.    SCHOONMAKER, 

A.  S.  Upham. 

Mexqnder  Clauharty,  I  live  sit  Havana ;  I  have  \\\tA  there  and 
in  the  vicinity  about  26  or  27  years ;  am  a  boatman,  and  the  captain 
of  a  boat ;  have  followed  boating  more  or  less  for  the  last  twenty 
years.  I  heard  the  testimony  of  the  last  witness,  and  agree  with  that 
testimony  fully,  and  more  too. 

Previous  to  the  Brayton  cut  being  dug,  there  was  always  difficulty 
in  getting  down,  owing  to  bars  being  made  by  quicksands.  The 
lower  bar  was  considered  the  worst ;  it  was  called  the  Buttonwood 
bar  ;  on  arriving  there,  up  or  down,  with  a  full  cargo,  if  we  could 
not  get  teams  enough  on  the  boats  to  draw  them  over,  we,  (the  boat- 
men) did  several  times  construct  dams.  The  boats  bound  up,  we 
would  get  them  as  near  to  the  bar  as  they  could  be  got,  and  as  close 
together,  put  one  or  more  stick.^  of  timber  across  from  bank  to  bank, 
below  the  boats,  secure  them  at  the  ends  permanently,  and  drive 
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boards  or  planks  on  the  upper  side,  so  as  to  form  a  dam.  In  that 
way  we  could  dam  the  water  sufficiently  that  the  boats  bound  up 
could  pass  the  bars,  and  those  bound  down  and  were  ready  to  move) 
could  move  down  and  take  the  places  of  those  that  were  bound  up  ; 
and  then  the  dam  would  be  torn  away.  That  was  the  way  we  had 
to  pass  up  and  down  until  the  Brayton  cut  was  made,  which  avoided 
those  bars.  At  that  time  there  were  no  lighters.  Since  the  Brayton 
cot  was  completed  we  had  very  good  navigation  in  the  Brayton  cut 
until  the  past  season,  when  it  appeared  to  have  filled  up  by  banks 
sliding  in  and  bottoms  raising  up.  I  think  it  must  have  been  filling 
in  more  or  less  from  the  time  it  was  built  until  the  present  time ;  the 
inlet  appears  to  have  been  filling  up  more  or  less  every  year;  where 
it  was  formerly  15  or  20  ftet  deep  it  will  now  scarcely  float  a  loaded 
boat. 

Previous  to  the  Brayton  cut  being  made,  and  before  there  was  a 
tow  path,  or  any  part  of  it,  we  would  have  to  push  up  and  down 
with  poles ;  a  long  pole  on  one  side  and  a  short  one  on  the  other. 
The  obstructions  in  the  inlet  below  the  Brayton  cut  have,  for  the  last 
few  years,  been  very  extensive  ;  bars  would  form,  and  have  to  be  re- 
moved by  mud  diggers  and  other  means  of  under-water  excavations. 
The  boatmen  have  lost  a  great  deal  of  money  from  detention  of  that 
kind  in  that  inlet;  from  detentions,  expenses  of  draining,  and  lighting 
boats.  The  State  has  of  late  years  been  obliged  to  keep  lighters 
there,  and  an  under-water  excavator  to  keep  up  uny  kind  of  naviga- 
tion. 

As  to  the  Havana  level,  between  Lock  No.  1  and  No.  2.  The 
l^asin  of  Mr.  Cook  on  that  level,  was  docked  by  himself,  at  his  own 
expense,  before  he  was  Canal  Commissioner,  and  that  is  the  only 
place  on  that  level  on  which  a  boat  can  turn  round.  I  think  the  ba- 
lance was  principally  docked  after  he  was  Canal  Commissioner.  And 
I  think  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be.  A  part  of  that  level  was 
docked  before  Mr.  Cook  was  Canal  Commissioner,  and  under  Mr. 
Hudson 9  as  Canal  Commissioner  in  charge.  I  think  that  the  docking 
done  by  Mr.  Cook,  as  Canal  Commissioner  on  that  level,  was  neces- 
sary, because  the  nature  of  the  soil  between  Lock  No.  1  and  No.  2, 
is  such  that  the  swell  washes  the  banks,  settles  towards  the  middle  of 
the  canal,  and  fills  it  up.  The  soil  is  of  a  light,  sandy  character, 
partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  quicksand.     There  is  also  a  large  amount 


36  [SCMATX 

> 

of  shipping  done  there,'^and  frequently  boats  loading  on  both  sides  of 
the  canal  at  the  same  place,  and  it  left  the  canal  too  narrow  for  a 
boat  to  pass  between  them,  and  thus  much  detention  was  occasioned. 
And  the  banks  washing  in  and  filling  up  the  can^I,  the  swell  occa- 
sioned by  locking  boats  through  would  create  such  a  swell  as  to  throw 
boats  laying  loading,  up  the  bank,  and  ground  them  so  as  to  require 
the  strength  of  several  men  to  pry  them   off.     There  is  a  heavy 

amount  of  lumber  shipped  there  every  year,  as  well  as  merchandize 
left  there. 

Witness  himself  lost  last  season  one  hundred  dollars  at  least  by 
the  detentions  occasioned  on  the  canal  to  his  own  boat. 

If  the  level  of  the  lake  is  lowered  to  its  original  height,  the  canal 
which  is  now  constructing,  is  not  deeper  than  is  necessary  to  secure 
good  navigation  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

Judging  from  the  character  of  the  soil,  which  is  a  marsh,  and  a 
mixture  of  clay  and  quicksand,  with  strata  of  muck;  and  also  the 
manner  in  which  bars  were  found  in  the  old  wier  and  canal,  I  do  not 
think  the  canal  is  any  larger  than  is  necessary  to  secure  permanent 
navigation*  With  the  Brayton  cut  we  at  first  did  very  well,  but  last 
year  it  filled  up  so,  that  we  could  not  get  through,  without  difficulty. 
If  a  cut  of  the  size  of  the  Brayton  cut,  had  been  continued  through 
to  the  lake,  it  would  have  been  of  very  little  use,  as  it  would  in  all 
probability  have  needed  excavation  every  year  or  so.  Witness  forms 
this  judgment  from  the  present  appearance  of  the  Brayton  cut,  aAer 
the  water  is  out  of  it. 

Witness  vras  on  the  canal  in  July,  1849,  during  the  detention  oa 
the  canal  in  that  month.  That  detention  was  created  by  the  want  of 
prompt  attention  by  the  superintendent,  in  not  removing  grass  in  the 
main  Chemung  feeder  above  the  summit. 

On  being  shown  the  copy  memorial,  signed  by  J.  H.  Chapman  and 
others,  be  states  that  the  only  name  he  recognises  on  such  memorial 
of  a  person  engaged  as  a  boatman,  or  engaged  in  forwarding  or  other 
business  on  the  Chemung  canal,  is  Horace  Ogden,  who  is  a  boatman. 

ALEX'R  CLAUHARTY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  us,  this  ? 
29th  day  of  March,  1850.  ] 

M.  SCHOONIIAKER, 

A.  S.  Uphah. 


, 
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Zophar  T  McLusky^  on  being  recalled,  says  :  I  was  the  individ- 
ual who  procured  signatures  to  the  memorial  signed  by  J.  H.  Chapman 
and  others.  Am  not  engaged  in  any  business  on  the  Chemung  canal; 
I  was  not  last  season  ;  I  had  not  experienced  any  inconvenience  in 
relation  to  the  want  of  water  in  the  canal ;  I  am  not  certain, but  it  is 
rather  my  impression  E.  Q.  Leake  suggested  the  getting  up  of  the 
memorial.  He  is  not  engaged  in  any  business  on  the  canal  that  I 
know  of.  On  being  shown  the  memorial  signed  by  J.  H.  Chapman 
and  others^and  being  asked  which  of  the  individuals  whose  names  are 
on  that  memorial,  were  last  year  engaged  in  any  business  on  the  canal 
as  boatmen  or  forwarders,  said  :  I  think  that  Chapman  was  connected 
with  the  navigation  in  running  lumber  from  the  Chemung  run  to  this 
place  ;  William  R.  Williams  owned  a  boat  run  by  Mr,  Claugbarty ; 
(the  last  witness)  but  did  not  himself  run  one  ;  also  Horace  Ogden 
and  John  W.  Ogden  were  engaged  in  boating.  That  is  all ;  I  think 
there  was  no  other  person  besides  Mr.  Leake,  suggested  getting  up 
the  memorial ;  I  copied  the  memorial  after  it  was  drafted  by  Mr. 
Leake.  At  the  time  I  got  the  individuals  to  sign  the  memorial,  they 
did  not  make  any  complaint  of  having  sustained  any  inconvenience 
by  detentions  on  the  canal.  Have  not,  at  any  time,  heard  any  one 
of  the  individuals  signing  the  memorial,  except  Horace  Ogden,  com- 
plain of  having  experienced  any  inconvenience  from  detentions  on 
the  canal. 

This  memorial  was  circulated   after   the  commencement  of  the 

present  session  of  the  Legislature :  it  was  after  the  allegations  of 

fraud  were  introduced  in  the  Senate.     Witness  is  a  brother-in-law  of 

Senator  Guinnip  :  they  manied  sisters.     The  memorial  was  got  up 

and  forwarded  to  Senator  Guinnip  without  any  consultation  with  him, 

and  it  was  requested  to  be  forwarded  to  the  other  House.     John  W. 

Ogden  is  a  minor,  but  I  believe  he  has  a  separate  interest  in  his 

father's  boat. 

Z.  T.  McLUSKEY. 
Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  this  ? 
29th  day  of  March,  1860.  ) 

M.   SCHOONMAKfiE, 

A.  S.  Upham. 

George  Lane. — ^I  reside  at  Millport ;  am  a  captain  of  a  boat  on  the 
Chemung  canal ;  have  been  engaged  boating  on  the  canal  fourteen 
year^  and  upwards ;  most  of  the  time  had  charge  of  two  boats.  I 
heard  the  testimony  of  Mr,  Clauharty ;  and  agree  with  him  fully  in 
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his  statements  and  testimony,  except  that  the  loss  to  boatmen  by 

detention,  &c.,  is  estimated  at  too  low  a  rate.     And  further  adds, 

that  a  large  amount  of  property  has  been  lost  on  the  lake  lines  by 

being  thrown  off  the  boats  to  lighten  them.     Witness  has  seen  sixty 

or  seventy  boats  lying  aground  and  detained  thereby,  at  one  time,  in 

the  lake  level. 

GEORGE  LANE. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  this 
29th  day  of  March,  1850. 

M.  ScUOONMAKEB, 

A.  S.  Upham. 

George  Lane  further  testified  that — I  know  of  a  great  deal  of  lum- 
ber that  went  down  the  Chemung  and  Susquehanna  rivers,  on  account 
of  the  bad  navigation  here,  which  otherwise  would  have  come  thb 

way. 

GEORGE  LANE. 
Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  this  ) 
29th  March,  1850.  I 

A.  S.  Upham, 

M.   SOHOOIfMAKER. 

Julius  H.  Oilbertj  being  sworn,  says : — I  reside  at  Gibson,  Steuben 
county.  Boated  on  the  Chemung  canal,  last  season,  as  the  owner 
and  captain  of  a  boat.  I  heard  the  testimony  of  Horace  Ogden.  I 
was  detained  on  the  canal  at  the  same  time  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Ogden. 
Was  not  on  the  same  level,  but  was  in  the  same  company.  The  de* 
tention  was  caused  by  the  lack  of  water  coming  through  the  Chemung 
feeder,  but  was  not  caused  by  the  water  being  shut- off  in  the  feeder 
at  Rhodesport.  Last  season  I  experienced  conuderable  inconvenience 
from  the  lack  of  water  on  the  lake  level.  I  lay  there  at  one  time 
three  days  with  his  boat  and  could  not  get  through.  I  never  sus- 
tained any  detention  or  inconvenience  at  Rhodesport  by  reason  of 
water  being  shut  off  from  the  canal  in  the  feeder  on  that  level,  and 
never  knew  of  the  water  being  shut  off  there  at  all. 

'  I  fully  agree  with  the  witness  Clauharty  in  his  statement  and 
opinion  in  relation  to  docking  in  the  level  between  locks  No.  1  and 
No.  2,  and  also  in  relation  to  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  a  canal 
of  the  size  at  which  it  is  being  made  on  the  lake  level. 

JULIUS  H.  GILBERT. 
Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  this  ? 
29th  day  of  March,  1850.         J 

M.   SCHOOKMAKBR, 

A.  S.  Upham. 
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Oliver  Rotise. — I  reside  at  Gibson,  Steuben  county  ;  was  a  boat- 
man on  the  Chemung  canal  in  the  year  1847,  and  was  detained  at 
one  time  in  that  year,  three  or  four  days  on  the  ba^s  in  the  lake  level. 
In  the  month  of  December,  of  the  same  year,  I  came  down  the.  canal 
at  the  time  of  a  freshet,  and  by  reason  of  the  waters  in  the  inlet, 
coming  down  with  great  force,  which  wa^  then  used  .as  a  part,  of  the 
canal,  it  was  witl^  great  difficulty  that  theycoold  land  and  unload 
their  boats  without  being  forced  into  the  lake. 

I  fully  agree  with  the  witness,  Mr.  Claugherty,  in  his  statement 
and  opinion  in  relation  to  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  docking 
in  the  Havana  level,  between  locks  No.  1,  and  No.  2,  and  also  in  rela- 
tion to  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  a  canal  of  the  size  at  which  it 
is  being  made  in  the  lake  level. 

OLIVER  ROUSE. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us  this  i 
29th  day  of  March,  1860/]       I 

M.  SCHOONMAKKB, 

A.  S.  Upuam. 

Ira  B.  Latten* — 'I  reside  at  Millport,  in  Chemung  county  ;  am 

captain  of  a  boat,  and  have  been   boating  on  the  Chemung  canal 

principal  part  of  the  time  during  the  seasons  of  navigation  for  16  or 

18  years.     I  beard  the  testimony  given  by  Mr.  Claugherty,  and  I 

agree  with  that  witness  in  all  his  statements,  except  that  I  sustained 

inconvenience  and  difficulty  in  the  navigation  of  the  Brayton  cut  as 

early  as  two  years  ago  last  summer,  and  during  that  year  also;  owing 

to  the  difficulty  in  the  navigation,  we  were  compelled  to  go  all  the 

way  round,  and  up  the  old  inlet. 

IRA  B.  LATTEN. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us  this  I 
29th  day  of  March,  1850.        ^ 

M.  SCHOONMAKE^ 

A.  S.  Upham. 

Robei^  Mills:  T  live  in  JeflFerson  ;  occupied  Mr.  Cook's  mill,  at 
Havana,  last  season  ;  took  possession  of  it  when  Baker  &  Osborn  left 
it,  about  the  20th  of  July.  I  leased  the  mill  of  Mr.  Cook  ;  I  knew 
of  the  feeder  at  Rhodesport,  cutting  the  water  off  from  the  creek  and 
leading  it  into  the  canal ;  I  do  not  know  of  the  water  at  any  time 
being  shut  off  in  that  feeder  from  the  canal  to  benefit  Mr.  Cook's 
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mill.  I  frequently  spoke  to  Mr.  Cook  on  Ihe  subject  when  tkere  was 
«  scarcity  of  water,  and  wanted  to  know  of  him  whether  the  water 
could  not  be  left  to  run  into  the  creek ,  so  as  to  give  them  water  for 
the  mill,  and  not  take  it  into  the  canal,  and  his  reply  always  was  that 
it  could  not ;  he  never  gave  me  any  permission  whatever  to  shut  it  off. 
I  knew  of  the  waste  wier  between  locks  2  and  3 ;  I  never  have  seen 
any  water  run  through  the  waste  wier ;  I  have  examined  it  sometimes 
twice  a  day  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  whether  any  water  escaped 
through  the  waste  wier  or  not ;  It  cannot  run  through  them  unless 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  water  in  the  canal ;  I  have  been  up  when  the 
water  would  be  running  over  the  tops  of  the  gates  of  the  locks  a  couple 
of  inches,  and  it  would  not  be  nmning  over  the  waste  wier. 

ROBERT  MILLS. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  this  / 
29th  day  of  March,  1850.         ^ 

M.    SCHOONBCAKER, 
A.    S.    UpHAM. 

Ransom  H.  Guinnip  :  I  reside  in  Jefferson,  Chemung  county  ;  have 
resided  there  between  six  and  seven  years ;  am  not  now  engaged  in 
any  particular  business ;  am  a  son  of  Senator  Guinnip ;  am  aged  30 
years.  On  being  shown  the  copy  of  memorial  signed  by  J.  H.  Chap- 
man and  others,  says,  I  never  saw  the  original  of  that  memorial,  nor 
any  copy  of  it  before  to-day  ;  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  of  the  facts 
set  forth  in  the  memorial ;  have  heard  all  those  charges  made  of  taking 
the  water  from  the  canal  at  Mr.  Cook's  mill,  and  shutting  it  off  from  the 
canal  at  Rhodesport ;  have  heard  Mr.  Horace  Ogden  make  those 
charges,  but  cannot  give  the  name  of  any  other  person  ;  heard  persons 
make  such  representations,  but  did  not  know  who  they  were.  On 
being  shown  the  charges  preferred,  says,  that  I  know  of  the  docking 
between  locks  No.  1  and  No.  2  ;  the  whole  of  that  cut  is  docked ; 
there  is  no  glass  factory  at  Havana ;  Mr.  Cook  has  put  up  a  building, 
said  to  be  intended  for  a  glass  factory,  but  was  never  used  for  a  glass 
factory.  Last  fall,  I  understand,  he  sold  it  to  the  railroad  company. 
Some  years  ago  witness  lived  at  Havana,  and  then  a  part  of  Mr. 
Cook's  basin  at  Havana,  in  the  canal,  was  docked  ;  it  might  have  been 
docked  all  round,  but  think  not.  I  do  not  know  any  thing  about  his 
docking  basin  at  public  expense. 

Mr.  Cook's  mill  stands  within  15  feet  of  the  canal  on  that  level, 
and  there  is  docking  now  in  front  of  that  mill  in  the  canal  where 
there  was  none  seven  years  ago  \  cannot  tell  whether  it  was  put  there 
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for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Cook's  mill ;  cannot  tell  whether  it  was  docked 
there  before  or  after  the  mill  was  built ;  it  is  a  benefit  to  the  mill  to 
be  docked  in  front  of  it ;  boats  can  load  and  discharge  more  conven- 
iently by  the  dock  3  never  heard  of  any  inconvenience  in  navigating 
in  canal  there  when  there  was  vrater  enough ;  witness  does  not  know 
of  any  person  whose  attendance  can  be  procured  by  the  committee  to 
sustain  the  charges. 

In  relation  to  the  4th  charge,  I  understand  Mr.  Cook  had  an  as- 
signment of  a  contract  of  150  or  176  acres  of  land,  which  the  new 
canal  runs  through,  as  collateral  security  for  an  indebtedness  or  en- 
dorsement. The  contract  was  forfeited  to  him,  and  he  became  the 
owner  of  the  property.  I  believe  the  contract  was  forfeited  to  him 
over  a  year  ago ;  I  think  a  year  ago  last  November  I  heard  Mr. 
Burnet  say  that  Mr.  Cook  had  the  contract  of  the  Nash  farm,  and  it 
had  been  forfeited  to  Mr.  Cook.  There  is  no  other  property  north  of 
lock  No.  1  that  Mr.  Cook  owned  or  was  interested  in  to  witness' 
knowledge  at  that  time  ;  cannot  tell  whether  or  not  Mr.  Cook  was 
influenced  to  make  a  larger  expenditure  of  money  than  authorized  by 
law,  to  benefit  his  own  property.  He  has  during  last  fall  bought  oth- 
er property  north  of  the  lock  No.  1 . 

Do  you  of  your  own  knowledge  know  that  any  of  the  charges 
against  Mr.  Cook  for  malfeasance  in  office  and  improperly  expending 
the  public  money,  are  true '? 

I  do  not  know  what  the  law  is,  and  I  do  not  know  therefore  but 

what  be  has  expended  all  the  money  according  to  law  ;  I  do  not  know 

of  my  own  knowledge  that  they  are  true.     Senator  Guinnip  did  own 

some  land  through  which  this  enlarged  canal  passes ;  he  purchased 

the  land  about  4  or  6  years  ago  ;  ^ten  acres ;  it  lies  east  of  the  present 

canal  bridge,  the  lake  level  of  the  new  canal  running  through  it ;  he 

paid  16  dollars  an  acre  for  it ;  he  sold  from  8^  to  9  acres  of  that  land 

about  last  August  or  September  for  14,000,  to  Mr.  Bradley ;  Mr. 

Bradley  said  he  bought  it  on  speculation,  thinking  the  railroad^  depot 

would  be  made  there.     The  other  part  of  the  land  be  had  previously 

sold  for  6  or  700  dollars. 

R.  H.  GUINNIP. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  us,  ? 
this  29tb  day  of  March,  1860.    S 

M.  SCHOONHASBBi 

A.  S.  Upham. 
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William  Skellingw:  I  was  a  joint  owner  with  Cook  aod  Downer  in 
the  lands  on  the  canal  at  Havana^  where  the  Cook  dam  was  made,  at 
the  time  it  was  made.  The  firm  of  Downer  &  Co. ,  composed  of 
Charles  Cook,  E.  H.  Downer  &  witness ;  got  permission  from  the  Ca- 
nal Commissioner  in  charge  at  that  time,  or  the  Canal  Board,  about 
10  or  12  years  ago,  to  make  a  basin  ;  the  basin  was  then  made,  ezca- 
yated  and  docked  by  said  company  at  their  own  expense,  all  round, 
and  continued  the  dock  from  the  basin  along  the  store  to  the  bridge, 
being  about  45  or  50  feet.  That  docking  has  been  kept  up  there  ct- 
er  since.  When  Mr  Hackney  was  superintendent,  as  much  as  from 
5  to  7  years  ago,  he  put  up  docking  on  the  other  side  of  the  canal ; 
witness  resided  at  Havana  at  the  building  of  the  canal,  and  was  there 
at  one  time  in  1833,  when  the  canal  was  run  nearly  full  in  places 
with  sand  from  the  hill,  caused  by  a  heavy  rain  ;  the  banks  used  to 
wash  a  great  deal  into  the  canal,  and  required  considerable  work  to 
clear  it  out ;  thinks  that  docking  was  necessary  then  to  keep  up  good 
navigation,  and  it  could  be  kept  up  cheaper  in  that  way  than  any 
other.  WM.  SKELLINGER. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us  ? 
thi829thdayofMarch,]850.  \ 

M.   ScHOONMAKER, 

A.  S.  Upham. 

£.  Crandal:  Lives  at  Millport ;  am  engaged  in  fanning  and 
lumbering  business;  have  had  boats  running  on  the  canal  for  two  years 
last  past;  his  boats  have  been  detained  on  the  lake  level  by  the  navi- 
gation; knows  something  of  the  feeder  at  Rhodesport;  does  not  know 
of  water  at  Rhodesport  being  shut  off  from  the  canal;  knows  that 
the  water  was  low  in  the  canal  in  July  last. 

In  the  creek  the  water  above  the  feeder  at  Rhodesport  in  low 
water  is  at  night  shut  back  by  the  millponds  above,  so  that  there 
would  be  but  little  if  any  water  coming  down  the  creek  to  feed  the 
canal  at  night.  Through  the  lake  levd  from  lock  No.  1  to  lake,  na- 
vigation on  a  canal  of  ordinary  size  could  not  be  kept  up  without 
great  inepnvenience  and  expense,  owing  to  the  nature  and  character 
of  the  soil  through  which  it  passes.  The  new  canal  being  made  is 
not  lai^er  than  is  necessary  to  keep  up  navigation. 

There  are  17  mills  and  mill-ponds  in  Catharine  creek,  above  the 
feeder  at  Rhodesport,  and  below  the  summit.     The  usurfl  custom  is 
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to  use  the  water  by  day  and  shut  down  the  gates  at  night ;  and  in 
low  water  does  not  think  that  at  night  there  would  any  escape;  below 
the  dams  it  would  all  be  used  in  filling  the  dams. 

E.  CRANDAL. 

Sworn  and  examined. before  us,  ? 
this  29th  day  of  M^ch,  1860.  ^ 

M.  SCHOONMAKKR, 

A.  S.  Upham. 

ElijaA  F,  Vanderhoff.    Resides  at  Millpond ;  am  a  boatman  on 

Chemung  canal;  in  summer  season  am  captain  of  a  boat;  have  been 

a  boatman  on  the  canal  fof  the  last  13  years.     Witness  ha^  heard  the 

testimony  of  Mr.  Clauharty,  and  agrees  with  him  in  his  statements, 

except  that  he,  the  witness,  found  much  ihconTenience  by  shallow 

water  in  navigating  through  the  Brayton  cut  already  in  1848,  as  well 

as  in  1849. 

E.  V  VANDERHOFF. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  ? 
this  29th  day  of  March,  1860. 1 

M.  SCHOONMAKER, 

A.  S  Upham. 

Erastus  Crandal^  being  recalled,  says  that  on  the  level  between  lock 
No.  1  and  lock  No.  2,  owing  to  the  character  of  the  soil,  its  light  and 
sandy  nature,  the  docking  was  necessary  to  preserve  the  navigation. 
The  same  course  has  been  pursued  since  Mr.  Cook  has  been  commis- 
sioner, in  other  places  on  the  canal,  wherever  the  soil  was  of  that 
light,  treacherous  character. 

E.  CRANDAL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  us,  ) 
this  29th  day  of  March,  1860.  S 

M.  SCHOONMAKER, 

A.  S.  Upham. 

Peter  L.  Mallory^  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  he  lives  at  Rhodes- 
port,  on  the  Chemung  canal;  has  until  the  last  five  years  been  engag- 
ed in  boat  building;  about  the  middle  of  July  last  the  water  in  the 
Chemung  canal  was  unusually  low^  there  are  17  mills  on  the  Catha- 
rine creek  above  the  feeder  at  Rhode  sport.  It  is  the  custom  on  that 
creek  to  shut  down  gates  in  dams  at  night,  drawing  it  off  by  day ;  at 
night  during  low  water,  with  mill  dams  closed,  there  would  not  be 
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safficient  water  coming  down  the  creek  to  throw  any  into  the  caoal 
through  the  feeder ;  in  a  dry  time  there  would  be  no  necesaty  of 
keeping  the  feeder  open  at  night  to  throw  water  in  the  canal|  and  if 
the  feeder  was  closed  none  would  run  down  to  benefit  any  mills  be- 
low. If  there  was  sufficient  water  above  lock  No.  10,  there  would 
be  no  necessity  of  letting  in  the  water  through  the  feeder  ;  never  has 
seen  or  known  the  gates  in  feeder  shut  (|own  to  keep  water  out  of 
the  canal;  if  it  had  been  so  shut  it  would  have  been  seen  by  witness; 
witness  has  seen  it  shut  down  when  there  was  too  much  water  in  the 
canal,  not  when  there  was  too  little  ;  the  feeder  runs  through  wit- 
ness' lands,  and  his  boat  yard  is  right  by  the  feeder. 

PETER  L.  MALLORY. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us, } 
this  29th  day  of  March,  1850.   I 

M.    SCHOONMAKBR, 

A.  S.  Upham. 

^mzy  Prait^  being  sworn,  says  that  he  resides  at  Millport ;  have 
boated  on  Chemung  canal  for  7  or  8  years ;  am  captain  of  a  boat; 
heard  testimony  of  Clauharty,  and  coincides  with  him  in  every  parti- 
cular except  that  he  estimates  the  damages  greater  than  Clauharty 
did  arising  from  deficiency  in  the  navigation. 

AMZY  PRATT. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  ) 
this  29th  day  of  March,  1850.    \ 

M.    ScHOOMMAKER, 

A.  S.  Upham. 

MMon  JV.  Alleman — resides  at  Millport  ;  have  been  engaged  in 

boating  on  Chemung  canal  for  three  years ;  am  captain  of  a  boat ; 

was  on  the  canal  in  the  dry  season  during  last  summer  in  July ;  was 

on  the  level  of  the  Chemung  feeder,  and  there  was  a  scarcity  of  water 

on  that  level  at  thiit  time. 

M.  N.  ALLEMAN. 
Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  this  ? 
29th  day  of  March,  1850.         J 

M.  SCHOONMAKER, 

A.  S.  Upham. 

Hiram  W.  Bosiwickj  being  sworn,  says,  that  he  resides  in  Comings 
Steuben  county ;  have  resided  there  about  13  years  ;  am  engaged  in 
the  boating  business ;  have,  with  my  partner,  about  30  boats  of  our 
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own,  and  about  the  same  number  in  addition  chartered  that  we  run 
on  the  cunal ;  engaged  in  carrying  coal.  For  the  last  ten  years  have 
had  great  diiEculty  on  the  lake  level,  and  has  flo  doubt  that  a  thou- 
sand tons  has  been  wasted  and  thrown  off  on  that  level  to  lighten  the 
boats ;  have  had  from  a  dozen  to  fifteen  boats  abandoned  by  the  men 
after  they  grounded  on  the  lake  level,  they  being  discouraged  by 
reason  of  the  detention.  The  witness  has,  on  thinking  it  over,  made 
an  estimate,  and  concluded  that  through  such  detentions  and  loss  of 
coal  thrown  over,  the  witness  and  his  partner  have,  during  last  ten 
years,  lost  enough  to  pay  the  whole  expense  of  the  state  in  making 
the  improvements  that  are  now  in  progress. 

In  respect  to  the  size  of  this  canal,  is  satisfied  that  the  canal  now 
making  is  not  too  large  to  insure  good  navigation  ;  a  smaller  canal 
would  fill  up  almost  immediately. 

In  the  Havanna  level  before  it  was  docked,  there  was  much  incon- 
venience resulting  from  the  sand  washing  in,  and  affecting  nayigation, 
and  that  the  docking  on  such  level  was  a  necessary  and  proper  im- 
provement. 

The  purchase  of  land  north  of  lock  No.  1  made  from  Mr.  Baily  by 
Mr.  Cook,  was  made  for  the  witness  and  not  for  his  (Mr.  Cook's) 
own  ber.efit. 

H.  W.  BOSTWICK. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  this  ) 
29th  day  of  March,  1850,  \ 

M.  SCHOONMAKSR, 

A.  S.  Upham. 


On  the  30th  day  of  March,  1850,  the  majority  of  the  investigating 
committee  convened  at  Havana,  Chemung  county,  and  took  the  fol- 
lowing additional  testimony  : 

Caleb  Mien,  being  sworn,  says  :  That  he  resides  at  Pine  Valley,  in 
the  county  of  Chemung ;  has  resided  there  for  about  twenty  years 
last  past ;  am  aged  forty-nine  years.  Witness  was  superintendent 
on  the  Chemung  canal  for  the  two  years,  ending  this  last  winter. 

During  both  years  that  witness  was  superintendent,  navigation  in 
Brayton  cut,  and  also  in  the  inlet,  was  in  bad  condition,  and  naviga- 
tion could  not  be  kept  up  at  all  without  keeping  an  under  water  ex- 
cavator at  work  constantly,  and  also  lighters  to  lighten  the  boats 
passing  through  that  part  of  the  canal. 
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Witness  is  well  acquainted  with  the  soil  through  which  the  Bray- 
ton  cut  is  madey  and  also  through  which  the  new  canal  is  being  dug. 
Judging  from  the  character  of  the  soil  and  the  effect  of  the  action  of 
the  water  upon  that  portion  of  the  canal  and  inlet  between  Lock  No. 
1  and  the  lake,  the  canal  now  being  constructed  is  not  larger  or 
deeper  than  is  necessary  to  maintain  good  navigation.  Without 
such  an  enlarged  canal,  the  use  of  an  excavator  would  be  constantly 
reqmredy  and  it  is  cheaper  to  make  the  canal  of  such  enlarged  size  at 
first  than  to  be  at  the  expense  of  using  an  excavator. 

Also  knows  the  level  between  Lock  No.  1  and  Lock  No,  2y  where 
it  runs  through  the  village  of  Havana.  On  being  shown  and  asked 
to  read  the  3rd  and  4tb  charges  of  alleged  fraud,  and  being  asked  to 
state  all  the  matters  of  fact  with  which  he  is  acquainted  in  relation  to 
such  charges,  states  :  That  so  far  as  he  knows,  there  is  no  truth  in 
them.  The  level  between  Lock  No.  1  and  No.  2,  or  in  other  words, 
the  Havana  level,  is  a  sort  of  sandy  loam  which  washes  in  a  great 
deal,  and  it  is  important  for  the  free  navigation  of  the  canal,  and  the 
amount  of  shipping  done  there,  that  it  should  be  docked  up,  and  wide 
enough  for  these  boats  to  pass.  Before  it  was  docked,  and  while 
witness  had  charge  of  the  canal,  the  banks  had  washed  in  so,  from 
the  action  of  the  water  on  the  light,  sandy  soil,  that  in  many  places 
two  boats  could  not  pass.  The  doeking  by  the  State  was  commenced 
two  years  ago,  and  finished  a  year  ago  this  spring.  The  object  of 
the  docking  was  to  protect  the  banks  from  being  washed  in,  and  to 

keep  up  the  free  navigation.  Frequently  before  it  was  done,  boats 
were  detained  on  the  level  an  hour  and  a  half  and  more,  by  not  be- 
ing able,  from  the  filling  in  of  the  prism  of  the  canal  by  sand,  &c., 
passing  by  boats  while  they  were  loading  on  either  bank.  Witness 
considered  the  docking  on  the  Havanna  level,  very  important  for  the 
interests  and  protection  of  the  canal. 

Mr.  Cook's  basin  on  the  Havana  level  upon  which  his  store  house 
stands,  was  docked  up  many  years  ago  and  long  before  he  was  Canal 
Commissioner.  The  only  waste  wier  between  lock  No.  1  and  No.  2' 
is  over  the  aqueduct  immediately  at  the  head  of  lock  No.  1 ;  that 
waste  wier  is  still  there,  and  is  in  the  same  condition  now  that  it  has 
been  in  for  many  years.  There  is  no  other  waste  wier,  nor  ever  has 
been  upon  that  level.  Between  lock  No.  2  and  No.  3  a  new  waste 
wier  was  constructed  last  season   in   the   latter   part  of  the  sum- 
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mer  ;  from  that  waste  wier  there  is  a  ditch  cut  leading  into  Catha- 
rine creek  above  Mr.  Cook's  mill  pond.  The  usual  mode  of  construc- 
ting waste  wiers  on  the  canal  are  to  fix  them  with  gates  so  that  the 
water  can  be  drawn  out  of  the  canal  through  them  when  desired. 
When  this  waste  wier  was  being  constructed  and  put  in,  it  was  framed 
for  gates  in  the  ususal  manner,  and  the  gates  were  all  made  and 
ready  to  be  put  in.  Mr.  Cook  directed  witness  not  to  put  them  in 
because  he  said  it  was  above  his  mill,  and  there  might  be  censures 
that  he  could  heist  the  gates  for  the  benefit  of  his  mill,  and  therefore 
he  would  not  have  them  there.  It  was  then  fixed  tight  and  perma- 
nent by  planks  spiked  on  and  earth  thrown  against  it  so  that  the 
water  could  not  leak  or  be  drawn  through.  The  top  of  waste  wier 
is  higher  than  the  top  of  the  lock  gates,  and  the  water  run3  over  the 
lock  gates  before  it  can  escape  or  run  over  the  waste  wier.  That  is 
the  only  waste  wier  below  lock  No.  3  which  can  discharge  any  wa- 
ter into  Mr.  Cook's  pond  or  the  stream  running  into  it  A  waste 
wier  of  that  kind  is  necessary  on  that  level  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging the  surplus  water  in  freshets  and  high  water,  and  thus  re- 
lieving the  locks.  There  is  a  stream  of  water  which  discharges  it- 
self into  the  canal  from  the  hills  on  that  level,  and  renders  such  a 
waste  wier  particularly  for  times  of  freshets  and  wet  weather  very 
necessary  ;  and  no  water  can  be  discharged  by  such  waste  wier  into 
Mr.  Cook's  mill  dam  except  when  there  is  a  great  surplus  of  water 
CD  that  level. 

Do  not  know  of  Mr.  Cook's  being  interested   prior  to  last   fall  in 
any  land  or  real  estate  adjoining  the   enlarged  canal  which  was  de 
signed  to  be  benefited  by  the  improvement. 

relation  to  the  feeder  at  Rhod^sport,  the  water  has  never  been 
shut  off  in  that  feeder  from  the  canal  to  the  detriment  of  navigation. 
The  gates  in  that  feeder  were  under  the  control  of  this  deponent  as 
the  superintendent,  and  the  lock  tender  under  him.  Those  gates 
were  always  kept  open  until  there  was  a  sufficiency  of  water,  and 
never  closed  except  to  prevent  a  too  great  a  supply  of  water  in  the 
canal.  The  directions  of  the  C<Hnmissioner  in  charge  were  to  keep 
up  the  navigation,  and  the  witness  was  never  influenced^ in  the  closing 
of  the  gates  by  any  consideration  of  benefit  or  advantage  which  might 
be  derived  therefrom  by  the  mill  owners  below. 
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Since  Mr.  Cook  has  been  Commissioner  and   while   witness  was 

superintendent,  other  portions  of  the  canal  when  the  buaness  of  the 

canal  and  its  situation  required  it,  have  been  docked   under  direction 

of  the  Commissioner.    At  Millport  considerable  docking  has  been  there 

done,  and  a  basin  docked  up  between   lock  27   and  28,  and  some 

docking  between  lock  No.  28  and  29,  and  in  many  other  places  on  the 

canal. 

CALEB  ALLEN, 

State  Superintendent. 

Sworn  before  us,  this  30th  ) 
day  of  March,  1850,      J 

M.   SCHOONMAKSR, 

A.  S.  Upham. 

Caleb  Hill^  being  sworn,  says : — ^That  he  resides  at  Havana  ;  has 
resided  there  for  twenty-one  years  last  past.  Am  a  carpenter  and 
joiner  by  trade.  Am  aged  47  years.  Was  collector  on  the  Chemung 
canal  in  1846.  Li  relation  to  Mr.  Cook's  basin,  adjoining  his  store- 
house, states  that  it  was  docked  in  the  spring  of  1837,  and  dug  out 
at  the  same  time.  That  was  done  by  the  firm  of  which  Mr.  Cook 
was  a  member,  at  their  own  private  expense.  Witness  recollects  the 
time,  because  before  that  he  kept  a  grocery,  and  there  was  no  place 
to  turn  a  boat  in  the  canal  in  1836,  or  until  Mr.  Cook's  basin  was 
made.  Since  that  time,  and  before  Mr.  Cook  was  Canal  Commit 
sioner,  the  basin  was  cleaned  out,  so  as  to  take  the  bars  out  of  it,  at 
the  public  expense,  as  there  was  no  other  place  at  the  time  for  boats 
to  turn  round ;  but  the  dock  was  kept  up  at  Mr.  Cook's  private  ex- 
pense. 

Before  the  Havana  line  was  docked,  by  reason  of  the  washing  of 
the  banks  occasioned  by  the  swell  and  action  of  the  water  on  that 
line,  the  bottom  of  the  canal  filled  every  season,  more  or  less,  so  as 
to  interrupt  navigation.  It  rendered  cleaning  it  out  necessary  every 
spring,  and  mostly  every  season  bars  would  accumulate  every  sum- 
mer, so  as  to  impede  navigation  ;  and  for  that  reason  docks  became 
necessary  to  obviate  the  difficulty. 

During  the  time  vntness  was  collector,  he  was  frequently  called  ob 
in  relation  to  difficulties  on  that  level  in  boats  pasang,  while  some 
were  loading,  occauoned  by  the  canal  being  so  narrow,  and  the  prism 
filled  in  from  the  washing  of  the  banks. 
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Hare  been  engaged  in  boating  busmess  for  about  nine  years.  In 
navigating  the  late  level,  always  found  diiBculty  in  its  navigation 
from  the  bars  formed  in  it,  wluch  kept  so  chaogiog  that  you  could 
not,  one  season,  judge  where  the  bars  would  be  the  next. 

From  the  character  of  the  soil  and  the  result  of  the  experiment  in 
the  Brayton  cut,  the  witness  thinks  that  the  canal  on  the  late  level  is 
no  larger  than  is  necessary  to  secure  good  navigation. 

That  in  some  places  in  the  inlet  below  the  Brayton  cut,  where 

there  was  formerly  fifteen  feet  of  water,  from  the  narrowness  of  the 

channel  it  had  become  so  filled  up,  that  the  boats  ran  aground  last 

season.  ^ 

CALEB  HILL. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  this 
30th  day  of  March,  1850. 

M.   ScHOOliMAKSK, 

A.  S.  Upham. 

Charles  W.  WentZt  being  duly  sworn,  says : — He  resides  at  Havana, 
Chemung  county.  Is  resident  engineer,  in  charge  of  the  Chemung 
canal ;  has  been  the  engineer  in  chaise  dnce  January,  1848.  Wit- 
ness made  the  preliminary  surveys  and  estimates  in  relation  to  lower- 
ing Seneca  lake  in  February,  1848.  Witness  also  made  the  location 
of  the  lines  for  the  construction  of  the  Chemung  canal  extension,  and 
presented  the  plans  and  estimates  to  the  Canal  Commissioners  in 
July,  1848 ;  upon  wluch  the  resolution  of  the  Canal  Commissioners, 
ordering  the  construction  of  the  said  extension,  was  based.  The 
work  is  now  being  constructed,  in  conformity  with  said  resolution. 

Witness  has  taken  a  series  of  observations  in  regard  to  the  high 
and  low  water  in  Seneca  lake  for  several  years  past.  The  lowest 
vrater  observed  by  witness  was  in  March,  1848,  previous  to  the  spring 
rains.  This  observation  was  taken  on  the  lower  mitresill  of  lock 
No.  1 :  the  depth  of  water  was  4tVt  ^^^» 

The  highest  water  in  the  lake  known  to  the  witness  was  in  the 
spring  of  1841,  and  was  at  the  lake  9jz\  above  the  mitresill  of  lock 
No.  1,  ^ving  a  difference  between  high  and  low  water  of  4tVt  f^^* 
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This  Tariation  of  the  water  in  the  lake,  would  grive  a  depth  of  wa- 
ter in  the  work  now  constructing,  in  high  water,  of  12tVt  ^^^^ 
and  in  low  water  it  would  be  but  T-j^^V  feet.  Witness  thinks  the  re- 
moval of  the  obstructions  from  the  outlet,  and  carrying  out  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  of  1844  in  relation  to  the  lowering  of  Seneca  lake, 
would  reduce  the  level  of  the  lake  equal  to  the  lift  of  the  lock  below 
Greneva,  which  is  l^Vir  ^^^t.  The  opening  of  the  outlet  and  doing 
away  with  the  lock,  would  give  a  double  capacity  to  the  discharge  from 
the  lake,  and  prevent  the  excessive  fluctuation  of  the  water  in  the 
lake.  The  original  examination,  on  which  the  report  of  February, 
1848,  was  made,  was  made  with  reference  to  carrying  out  the  law  of 
1844,  in  reference  to  the  lowering  of  Seneca  lake.  The  base  of  the 
Chemung  canal  ^tension  was  selected  by  witness  with  special  re- 
ference to  the  carrying  out  of  the  law  of  1844,  and  is  the  same  as 
the  lower  mitersill  of  the  lock  below  Geneva,  on  the  Cayuga  and 
Seneca  canal,  which  is  to  be  dispensed  with  under  that  law.  Two 
plans  were  presented  by  witness  to  the  Canal  Commissioners  in  his 
report  of  July,  1848,  for  the  construction  of  this  improvement. 

One  plan  was  to  excavate  the  prism  of  the  canal  down  to  the  base 
established,  lower  mitersill  of  lock  below  Geneva,  and  make  the  bot- 
tom 37  feet  wide,  and  placing  a  stone  facing  on  the  slopes  of  the 
banks,  leaving  the  bottom,  when  completed,  26  feet  wide,  with  banks 
sloping  3  feet  horizoutal  to  1  foot  perpendicular.  The  witness  esti- 
mated the  cost  upon  this  plan  at  $45,686.99;  this  sum  did  not  include 
the  deepening  of  the  Brayton  cut  to  make  it  conform  to  the  new  base. 

The  other  plan  presented  by  witness,  was  the  plan  adopted  by  the 
Canal  Commissioners.  This  plan  was,  to  dispense  with  the  stone  fa- 
cing, and  give  the  canal  an  extra  depth  of  two  feet  in  the  prism,  and 
making  the  bottom  42  feet  wide,  with  bank  slopes  of  2^  feet  hori* 
zontal,  to  1  foot  perpendicular.  Witness  estimated  the  cost  upon 
this  plan  at  $40,001.54.  Witness'  estimate  for  reducing  the  Bray- 
ton cut  to  this  plan  at  $22,442.20,  making  the  total  cost  of  the  whole 
improvement  $62^3.77. 

Witness  was  employed  as  an  assistant  engineer  upon  the  Chemung 
canal  in  the  years  1840  and  1841,  and  until  the  spring  of  1842 ;  as 
such  assistant,  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  Brayton  cut ;  the 
bottom  of  the  Brayton  cut  as  originally  constructed,  was  lO  inches  above 
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the  mitersill  of  lock  No.  1,  at  Havana  ;  the  lock  was  constructed  the 
same  winter ;  the  lock  was  placed  lower  than  the  Brayton  cut  to  pro- 
vide against  extraordinary  low  water ;  the  Brayton  cut  was  left  above 
the  lock  to  save  the  expense  of  excavating  ;  it  was  thought  to  be  low 
enough  for  the  lowest  water ;  but  the  lock  was  placed  lower  to  pro- 
vide for  the  contingency  of  extraordinary  low  water,  as  the  level  could 
be  more  easily  excavated  to  keep  up  navigation  in  case  of  such  con- 
tingency, and  if  the  lock  should  offer  an  obstruction  by  being  placed 
too  high,  it  would  be  an  obstacle  that  could  not  be  remedied  during 
navigation.  The  Brayton  cut  is  about  1^  miles  long,  and  was  origi- 
nally constructed  upon  the  plan  presented  by  witness  to  the  Canal 
Commissioner,  of  facing  the  banks  with  stone.  Witness  based  his 
estimates  of  the  cost  of  constructing  the  work  upon  this  plan,  upon 
what  he  knew  of  the  cost  attending  the  construction  of  the  Brayton 
cut.  Witness  thinks  the  plan  adopted  was  the  best  that  could  have 
been  adopted  within  reasonable  limits  of  expense  to  ensure  a  good 
navigation  ;  the  plan  is  also  in  his  opinion  much  cheaper  than  to  have 
constructed  it  upon  the  plan  of  the  Brayton  cut.  The  cost  of  the 
whole  work  upon  the  plan  adopted,  witness  thinks  will  not  exceed 
$50,000 ;  this  includes  the  improvement  of  the  Brayton  cut.  The  ob- 
ject of  witness  in  giving  an  extra  depth  and  width  to  the  canal  was  to 
provide  for  the  deposites  from  the  wash  of  the  banks,  and  secure  a 
permanent  navigation  ;  the  line  of  the  work  is  over  a  marsh  which  is 
easily  acted  upon  by  the  water,  and  the  banks  slide  in  considerable 
quantities  into  the  prism  ;  this  extra  depth  and  width  in  the  prism 
will  guard  against  the  interruption  of  navigation  from  this  cause ;  it 
was  to  guard  against  the  wash  and  sliding  of  the  banks  that  the  stone 
facing  was  placed  on  the  Brayton  cut.  The  facing  on  the  Brayton 
cut  does  not  entirely  protect  the  banks  and  the  prism  of  the  cut  has 
been  filled  in  so  that  it  is  now  about  14  inches  above  the  mitresill  of 
lock  No.  1. 

Witness  thinks  that  the  navigation  could  not  be  maintained  a  sin- 
gle year,  without  under-water  excavation,  upon  a  canal  of  the  ordi- 
nary dimensions,  constructed  without  any  protection  or  support  to 
the  banks  5  the  deposites  from  the  banks  would  be  so  great,  that  it 
would  require  constant  dredging,  during  the  season  of  low  water. 

The  low  water  mentioned,  as  observed  by  witness,  in  March,  1848, 
would  give  a   depth  to   Brayton   cut,  as  originally  constructed,  of 
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3.61  fieet ;  and  ms  the  bottom  dow  is,  of  3.98,  there  would  not  be  a 
width  of  bottom  cf  this,  of  more  than  10  feet,  on  the  account  of  the 
ilidi]^  in  or  depodtes  from  the  slopes  along  the  foot  of  the  banks. 
A  number  of  boats  were  detained  during  the  season  of  navigation,  of 
1848|  on  the  Brayton  cut,  for  want  of  suflicient  water. 

The  height  of  the  water  in  the  lake,  is  varied  more  or  less  by  the 
winds ;  a  north  vnnd  would  make  a  difference  of  3  or  4  inches,  in 
height  of  water  at  the  head  of  the  lake,  if  it  continued  twelve  hours 
or  more ;  and  the  same  difference^  if  it  blows  in  a  contrary  direction* 
Its  effect  would  then  be,  to  reduce  the  surface  of  water  at  the  head 
of  the  lake. 

With  rix  feet  of  water  in  the  Chemung  canal  extension,  as  now 
constructing,  the  undth  on  the  sur£Bice,  would  be  72  feet ;  the  extra 
width  of  the  canal,  will  produce  less  action  of  the  water,  by  the 
moving  of  boats,  and  the  swells  occasioned  by  lockages,  would  not 
be  so  great,  and  would,  as  a  consequence,  have  less  effect  upon  the 
banks. 

I  think  the  docking  on  the  Havana  level,  was  a  necessary  improve- 
ment, as  an  accommodation  to  boats  navigating  the  canal,  and  that 
it  will  prove  of  great  benefit  in  maintaining  the  canal  in  a  navigable 
condition,  on  account  of  the  peculiar  character  of  the  soil,  through 
which  it  is  constructed. 

CHARLES  W.  WENTZ. 

Sworn  and  examined  before  us,  this  ? 
80th  day  of  March,  1850.         ) 

M.   SCBOORMAKSR, 

A.  S.  Upham. 


Sbt^tt  of  INTrtussSfortt^^ 
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REPORT 

Of  President  and  Secretary  of  Governors  of  the  New- 
York  Hospital. 

J^euhYork,  Feb.  15, 1850. 

SiR^I  herewith  transmit  to  your  address  the  annual  report  of  the 
GoTemors  of  the  New-York  Hospital  to  the  Legislature,  and  I  res- 
pectfully request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  the  same  before  the 
Senate. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  NEWBOLD. 
Hon.  G.  W.  Patterson, 

President  of  the  Senate. 
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REPORT 


TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THDE3  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 

In  obedience  to  the  act  prescribing  an  annual  report  of  the  State 
of  the  New-York  Hospital,  the  governors  of  that  Institution  respect- 
fully submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

During  the  year  which  has  just  expired,  the  increase  of  the  popu- 
lation and  commerce  of  this  dty,  with  the  accompanying  increase  of 
disease  and  accident,  have  continued  as  in  former  years,  to  make 
ihore  extensive  claims  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  or  helpless  affec- 
ted by  disease.  The  liberal  means  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Board  by  public  and  private  beneficence,  have  enabled  them  to  meet 
these  demands  with  that  efficiency  which  has  hitherto  secured  the 
public  confidence,  and  annually  relieved  a  vast  amount  of  suffering. 

The  income  of  the  corporation  for  1849,  with  the  unexpended  ba- 
lance  at  the  close  of  the  preceding  year,  was  sufficient  to  meet  al^ts 
current  ordinary  expenditures,  together  with  the  cost  of  one  addi- 
tional building  at  the  Blobmingdale  Asylum  ;  and  there  were  no 
outstanding  debts  of  the  Institution  on  the  31st  December,  1849. 

THE  NEW-YORK  HOSPITAL. 

The  whole  number  of  patients  who  have  received  the  benefits  of 
this  establishment  in  the  year  1849,  was  29  more  than  in  I8i8,  and 
exceeded  the  number  of  any  preceding  year,  except  that  of  1847, 
being  about  double  the  average  of  the  preceding  25  years. 

The  number  of  patients  in  the  several  buildings  of  the  hospital  in 
the  city,  on  the  Slst  day  of  December,  1848,  was  two  hundred  and 
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teTentj-nine,  and  there  were  admitted  during  the  year  1849  three 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  making  a  total  of  three 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eight,  who  have  received  the  benefits  of 
the  Institution  during  the  past  year. 

Of  this  number  there  have  been  cured, 2,589 

Relieved, 139 

Discharged  at  their  own  request, 126 

Discharged  as  improper  objects, 19 

Eloped  or  discharged  as  disorderly, 93 

Died, 361 

3,327 
Remaining  in  the  hospital  Dec.  31, 1849, 281 

Total  number  treated  as  above, : 3,608 


Among  the  deaths  are  included  116  casualties,  and  other  cases  of 
sudden  deaths  falling  under  the  charge  of  the  coroner,  which  termi- 
nated fatally  soon  after  being  brought  to  the  hospital,  being  double 
the  number  of  such  cases  that  have  occurred  in  any  preceding  year. 
Such  cases  requiring  immediate  medical  or  surgical  aid  for.  any  hope 
of  relief,  are  received  without  any  reference  to  the  probability  of  cure; 
otherwise  no  patients  are  received  whose  cases  do  not  apper  to  the 
physicians  or  surgeons  to  admit  some  probability  of  cure,  or  of  sub- 
stantial though  temporary  relief. 

Deducting  the  cases  of  sudden  death  resulting  from  casualty,  the 
entire  number  of  deaths  was  245  out  of  the  other  3,492  medical  and 
surgical  patients.  Thus  the  practice  of  the  Hospital  during  1849, 
presents  the  following  results.  Of  the  whole  number  under  treat- 
ment, deducting  those  remaining  at  the  close  of  the  year,  77xVV  P^^ 
cent  were  cured^  and  deducting  casualties  as  above  enumerated,  Iji^ 
per  cent  died. 

The  receipts  of  mcney  for  the  hospital  durmg  the  year  1849,  were 
as  follows: 
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State  annuity, $12^00  00 

Board  of  seamen, 15,933  29 

Board  of  pay  patients, 10,811  54 

Articles  sold, 109  66 

Tickets  sold  to  students, 490  00   . 

Subscription, 40  00 

Recovery  of  penalty, 30  00 

$39,914  49 

The  expenditures  during  the  past  year  were  as  follows: 

House  expenses, 826,086  59 

•Wages, 11,766  68 

Repairs  and  improvements, •  • .  •  •  4,402  89 

Medicines,  $2,727.83 ;  porter  and  other 

liquors  for  use  of  patients,$l, 123.45,.  3,851  28 
Surgical  instruments,  $321.36 ;  leeches, 

$242, 563  36 

Apothecary  shop,  for  bandages,  lint,  &c.,  636  76 
Burials,  $288.78;    seamen's  passages, 

$14.27, 303  05                    ^ 

Furniture, 186  20 

Increase  of  library,  $531.31,  and  patho- 
logical cabinet,  $118 .50, 649  81 

Insurance,  $127.37;  gas  light,  $146 .00,  273  37 

Salary  of  resident  surgeon,  being  a  tem- 
porary substitute, 287  75 

$49,007  74 

Excess  of  payments  over  receipts   for 

New-York  Hospital  in  1849, $9,093  25 

The  charge  for  pay-patients,  whether  seamen  paid  for  by  the  U. 
S.  government  out  of  the  avails  of  the  Hospital  money,  or  others  sup- 
ported by  private  means,  or  by  societies,  has  always  been  brought 
down  to  the  very  lowest  rate  of  actual  disbursement,  excluding  all 
compensation  for  medical  attendance,  for  rent,  superintendence,  and 
other  similar  items.  In  numerous  individual  cases,  and  in  some 
whole  classes  of  cases,  the  cost  to  the  institution  is  often  double  the 
amount  of  payment. 
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The  reception  of  this  class  of  patients  is  regarded  by  the  Govern- 
ors, as  one  of  the  most  valuable  features  of  this  establishment,  as  it 
brings  the  aid  of  the  highest  .medical  and  surgical  skill,  within  the 
reach  of  persons  from  all  parta  of  the  State,  whose  circumstances, 
though  straightened,  and  whose  feelings  would  not  permit  them  to 
ask  admission  as  paupers,  whilst  their  means  are  wholly  inadequate 
to  provide  elsewhere  the  professional  and  other  attendance  required 
for  the  cure  or  relief  of  the  severe  forms  of  disease. 

The  following  analysis  of  the  number  and  tunes  of  continuances 
of  the  several  classes  of  patients,  exhibits  in  one  view,  the  operations 
of  this  institution,  in  relation  to  the  persons  provided  for,  and  re- 
lieved gratuitously  in  whole  or  in  part. 

Recapitulation. 

There  were  in  the  Houses  on  the  1st  of  Jan.  1849,  279  patients, 

received  during  the  year, 3,329 

Making  the  total  who  received  the  benefits  of  the 

Institution  in  1849, 3,608 

There  were  discharged,  including  deaths, 3,327 

Remaining  in  the  Houses  on  the  31st  Dec,  1849,  281 

Of  those  under  treatment  January  1st,  1849, 
100  were  seamen, 

47  paid  for  themselves  in  whole  or  in  part, 
19  were  paid  for  by  sureties, 
113  were  paupers, 
Total,    279 

Of  those  admitted  during  the  year, 
1227  are  seamen, 

1006  paid  for  themselves  in  whole  or  in  part, 
103  were  paid  for  by  sureties, 
993  were  paupers, 
Total,  3,329 

Making  the  whole  number  treated  as  above,.,  •  3,608 

Of  the  pay  patients  490  became  paupers  and  re- 
medned  such  during  their  continuance  in  the 
Hospital. 


« 
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The  foregoing  statements  show  the  following  results  : 
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1327  seamen  have  been  under  treatment,. .     5,1994  weeks. 

1175  pay  patients, 3,504       " 

1596  paupers, 7,821       " 

4098 
Less    490  transferred  from  pay  to  pauper  list. 


3608  patients  treated  in  the  aggregate, . . .     16,624f 
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The  time  thus  stated  has  been  occupied  by  the  several  classes  of 
patients  thus  : 

3^tA  per  cent,  by  selimen. 

21  jVy     "  "     sureties  and  other  pay  patients. 

47tW     "  "     paupers. 

The  average  proportion  cured  is, '7*7 jVt  P®'"  ^^- 

"  "  relieved, 4tVt      " 

"  "  discharged  by  request, ......       SyYv      " 

.  "  *'  as  disor'Jy  or  eloped,      2//^      " 

"  *^  improper  objects,  . .        ^-g-^     ^^ 

"  "  of  deaths,  (including  sudden 

deaths  from  accident,  as 
above  stated,) 1    10  fV^      " 

The  average  time  the  patients  have  remained  under  treatment  was 

3  weeks,  3  days  a  17  hours. 
"  number  in  the  houses  during  the  year  has  been,  302yVir. 

The  governors  had  occasion,  in  a  former  report,  to  express  their 
satisfaction  that  ^^  the  heavy  expenditures  of  the  last  five  years,  in  the 
erection  of  the  North  hospital  edifice,  the  introduction  of  the  Croton 
water  throughout  the  several  buildings,  and  other  important  and  expen* 
sive  improvements,  have  been  made  at  a  period  when  they  could  be 
effected  without  permanent  inconvenience  to  the  finances  of  the  insti- 
tutioni  and  just  in  time  to  meet  the  increased  demands  of  the  com* 
mirnity,  which  have  suddenly  been  augmented  beyond  all  probable 
calculation."  The  prevalence  of  cholera  in  the  city  and  its  neigh- 
borhood, during  the  last  summer,  tended  rather  to  diminish  than 
augment  the  claims  for  other  hospital  assistance  ;  as  this  disease  falls 
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within  the  class  of  those  which  cannot  be  admitted  into  a  general 
hospital,  and  abundant  provision  was  made  elsewhere  for  those  at- 
tacked by  it.  Only  three  cases  of  cholera  appeared  within  the  walls 
of  the  establishment.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  experience  of 
the  past  year,  combined  with  that  of  the  two  preceding  years,  (dur- 
ing which  term  10,644  persons  have  received  the  benefits  of  the  insti- 
tution,) strongly  confirms  the  opinion  expressed  by  this  board  in  their 
last  year's  report,  ^^  that  these  claims  of  the  suffering  and  the  destitute 
will  probable  continue  to  increase;  not,  indeed,  with  annual  regu- 
larity, but  as  heretofore,  with  a  large  average  augmentation  in  every 
period  of  four  or  or  five  years,  so  that  the  accommodation  for  patients 
in  our  piesent  buildings  wil],  before  very  long,  be  inadequate  for  the 
relief  even  of  the  more  urgent  cases.  • 

It  therefore  becomes  a  subject  of  serious  inquiry,  how  these  de- 
mands of  humanity  can  be  met,  and  how  far  the  means  of  the 
institution  can  be  increased  and  made  adequate  to  supply  the  public 
wants. 

The  hospital  continues  to  promote  the  interests  of  medical  and 
general  science  and  education,  so  far  as  may  be  done  without  inter- 
fering with  the  comfort  and  cure  of  the  patients  ;  regular  records  of 
the  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  the  house  have  been  kept^  and 
clinical  and  other  lectures  have  been  delivered  by  able  and  learned 
instructors. 

The  instruction  thus  given  has  been  attended  by  students  from  all 
parts  of  this  State,  and  from  other  States.  The  sale  of  tickets  ad- 
mitting students  to  the  attendance  on  clinical  instruction,  and  to  the 
use  of  the  library,  forms  a  fund  which,  vnthout  encroaching  on  the 
general  revenue  of  the  institution,  has  furnished  the  means  of  gmdu- 
ally  collecting  an  excellent  library  of  works  on  medicine  and  its 
auxiliary  sciences,  now  amounting  to  6,474  volumes.  This  collection 
has  been  increased  during  the  last  year  by  regular  additions  of  the 
most  valuable  new  publications  in  the  branches  of  science  to  which 
it  is  exclusively  devoted. 

The  cabinet  of  preparations,  and  other  illustrations  of  healthy  and 
morbid  anatomy,  has  received  large  and  valuable  acces&ons,  and  is 
now  arranged  in  two  spacious  rooms,  appropriately  fitted  up  for  the 
purpose. 
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Thus  it  is  trusted  that  the  New-York  Hospital  continues  to  con- 
stitute a  most  valuable  branch  of  the  system  of  medical  instruction 
given  in  the  public  and  private  medical  schools  of  this  citj. 

\ 

THE  BLOOMINGDALE  ASYLUM  FOR  THE  INSANE. 

The  number  of  insane  patients  in  the  Asylum  on  the  Slst  of 
December,  1848,  was  119,  and  95  w^ere  admitted  during  the  last 
year ;  making  a  total  of  214  persons  who  have  been  imder  the 
charge  of  the  establishment  during  some  portion  of  the  year  1849. 
The  number  of  patients  decreased  during  the  last  year,  in  consequence 
of  the  recent  establishment  and  successful  operation  of  similar  in* 
.stitutions  in  neighboring  States,  especially  of  that  fouhded  by  the 
State  of  New-Jersey,  most  of  whose  insane  poor  had  hitherto  been 
received  at  this  institution. 

Of  the  whole  number,  there  have  been 

Cured,. •...•..••  44 

Improved, •  • • 33 

Unimproved, • • 13 

Died, 21» 

Remaining,  Slst  December,  18491, 103 

Total, 214 


The  proportion  of  recoveries  to  the  whole  number  of  cases,  though 
considerable,  does  not  adequately  represent  the  efficiency  of  the  cu- 
rative treatment  here  applied  to  cases  of  recent  date,  or  otherwise 
capable  of  cure  or  relief ;  as  the  aggregate  numb  A  of  patients  is 
swelled  by  many  old  cases,  annually  increased  during  twenty-eight 
years,  since  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum  has  been  opened  for  the  re- 
ception of  patients.  In  most  of  t&ese  cases  the  disease  has  become 
chronic,  and  little  can  be  hoped  for  beyond  continuing  to  provide  for 
them  a  comfortable  and  secure  readence,  under  proper  medical  care, 
for  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

The  inmates  of  the  Institution  have  generally  enjoyed  good  bodily 
health.     They  were  entirely  exempt  from  Cholera,  though  that  dis* 


*  £i|:ht  of  the  d«ftthi  took  pliee  in  lest  than  «  month  after  reception  of  the 
patiente.  * 
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ease  pretailed  to  some  extent  in  its  immediate  neighborhood  ;  they 

have  been  free  from  all  other  epidemics,  and  have  suffered  but  little 

from  acut^  maladies  of  any  kind.     . 

» 
The  Receipts  of  money  for  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum  during  the  year 

1849,  have  been  as  follows : 

For  State  annuity, 10,000  00 

Board  of  patients, , 27,511  37    . 

Articles  so  1  d , 394  62 

Sale  of  land, 500  00 

38,406  99 

And  the  expenditures  during  the  same  period^  were  as  follow-  : 

Hous  eezpenses, 13,924  83 

Wages,,.; 8,976  59 

Cash  refunded, 520  36 

Repairs  and  building, '• 5,984  21 

Insurance, •  474  50 

Fees, 100  00 

Total, 29,980  49 

Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures  for  Asylum  in  1849}  $8^25  50 
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Dr.  Plmy  Earle,  who  has  held  the  medical  charge  of  the  Bloom- 
ingdale Asylum  ance  1844,  continued  to  discharge  these  duties  until 
April  1849,  when  he  resigned  the  offic'e.  The  Governors  elected,  as 
his  successor,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Nichols,  who  was  recommended  to 
them  from  his  having  for  some  years  specially  devoted  himself  to  this 
branch  of  his  profession,  and  who  had  for  some  time  filled  the  office 
of  Medical  Assfttant  at  the  State  Asylum,  near  Utica.  Dr.  Nichols 
contmues  to  apply  the  general  system  of  medical  and  moral,  treatment 
Utherto  suceessfoHy  followed  in  this  Institution,  with  such  improve- 
meats  aabis  experience  and  observation  in  similar  establishments  may 
have  suggested. 

The  means  of  exercise  and  employment,  afforded  by  the  spacious 
grounds  and  garden  and  the  farm  of  the  Institution,  together  vnth  the 
pocupations  and^  amusements  of  private  life  provided  within  doors, 
which  bavtt  long  been  relied  iq)on  as  the  most  efficient  adjuncts  to 
medical  treatment,  have  received  the  constant  care  and  superviaon  of 
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a  Committee  of  the  Boards  to  whom  the  management  pf  the  Asylum 
is  specially  d^l^g^^^i  ^^^  ^1^^  report  their  proceedings  monthly  to 
the  Board  of  Governors. 

The  Governors  being  convinced  that  the  establishment  would  be 
benefited  in  many  ways,  by  providing  a  residence  for  the  Physician 
separate  from  the  rest  of  the  buildings,  have  erected  during  the  year 
a  substantial  and  commodious  dwelling  fitted  for  the  accommodation 
of  a  family.  It  is  situated  within  the  grounds  of  the  Asyhim,  at  a 
short  distance  from  the  other  buildings. 

i 

The  Governors  feel  a  well-grounded  confidence,  tli^t  the  experience 
of  the  last  forty-four  years,  during  which  time  this  corporation  has 
rendered  an  annual  account  of  their  administration  to  the  Legislature, 
has  shown  that  the  bounty  of  the  State  has  been  wisely  bestowed, 
and  usefully  and  economically  applied  ;  yet  they  cannot  close  their 
report  without  respectfully  calling  the  attention  of  the  Lesislature 
to  the  history  and  nature  of  the  State  grant  to  the  New-York  Hospi- 
tal. As  this  grant,  which  was  formerly  paid  regularly  by  the  State 
treasury,  in  pursuance  of  permanent  acts,  now,  according  to  the  re- 
vised constitution,  requires  an  annual  or  biennial  re-appropriation,  it 
seemed  to  be  regarded  by  some  members  of  late  Legislatures  as  a 
subject  open  to  be  examined  on  new  grounds  of  expediency  or  eco- 
nomy. The  history  and  character  of  this  grant  were  fully  set  forth 
in  the  annual  report  of  this  corporation,  made  in  February,  1849, 
which  is  to  be  found  in  the  legislative  documents  of  the  last  session, 
to  which  .the  Governors  respectfully  refer  the  Legislature.  They  will 
now  state  briefly,  that  the  two  annuities  in  question  were  specific 
grants  for  a  term  of  years  yet  unexpired,  and  made  by  acts  of  1806 
and  1816,  for  specific  purposes  and  for  specific  considerations.  The 
conditions  of  the  grant  having  been  faithfully  complied  with  on  the 
part  of  this  corporation,  by  the  application  of  means  and  services  to 
the  public  object  in  view,  much  beyond  anything  that  the  monies 
granted  by  the  State  could  have  efiected,  these  annuities,  so  long  as 
the  duties  resulting  from  the  grant  are  faithfully  performed,  are  vest- 
ed rights  in  this^  corporation,  to  which  the  faith  of  the  State  is  aq 
much  pledged  as  for  the  payment  of  its  public  debt. 

Whilst,  therefore,  the  Governors  will  not  only  willingly  submit  to, 
but  do  most  cordially  invite  Jthe  vigilant  supervision  of  the  Legisla- 


12 


[Senatb 


ture^  they  trust  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  call  their  attention  to 
the  ^bove  considerations  to  prevent  any  doubt  or  delay  in  making 
the  constitutional  appropriations  for  the  two  annuities  to  the  New- 
York  Hospital  and  the  Bloomingdale  Asylum. 

GEORGE  NEWBOLD,  President. 

ROBERT  J.  MURRAY,  Secretary. 
New-York,  February  8th,  1850. 
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IN  SENATE,  FEB.  20, 1850. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

« 

Of  the  trustees  of  the  Northern  Dispensary  of  the  city 

of  New- York- 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kevo-York: 

The  trustees  of  the  Northern  Dispensary  of  the  city  of  New-York, 
in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  New-York,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable  the  dispensaries 
in  the  city  of  New-York  to  extend  their  benefits,"  passed  21st  April, 
1841,  do  hereby 

Respectfully  Report: 

That  during  the  year  1849  their  Dispensary  has  furnished  medical 
attendance  and  medicine  to  19,360  individuals  as  recipients  of  their 
institution,  of  whom  9^487  were  attended  at  their  dwellings,  and 
9,873  were  attended  at  the  Dispensary. 

3,692  of  the  individuals  were  bom  in  the  United  States. 
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882  of  the  above  individuals  were  also  vaccinated.  The  said  tras- 
tees  further  report  that  they  have  constantly  kept  on  hand  a  supply 
of  genuine  vaccine  matter,  which  has  been  fumiahed  gratuitously  to 
all  physicians  and  surgeons  applying  for  the  same. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Northern  Dispensary,  ? 
J^euhYorkf  Jan.  1850.    J 

B.  ELLIS,  Pmideni.    [l.  a.J 

Attested, 

Cha's  R.  Whittxmork,  See^y. 
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REPORT 

t 

Of  a  majoritf  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  on 
the  memorial  of  the  chiefs  and  warriors  cff  the  Sene- 
ca nation  of  Indians. 

Mr.  Owen,  from  a  majority  of  the  committee  on.  Indian  affidrSi  to 
which  was  referred  a  communication  from  bis  excellency  the  Gover* 
nor  transmitting  the  memorial  of  the  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Sene- 
ca nation  of  Indians,  (Senate  Doc.  No.  59,) 

REPORT : 

That  the  committee  have  ^ven  to  the  subject  embraced  in  the  me- 
morial much  and  careful  deliberation.  .  The  memorial  referred  to  the 
committee  has  grown  out  of  a  revolution  or  change  of  government 
that  has,  within  the  last  two  years  been  effected,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  reservations,  and  the  Seneca  Indians 
residing  thereon.  Until  recently  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment  of  these  Indians  was  vested  in  the  chiefs  and  head  men  of  the 
nation.  There  are  eight  separate  clans  of  Indians  belonging  to  the 
Senecas,  and  each  clan  heretofore  has  had  its  own  chiefs.  The  man- 
ner of  electing  their  chiefs  was  well  calculated  to  insure,  so  far  as 
any  provision  could  insure,  from  these  unlettered  sons  6f  the  fot'est, 
the  selection  of  their  wisest  and  best  men  for  chiefs.  In  the  firsft 
place,  each  clan  selected  its  own  candidate  for  the  honors  of  the 
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chieftainship.  The  wives  and  mothers  as  well  as  the  warriors  had  a 
Toice,  and  all  must  agree  in  the  selection.  When  unanimity  is  ar- 
rived at  in  the  clan,  then  the  name  of  the  candidate  was  presente<l 
to  the  chiefs  of  all  the  clans  in  reservation  council.  If  approved  by 
them,  he  is  then  presented  to  a  council  of  the  whole  nation  in  gene- 
ral council,  and  if  there  approved  he  was  invested  with  the  rights, 
the  powers  and  the  insignia  of  ofSce.  He  becomes  then  a  chief  of 
the  Seneca  nation. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  system  was  admirably  calculated  to 
bring  forward  and  invest  with  power  the  wise  and  great  men  of  the 
nation.  It  was  to  this  system  that  the  Seneca  Indians  were  indebted 
for  the  great  names  that  have  so  often  adorned  their  history.  It  was 
under  this  system  that  Red  Jacket,  whose  immortal  eloquence  can 
never  be  forgotten,  was  elected  to  the  chieftainship.  It  was  this  sys- 
tem that  gave  to  the  Indian  councils  such  mighty  men  as  Cornplanter 
and  the  still  surviving  Governor  Blacksnake.  Under  this  system  the 
Senecas  have  lived  as  long  as  we  have  any  record  of  them,  and 
were,  if  not  an  educated  and  progressive,  at  least  a  contented  and 
united  people. 

Things  would  still  have  remained  in  the  same  condition  witli  them 
if  new  elements  of  discord  had  not  been  thrown  recently  among  them. 
The  sale  and  cesssion  of  Indian  lands  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State  has  been  the  cause  of  throwing  among  the  Seneca's  numbers 
of  other  tribes,  who  have  come  to  live  with  and  upon  them.  Mingled 
with  the  Senecas,  and  residing  upon  their  lands,  are  numbers  of  the 
Delaware,  Onondaga,  Cayuga  and  Oneida  Indians.  As  these  tribes 
have  relinquished  and  sold  their  own  possessions,  the  Senecas  have 
generally  allowed  them  to  come  among  them  to  settle  upon  the  Sene- 
ca lands  "  without  money  and  without  price."  But  so  far  as  their 
own  government  was  concerned  the  Seneca  Indians  regarded  them  as 
aliens,  and  except  in  a  few  instances  of  adoption  into  the  Seneca 
tribe,  have  refused  them  any  share  in  the^  Seneca  government. 

Until  the  summer  of  1848,  the  government  under  which  these  In- 
diails  had  lived  from  the  most  remote  generations,  so  far  as  the  com- 
mittee can  learn,  had  never  failed  to  give  great  and  almost  universal 
satisfaction.  The  government  was  admirably  adapted  to  their  primi- 
tive condition.  That  government  was  pure,  whoUy  patriarchal,  and 
the  affection  and  attachment  every  where  evinced  among  them  for 
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their  chiefs^  was  proof  conclusive  that  the  Seneca  people  regarded 
their  chiefs  more  as  fathers  than  as  rulers.  Some  time  in  the  summer 
of  1848  a  constitution  or  form  of  government  was  procured  to  be 
drawn  up  by  a  member  of  the  legal  profession,  residing  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Indians  ;  by  whose  procurement  this  constitution  was 
prepared  your  committee  are  uninformed,  but  the  principal,  if  not 
the  only  individual  Indian,  who  took  any  great  interest  in  the  attempt 
to  change  the  Seneca  government '  was  an  educated  Cayuga  Indian, 
residing  upon  or  near  the  Cattaraugus  reservation.  By  his  advice 
and  procurement  two  individual  Indians  from  the  Allegany  reserva- 
tion, together  with,  such  as  he  could  induce  to  attend  from  the  Catta- 
raugus reservation,  met  together  at  Cattaraugus,  and  there  pretended 
to  adopt  the  present  constitution.  It  must  be  remembered  that  in 
no  assemblage  of  the  chiefs  or  warriors,  or  in  any  other  regular  meet- 
4  ing  of  the  Indians,  had  a  single  step  been  taken  to  call  a  meeting  or 
convention  of  the  Indians  for  any  suich  purpose.  After  the  self-con- 
.  stituted  meeting  had  adopted  their  constitution,  the  ratification  of  their 
doings  was  never  submitted  to  the  Seneca  people.  The  constitution  was 
written  in  the  English  language,  and  has  never,  so  far  as  we  can 
learn,  been  translated  into  the  Indian  tongue.  If  it  had  been,  it  is 
not  probable  that  one  in  twenty  could  read,  and  not  one  in  fifty  could 
comprehend  its  meaning. 

This  constitution  as  is  generally  known,  is  republican  in  its  charac- 
ter, and  contains  some  provisions  that  are  calculated  to  advance  the 
well-being  and  interests  of  the  Senecas.  The  propriety  or  policy  of 
establishing  an  elective  republican  government,  with  a  written  coiji- 
stitution,  over  buch  a  people  as  the  Senecas,  may  well  be  doubted. 
Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said  about  their  gieat  progress  in 
civilization  and  the  arts,  the  Seneca  Indians  still  retain  the  distinctive 
character  of  their  forefathers.  Both  of  the  undersigned  have  resided 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  these  Indians  for  many  years.  If 
this  simple  people  have  made  any  great  advance  towards  civilization, 
or  any  great  progress  in  the  useful  arts  and  sciences,  the  proof  of  it 
has  escaped  them.  It  is  a  fact  notorious  to  all  who  have  resided  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Indian  tribes,  that  their  intercourse  with  the  white 
man  has  seldom  been  productive  of  results  beneficial  to  the  Indians. 
They  learn  the  vices,  not  the  virtues  or  industry  of  their  white  neigh- 
bors. The  fate  of  the  Senecas  has  not  been  singular  in  this  re- 
spect. 
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On  this  subject,  the  committee  have  been  perniitted  to  copy  a  letter 
from  a  distingtiished  citizen  of  western  New- York,  addressd  to  a 
member  of  the  Assembly.     He  says :  ^^  I  had  intended  to  bare  writ- 
ten you  in  relation  to  the  present  condition  of  the  Indians.     Doct. 
Wilson  and  others,  but  Wilson  chiefly,  about  a  year  ago  went  into  a 
project  of  radically  changing  the  government  of  the  Indians,  by  which 
the  chiefs  were  deposed  and  elective  counsellors  created  in  their  stead. 
I  knew  at  the  time  this  was  all  wrong.     The  Indians  had  not  become 
sufficiently  advanced  to  permit  this  change,  and  I  predicted  that  if  it 
was  done,  against  the  desire  of  the  chiefs,  and  they  refused  to  act  in 
it,  the  consequence  would  be  that  the  governing  power  would  vest  in 
the  hands  of  the  most  corrupt  and  profligate  portion  of  the  IndiSins, 
and  those  in  whom  the  sober,  intelligent  and  industrious  portion  of  the 
Indians  had  no  confidence.     That  the  trickish^  dishonesty  drunkeny 
lazy  demagogues  would  procure  themselves  to  be  elected  counsellors 
to  the  total  excluaon  of  that  portion  of  the  chiefs  whose  counsels 
alone  were  of  any  use  to  the  nation     It  has  turned  out  so,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  last  Legislature  recognizing  the  new  organization, 
should  be  rescinded,  and  I  hope  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  ac- 
complish it.    You  know  my  position  as  an  Indian  many  soul  and  body 
devoted  to  what  I  believe  to  be  for  their  interest  and  welfare,  without 
any  personal  interest  whatever.  I  have  long  been  conversant  with  their 
affairs,  and  fbel  a  strong  solicitude  for  their  prosperity ;  but  this  new 
organization  is  fast  producing  their  ruin,  and  should  be  repealed. 
Were  I  well,  and  my  poor  vision  would  permit  me  to  write,  I  could 
fill  this  and  another  sheet  with  reasons  and  proofs  for  my  opinion.'' 

The  writer  of  the  foregoing  has  been  the  fast  and  undeviating 
finend  of  the  Seneca  Indians,  and  their  neighbor  during  a  long  life. 
He  has  rendered  them  great  service  both  at  their  own  council  fire  and 
in  the  halls  of  Congress.  The  undersigned  concur  with  him  in  opin- 
ion, that  imless  the  voice  of  the  Seneeas  shall  be  heard  and  they  be 
permitted  to  restore  the  government  of  their  fathers,  with  such  modi- 
fications as  the  nation  may  choose  to  make,  the  consequences  will  be 
tmfailing  division,  disaster  and  ruin  to  their  nation. 

The  recent  history  of  the.  Seneca^  shows  tl^e  remarkable  fact  that  a 
minority  of  ^thei^  numbe|!s  have  exeiccised  suppessfuUy  the  power  of 
aubvjQcting  theix  ancient  gov^mmaat,  and  creft^ng  a  government  of 
their  own,  against  the  will  of  the  majority.    Although  aeventy-twQ 
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names  are  appended  to  their  constitution,  as  presented  to  the  Legis- 
lature in  1849,  it  is  understood  that  not  over  thirty  to  forty  Indians 
of  the  Senecas  at  any  time  acted  in  the  adoption  of  their  constitution, 
and  that  these  seventy-two  constitute  all  that  could  be  induced  to  sign 
it  any  time  previous  to  its  presentation  to  the  Legislature,  whether 
they  were  Senecas  or  Indians  of  other  tribes  living'  among  them. 
Very  soon  after  these  malcontents  had  adopted  the  constitution,  mea- 
sures were  taken  to  induce  the  Senecas  to  submit  to  it.  Among  other 
courbes  adopted,  was  the  withholding  the  payment  of  annuities  that 
properly  belonged  to  them.  The  chiefs  and  many  of  their  friends 
refused  to  receive  their  portion  of  the  annuities  upon  the  terms  pre- 
scribed by  the  agent.  It  has  been  charged  repeatedly  that  arrange- 
ments were  made  between  the  Indian  agent  and  the  new  government 
party,  that  each  was  to  sustain  the  other.  No  proof  has  been  fur- 
nished to  the  committee  upon  that  subject. 

But  a  reference  to  Assembly  Document  No.  108,  for  1849,  will 
show  upon  what  groundsthe  then  Indian  agent  felt  authorised  to  report 
to  the  Indian  bureau  at  Washington  that  a  ^^  majority  of  the  Indians 
residing  upon  the  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  reservation  were  in  fa- 
vor of  the  new  government."  This  agent  in  his  wisdom  decided 
that  those  Indians  who  consented  to  receive  the  annuities  per  capita 
were  in  favor,  and  those  who  refused  so  to  receive  their  portion  of 
such  money  were  against  the  new  government.  If  this  agent  had 
every  Seneca  Indian  in  prison,  and  under  his  control,  and  upon  his 
oflFer  of  bread  to  sustain  life,  a  majority  should  take,  eat  and  live,  he 
might  just  as  well  decide  that  the  Senecas  were  in  favor  of  their  im- 
prisonment, and  opposed  to  liberty  of  action. 

Yet  such  was  the  report  that  was  made  by  the  sub- Indian  agent  to 
the  Indian  Department,  at  Washington.  The  consequence  was  that 
Mr.  Medill,  of  the  Indian  bureau,  on  the  2d  Feb.,  1849,  advised  the 
sub-agent  that  "  the  new  form  of  government  of  the  Indians  on  the 
Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  reservations  will  be  recognised  by  the  gov- 
emmentj  and  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  the  relations  of  the  govern- 
ment with  those  Indians  will  be  msade  to  conform  thereto.' '  See  As- 
sembly Doc.  108,  of  1849. 

Thus  did  a  small  minority  of  the  Seneca  Indians,  led  on  by  a  Cay- 
ugay  in  the. short  space  of  a  few.numths  effect  a  revolution,  deposing 
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Ihe  chiefs  and  rulers  of  this  people,  and  by  their  own  instrument  de- 
clare that  their  own  men  should  be  officers.  They  named,  created 
and  installed  their  officers  without  asking  the  Senecas  to  ratify  or 
reject  their  action  on  the  subject.  Then  commenced  the  struggle  for 
the  mastery.  While  this  struggle  was  going  on,  and  before  any 
election  under  the  pretended  constitution  was  held,  the  government 
at  Washington  gives  to  this  most  glaring  usurpation,  character  and 
strength  by  declaring  it  "  the  government  of  the  majority  of  these 
In<lians."  Without  this,  and  the  aid  and  influence  of  the  sub-agent) 
the  whole  thing  would  have  fallen  to  the  ground,  as  in  fact  should,  a 
miserable  abortion.     It  now  had  consequence  and  life. 

The  iiist  election,  under  that  constitution,  was  held  in  May,  1849, 
at  Cattaraugus  reservation.     Allegany  reservation   is  situated  at  the 
nearest  point  thirty  miles  distant  from  Cattaraugus.     The  reservation 
is  forty  miles  long,  and  many  of  the  Indians  to  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  privilege  of  voting  would  have  been  compelled  to  have 
travelled,  even  if  they  had  heard  of  the  election,  over  sixty  miles  to 
deposit  a  ballot  which  they  could  not  read  or  understand.     It  is  too 
much  to  suppose  that  any  thing  like  a  full  vote  could  be  taken  under 
such  circumstances.     It  is  true  that  by  dint  of  exertion  and  excite- 
ment more  were  drawn  out  than  could   be  again.     But  when  they 
approached  the  ballot  box  there  too  the  feeble,  the  wavering  and 
ignorant  we^-e  told  that  unless  they  voted  for  the  constitutional  party 
they  could  get  no  part  of  the  Indian  annuities.     Many  of  the  chiefs 
and  their  friends  refused  to  take  any  part  in  the  election,  while  oth- 
ers voted  for  a  ticket  composed  of  the  chiefs  and  their  friends.     The 
result  showed  out  of  three  hundred  and  seven  votes  cast  the  consti- 
tution party  had  a  majority  of  sixty-one,  184  to  123  votes.     It  will 
be  easy  for  any  man  acquainted  with  Indian  character  to  see  that  the 
sub-agent  alone  could  produce  this  result.    If  the  ballot  is  no  very 
good  exponent  of  the  public  will  when  wielded  by  the  worthless  and 
ignorant  in  our  commercial  metropolis,  and  if,  as  is  often  said,  the 
market  price  of  such  votes  is  one  dollar  a  head,  what  result  would 
any  one  expect  from  a  voter  who  never  had  heard  of  the  alphabet, 
and  when  four  (instead  of  one,)  dollars  was  offered  as  the  reward  or 
withheld  as  the  punishment  of  his  vcte. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  new  government  never  had 
and  cannot  have  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Seneca  nation  in  its 
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favor.  RepresentatiTes  from  both  parties  have  been  heard  before 
them.  Dr.  Peter  Wilson  has  been  heard  repeatedly  in  behalf  of  the 
new  government,  of  which  he  is  the  life  and  soul.  He  supposes  the 
number  of  Seneca  Indians  on  the  Allegany  and  Cattaraugus  reserva- 
tions over  twenty-one  years  of  age  to  be  about  326,  while  several  of 
the  chiefs  represent  the  number  to  be  about  400.  Whichever  of 
these  numbers  approximate  nearest  to  truth,  it  can  be  still  established 
that  the  majority  of  the  Senecas  are  opposed  to  the  new  government. 
Because  the  constitution  provides  that  "  every  male  Indian  of  21 
years  of  age  shall  be  a  voter,"  without  regard  to  tribe  or  nation.  In- 
dians of  all  tribes  were  not  only  converted  into  voters,  but  were  in- 
vested with  rights  to  the^  soil  of  the  Seneca  lands,  no  matter  whether 
such  Indians  belonged  to  the  United  States  or  the  Canadas.  Of  this 
class  of  voters  the  constitution  received  an  accession  of  about  forty. 
High  and  active  among  this  number  was  Dr.  Peter  Wilson,  wiio 
though  pressing  and  voting  republican  government  and  democratic 
institutions  upon  the  Senecas,  has  at  this  session  presented  a  petition 
to  the  Legislature  in  which  he  repudiates  for  the  people  to  which  he 
belongs  the  same  democracy,  and  signs  hi.n  petition  as  ^'  Chief  ^and 
Sachem  of  the  Cayuga  Indians?'* 

But  suppose  Dr.  Peter  Wilson' s  numbers  to  be  correct,  and  that 
the  Seneca  voters  number  only  325.  The  petition  presented  to  your 
committee  is  signed  by  two  hundred  and  thirty- four  chiefs  and  war- 
riors of  the  Seneca  nation.  Dr.  Wilson  had  the  privilege  of  exam''- 
ining  this  petition,  and  upon  such  examination  he  objected  to  four 
names,  three  on  the  ground  that  they  were  not  of  age,  and  one  that 
it  appeared  twice  on  the  petition.  The  chiefs  readily  admitted  that 
the  three  first  were  under  21,  although  some  one  or  two  were  men  of 
families,  but  insisted  in  the  other  case  that  there  were  two  individu- 
als of  the  same  name.  Strike  out  the  three  names  of  the  men  under 
age,  and  we  have  231,  leaving' only  94  to  make  up  the  326  of  Wil- 
son's number.  Let  it  be  remembered  too  that  this  number  of  ninety- 
one  thus  allowed  to  the  constitutional  party  is  twenty-two  more  than 
have  ever  recorded  their  names  in  favor  of  the  new  government  on 
any  petition,  memorial,  or  anything  els^  that  the  committee  could 
reach  or  obtain. 

But  this  is.  not  all.    The  Seneca  Indians  from  time  immemorial 
consiitoted  one  government  or  nation.    They  held  and  resided  upon 
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four  reservations  in  western  New-York  until  within  a  few  years  past 
By  treaty,  the  history  of  which  is  known  to  all,  two  of  these  reserva- 
tions, the  Buffalo  and  Tonnewanta  were  sold  and  ceded  to  the  Ogdai 
company.  The  Senecas  residing  on  the  Buffalo  creek  reservatjion 
surrendered  their  lands  under  this  treaty,  and  ultimately  removed  to 
and  settled  upon  the  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  reservations.  This 
they  had  a  right  lo  do,  as  the  Indian  lands  of  the  Seneca  nation  are 
held  in  common  by  them,  and  each  has  the  right  to  select  his  resi- 
dence upon  any  of  their  lands  not  already  occupied.  It  was  this  re- 
moval from  BufiEalo  that  brought  Dr  Peter  Wilson  to  reside  at  Catta- 
raugus. 

The  Indians  residing  on  the  Tonnewanta  reservation  took  a  differ- 
ent course,  and  refused  to  leave  or  abandon  their  lands  in  pursuance 
of  the  treaty,  and  have  been  and  now  are  engaged  in  contesting  the 
conveyance  of  their  reservation  before  the  judicial  tribunals.  If 
they  succeed  in  holding  their  lands,  they  will  remain  in  all  human 
probability  thereon,  if  they  are  worsted  in  their  legal  conflict,  a  re- 
sult easily  to  be  foreseen,  they  have  but  one  resource.  They  will 
be  driven  to  the  reservations  of  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany  as  the  last 
vestige  of  the  soil  now  left  to  this  once  strong,  but  now  feeble  and 
injured  people. 

Hcive  they  no  interest  in  the  form  of  government  they  arc  to  find 
in  being  1  Shall  it  be  permitted  to  a  small  minority  of  that  portion 
of  their  nation  residing  upon  two  reservations,  aided  by  the  de^axate 
renegades  from  other  tribes,  who  have  been  permitted  to  remain  in  a 
kind  of  friendly  alienage  among  them,  to  overthrow  the  government 
of  their  fathers,  and  to  substitute  constitutions  and  ballots  and  forms 
which  they  do  not  understand.  Every  principle  of  reason  and  jus- 
tice forbids  that  the  State  of  New- York  should  lend  its  countenanre 
or  support  to  such  a  transaction. 

It  is  then  rif^t  and  proper  to  add  to  these  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  chiefs  and  warriors,  residing  upon  Cattaraugus  and  Allegany, 
whose  petition  is  before  us,  the  whole  number  of  Indian  voters  resid- 
ing upon  Tonewanta  reservation.  They  are  understood  to  be  unit 
ediy  opposed  to  the  new  government.  There  is  as  near  as  your 
committee  can  learn  about  one  hundred  Seneca  Indian  voters  resid- 
ing at  Tonewanta.  Add  thereto  the  two  hundred  and  tiiirty-one  and 
we  find  according  to  to  figures- of  Dr.  Wilson  himself  that  Ar^€ 
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hundred  and  thirty-one  of  the  Seneca  voters  oppose  the  new  govern- 
ment,  while  it  is  supported  by  only  ninety-four,  showing  thus  that 
mpre  than  three  to  one  of  that  people  are  opposed  to  this  change,  of 
government.  The  statement  of  the  chiefs  shows  a  still  greater  pre- 
ponderance in  their  favor. 

The  committee  have  preferred  to  take  the  statement  of  Dr.  Wilson 
because  he  is  the  agent  of  the  new  government,  and  is  in  fact  the  in- 
dividual  who  wields  the  whole  machinery  of  that  government  at  his 
will.  Among  the  evils  Ihat  have  resulted  from  the  new  order  of 
things  it  may  be  observed  that  the  sage  counsels  of  age  and  experi- 
ence have  been  discarded  from  the  Indian  councils.  The  new  sub- 
agent,  who  was  nominated  by  the  procurement  of  Wilson,  is  a  very 
young  man,  who  has  been  sued  by  the  chiefs  for  trespassing  upon 
the  Indian  lands,  and  who  settled  and  compounded  with  them  for  the 
trespass.  It  is  understood  that  he  still  runs  a  saw-mill  that  is  main- 
ly, if  not  wholly,  supplied  with  timber  cut  from  the  Cattaraugus 
reservation.  McLane,  the  president,  is  believed  to  be  about  twenty- 
six  years  of  age,  and  with  no  jyetensions  to  the  talent  or  capacity  to 
administer  the  governmnnt.  The  whole  of  the  new  government,  or 
nearly  so,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  boys,  and  not  the  sages  of  the  Se- 
necas.  Such  it  is  believed  has  never  .before  been  the  custom  of  their 
forefathers,  and  the  aged  and  the  wise  among  th^m  are  unwilling  to 
submit  to  it. 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  of  the  whole  number  of  youthful  Indian 
sages  that  adopted  the  new  constitution,  or  signed  it  afterwards,  but 
four  could  write  their  names.  And  it  is  understood  that  but  one  or 
two  at  most  of  these  four  young  men  ever  acted  in  the  self-styled 
council  that  adopted  it.  What  a  learned  convention  to  adopt  an  En- 
glish constitution — a  republican  government^  and  to  overthrow  the  in- 
stitutions and  government  of  their  fathers.  On  the  other  hand  the 
names  of  the  eighteen  chiefs  and  thirty  warriors  on  the  petition  be- 
fore the  committee  appear  to  have  been  written  by  themselves.  This 
fact  contributes  to  show  upon  which  side  the  wisdom,  the  learning 
and  talent  among  this  people  is  arrayed. 

« 

Previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  new  government,  the  chiefs  bad 
exercised  a  salutary  restraint  upon  the  whites,  and  prevented  them 
from  stripping  the  reservations  of  the  valuable  timber  growing  upon 
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them.  One  of  the  great  incentives  to  the  attempt  to  overthrow  the 
power  of  the  chiefs,  was  tc^get  rid  of  this  restraint.  The  evidence 
of  the  great  waste  that  has  been  committed  under  the  new  order  of 
things  has  been  presented  to  the  committee,  but  the  limits  of  this  re- 
port forbid  its  introduction  here.  Abundant  proof  is  also  shown  to 
us  that  drunkenness,  the  never  failing  attendant  upon  constant  sales 
of  Indian  timber  by  individual  Indians,*  has  alarmingly  increased. 
The  Rev.  Asher  Bliss,  missionary  at  the  lower  station,  and  secretary 
of  the  Seneca  temperance  society,  writes  thus :  "  Probably  never 
within  ten  years,  if  indeed  at  any  time  since  my  connection  with  the 
Indians,  has  there  been  such  fearful  havoc  among  the  people  by  that 
most  deadly  sin,  intemperance."  The  writer  here  gives  the  particu- 
lars of  eight  Indian  deaths  by  drunkenness  since  1st  January,  1849, 
and  then  closes  as  follows  :  ^'  The  other  usual  concomitants  of  drun- 
kenness, such  as  lawsuits,  fines,  imprisonments,  poverty,  hunger,  na- 
kedness, quarrels,  broken  bones,  broken  hearts,  wives  fleeing  from 
drunken  husbands  and  mothers  weeping  over  drunken  sons,  &c.,have 
not  been  wanting." 

The  committee  have  been  favored  with  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  John 
C.  Spencer  upon  the  subject,  which  they  beg  leave  to  append  to  their 
report.  The  opinions  of  this  able  jurist  and  firm  friend  of  the  Sene- 
cas  is  entitled  to  great  respect  and  consideration. 

In  no  aspect  of  their  case  is  the  condition  of  the  Seneca  people 
improved  by  the  overthrow  of  their  ancient  forms  of  government 
Their  sages  and  men  of  experience  are  no  longer  heard  at  the  coun- 
cil fire.  The  boys  of  the  tribe,  fresh  from  the  midnight  wassail,  are 
seated  in  power.  It  may  be  said,  if  tt^e  opposers  of  the  new  govern- 
ment are  in  the  majority  of  the  nation,  they  can  elect  officers  from 
their  own  number.  We  answer,  the  chiefs  and  their  friends  will 
never  submit  to  vote  under  the  pretended  constitution,  until  they  are 
forced  to  do  so.  To' do  that  would  be  to  acknowledge  the  authority « 
of  the  motley  group  that  put  forth  that  constitution.  .  When  the  Le- 
gislature  of  New-York,  whose  wards  they  arey  shall  direct  them  to 
vote,  they  will  do  so,  and  not  till  then.  They  feel  that  the  State  is 
bound  to  protect  the  Seneca'  people  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
rights. and  privileges  they  inherited  from  their  ancestors,  and  which ^ 
by  many  treaty  stipulations  have  been  guarantied  to  them. 
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Governed  by  chiefs  during  all  past  time,  it  is  indeed  wonderful 
that  so  little  of  com^plaint  against  theii^ules  ^as  even  made  by  the 
Seneca  people.  It  proves  the  wisdom,  the  sagacity  and  honesty  of 
the  chiefs,  as  well  as  the  happy,  contented  and  united  condition  of 
these  Indians.  By  a  revolution  suddenly  brought  about  by  foreign 
agency,  the  whole  aspect  is  changed.  Where  peace  and  content- 
ment reigned,  brother  is  warrmg  with  brother.  Foreign  interference 
here,  as  every v/here,  arouses  the  "  gorgon  head"  of  strife  and  com- 
motion. The  two  remaining  reservations  of  their  once  vast  posses- 
sions, are  daily  being  ^tripped  of  the  valuable  timber  which  ought  to 
be  reserved  for  their  use.  Drunkenness,  vice  and  debauchery,  rapidly 
spread  among  this  fated  race.  The  hands  thcrf  used  to  be  raised  to 
stay  the  ravages  of  the  spoiler  are  palsied  by  the  power  that  promi" 
sed  protection.  The  Seneca  chie'if,  once  strong,  has  become  weak 
with  his  people,  and  powerless  in  the  land  of  his  fathers. 

The  undersigned  believing  that  the  Seneca  people  hs^ve  a  righ  ^o 
choose  their  own  form  of  government,  and  to  retain  that  which  has 
been  handed  down  to  them  from  former  generations,  if  they  desire 
it,  have  directed  their  chairman  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  submit  the  ques* 

tion  to  them.    This  much  we  feel  the  State  is  bound  to  accord  to 

* 

them.  Let  the  will  of  the  nation  be  fairly  expressed,  and  when  so 
expressed  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  concerned  will  submit  to  the  de- 
cision, and  that  peace  and  tranquility  will  be  once  more  restored  to 
this  last  remnant  of  the  Iroquois,  now  remaining  among  us. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  « 

ROBERT  OWEN,  Jk,, 
GEO.  R.  BABCOCK. 

In  signing  the  above  report,  the  undersigned  deems  it  his  ^uty  to 
state  that  while  he  concurs  in  its  general  object  and  in  recommending 
the  pcssage  of  the  bill  therein  mentioned,  he  has  no  personal  knowl- 
edge of  some  of  the  statements  therein  contained.  His  duties  upon 
the  judiciary  committee  prevented  his  attendance  upon  the  com^iittee 
on  Indian  affairs,  during  the  hearing  that  was  given  to  the  Indians 
upon  this  subject,  except  upon  two  occasions.  He  has,  therefore^ 
been  compelled  to  take  the  statements  of  others  to  a  great  extent,  as 
to  the  facts  proved  or  alleged  before  the  committee. 

GEO.  R.  BABCOCK. 


/ 

/ 


( Copy. ) 

Albany,  March  1,  1S50. 
Messrs  Owen,  Dart  and  Babcock, 

Members  of  the  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  Indian  affairs  : 
Gentlemen, — I  have  been  requested  by  those  representing  the 
chiefs  of  the  Seneca  Nation  of  Indians,  to  coiijmunicate  to  you  what 
information  I  have  respecting  the  recent  laws  in  relation  those  In- 
dians.  At  the  instance  of  a  large  number  of  chiefs  and  other  Indianst 
and  of  a  committee  of  friends  who  had  taken  charge  of  their  concerns 
I  drew  the  act,  chap.  150  of  the  laws  of  1846.  It-was  then  agreed 
and  understood  by  all  parties  and  persons,  that  the  Senecas  were  not 
ripe  for  self-go vernmen;,  and  that  it  would  necessarily  be  a  work  of 
time  to  bring  them  to  such  a  degree  of  intelligence  and  civilization  as 
would  fit  them  for  our  system.  The  chiefs,  although  not  educated, 
were  sober,  discreet  men,  of  great  experience,  who  had  already  at- 
tained their  stations  by  election,  and  it  was  the  conclusion  of  all  the 
friends  of  the  Senecas  that  the  most  jmdicious  course  would  be  to  ac- 
custom them  gradually  to  self-government,  and  that  this  could  be  best 
accomplished  by  vesting  the  government  in  their  own  chiefs.  The 
above  act  of  1845  was  drawn  upon  that  plan  and  for  that  purpose. 
This  act,  as  I  understood,  gave  great  satisfaction;  and  as  was  antici- 
pated, in  1847  a  desire  was  felt  for  a  further  extension  of  the  princi- 
ple. Accordingly,  at  the  instance  of  the  same  classes  of  persons,  I 
drew  the  act,  chap.  365  of  1847,  giving  to  the  male  Indians  of  21 
years  of  age,  the  right  of  choosing  a  clerk  and  treasurer  for  the  Na- 
tioD)  and  three  peace-makers,  and  a  marshal  for  each  reservation. 
By  this  act  the  judicial  functions  were  vested  in  the  elective  officers^ 
and  the  national  funds  were  placed  in  charge  of  an  elected  treasurer; 
while  the  general  legislative  powers  remained  with  the  chiefs,  to- 
gether with  the  very  important  powers  of  regulating  the  division  and 
use  of  their  common  lands,  and  particularly  of  preventing  the  waste 
and  destruction  of  their  timber.  This  last  power,  as  I  understand  and 
believei  presents  the  true  point  in  controversy.     So  long  as  the  power 
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of  prevention  of  such  waste  and  destruction  remained  with  the  chiefs, 
the  chances  of  the  white  men  to  plunder  and  strip  the  land  of  its  tim- 
ber were  very  small,  and  I  was  informed  f;om  reliable  sources  that 
the  check  thus  provided  was  so  effectual  as  to  stir  up  the  whites  in 
the  vicinity,  and  the  individual  Indians  who  were  willing,  for  trifling 
considerations,  to  permit  their  names  to  be  used  to  authorize  the  cut- 
ting down  of  timber,  to  vigorous  efforts  to  repeal  the  obnoxious  pro- 
visions. This  could  not  well  be  accomplished  by  a  direct  effoit,  and 
hence  a  total  change  in  the  government  was  proposed,  so  as  to  render 
elective  the  guardian  of  the  public  property,  and  thus  secure  a  more 
compliant  set  of  officers.  The  new  constitution,  as  it  was  called,  was 
the  consequence.  The  same  malign  influences  which  had  prevailed 
so  far,  succeeded  here  in  the  Legislature  in  procuring  a  recognition  of 
^he  constitution? 

The  consequence  practically  has  been,  that  under  the  sanction  of 
the  new  councillors  elected  under  the  new  constitution,  the  most  ex- 
tensive depredations  have  been  made  upon  the  trees  and  timber  of  the 
nation.  The  pecuniary  temptations  offered  to  individual  Indians  and 
officers  Tor  permission  to  cut  timber  or  strip  bark,  have  but  afforded 
the  means  for  more  extensive  intemperance  than  was  before  known 
among  the  Indians  for  years. 

Now,  nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  the  inevitable  result  of  the 
destruction  of  the  timber  on  the  reservations.  The  Indians  cannot 
advance  in  agriculture  without  houses,  barns  and  fences,  and  they 
will  not  only  be  thus  arrested  in  their  career  of  civilization,  but  will 
be  soon  driven  to  abandon  their  possessions. 

This  I  believe  to  be  a  fair  and  just  account  of  the  actual  condition 
of  things  among  them.  I  know  not  whether  there  is  intelligence  and 
integrity  enough  among  them  to  resist  the  temptations  held  out  under 
the  present  state  of  thmgs ;  but  the  chiefs  wish  to  make  the  experi- 
ment. They  say  that  the  law  of  1849,  recognizing  the  new  govern- 
ment, was  passed  not  only  in  entire  ignorance  or  great  mistake  of  its 
true  bearing  and  of  the  policy  necessary  to  be  formed,  but  was  a  sur- 
prise upon  their  people ;  and  that  the  great  body  of  the  sober, 
thoughtful  and  considerate  among  them,  are  utterly  opposed  to  the 
new  system,  and  prefer  the  mixed  one  which  prevailed  before.  At 
their  request  I  have  drafted  a  bill  to  test  this  question,  which  I  think 
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is  not  only  fair  and  just,  but  demanded  by  a  regard  to  the  well  being 
of  these  remnants  of  the  aborigines)  who  are  now  so  few,  so  poor  and 
60  weak,  as  to  challenge  our  best  sympathies  in  their  behalf  and  in- 
duce the  utmost  care  in  preserving  what  little  remains  to  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  SPENCER. 


Sbt^it  nflMrrUissiforK^^ 
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IN  SEMTE,  APRIL  6,  1850. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  claims  on  the  act  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  Stiles  Johnson,  and  Norman 
Butler. 

Mr.  Schoonmaker  from  the  committee  on  claims  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  engrossed  bill  from  the  Assembly,  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  equitable  settlement  of  the  claims  of  Stiles  Johnson,  and 
Norman  Butler,  on  their  canal  contracts," 

REPORTS : 

That  the  committee  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  ai}d  find 
that  the  bill  is  to  procure  the  settlement  of  the  claims  of  Johnson  and 
Butler  against  the  State  arising  out  of  their  contracts  with  the  Canal 
Commissioners  for  the  construction  of  the  Myers  creek  aqueduct, 
Fulmer  creek  aqueduct,  and  lock  number  43,  and  the  section  work 
connected  with  each  on  the  Erie  canal  enlargenaent. 

The  bill  proposes  to  have  the  claim  settled  and  adjudicated  by  ref- 
erees to  be  appointed .  by  the  supreme  court  in  the  fifth  judicial  dis- 
trict, thus  constituting  a  new  and  independent  tribunal  for  this  special 
case,  to  do  that  which  the  existing  authorities  have  now  full  power  to 
do. 
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The  contracts  under  which  the  work  was  done  provide  for  a  refer- 
ence in  relation  to  certain  matters,  the  referees  to  be  selected  by  the 
parties.  These  provisions  in  other  contracts  have  been  repudiated, 
your  committee  understand,  as  not  authorized  by  law.  But  under 
these  contracts  they  were  not  repudiated,  but  the  references  provided 
for  in  the  contract  have  been  held  and  awards  made  therein.  By  this 
bill,  Johnson  and  Butler  now  desire  to  have  a  new  reference  created 
to  consider  and  adjudicate  matters  which  the  other  referees  had  no 
authority  under  the  contract  to  hear  and  determine. 

The  Canal  Board  have  now  full  power  and  authority  to  settle  and 
adjudicate  the  whole  claim*  And  your  committee  conceive  that  ju- 
dicious legislation  forbids  such  an  infringement  upon  the  settled  poli- 
cy of  the  State,  as  this  case  seeks  to  accomplish. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommend  that  the  bill  do  not  pass  into 
a  law. 


Sbt^tt  0f  TXeit$:i^^OVU^ 


No.  110. 


UN  SEMTE.  APEE  8, 1850. 


REPORT 

Of  the  committee  on  the  iuternal  affairs  of  towns  and 
counties  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Cornell 
and  Ransom  Clark. 

The  committee  on  the  internal  aflkirs  of  towns  and  counties,  to 
which  was  referre4  the  Assembly  bill  entitled,  <^An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Daniel  Cornell  and  Ransom  Clark," 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  a  careful  examination,  and  that 
the  subject  is  one  of  great  importance,  not  only  to  the  parties  direct- 
ly interested,  but  in  view  of  the  principles  involved. 

Your  conunittee  are  free  to  admit  that  if  the  representations  made 
by  those  who  favor  the  passage  of  the  law  granting  the  relief  asked 
for,  were  sustained  by  the  facts  in  the  case,  would  appear  «that  the 
claim  was  equitable,  and  meritorious.  But  from  a  careful  investiga- 
tion of  the  whole  subject,  we  find  the  following  state  of  facts. 

Prior  to  the  year  1836,  the  Oxford  and  Butternuts  turnpike  com- 
pany constructed  a  turnpike  road  through  the  town  of  Guilford,  and 
in  doing  so  used  a  certain  portion  of  a  road  and  bridge  which  had 
been  used  by  the  town  as  a  public  highway.  That  pursuant  to  stat- 
ute said  company  erected  a  toll  gate  on  said  turnpike.     That  at  the 
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annual  town  meeting  in  1836,  a  resolution  was  offered  in  behalf  of 
this  company,  to  the  effect  that  the  town  would  release  to  the  turn- 
pike company  their  right  in  said  road  and  bridge.  The  said  resolu- 
tion was  opposed  by  one  of  the  claimants  in  the  bill,  and  the  resolu- 
tion to  release  was  so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows  : 

^^ Resolved^  That  the  town  of  Guilford  will' not  release  to 'the  Ox- 
ford and  Butternntts  Turnpike  Company  any  portion  of  their  road  or 
bridge  at  Mt.  Upton." 

It  appears  to  us,  from  a  careful  examination  of  this  whole  matter, 
that  this  is  the  only  action  which  the  town,  in  its  corporate  capadty 
eyer  had  against  this  company  ;  and  your  committee  have  searched 
in  vain  for  any  evidence  showing  that  the  town  of  Guilford  were  in- 
jured by  this  company,  or  ever  felt  itself  aggrieved  by  its  acts. 

And  yDur  committee  wotdd  state  in  this  connexion,  that  satisfacto- 
ry evidence  has  been  given  that  Ransom  Clark  is  but  little  if  any 
more  than  a  nominal  claimant  in  this  bill. 

It  further  appears  that  Daniel  Cornell,  in  1836,  or  early  in  1837, 
passed  the  toll  gate  erected  upon  tins  road,  by  force,  breaking  the 
same,  contrary  to  law. 

That  thereupon  the  turnpike  company  sued  the  said  Cornell,  and 
he  was  compelled  to  respond  in  damages  to  this  company  for  this  act 
of  running  the  gate  without  paying  toll. 

That  after  the  final  termination  of  this  controversy  with  the  com- 
pany, in  which  he  had  been  subjected  to  fine  and  costs,  said  Cornell, 
in  coiinexion  with  Ransom  Clark,  being  commissioners  of  highways 
of  the  town  of  Guilford,  sued  the  said  turnpike  company  for  the  oc- 
cupancy  of  the  aforesaid  road  and  bridge.  That  in  this  controversy 
said  Cornell  and  Clark  were  finally  defeated,  and  subjected  to  rosts 
and  expenses,  which  was  paid  by  one  of  the  claimants,  Daniel  Cornell. 

That  in  1841,  said  Cornell  presented  a  claim  against  the  town  of 
Guilford  for  the  cost^  and  expenses  incurred  as  above  stated,  wMch 
the  board  of  town  oflScers  refused  to  audit  and  allow.  That  at  the 
annual  town  meeting  in  1842,  the  subject  was  brought  before  the 
town,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  directing  the  board  of  town 
auditors  not  to  allow  said  claim,  on  the  ground  bs  they  alleged  that 
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sai3  suit  was  commenced  against  this  turnpike  company  and  the 
costs  were  incurred  without  their  consent  or  authority.  That  soon 
after  said  Cornell  made  a  motion  to  the  supreme  court  for  a  manda- 
mus to  compel  said  board  of  town  auditors  'to  audit  and  allow  said 
claim.  A  large  amount  of  testimony  was  taken  on  both  sides,  and 
it  appeared  to  us  that  all  the  facts  in  the  case  were  fully  shown  and 
all  the  points  involved  that  ever  have  been,  and  after  a  full  examina- 
tion of  the  case  the  motion  was  denied  with  costs. 

It  next  appears  that  said  Cornell  and  Clark  brought  a  suit  ip  t)ie 
supreme  court  against  the  town  for  this  claim,  and  for  the  conye- 
nience  of  the  parties  they  agreed  to  refer  the  same  to  referees  which 
reference  was  held  in  Oxford,  and  the  testimony  taken,  and  the  de- 
ci^on  of  the  referees  was  in  favor  of  the  claimants  upon  legal  de- 
cisions made  by  said  referees  in  which  all  the  points  made  by  the 
town  were  overruled  by  them. 

From  this  decision  of  the  referees  the  town  of  Guilford  appealed 
to  the  Supreme-  Court,  and  upon  a  full  examination  of  all  the  testi- 
mony taken  before  the  said  referees,  and  of  all  the  legal  points  in- 
volved after  hearing  the  arguments  on  both  sides  the  Supreme  Court 
set  aside  the  report  of  the  referees  with  costs. 

That  thereupon  the  said  Cornell  &  Clark  carried  the  cause  to  the 
Court  for  the  Correction  of  Errors.  That  the  cause  was  argued  by 
able  counsel  on  both  sides,  in  1846,  upon  all  the  points  involved, 
both  legal  and  equitable,  and  decided  in  favor  of  the  town  by  the 
vote  of  10  to  4. 

Your  committee  deem  it  proper  to  advert  to  the  testimony,  and  the 
grounds  upon  which  this  claim  is  sought  to  be  maintained.  It  is  al- 
leged that  a  town  meeting,  in  1836,  at  the  close  of  the  meeting 
when  the  aforesaid  resolution  not  to  release  was  passed,  that  another 
was  also  passed  authorising  the  commissioners  of  highways  of  said 
town  to  sue  this  company. 

But  from*  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  testimony  upon  this  point 
we  have  come  to  the  unanimous  conclusion  that  no  such  resolution 
was  passed  by  the  electors  of  that  town. . 

It  is  true  that  some  12  or  15  persons  testified  before  the  referees 
from  recollection,  after  the  lapse  of  seven  years,  that  at  the  very 


4  [Senatk 

close  of  the  meeting  they  voted  for  such  a  resolution.  And  it  also 
appears,  from  the  testimony  of  double  that  number,  that  they  were  at 
the  meeting  from  the  passage  of  the  resolution  not  to  release  until 
meeting  adjourned,  and  were  paying  good  attention,  and  heard  no 
such  resolution  spoken  of,  and  from  the  fact  that  the  original  minutes 
of  this  meeting  and  the  town  book  of  records  show  no  such  resolu- 
tion, and  from  the  testimony,  also,  of  a  majority  of  the  officers  of 
said  meeting,  including  the  town  clerk,  who  testifies  that  he  kept 
true* and  correct  minutes,  and  that  they  were  correctly  transcribed 
into  the  town  book  of  records,  and  that  tio  such  resolution  could 
have  passed  without  their  knowledge,  your  committee  have  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  none  was  passed. 

But  as  this  claim  is  urged  upon  the  ground  of  equity^  solely,  your 
committee  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  the  supreme  court  have  ex- 
pressly decided  in  this  very  case  that  ^'  conceding*^  that  a  majority  of 
the  electors  of  Guilford  had  passed  the  resolution  as  claimed  ;  that 
the  same  could  have  no  binding  force  on  the  minority  or  any  one,  for 
the  reason  that  it  is  not  within  their  ^^  corporate''  or  statutory  powers, 
and  would  be  (to  use  their  own  language)  a  mere  ^^  nullity."  If  then 
a  majority  of  all  the  electors  in  town  cannot  by  passing  such  a  reso- 
lution, legally  bind  the  taxable  inhabitants,  it  is  crear  to  your  commit- 
tee that  the  small  number  of  12  or  15  voters  cannot  from  design  or 
otherwise  pass  any  resolution  that  will  be  equitably  binding  on  600, 
and  subject  them  to  an  onerous  tax  for  an  unjustifiable  controversy  to 
gratify  the  feelings  of  one  man. 

It  also  appears  that  Cornell  examined  the  town  book  of  records, 
and  found  no  authority  there  given  before  he  brought  the  suit  against 
the  company. 

It  further  appears  clearly  in  the  testimony  before  your  committee, 
that  md  Cornell  had  had  difficulty  with  this  turnpike  company,  and 
possessed  very  angry  Yeelings  towards  them,  threatening  to  break 
them  down  and  rip  up  their  gate,  and  threatened  to  sue  them  in  case 
the  company  should  beat  him  in  his  suit  for  moving  their  gate.  The 
conclusion  is  therefore  irresistable  that  he  brought  the  suit  to  gratify 
his  own  feelings,  and  not  for  the  interest  of  the  town  of  Guilford. 

It  does  appear  to  your  committee  that  this  same  matter  having 
been  four  several  times  fully  examined  and  decided,  and  that  too  by 
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the  highest  judicial  tribunals  in  our  State,  that  the  matters  involyecl 
ought  to  be  considered  as  settled. 

Your  committee  have  searched  in  vain  for  a  precedent  for  such  an 
act  of  legislation  as  is  proposed  by  this  bill,  where  the  same  matter 
has  been  directly  litigated  between  the  same  parties,  and  uniformly 
decided  the  same  way,  and  we  cannot  believe  in  the  policy  of  re- 
versing such  high  legal  decisions  upon  petition  only. 
« 

It  also  appears  to  us  in  proof  that  several  of  the  most  important 
papers  which  have  been  previously  placed  on  file,  and  in 
the  hands  of  committees  of  the  Assembly  by  the  town^s  agents,  have 
been  abstracted  therefrom  by  some  person  or  persons  to  your  com- 
mittee unknown. 

Your  committee  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  evidence  in 
the  case  clearly  establishes  the  following  facts : 

1st.  That  the  town  of  Guilford  was  not  injured,  and  did  not  feel 
itself  aggrieved  by  the  acts  of  this  turnpike  company  in  constructing 
a  turnpike  through  their  town. 

2nd.  That  they  therefore  had  no  motive  to,  and  did  not  authorise 
the  institution  of  this  suit,  or  pass  any  resolution  to  that  effect  at  their 
town  meeting  in  1836. 

3rd.  That  Daniel  Cornell  commenced  this  suit  against  the  turnpike 
company  with  a  full  kbowledge  of  the  foregoing  facts. 

Your  committee  have,  therefore,  come  to  the  conclusion  that  said 
Cornell  commenced  the  suit  against  the  Oxford  and  Butternuts  Turn- 
pike Company  without  authority  from  the  town,  and  in  bad  faith,  and 
that  it  would  be  unjust  and  oppressive  to  compel  the  taxable  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Guilfdrd  to  pay  him  for  his  own  wrong. 

Your  committee,  in  view  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  recommend 

the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

« 
Res<dved)  That  the  bill  from  the  Assembly,  entitled  An  act  for  the 

relief  of  Daniel  Cornell  and  Ransom  Clark,  ought  not  to  pass.^ 

CHAS.  COLT, 

JOHN  NOYES, 

LEVI  1)IMMICK. 
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IN  SENATE,  APRIL  9, 1850. 


REPORT 

or  a  majority  of  the  committee  on  Literature  on  **  a 
bill  to  provide  for  the  support  of  Common  Schools/' 

Mr.  Veekman,  from  a  majority  of  the  committee  on  literature  to 
which  was  referred  the  engrossed  bill  from  the  Assembly  entitled  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  support  of  common  schools, 

REPORT, 

That  after  carefully  considering  the  provi^ons  of  the  act  sub- 
mitted to  them,  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  ought  not 
to  become  a  law  for  the  following  reasons. 

The  Assembly  bill  proposes  to  repeal  the  free  school  law  absolute- 
ly, by  repealing  in  §  7  chapters  140  and  404  of  the  Session  Laws  of 
1849,  and  by  restoring  and  reviving  all  laws  repealed  by  said  chap- 
ters 140  and  404. 

That  a  measure  deliberately  adopted  by  the  suffrages  of  the  people 
of  this  State,  at  a  popular  election  in  which  fifty-five  counties  voted 
aye,  and  but  fotu*  counties  voted  no,  and  the  clear  majority  in  its  favor 
was  no  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  thousand,  should  be 
quietly  repealed  by  a  subordinate  section  of  a  law  bearing  another 
title,  is  certainly  rather  hasty,  and  perhaps  unconstitutional  legisla- 
tion. • 
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The  free  school  law  of  1849,  has  not  worked  equally  well  in  all 
parts  of  the  State.  From  the  11,000  school  districts,  some  three 
hundred  petitions  have  come  up  to  the  Legislature  praying  amend- 
ment  or  repeal.  Nineteen  twentieths  of  the  school  districts  haxe 
sent  no  petitions,  and  eight-tenths  have  made  no  complaint  even  by  let- 
ter, on  any  subject  whatever. 

^he  committee  on  literature,  early  in  the  session,  after  a  full  con- 
ference with  the  department  of  common  schools,  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  reported  certain  amendments,  which  were,  after 
some  debate,  laid  over  until  the  lapse  of  time  rendered  new  amend- 
ments necessary.  •  Those  were  made  and  duly  reported  on  the  1st 
March.  (Senate  Bill  No.  156.)  But  a  bill  introduced  on  notice  by 
Senator  Mann,  on  the  2d  March,  (No.  161,)  entitled  '^  an  act  to  sub- 
mit to  the  people  at  the  next  annual  election  the  question  oi  the  re- 
peal of  the  act  establishing  free  schools  throughout  the  State,"  found 
more  favor  with  the  Sei^te,  and  finally  passed  that  body. 

This  measure  proposed  no  amendments ;  sulnnitted  the  imperfect 
free  school  law  of  1849  with  all  those  defects  which  experience  had 
developed,  untouched,  to  the  popular  vote  ;  and  it  would  almost  seem 
with  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  law  by  aid  of  the  disgust  felt  for 
one  or  two  of  its  subordinate  clauses. 

The  Assembly,  however,  has  struck  out  an  independent  line  of  le- 
^slation  on  the  subject  of  schools.  It  is  now  proposed  to  raise  by 
tax  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  to  pay  over  that  sum  when 
raised  to  the  county  treasurers,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  State  Sufier- 
intendent  of  Common  Schools.  This  officer'is  directed,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  January  in  each  year,  to  apportion  and  divide  this 
$800,000  among  the  several  school  districts,  parts  of  districts  and 
neighborhood,  in  their  several  towns  and  wards,  by  dividing  one-fourth 
of  the  whole  amount  of  public  money  equally  among  the  several  dis- 
tricts. In  towns  where  there  are  parts  of  districts  and  separate  neigh- 
borhoods the  distribution  of  ihe  one-fourth  to  be  made  as  follows : 
divide  the  one-fourth  by  the  number  of  districts,  parts  of  districts  and 
separate  neighborhoods,  each  whole  district  to  be  entitled  to  the  sum 
80  ascertained,  and  each  part  of  district  to  be  entitled  to  such  propor- 
tion of  such  sum  as  the  number  of  children  between  five  and  sixteen 
therein  bears  to  tht  number  in  the  part  of  the  said  district  in  the  ad- 
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joining  town,  and  each  separate  neighborhood  to  be  entitled  to  such 
proportion  of  said  sum  as  the  number  of  children  therein  between  sai^ 
ages  bears  to  the  average  number  in  the  district  in  said  town,  and  ap- 
portioning the  remaining  three-fourths  in  the  mode  now  prescribed 
by  law,  and  said  moneys  shall  be  applieci  exclusively  to  the  payment 
of  teachers'  wages. 

§  5.  Repeals  so  much  of  the  Revised  Statutes  as  requires  super- 
visors to  raise  by  tax  on  each  town  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  of 
school  money  apportioned  to  such  towns,  and  provides  for  its  collec- 
tion and  payment,  and  all  subsequent  provisions  of  law  incompatible 
with  the  act  passed  by  the  Assembly. 

§  8.  Excepts  from  the  operation  of  the  act  all  special  acts  relating 
to  schools  in  any  of  the  incorporated  cities  or  villages  of  this  State, 
save  only  that  all  cities  and  villages  shall  be  subject  to  the  tax  ne- 
cessary to  raise  the  swai  of  $800,000,  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of 
the  bill. 

No  provision  is  made  for  the  submission  of  this  question  to  the 
people,  as  by  Senator  Mann's  bill,  and  the  Senate  is  called  to  pass 
absolutely  upon  the  repeal  of  the  free  school  law  by  simple  enact- 
ment, after  having  just  decided  that  they  would  not  do  so,  but  would 
refer  the  question  again  to  the  popular  vote. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  questions  that  have  been  discussed 
in  both  Houses  during  the  present  session,  has  been  the  just  and  uni- 
form assessment. of  property  for  the  purpose  of  taxation.  Although 
elaborate  bills  have  been  presented  to  the  respective  branches  of  the 
Legislature,  no  final  action  has  been  had  in  e<ther ;  and  it  is  probable 
that  should  this  school  bill  become  a  law,  the  levy  of  |^00,000 
which  it  directs,  will  be  carried  out  under  the  present  unequal  sys- 
tem of  valuation.  • 

All  the  cities  in  the  State  would,  by  its  unjust  operation,  be  com- 
pelled to  raise  several  times  as  much  school  money  as  they  could  re- 
ceive. While  many  counties  would  derive  a  large  sum  over  and 
above  what  they  would  raise  by  taxation  (in  some  cases  several 
thousands)  all  which'  money  woulS  be  drawn  from  the  cities,  villages 
or  neighborhood,  where  capital  happened  to  be  accumulated.  The 
eflFect  of  the  measure  upon  the  city  of  New- York  is  well  set  forth  in 
the  following  statement,  prepared  by  Hon.  Mr.  Waters,  a  member 
of  the  New-York  delegation  in  Assembly. 
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Statement^  showing  the  operation  of  Mr.  Burroughs  school  bill  in  the 

dty  and  county  of  Jfew-York. 

The  bill  proposes  to  raise  $800,000  by  tax,  apf>ortioned  among  the 
several  counties  of  the  State  in  proportion  to  the  assessed  value  of 
the  real  and  personal  estate  therein. 

By  the  last  returns,  the  whole  assessment  of  the  State  was,  in 

round  numbers, $665,000,000  00 

And  the  assessment  of  the  city  and  county  of  New- 

Yorkwas, 254,000,000  00 

or  rather  more  than  38  per  cent. 

The  city  and  county  of  New-York  would  therefore  pay  38  per 
cent,  of  the  $800,000  tax,  or $304,000  00 

The  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  this  tax  is  to  be  as  follows, 
viz: 

Onefourth^  according  to  the  number  of  school  districts  ;  each  dis- 
trict, large  or  small,  receiving  an  equal  proportion. 

Threefourthsj  according  to  the  number  of  scholars,  being  the  ratio 
adopted  in  the  distribution  of  the  school  fund. 

The  whole  State  contains  upwards  of 11,000  districts. 

The  city  and  county  of  New- York, 194     do 

or  about  one-sixtieth  of  the  number. 

But  on  reference  to  the  distribution  of  school  moneys,  last  year, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  city  and  county  of  New-York  have  rather 
more  than  one-seventh  of  the  scholars. 

It  follows  that  the  districts  in  the  city  average  more  than  eight 
times  as  many  scholars  as  the  districts  in  the  country,  and  yet  are  to 
receive  the  same  amount  only  of  the  first  distribution. 

This  amount  will  be  one-sixtieth  of  $200,000,  or,  in  round  num- 
bers, to  make  allowance  for  fractions, $3,500  00 

The  remaining  $600,000  will  be  divided  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  scholars,  of  which  New-York  has  14  per 
cent.,ma]dng • 84,000  00 

Total  amount  rf  turned  to  the  ci^  and  co.  of  N.  Y.,  $87^00  00 
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The  city  and  county  of  New- York  thus  pays, $304,000  00 

And  receives, 87,000  00 

Leaying  a  balance,  contributed  by  her  to  the  support 
of  schools  in  the  country,  from  which  she  receives  no 
benefit  whatever^ $216,500  00 


It  will  also  be  borne  in  mind,  that  in  the  country  a  lot  can  be  pur- 
chased and  a  school-house  built  for  from  $500  to  $,1000 ;  while  in 
New-York  the  cost  ranges  from  $25,000  to  $40,000. 

That  the  same  teacher  can  be  had  in  the  country  for  $200  a  year, 
who  in  the  city  would  command  $700— :a  difference  owing  chiefly  to 
the  increased  cost  of  living. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  out  of  the  way  to  say,  that  it  costs  from  three 
to  four  times  as  much  to  educate  a  child  in  New^York  city  as  in  the 
country,  and  therefore  to  make  the  distribution  equal  aiid  fair,  the 
whole  amount  raised  by  the  city,  should  be  expended  there ;  or  in 
other  words,  the  city  should  be  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the 
law. 

The  city  expended  last  year  for  schools,. . .  $376,000 

The  amount  to  be  raised  by  this  bill, $304,000 

Add  her  share  of  school  fund,  say 41,000     345,000 

Deducting  this  leaves  a  balance  of ....  •  $31,000 

Showing  that  the  whole  moneys  raised  under  this  bill,  with  the  school 
moneys  added,  will  be  $31,000  less  than  the  actual  expenditures  of 
last  year. 

Further,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  rate  of  assessment  is  vastly 
greater  in  the  city  than  in  the  country.  An  additional  objection  to 
the  bill  is,  that  it  leaves  in  force  all  the  local  laws  imposing  special 
taxes  on  the  cities  and  villages  for  school  purposes. 

New-York  city,  by  local  law,  is  compelled  to  raise, 

1.  llie  amount  of  school  money  distributed, $41 ,000 

2.  One-twentieth  of  one  per  cent « •  •  • .  127,000 

Add  the  amount  levied  by  this  bill, 304,000 

Making  a  fixed  yearly  tax  of $472,000 
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Now  deduct  from  this  the  amount  which  goes  to  the  coun- 
try exclusively, 216^00 

Leaves  for  New- York  city, $265,600 


But  the  amount  expended  last  year  was , $376,000 

Deduct  the  above  amount, 255,500 

Leaves. $120,500 

Which  the  city  must  raise  in  addition,  in  order  to  maintain 

her  schools  in  the  same  condition  as  last  year,  add 
Fixed  yearly  taxes  above, 472,000 

Annual  burden  on  the  city  of  New-York, $592,500 

from  $216,500  of  which  she  receives  no  benefit,  and  from  the  rei^due 
about  one-fourth  of  the  benefit  which  the  country  gets  from  the  same 
amount.  One  effect,  as  Mr.  Waters  shows,  will  be  to  compel  the 
city  of  New- York  to  raise  very  nearly  $600,000  in  order  to  sustain  its 
present  schools,  for  which  they  now  pay  $376,000;  leaving  a  nett 
contribution  towards  the  support  of  country  schools  of  $216,500. 

The  same  objection  will  be  raised  by  every  city  in  the  State. 

By  passing  this  bill,  counties  which  received  more  than  they  con- 
tributed, would  have  a  direct  interest  in  preventing  any  change  in  the 
present  laws  of  assessment,  for  taxation.  What  is  now  difficult  might 
then  be  irjpossible ;  and  the  discontent  of  the  people  might  take  a 
direction  against  the  sacred  cause  of  education,  for  whose  sake  the 
detested  tax  was  levied 

Grave  objections  exist  to  a  school  isystem  in  which  the  residents  of 
districts  and  neighborhoods  have  nothing  to  do  with  self-taxation. 
Town-meetings  are  time-honored  auxiliaries  of  freedom.  Your 
committee,  in  recommending  town  taxation  and  district  taxation  in 
certain  cases,  expressly  desired  to  keep  alive  a  local  interest  in  each 
particular  school. 

"  The  school  system  of  New- York,''  says  Mr.  Flagg,  then  Super- 
intendent, ^^has  been  formed  by  combining  the  advantages  of  the 
different  plans  of  supporting  common  schools,  which  prevail  in  the 
New  England  states.  Our  system  happily  combines  the  principles 
of  a  state  fund  and  a  town  tax.     Enough  is  apportioned  from  the 
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State  treasury  to  invite  and  encourage  the  cooperation  of  districts 
and  towns ;  and  not  so  much  as  to  induce  the  inhabitants  to  believe 
that  they  have  nothing  more  to  do  than  to  hire  a  teacher  to  absorb 
the  public  money. 

i 

The  free  school  law  of  1849  was  aimed  against  rate-bills- 
It  obliged  districts  to  tax  themselves  heavily  and  as  has  been  found, 
uuequally.  The  amendments  twice  submitted  by  this  committee  were 
intended  to  equalize  this  taxation,  and  by  throwing-  the  weight  of  it 
upon  the  towns,  to  take  away  many  of  the  causes  of  discontent.  The 
Assembly  bHl,  however,  now  under  consideration,  aims  to  support 
schools  by  a  general  tax  to  a  limited  extent,  while  it  retains  the  rate 
bill  to  make  up  the  deficiency,  and  unconditionally  repeals  the  Free 
School  Law  of  1849,  and  all  other  statutes  which  are  inconsistent 
with  the  act  proposed,  thus  accomplishing  no  good  thing  for  education 
while  enforcing  upon  a  grand  scale  the  very  same  unequal  taxation 
which  is  made  the  chief  ground  of  complaint  against  the  present  law. 

Districts  now  pay  unequal  portions  of  school  money.  This  bill  ar- 
rays counties  against  each  other,  and  bribes  those  counties  which  con- 
tain no  cities  or  villages  to  persist  in  injustice  towards  their  neighbors. 
Your  committee  therefore  intercede  once  more  for  the  preservation  of 
the  Free  Schools,  and  recommend  that  the  Assembly  bill  now  report- 
ed, be  not  passed  by  the  Senate. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  W.  BEEKMAN, 

SAMUEL  MILLER. 
Jlbany  JiprU  9,  1S50. 
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JM  SENATS,  APRIL  5, 1850. 


Of  tlie  judiciary  comihiiiee  on  the  bill  to  proiiibit  cor- 
porations from  interposing  the  defence  of  usury  in 
any  action. 

l^he  Judiciary  Committee  to  which  wacf  referred  the  Assembly  bill ^ 
entitled  **  An  act  to  prohibit  corporations  from  interposing  the  de* 
fence  of  usury  in  any  action/^ 

REPORT : 

That  they  had  the  sAme  under  consideration^  and  have  come  to  k 
conclusion  to  ifubmit  the  bill  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
Ther^  is  a  diversity  of  opinion  in  the  committee  upon  the  proposed 
bill.  A  majority  cf  the  committee  are  not  at  this  time  disposed  td 
express' any  dissent  to  the  provisions  or  principles  of  the  bill.  The 
undersigned,  however,  deemed  it  not  inappropriate  to  call  the  attention 
of  senators  to  its  provisions,  and  briefly  to  state  sopie  consideration^ 
which  will  prevent  him  from  favoring  its  passage. 

The  bill,  although  short,  is  of  a  comprehensive  character.  The 
first  section  enacts  that  **  no  corporation  shall  hereafter  interpose  the 
defence  of  usury  in  an;  action.''  The  second  section  declares  that 
the  term  corporation  as  used  in  this  act,  sliall  be  construed  to  in-* 
dude  all  associations  and  joint  stock  companies  having  any  of  the 
powers  and  privileges  of  corporations  not  possessed  by  individuals  or 
partnerships;  and  the  third  section  repeals  the  provisions  of  any  stat- 
ute inconsistent  with  the  first  section  of  the  act. 

m 
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It  may  be  well  to  remark  that  it  is  generally  nnderstood  that  this 
bill  bad  its  origin  in  the  wide-spread  indignation  of  the  commercial 
community  at  the  New-York  Dry  Dock  Bank,  which  had  recently  by 
a  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  avoided  the  payment  of  a  very 
large  amount  of  its  obligations  by  availing  itself  of  the  provisions  of 
the  statute  against  usury.  The  undersigned  is  not  dispcned  to  justify 
fraud  or  bad  faith  in  any  one  ;  yet  in  reference  to  this  case  he  is  of 
the  opinion  that  however  creditable  to  the  community  its  condemna- 
tion* may  be,  it  does  not  of  itself  furnish  conclusive  reasons  for  legis- 
lation of  a  character  so  radical  as  that  proposed  by  this  bill.  That 
"  hard  cases  make  bad  precedents,"  has  become  an  axiom  among  ju- 
rists, and  it  is  as  true  in  the  halls  of  legislation  as  upon  the  bench. 
The  legislative  enactment  or  judicial  decision  which  is  aimed  at 
wrong  in  a  particular  instance,  often  involves  principles  which  vi- 
tally affect  society  at  large,  and  reach  persons  and  cases  of  a  very 
different  character  from  those  originally  designed  for  its  operation. 

It  is  equally  well  understood  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  pressed 
by  a  class  of  corporations  desirous  of  borrowing  money  at  rates  of 
interest  beyond  those  recognized  as  legal,,  and  by  capitalists  who 
have  dealt  with  and  now  hold,  or  who  wish  hereafter  to  deal  with 
a  class  of  securities  respecting  which  there  exists  a  vague  and  un- 
easy suspicion  of  illegality  which  this  bill  is  designed  to  remove. 
It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  undersigned  to  enter  into  any  discus- 
sion of  the  policy  of  repealing  the  laws  for  the  prevention  of  usury. 
The  bill  before  us  purports  to  have  a  partial  and  limited  effect,  and 
such  it  was  doubtless  designed  to  have  ;  yet  it  is  with  deference  sug- 
gested that  the  third  section  is  more  comprehensive  in  its  scope  than 
is  apparent  upon  a  cursory  reading.  The  statute  against  usury  al« 
lows  defendants  generally  to  **  interpose  the  defence  of  usury."  C!or* 
porations  are  not  expressly  named  ;  they  have  no  rights  or  disabili- 
ties different  from  persons.  This  statute  and  its  provisions  are  in- 
consistent with  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  are 
therefore  expressly  repealed  by  the  third  section.  Will  not  thb  oper- 
ate as  a  total  repeal  of  usury  laws?  If  this  bill  is  to  become  a  law, 
as  seems  highly  probable,  the  undersigned  suggests  that  the  third 
section  should  be  amended  so  as  to  remove  all  doubt  as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  its  operation.  If  it  will  bear  or  is  designed  to  receive  the 
construction  which  is  above  suggested,  it  is  better  to  reach  the  ob- 
ject directly,  and  by  a  bill  which  shall  expreaBi»  in  its  titles  its  real 
character. 
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So  far  as  the  bill  is  designed  to  affect  securities  already  in  existence^ 
it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  it  must  fail;  or  if  the  question  of  power 
is  conceded  the  policy  and  justice  of  its  exercise  is  at  least  questiona- 
ble*     The  bill  does  not,  upon  its  face,  purport  to  be  retrospective, 
yet  it  is  notorious  that  its  advocates  urge  its  passage  in  the  professed 
expectation  that  it  will  extend  to  the  past  as  well  as  to  future  trans* 
actions.      If  any  corporation  has  outstanding  an  usurious  security, 
the  law  as  it  now  stands  declares  it  to  be  absolutely  void,  not  void- 
able merely.     Its  character  is  fixed.    It  is,  in  law,  as  if  it  were  not. 
Is  it  in  the  power  of  the  Legislature  to  give  ft  vitality  ?     If  it  has 
such  power,  is  it  expedient  to  exercise  it  ?    The  right  of  the  corpo- 
ration to  ^'  interpose  the  defence  of  usury"  in  an  action  upon  it  is 
vested  ;  can  or  ought  4he  Legislature  to  take  away  that  right  ?    To 
do  so  may  not  be  a  violation  of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
prohibits  a  State  from  passing  laws  to  impair  the  obligation  of  con- 
tracts ;  for,  literally,  it  does  not  impair  the  obligation  of  a  contract, 
but  it  seeks  to  do  practically  what  is  perhaps  equally  productive  of 
evils;  to  make  a  contract  between  parties  without  their  concurrence  in  a 
case  where  previpusly  none,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  existed.   This  may 
be  within  the  power  of  a  State,  but  should  such  a  power  be  ever  exer- 
cised .?    Besides,  there  is  given  an  action  to  recover  back  the  usuri- 
ous interest,  and  to  have  the  contract  or  instrument  purporting  to  be 
a  contract  formally  cancelled  and  all  prosecutions  thereof  enjoined 
by  the  courts.     These  remedies  are  more  obviously  within  the  reach 
of  legislative  repeal ;  but  as  they  were  not  given  in  respect  to  tran- 
sactions prior  to  the  passage  of  the  law,  is  it  just  to  withhold  them 
in  respect  to  those  entered  into  after  the  law  took  effect  ?    The  sta- 
tote  wisely  lefl  past  contracts  to  the  remedies  existing  at  the  time  of 
its  passage,  and  to  establish  now  a  new  rule  would  violate  the  har- 
mony which  should  attend  all  legislation  upon  the  business  transac- 
tions of  the  community. 

• 
Conceding  that  these  suggestions  are  not  well  founded,  or  that  the 

bill  is  intended  to  have  no  retrospective  effect,  the  question  arises,  is 
it  expedient  to  enatot  it  into  a  law  of  the  State  ?  In  the  opinion  of 
the  undersigned  it  is  clearly  inexpedient  The  law  will  be  produc- 
tive of  great  evils  to  both  persons  and  corporations,  and  the  benefits 
expected  from  it  will  fail  to  be  realized,  except,  perhaps,  in  a  few 
isolated  cases. 

This  opinion  is  held  in  opposition  to  that  of  many  persons  for 
whose  judgment,  integrity  and  sagacity,  the  highest  respect  is  enter- 
tained.    It  is  advanced  against  a  weight  of  authority  wdl  calculated 
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to  inspire  diffideDce,  yet,  bebg  sincerely  enlertabed^  duty  forbids  its 
suppression. 

■ 
No  adequate  reason  appears  for  depriving  a  corporation  or  a  legal 

flggr^ation  of  persons  of  rigkts  and  defences  which  are  retained,  for 
reasons  of  public  policy,  to  individuals  or  partnerships,  however  nu- 
merous the  persons  composing  the  latter  may  be.  If  the  measure  is 
designed  to  favor  corporations  and  joint  stock  companies,  and  to  give 
them  advantages  not  now  possessed,  it  is  still  more  objectionable  and 
contrary  to  public  poHcy.  In  either  view  it  is  special  and  partial 
legislation,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  impolitic  and 
burtfuL 

One  of  the  consequences  apprehended  from  the  passage  of  this  bill 
is,  that  corporations  will,  as  borrowers,  have  the  control  of  the  mo- 
ney market  to  a  great  extent,  in  times  of  a  scarcity  of  money.    The 
la\v  will  allow  them  to  offer  a  rate  for  its  use  which  is  deni^  to  in- 
dividual    The  lender  is  allowed  to  take  but  seven  per  cent  of  the 
merchant ;  of  a  corporation  he  can  take  ten  or  more.    The  security 
being  equal,  ox*  nearly  so,  can  there  be  a  doubt  that  the  corporation 
will  be  preferred,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  individual  ?     No  matter 
hpw  willing  the  merchant  may  be  to  pay  the  highest  rate,  he  is  vir- 
tually excluded,  because  the  law  gives  no  assurance  to  the  lender  that 
he  is  safe  against  the  '^  defence  of  usury;"  while  in  dealing  with  a 
corporation  at  the.  same,  or  even  at  a  higher  rate,  he  has  the  guaranty 
of  this  statute  that  no  such  plea  shall  be  interposed.    The  sufliciency 
of  the  security  therefore  becomes  the  sole  inquiry,  if  more  than  seven 
per.  cent  is  offered  by  the  corporation^      The  merchant  is  excluded 
f):om  the  field,  however  ample  his  security,  or  however  willing  he 
may  be  to  pay  more  than  the  legal  rate.    It  is  well  known  that  the 
bonds  or  securities  of  corporations  are  constantly  in  the  market  to 
very  large  amounts,  even  when  money  is  ab.undant.    In  times  of 
commercial  embarassment,  such  as  existed  but  a  few  years  ago,  cor- 
porations are  frequently  large  borrowers  from  capitalists.    Now, 
they  meet  individuals  in  the  money-market  upon  equal  terms.    Pass 
this  bill,  and  let  a  similar  state  of  pecuniary  distress  ensue,  and  your 
banks,  insurance  companies,  railroad  companies,  steamship,  manu- 
facturing, plankroad  and  turnpike  companies,  and  the  many  other  de- 
scriptions of  corporations  throughout  the  land,  will  sweep  away  the 
hoardings  of  the  money-lender,  to  the  exclusion  and  ruin  of  thou- 
sands of  merchants  and  mechanics,  who  but  for  this  law  would  be 
enabled  safely  to  ride  out  the  storm.    It  is  no  answer  Uy  thia  objec- 
tion to  say,  that  the  individual  can  and  wiU  agree  to  pay  the  sazne 


Mb.  !1&.]  S 

rate  as  the  corporatioD.  Hie  law  furnishes  an  endorsement  of  the 
contract  of  the  corporation  which  it  denies  to  that  of  the  tndivid* 
uat,  and  the  capitalist  will  prefer  the  former.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
enli(fge  upon  this  point.  If  it  is  not  apparent  upon  the  bare  state- 
ment, no  argument  however  ext^ded,  can  make  it  so. 

Another  result  to  be  apprehended  frojoo^  the  passage  of  this  bill  is» 
an  u^due  ei^tension  of  the  business  of  corporations.  Our  people  are 
enterprising  and  sanguine.  They  embark  ixi  schemes  readily,  and 
are  too  often  misled  by  vague  calculations  of  profit  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  point  to  the  hundreds  of  corporations  whose  original  stock  is 
nearly  or  quite  lost  before  the  several  objects  of  their  creation  are 
attained,  and  who  have  borrowed  as  long  as  borrowing  was  possi- 
ble. These  loans  take  precedence  of  the  claims  of  stockholders,  and 
the  latter  are  often  sacrificed  by  the  facility  with  which  scheming 
and  plausible  managers  can  effect  loans.  Works  are  undertaken 
with  a  small  portion  only  of  the  capital  stock  subscribed  which  is 
necessary  for  their  completion.  Enterprising  and  confiding  men  sub- 
scribe to  the  stock,  and  when  this  resource  is  exhausted  the  enquiry  is 
at  once  made,  what  are  the  borrowing  powers  of  the  company  ?  If 
a  sufficient  amount  of  capital  has  been  expended  upon  the  work  to 
satisfy  the  caution  or  'cupidity  of  the  lender,  in  the  way  of  security, 
the  loan  is  effected — the  lender  of  course  taking  precedence  of  the 
stockholder,  and  thenceforward  the  work  is  carried  on  solely  by  loans: 
the  value  of  the  stock  being  so  far  depreciated  as  to  render  farther 
subscriptions  impossible.  It  is  needless  to  add,  that  in  most  cases 
the  work  becomes,  practically,  the  property  of  the  lender  ;  its  man- 
agers being  mere  trustees  to  conduct  its  business  and  pay  over  the 
earnings  to  meet  the  interest  of  its  indebtedness. 

Under  the  operation  of  this  bill  these  evils  must  be  greatly  aggpra- 
vated.  As  long  as  there  is  any  vitality  left  in  a  corporation,  and  a 
plausible  excuse  for  going  forward  exists,  it  will  borrow  at  some 
rate  of  interest,  and  the  higher  the  rate  the  sooner  are  the  stockhold- 
ers stripped  of  their  property.  Is  it  wise  or  just,  by  special  legisla- 
tion, to  facilitate  such  results  ? 

Another  effect  to  be  apprehended  from  this  bill  becoming  a  law  is, 
it  will  induce  capitalists  to  refuse  to  embark  in  meritorious  public  enter- 
prizes  as  original  stockholders.  They  will  prefer  to  become  lenders 
at  large  rates  of  interest  rather  than  to  incur  the  hazards  of  a  stock- 
holder, or  to  take  the  less  tempting  reward  of  dividends  for  the  use 
of  their  capital.  Consequently  they  will  not  become  subscribers, 
and  their  capital  will  receive,  by  law,  a  protection  as  well  as  a  profit, 
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which  is  not  accorded  tot  the  more  public-spirited  and  less  wealthy 
projectors  and  friends  of  many  enterprises  designed  to  develope  the 
resources,  increase  the  wealth  and  add  to  the  glory  of  the  State. 

There  are  many  other  objectionSi  in  the  view  of  the  undersigned, 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill ;  but  sufficient  has  been  said  to  call  the 
serious  attention  of  Senators  to  the  subject,  and,  that  accomplished, 
its  fate  is  left  to  their  decision. 

GEO.  IL  BABCOCK.  j 
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Made  to  the  Legislatnie,  March  1,  1850. 


ALBANY: 

WEED.  PARSONS  h  Co.,  PUBLIC  PRINTERS 
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.  IN  SENATE,  MAECH 1, 1850. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Regents  of  the  University. 

To  the  HoxL  Gbobob  W.  Patterson, 

Lieut.  Crovemor  and  President  of  the  Senate: 

Sir — ^I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Re- 
gents of  the  University. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

G.  Y.  LANSING, 

Chancellor. 
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The  foUowiDg  gentlemen  composed  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
University,  at  the  time  of  making  the  report  herewith  published. 
The  dates  of  their  appointment  are  prefixed  to  their  names. 

The  GOVERNOR,  ex  officio. 

The  LIEUT.  GOVERNOR,  ex  officio. 

The  SECRETARY  OF  STATE,  ex  officio. 

1825,  January    12,  JOHN  GREIG. 

1826,  January    26,  GULIAN  C.  VERPLANCK,  LL.'  D. 
1829,  March      31,  GERRIT  Y.  LANSING. 

1829,  March      31,  JOHN  K.  PAIGE. 
1833,  February    5,  ERASTUS  CORNING. 

1833,  April  4,  PROSPF«Kjtf,  WETMORE. 

1834,  April        17,  JOHNp^,.  GRAHAM. 

1835,  April         8,  JOHN  McLEAN. 

1842,  February    1,  GIDEON  HAWLEY,  LL.  D. 

1842,  March      24,  DAVID  BUEL. 

1844,  May  4,  JAMES  S.  WADSWORTH. 

1844,  May  4,  JOHN  V.  L.  PRUYN. 

1845,  May         10,  JABEZ  D.  HAMMOND,  LL.  D. 

1846,  February   2,  JOHN  L.  O'SULLIVAN. 

1846,  February   2,  ROBERT  CAMPBELL. 

1847,  May  6,  Rev.  SAMUEL  LUCKEY,  D.  D. 
1847,  Septem'r  22,  ROBERT  G.  RANKIN. 

1849,  February    6,  PHILIP  S.  VAN  RENSSELAER. 
(One  vacancy.) 

OFFICERS  OF  TBB  BOARD. 

GERRIT  Y.  LANSING,  ChoMtUor. 
JOHN  GREIG,  Vice-ChaneeUor. 
T.  ROMEYN  BECK,  Secretary. 

Mr.  Hawley,  the  GoTemor,  the  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Hammond 
and  Mr.  Coming,  were  the  committee  to  prepare  the  Annual  Report 
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TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  THE  STATE  OF  NEW-YORK. 

The  Regents  of  the  UniTersity  in  compliance  \rith  the  duty  requi- 
red of  them  by  law,  respectfully  present  this,  their 

SIXTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

•  « 

They  have  received  reports  during  their  present  session  from  ten 
colleges,  and  one  hundred  sixty-one  academies. 

L  Colleges. 

Reports  have  been  received  from  Columbia  College,  Union  Col- 
lege, Hamilton  College,  Geneva  College  and  its  Medical  Institution, 
the  University  of  the  City  of  New-York  and  its  Medical  Department, 
Madison  University,  St.  John's  College  at  Fordham,  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  the  city  of  New-York,  Albany  Medical 
College,  and  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Buffalo. 

All  these  are  herewith  transmitted,  with  tabular  statements  show- 
ing the  condition  of  the  respective  institutions,  under  the  divisions  of 
literary  and  medical  education. 

The  aggregate  number  of  students  in  general  literature  and  science, 
in  the  colleges  reporting  during  the  collegiate  year  (which  in  these 
institutions  ends  at  various  periods,  from  July  to  October  1849,)  was 
948,  being  a  less  number  than  that  reported  in  1849,  by  32.  The 
number  of  Medical  Students  in  attendance  was  848,  being  an  increase 
of  four  on  the  number  reported  last  year. 

The  comparative  condition  of  these  departments  during  the  last 
three  vears  will  be  seen  below. 

Literary         Medical 

Colleges.       Colleges.  Total. 

Reported  in  1848, 957     769     1,726 

do  1849, 980     844     1,824 

do  1860. 948     848     1,796 


* 
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II.  Academies. 

The  \rhole  number  of  Academies  at  the  date  of  this  report  subject 
to  the  visitation  of  the  Regents,  including  the  Grammar  Schools  at- 
tached  to  Columbia  College  and  to  the  University  of  the  city  of  New- 
Yorky  and  the  Institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
is  196. 

The  number  reported  by  the  Regents  at  the  date  of  their  last  an- 
nual report,  was  1S8. 

They  have  incorporated  since  the  1st  of  March,  1849,  the  follow- 
ing: 

1.  Windsor  Academy  at  Windsor,  in  the  county  of  Broon^e^  on 
the  15th  March,  1849. 

2.  Sauquoit  Academy  at  Sauquoit  in  |he  county  of  Oneida  on  the 
6th  of  April,  1849. 

3.  Bnwmville  Female  Seminary  at  BrownvilJe  in  the  county  of 
Ji^fferson  on  the  lOtb  of  January,  1860. 

4.  Prattsville  Academy  at  Pratt^viJIe  in  the  county  of  Greece  on 
the  dlst  of  January,  1850. 

6.  Hvbbardsville  Academy  at  Hubbard's  Comers  in  the  town  of 
Hamilton  and  county  of  Madison  oh  the  14th  of  February,  1850. 

The  following  academies,  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  have 
either  placed  themselves  under  the  visitation  of  the  Regents,  or  made 
the  necessary  reports  required  by  their  acts  of  incorporation: 

1.  Rome  Academy  at  Rome  in  the  county  of  Oneida,  incorporated 
January  28,  1848.    Received  March  1 5,  1849. 

2.  Liberty  Jformal  InstUvie  at  Liberty,  in  the  county  of  Sullivan, 
incorporated  April  10,  1849.    Received  September  20,  1849. 

3.  Jfev>York  Free  Academy  at  New-York,  incorporated  May  7, 
1847.    Received  October  31,  1849. 

The  number  of  academies,  that  have  reported,  is  161.  Of  these 
however,  Bethany  Academy  only  states  its  financial  condition.  The 
usual  course  of  instruction  will  shortly  be  resumed  in  it. 
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The  following  have  not  reported: 

1.  Astoria  Institute. 

2.  Avon  Academy. 

3.  Batavia  Female  Academy. 

4.  Bridgewater  Academy. 

5.  Brownville  Female  Seminary,  (just  incorporated.) 
€.  Clarkson  Academy. 

7.  Clermont  Academy. 

8.  De  Lancey  Institute. 

9.  Essex  County  Academy. 

10.  Fonda  Academy. 

11.  Gaines  Academy. 

12.  Hempstead  Seminary. 

13.  Herkimer  Academy. 

14.  Knoxville  Academy. 

15.  Lancaster  Academy. 

16.  Lewiston  Academy. 

17.  Mendon  Academy. 

18.  Mori  ah  Academy. 

19.  Oyster  Bay  Academy. 

20.  Palmyra  High  School 

21.  Perry  Centre  Institute. 

22.  Piermont  Academy. 

23.  Poughkeepsie  Classical  School. 

24.  Redhook  Academy. 

25.  Ridgeway  Academy. 

26.  Schenectady  Academy. 

27.  Schenectady  Young  Ladies  Seminary, 

28.  Steuben  Academy. 

29.  Sullivan  County  Academy. 

30.  Syracuse  Academy. 

31.  Waterford  Academy. 

32.  Waterloo  Academy. 

33.  Westtown  Academy. 

34.  White  Plains  Academy. 

35.  Yates  County  Academy  and  Female  Seminary. 

Of  the  above,  Palmyra  High  School,  is  reported  by  a  committee 
of  visitation  on  the  part  of  the  Regents,  to  be  extinct.  It  virill  ac- 
cordingly be  hereafter  left  from  the  list.  There  are  doubtless  sev- 
eral more  in  a  similar  condition,  but  the  Regents  have  as  yet  no 
official  information  to  that  effect. 

|[Senate,  No.  113.J  2 
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Numerous  schedules  have  been  prepared,  as  in  former  yean^  to 
present  a  full  view  of  the  relatWe  progress  and  condition  of  all  the 
academies  reporting. 

Jfumber  one  contains  a  list  of  all  the  academies  reporting, 
arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  with  the  cities,  towns  or  incorporat* 
ed  Tillages  and  counties  in  which  they  are  situated.  To  this  is 
added,  on  the  suggestion  of  a  professor  in  one  of  our  colleges,  the 
Barnes  of  the  principals  of  the  respective  institutions  during  the  year 
comprised  within  the  Annual  Report.  The  Regents  do  not  doubt 
but  that  this  addition  will  be  deemed  an  important  improTement 

Mtmber  two  exhibits  the  whole  number  of  students  in  the  respect- 
ive academies,  at  the  dates  of  their  annual  reports,  and  which  are 
required  to  be  the  conclusion  of  the  term  or  quarter  nearest  to  the 
first  of  January  in  each  year,  and  also  the  whole  number  taught 
during  the  year  or  part  of  the  year,  ending  on  the  day  just  men- 
tioned. The  same  schedule  also  contains  the  number  claimed  by 
the  academies  and  allowed  by  the  Regents  to  be  classical  scholars,  or 
students  in  the  higher  branches  of  English  education,  as  defined  by 
statute.  Distinct  columns  for  the  number  of  male  and  female  scho^ 
ars  respectively  claimed,  are  also  given.  They  stand  as  follows  for 
the  three  last  years. 

Males.  Fematea. 

In  1848, 7,007  6,923 

In  1849, 7,366  7,769 

In  1860,  (present  report,) - 8,206  8,348 

The  average  age  of  the  students  claimed,  whenever  it  has  been 
returned  by  the  Academy,  will  be  found  in  a  column  in  the  same 
taUe. 

The  following  abstract  shows  the  result  obtained  in  the  present 
schedule,  compared  with  those  of  the  two  preceding  years: 

Whole  No.  at-     No.  attendtnr 
tending  during     at  the  date  iSt 

the  year.  the  reports.  Claimed.  AUowvd. 

1848, 26,838  13,068  14,282  14,262 

1849, 27,077  13,888  16,115  15,043 

1860, 28,941  14,925  16,653  16,614 

JVumben  three  and  four  contain  tabular  statements  of  the  relative 
condition  of  the  academies,  as  to  their  peimanent   endowments  and 
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other  ftiiids,  their  annual  revenues  and  expenditures,  together  with 
the  debts  due  by  them.  The  total  amount  of  fixed  capital  in  lots, 
buildings,  libraries,  philosophical  apparatus  and  in  other  property 
set  apart  for  their  support,  was 

In  1848,  reported  as, - $M66,760 

In  1849, 1,467,061 

And  the  present  year  1850,- 1,606,064 

The  debts  chargeable  on  the  above  inyestments  have  but  slightly 
increased  compared  with  the  large  additional  investment  of  property. 

They  were  in  1848, #169,023 

1849, 164,261 

And  in  1850, 154,740 

The  annual  income  derived  from  tuition  fees  and  the  amount  paid 
as  Uie  salaries  of  teachers,  for  the  last  three  years  is  also  shown 
below: 

Tuition  Fees.      Salaries  of  Teachen. 

In  1848,. 1215,949  #210,525 

In  1849,. 220,034  215,191 

In  1850, 227,576  232,375 

Jfvmiberfive  contains  a  statement  of  the  appropriations  made  by 
the  Regents  to  various  academies  for  the  purchase  of  books  and 
apparatus,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1834,  relative  to 
the  application  and  distribution  of  the  revenue  of  the  Literature 
Fund,  and  of  the  acts  subsequently  passed,  containing  a  similar  dis- 
position.  From  this  table  it  appears  that  up  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1850,  the  sum  of  #39,461.95  has  been  granted  by  the  Regents,  and 
an  equal  amount  raised  by  academies,  making  a  total  of  $78,923.90. 

Unfortunately,  a  disposition  was  becoming  quite  too  common  to 
delay  the  expenditures  in  question,  and  the  Regents  were  induced 
£rom  a  sense  of  what  was  due  to  the  liberality  of  the  State,  and 
indeed  also  to  the  best  interests  of  the  academies  interested,  to  re- 
quire that  the  sums  raised  and  granted,  should  be  expended  within 
the  year  during  which  they  were  granted,  or  at  least  before  the 
coming  in  of  the  next  annual  report.  The  result  has  met  their  ful* 
lest  expectations.  Of  the  large  sum  named  above,  the  whole  has 
been  satisfactorily  accounted  for^  except  the  following  amounts 


IS  I^SSVATB 

Prior  to  1846, $461  72 

IVom  1845,  to  1850,-- ' $211  23 


$672  95 


A  smaller  amount  than  has  been  reported  for  a  number  of  years 
past 

JVumber  six^  contains  a  statement  of  the  numbers  of  teachers  and 
departments;  of  the  periods  when  exercises  in  composition  and  de- 
clamation, or  both  are  attended  to,  and  also  of  the  numbers  gratuit- 
ously instructed  in  the  several  academies.  It  also  presents,  so  far 
as  it  can  be  ascertained  from  the  reports,  the  numbers  of  instructors 
in  each  academy,  that  have  expressed  an  intention  to  make  teaching 
their  profession. 

The  number  thus  reported  for  the  last  three  years,  are  as  fol* 
lows: 

No.  who  intend       Students  gn> 
No.  of  to  make  it  a  tuitoualy  in- 

Teachere.         profession.  strncted. 

1848,  (166  academies,) 659  427  257 

1849,(155  academies,) 667  473  243 

1860,  ( 160  academies,) 695  504  455 

N.  6.  Of  the  above  numbers,  (455)  194  were  instructed  at  the 
New-York  Free  Academy. 

Jfxjtmher  seven,  contains  abstracts  of  the  prices  charged  for  tuition 
in  the  elementary  branches  of  englfah  education,  in  the  higher 
branches  of  the  same,  and  lastly,  in  classical  studies.  To  these,  are 
added  columns  stating  the  price  of  board  at  each  academy,  and  the 
number  of  volumes  in  its  library.  An  additional  column  will  also 
be  found,  indicating  whether  the  "Natural  History  of  New- 
York,"  as  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  pursuant  to  provis- 
ions of  law,  remained  in  the  Academy  Library,  and  continued  to 
be  its  property.  The  Regents  were  of  opinion,  that  as  a  preference 
has  been  given  by  repeated  enactments,  to  these  institutions,  in  fur- 
nishing them  with  the  work  in  question,  they  should  at  least  not 
alienate  it,  and  they  are  happy  to  perceive  by  the  returns,  that  in 
most  instances,  this  proves  to  be  the  fact. 
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The  Tolumes  in  the  libraries  for  the  last  three  years,  number  as 
follows: 

Ayertge 
No^  Yolnmet  number. 

In  1848,  153  academies  reported, 63,365  4 14 

In  1849,  154        do  do      65,524  424 

In  1850,  157        do  do      66,442  423 

JVumbers  eight  and  nine  exhibit  the  subjects  of  study  taught,  and 
the  class  or  text  books  used  for  that  purpose 

Jfvmber  ten  contains  a  few  extracts  from  reports. 

To  these  are  subjoined  abstracts  of  the  returns  of  Meteorological 
Observations,  made  during  the  year  1849,  and  a  few  communications 
and  extracts,  relating  to  the  science.  Tho  present  will  be  the  last 
return  under  the  late  system  of  observing,  as  through  the  liberality 
of  the  last  Legislature,  the  Regents  have  been  enabled  to  lay  the 
ground  work  for  a  more  accurate  and  more  useful  plan.  Man}*  cir- 
cumstances have  delayed  its  going  into  operation  with  the  present 
year,  but  it  is  confidently  expected  that  before  midsummer,  all  the 
selected  stations  in  the  State,  will  be  furnished  with  the  necessary 
instruments,  and  the  observations  generally  commenced.  The  details 
connected  with  this' subject  will,  however,  be  shortly  communicated 
to  the  Legislature,  in  a  more  specific  manner. 

The  Legislature,  by  an  act  passed  March  30,  1849,  (Chap.  174,) 
in  one  of  its  sections,  ordained  as  follows  : 

Section  2.  The  Treasurer  shall  pay  on  the  warrant  of  the  Comp- 
troller, out  of  the  income  of  the  United  States  Deposit  or  Literature 
Fund,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  Trustees  of  one  or  more 
academies,  as  the  Regents  of  the  University  shall  designate  in  each 
county  in  this  State,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  per  year 
for  the  years  1860  and  1851 ;  provided  such  academy  or  academies 
shall  have  instructed  in  the  science  of  common  school  teaching,  for 
at  least  four  months  during  each  of  said  years,  at  least  twenty  in- 
dividuals, but  no  such  one  county  shall  receive  a  larger  sum  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  law,  the  Regents  held  a  special 
meeting  on  the  9th  of  April,  1849,  appointed  a  committee  to  de- 
signate and  repoil  the  academies  that  should  be  selected  for  the 
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abore  purpose  and  abo  to  report  the  formt  of  proceeding  to  be  le- 
quired  from  said  academies  to  entitle  tbem  to  the  appropriation. 

The  Regoits  agreed  to  meet  early  in  the  autumn  to  receive  the 
aboTe  report  and  to  make  a  selection  of  academies  accordmgly. 
Meanwhile  public  notice  was  given  in  the  State  paper  of  the  above, 
with  a  list  of  academies  already  applying,  and  of  the  intention  and 
proposed  time  of  the  future  meeting. 

On  the  20th  of  September,  1849,  the  Regents  accordingly  met, 
and  at  which  meeting  the  following  were  present 

The  Chancellor,  Mr.  McLean, 

The  Governor,  Mr.  Hawley, 

The  Lieut  Governor,  Mr.  Duel, 

The  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Pruyn, 

Mr.  Lansing,  Mr.  Hammond, 

Mr.  Paige,  Mr.  Campbell, 

Mr.  Coming,  Mr.  Rankin, 

Mr.  Graham,  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  from  the  above  committee  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Regents  in  April  last  to  receive 
and  report  on  the  applications  that  might  be  made  by  academies  to 
be  appointed  to  instruct  Common  School  Teachers,  in  conformity  to 
the  provisions  of  the  act  passed  March  30,  1849,  and  to  designate 
the  academies  to  be  selected. 

Report  that  they  have  received  applications  fit>m  57  academies  in 
38  counties.    (The  list  is  omitted.) 

On  receiving  the  above  list  of  applicants,  the  earliest  subject  (or 
consideration  and  decision  appeared  to  be  whether  the  appropriation 
should  be  limited  to  a  single  academy  in  each  county.  There  are 
many  reasons  why,  in  the  view  of  the  committee,  this  course  should 
be  preferred.  If  the  number  of  students  to  be  educated,  equally 
with  the  amount  of  money  to  be  granted,  be  subdivided,  there  is 
much  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  object  to  be  attained  will  be  al- 
together considered  as  a  secondaiy  one.  Indeed  it  is  highly  ques- 
tionable, whether  academies  the  best  qualified  in  their  courses  of  in- 
structions and  other  appliances  of  every  kind,  would  be  willing  to 
undertake  the  instruction  of  ten  or  less  studoits,  and  for  the  som  Id 
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which  this  arrangement  would  necessarily  restrict  them.  The  com- 
mittee are  therefore  unanimonsly  of  opinion,  that  the  selection  should 
be  confined  to  one  academy  in  each  county  that  has  applied. 

In  proceeding  to  designate  the  academies  for  this  purpose,  the 
committee  have  been  guided  by  the  best  information  within  their 
reach,  as  to  the  ability  of  the  applicant  to  perform  the  required  duty. 
They  submit  the  following  list  as  in  their  opinion  the  preferable  one, 
only  remarking,  that  in  a  few  instances,  where  claims  have  been  pre* 
sented  of  nearly  equal  strength,  they  have  usually  inclined  in  favor 
of  such  institutions  as  were  deprived  of  their  expected  appropriation 
in  1844,  in  consequence  of  the  change  of  the  views  of  the  Legisla- 
ture relative  to  the  instruction  of  Cofnmon  School  Teachers,  and  the 
establishment  of  the  present  Normal  School. 

With  these  explanations,  the  committee  recommend  that  the  fol- 
lowing academies  be  designated  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the 
act  above  referred  to,  and  for  the  years  1850  and  1861,  respectively, 
unless  revoked  for  the  last  named  year  by  the  Regents,  on  sufficient 
cause. 

(The  list  of  academies,  with  those  subsequently  added,  will  be 
found  at  the  end  of  this  report.) 

The  committee  are  also,  by  the  above  resolution,  directed  to  re- 
port the  forms  to  be  required  from  said  academies,  to  entitle  them 
to  the  appropriation. 

On  this  matter  it  is  not  necessary  to  be  too  specific.  The  law 
requires  that  the  students  shall  be  instructed  in  the  science  of  com- 
mon school  teaching,  for  at  least  four  months  in  each  year.  It  is  to 
be  presumed  that  every  academy  applying  is  familiar  with  what  is 
here  intended.  The  pupils  are  certainly  to  be  instructed  in  all  the  im- 
portant elementary  branches,  they  should  also  attend  to  as  many  of  the 
more  advanced  studies  as  are  compatible  with  their  advancement  on 
entering  and  the  time  they  can  spare,  and  above  all  they  must  be 
taught  the  science  of  common  school  teaching.  But  whether  this 
last  shall  be  by  lectures,  by  witnessing  the  progress  of  a  well  ordered 
school  during  the  above  period,  or  by  being  placed  for  a  portion  of 
it  in  authority  over  a  certain  number  of  younger  scholars  and  in- 
structing and  governing  them,  must  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
be  in  a  great  measure  left  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  the 
trustees  and  principals  of  the  respective  academies. 
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They  however  unite  in  adyising  that  certain  conditions  shonld  be 
exacted  either  from  the  academies,  or  the  popils  thus  received. 
They  should  be  instructed  free  of  charge  for  the  four  months  in 
question.  While  it  is  understood  that  they  may  be  received  from 
any  part  of  the  State,  it  is  at  the  same  time  only  a  proper  return 
for  the  bounty  of  the  State,  that  they  should  on  entering,  sign  a 
pledge,  that  they  intend  to  devote  a  reasonable  time  to  the  business 
of  teaching  district  schools,  and  to  make  the  obligation  the  more 
reliable,  the  age  should  be  specified  by  the  board,  previous  to  which 
they  should  not  be  allowed  to  enter.  In  the  Normal  School  the 
females  are  required  to  be  on  admission  of  the  age  of  sixteen,  and 
the  males,  eighteen;  possibly  this  might  be  somewhat  reduced  in 
these  county  institutions,  and  the  committee  therefore  recommend 
that  the  limit  for  females  be  14  years,  and  for  males  16  years. 

The  secretary  should  be  instructed  to  prepare  under  the  direction 
of  a  committee,  the  form  of  an  annual  report  by  each  academy  after 
completing  its  tour  of  duty,— --of  the  name  and  age  of  each  student 
claimed — the  studies  pursued  by  him  and  for  what  length  of  time — 
a  schedule  indeed  resembling  that  now  required  in  the  annual  re- 
ports. The  time  of  the  coming  in  of  this  report  should  also  be 
fixed  by  the  Regents.  Probably  the  most  convenient  will  be  on  or 
before  the  1st  of  January  in  each  of  the  years  1851  and  1852. 

It  has  also  been  asked  by  several  academies,  whether  the  law 
contemplates  or  the  Regents  will  expect  that  additional  teachers  are 
to  be  employed  for  the  scholars  in  question,  and  whether  they  are  to 
be  taught  separately  from  the  other  pupils.     Even  as  to  this  it  is 
not  advisable  to  adopt  positive  rules.    Most  of  the  academies  promise 
that  if  selected  they  will  obtain  an  additional  teacher.     Others  may 
have  already  a  sufficient  academical  staff.    Let  this  subject  be   a 
matter  of  specific  answer  in  tbe  annual  return  and  the  Regents  can 
then  judge  whether  justice  has  been  done.    As  to  rigid  separation 
into  distinct  classes,  the  committee  can  imagine  no  advantage  to  re- 
sult from  it,  unless  there  be  great  discrepancy  in  age  and  advancement 
between  them   and  the  other  pupils.    The  same  reasons  which  in 
any  well  regulated  institution  justify  the  union  of  certain  individa- 
als  into  one  class  or  more,  ought  in  this  case  to  be  the  governing 
rule.  ^ 

Again  it  has  been  inquired  whether  the  instruction  should  be  dur- 
ing four  continuous  months.  Certainly  this  would  be  the  most  de- 
sirable, but  in  many  academies  the  terms  do  not  commence  with  the 
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year,  and  again  it  may  not  always  be  convenient  for  the  pupil  to 
remain  the  full  time  in  question  at  once.  The  law  specifies  four 
months  of  instruction  during  the  year,  and  if  this  be  complied  with, 
the  Regents  cannot  withhold  the  appropriation.  Still  it  should  be 
required  to  state  in  the  annual  return,  whether  any  and  if  so  what 
diyision  of  the  time  has  occurred. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  with  a  distinct  expression  of 
the  views  of  the  Regents  on  the  matters  now  noticed,  there  can  be 
little  difficulty  in  organizing  and  in  carrying  out  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature,  in  enacting  the  law  now  to  be  acted  upon. 

CHRISTOPHER  MORGAN, 
HAMILTON  FISH, 
JOHN  V.  L.  PRUYN. 


The  Regents  unanimously  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee, 
and  designated  the  academies  named  by  them  for  the  purposes  pro- 
posed by  law.  A  few  appointments  in  counties  not  previously  con- 
sidered, have  subsequently  been  made,  and  the  following  is  a  com- 
plete list  up  to  the  present  date: 


1.  Allegany  CourUyy 

2.  Broome  CourUy, 

3.  Cayuga  County^ 

4.  ChatUauque  County y 

5.  Chemung  County y 

6.  Chenango  County^ 

7.  Clinton  County y 

8.  Columbia  County y 

9.  Cortland  County, 
10.  Delaware  Countyy 
]  1.  Dutchess  CoufUyy 

12.  Erie  County^ 

13.  Franklin  Countyy 

14.  Fulton  Countyy 

15.  Genesee  Countyy 

16.  Greene  Countyy 

17.  Herkimer  Countyy 

18.  Jefferson  Countyy 

19.  Kings  Countyy 

20.  Lewis  Countyy 

21.  Livingston  Countyy 

22.  Madison  Countyy 
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Friendship  Academy, 

Binghamton  Academy, 

Cayuga  Academy, 

Westfield  Academy, 

Elmira  Academy, 

Oxford  Academy, 

Plattsburgh  Academy, 

Kinderhook  Academy, 

Cortland  Academy, 

Delaware  Academy, 

Amenia  Seminary, 

Aurora  Academy, 

Franklin  (Malone)  Academy, 

Kingsborough  Academy, 

Genesee  and  Wyoming  Seminary, 

Coxsackie  Academy, 

Fairfield  Academy, 

Jefferson  County  Institute, 

Brooklyn  Female  Academy, 

Lowviile  Academy, 

Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary, 

Oneida  Conference  Seminary, 
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S3.  Manfoe  County, 
M.  Jfiagixra  Ccuniy, 
36.  Oneida  County, 
86.  Onondaga  Coufdy, 

27.  Ontario  County, 

28.  Orleans  County, 

29.  Oswego  County, 
90.  Otsego  County, 

31.  Rensselaer  County, 

32.  iSf.  Lawrence  County, 

33.  Saratoga  County, 
34  Schoharie  County, 

35.  Seneca  County, 

36.  Steuben  County, 

37.  Sullivan  County, 

38.  Tioga  County, 

39.  7of7»2)A:{9U  County, 

40.  UZ^ier  County, 

41.  ITafren  County, 

42.  IFiuAtn^on  County 

43.  TTayn^  County, 

44.  Wyoming  County, 


Brockport  Colleg;iate  Io8titote» 

Wilson  CoUegi&te  IiiBtitute, 

Rome  Academy, 

Munro  Academy, 

East  Bloomfield  Academy, 

Yates  Academy, 

Mexico  Academy, 

Cherry  Valley  Academy, 

Sand  Lake  Acad^ny, 

St.  Lawrence  Academy, 

Stillwater  Seminary, 

Schoharie  Academy, 

Seneca  Falls  Academy, 

Franklin  (Prattsburgh)  Academy. 

Liberty  Normal  Institute, 

Owego  Academy, 

Ithaca  Academy, 

Kingston  Academy, 

Glens  Falls  Academy, 

Washington  Academy, 

Red  Creek  Union  Academy, 

Middlebury  Academy. 


It  is  sincerely  hoped  that  the  above  arrangement  for  increasing  the 
number  of  well  educated  Common  School  Teachers  throughout  the 
State,  may  prove  so  successful,  as  to  warrant  the  continued  patron- 
age of  the  constituted  authorities. 

During  the  last  season,  a  large  number  of  the  academies  in  the 
north  and  northeastern  sections  of  the  State  have  been  visited  by  a 
committee  of  the  Regents,  whose  arduous  and  disinterested  labors 
deserve  the  thanks  of  the  public,  while  at  the  same  time,  their  per- 
sonal  examinations  have  already  proved  of  important  benefit  to  the 
various  institutions*  Many  of  the  academies  in  the  west  have  been 
similarly  inspected. 

But  the  Regents,  as  they  have  repeatedly  stated  in  their  annual 
reports,  are  of  opinion,  that  means  should  be  afforded  for  making  a 
thorough  visitation  of  all  the  academies,  both  as  to  their  financial, 
and  their  literary  condition.  Public  institutions  devoted  by  corpo- 
rations or  individuals,  to  the  great  cause  of  education,  ^ould  be 
distinguished  from  such  as  are  deemed,  and  probably  with  some  de- 
gree of  truth  to  be  more  or  less,  private  property.    That  misappre- 
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hensions  or  jealousies  exbt  on  this  sulject,  cannot  be  concealed,  and 
the  well  being  of  the  present  system  of  academic  instruction,  evident- 
ly renders  a  close  and  searching  examination  necessary  to  conform 
Uie  academies  in  all  respects,  to  the  high  place  and  elevated  rank, 
that  they  were  intended  by  our  predecessors  to  hold.  A  comparison 
in  this  respect,  may  even  now  be  made,  by  inspecting  the  schedules 
accompanying  this  annual  report,  and  the  Regents  indeed,  while 
aware  of  their  value,  as  statistical  documents,  are  of  opinion  that 
a  still  more  important  benefit  may  be  derived  from  them,  in  enabling 
each  academy  to  compare  its  condition  with  that  of  others,  and  thus 
profit  by  their  imperfections  or  improvements. 

By  ordtf  of  the  Regents  of  the  University. 

O.  Y.  LANSmO,  ChanceUor. 

T.  RoMSTN  Beck,  Secretary. 
Mbmy,  FA.  28,  1850. 
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1.  COLUMBIA  COLLEGE. 

To  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New- York,  the 
trustees  of  Columbia  College  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
collegiate  year,  ending  on  the  first  day  of  October  last,  containing 
a  true  statement  of  faots,  showing  the  progress  and  condition  of  the 
college  during  and  at  the  close  of  the  said  year,  in  respect  to  the 
several  subject  matters  following,  viz: 

Under  the  heads, 

1.  Jfumhtr  and  Description  of  Professorships. 
2.  Faculty  and  other  College  Officers. 
There  is  no  change  to  notice  since  the  last  report. 

3.  Jfuwber  of  Students. 

The  number  of  students,  undergraduates^  during  the  year  wa9 136, 
all  of  whom  were  regularly  matriculated.  The  number  on  whom 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  was  conferred  at  the  commencement 
was  32. 

Twenty  students  left  the  college  from  various  causes,  during  the 
year,  so  that  the  remaining  number  was  84.  It  is  not  known  that 
there  were  any  students  in  the  college  under  the  age  of  14. 

4.  Class^cation  of  Students. 
The  classification  was, 

1.  Inthe  Senior  dasSj-  —  •- ---  32 

2.  In  the  Junior  class,— --•« •...* •  31 

3.  In  the  Sophomore  class,- .....•.«  33 

4.  In  the  Freshman  class,--'^ — -  40 

6.  CMege  Terms. 

Remain  as  at  previous  reports,  to  which  the  trustees  beg  leave  to 
refer. 

Course  of  Study. 

The  sub-graduate  course  pursued  this  year  was  as  follows: 

The  Freshman  class  attended  the  Adjunct  Professor  of  the  (3reek 
and  Latin  languages  daily  for  five  days,  and  read: 
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Of  Greek,  two  and  a  half  books  of  Xenophon's  Memorabilia; 
anci  of  Latin,  Cicero's  Treatises,  entitled  Cato  Major,  Laelius  Para- 
doxa  and  Somnium  Scipionis,  together  with  Nepos'  Life  of  Atticus, 
in  part.  These  studies  were  reviewed  before  examination  at  the 
close  of  each  session. 

Ancient  Geography  was  taught  by  lectures  which  were  copied  by 
the  class,  and  comprised,  ^^  The  world  as  known  to  the  Ancients," 
Italy,  Greece,  the  islands  of  the  .£gean  and  Asia  Minor;  the  places 
referred  to  in  each  were  pointed  out  by  the  class  on  Cramer's  maps. 
In  the  Abridgment  of  the  Dictionary  of  Antiquities  they  studied 
the  articles  relating  to  the  military  and  naval  affairs,  the  civil  gov- 
ernment, the  public  amusements,  the  coins,  weights  and  measures  of 
the  Greeks  and  Romanst. 

In  Ancient  History,  weekly  recitations  were  required  of  the  class. 
The  text  book  used  being  Heeren's  Manual  of  Ancient   History. 

In  Greek  and  Latin  Prosody,  Latin  Versification  and  Greek  and 
Latin  prose  composition,  the  class  had  weekly  exercises,  and  these 
studies  were  reviewed  before  examination. 

In  Mathematics  the  class  attended  the  Professor  three  days  in  the 
week,  the  course  being  much  the  same  as  heretofore  reported. 

In  German,  the  class  attended  the  Gebhard  Professor  two  days  in 
each  week  and  studied  Beleke's  German  Grammar  as  far  as  Syntax, 
(115  pps,)  twice,  and  read  Follen's  German  Reader,  9  pps.  of 
Schiller's  poetry  and  10^  pps.  prose  from  Wieland's  Abderiten. 
They  also  attended  the  Professor  of  Elocution  two  days  in  the  week. 

The  Sophomore  class,  attended  the  Jay  Professor  of  the  Greek 
ami  Latin  languages,  four  days  in  the  week,  and  read  in  Greek  the 
AchaininsiSj  Plutus^  and  Clouds  of  Aristophanes, 

In  Latin*  the  Germany  and  Jigricola  of  Tadtusy  and  three  books 
of  the  Georgics  of  Virgil.  They  also  studied  weekly,  Greek  and 
Roman  Antiquities,  and  Ancient  Geography,  and  practiced  composi- 
tion in  Greek  and  Latin  verse  and  prose.  In  the  department  of 
Moral  Philosophy  the  class  attended  the  Professor  four  days  in  the 
week,  Monday  being  devoted  to  English  composition;  the  three 
other  days  were  devoted  to  the  study  of  Modern  European  History; 
and  in  the  second  session,  to  that  of  England  in  particular,  as  con- 
nected with  our  own.  Text  books  used,  Heeren,  Taylor,  and 
Smyth. 
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Id  the  department  of  Natural  Philosophy,  and  Chemistry,  the  at- 
tendance and  studies  have  heen  as  heretofore  reported,  and  especially 
in  the  report  for  1847;  since  which  time,  no  alteration  has  been 
made  in  the  order  or  extent  of  the  several  courses. 

In  Mathematics  and  Astronomy,  the  class  attended  the  Professor 
three  days  in  the  week,  the  course  being  the  same  as  that  reported 
last  year. 

In  German,  the  class  attended  the  Professor  twice  a  week,  read 
82  pages  of  Schiller's  William  Tell,  and  wrote  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  exercises  from  Pollen's  German  Grammar. 

The  Junior  Class  attended  the  Jay  Professor  of  Greek  and  Latin, 
four  days  in  the  week,  and  read  in  Greek,  the  Olynthians  and  PAtZ- 
ippics  of  Demosthenes,  the  Prometheus  Vindus  of  iEscbylus,  and  half 
of  the  Seven  against  Thebes. 

In  Latin,  the  Andrian  of  Terence,  and  portions  of  the  Eunachus 
and  HeatUontimoruniTiosj  Horace^s  Art  of  Poetry,  and  the  Epistles 
to  Augustus  and  Meccsnas.  They  also  had  a  course  of  lectures  on 
Roman  Literature,  with  weekly  examinations.  They  were  exercised 
in  the  Metres  of  Terence,  and  in  Greek  and  Latin  composition,  in 
prose  and  verse,  as  well  as  in  Ancient  Geography. 

In  the  department  of  Intellectual  and  Moral  Philosophy,  the  class 
attended  four  days  in  the  week,  divided  as  follows,  during  the  first 
term.  Monday,  on  themes  or  subjects  connected  with  their  course. 
Wednesday,  to  lectures  on  ^Esthetic  Science.  Tuesday  and  Friday, 
to  a  more  practical  course  of  argumentative  composition,  using 
W^hately  as  a  leading  text  book. 

In  the  Second  Term,  Monday,  as  before,  to  themes;  Wednesday, 
to  the  history  of  English  Literature,  and  Tuesday  and  Friday  to 
Logic,  again  taking  Whately  as  the  general  guide,  the  attention  of 
each  student  being  secured  by  daily  viva  voce  examinations  and  a 
weekly  examinations  oi  their  notes  and  private  reading. 

In  Mathematics  and  Astronomy,  the  class  attended  the  Professor 
three  days  in  the  week,  the  course  of  instruction  being  the  same  as 
reported  last  year,  with  the  advantage  to  the  present  class,  not  en- 
joyed by  their  predecessors  of  learning  practically,  the  use  of  astro- 
nomical instruments  in  the  Observatory,  which  through  the  liberality 
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of  a  private  citizen,  aided  bj  the  Board,  has  been  proyided  in  con- 
nexion "with  the  College. 

In  Natural  Philosophy  and  Chemistry,  the  class  attended  the  Pro- 
fessor four  days  in  the  week,  the  order  and  subject  of  the  studies 
being  without  change  since  the  last  report 

In  German,  a  considerable  number  of  the  class  attended  the  Oeb- 
hard  Professor  once  a  week,  wrote  the  first  seventy-six  exercises  in 
Ollendorf 's  Grammar,  and  read  a  part  of  Schiller's  Geistersche.  This 
is  entirely  a  voluntary  course  on  the  part  of  the  Juniors  in  addition 
to  their  other  studies. 

The  Senior  class  attended  the  Jay  Professor  of  Greek  and  Latin 
four  days  in  the  week,  reading  in  Greek,  Aristotle's  £thics,  in  ex- 
tracts, the  Art  of  Rhetoric,  and  the  Art  of  Poetry  from  Dalzel's 
Collectanea  Majora  and  the  Ajax  and  Electra  of  Sophocles. 

In  Latin,  eight  satires  of  Juvenal  from  the  1st  to  the  12th,  omit- 
ting the  2d,  7th,  and  9th.  They  heard  a  course  of  lectures  on 
Greek  Literature,  with  weekly  examinations  and  one  exercise  weekly 
in  composition  in  prose  and  verse,  in  Greek  and  Latin. 

In  Intellectual  and  Moral  Philosophy,  etc.,  the  class  attended  the 
Professor  four  days  in  the  week;  Monday,  being  devoted  to  themes 
or  subjects  within  their  course;  Wednesday,  to  the  evidences  of 
Religion  Natural  and  Revealed.  Tuesday  and  Thursday,  to  Intel- 
lectual and  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  first  session,  and  to  Political 
Economy  in  the  last.  Daily  examinations  orally,  and  written  exam- 
inations once  a  week  to  secure  the  attention  of  the  students  to  the 
lectures. 

In  Mathematics  and  Astronomy,  the  class  attended  the  Professor 
twice  a  week,  without  any  change  in  the  course  previously  reported. 

In  Natural  Philosophy  and  Chemistry,  the  class  attended  five  days 
in  the  week,  the  order  and  subjects  of  the  course  having  undergone 
no  change  since  the  last  report. 

In  German,  the  class  attended  the  Gebhard  Professor  one  day  in 
the  week,  wrote  about  200  pages  of  exercises  from  OUendorf's 
Grammar,  and  read  part  of  Schillers's  Geistersche. 
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Under  the  sereral  headi  of 

7.  Exercises. 

8.  Examinatumr. 

9.  Mode  of  Instrtcdian* 
10.  System  of  Discipline. 

The  Trustees  haye  nothing  to  add  to  previous  annual  reports  to 
i^hich  thej  beg  leave  to  refer. 

11.  Gratuiious  Aii. 

During  the  year,  twenty  four  stud^ts  vrere  educated  in  the  Col- 
lege free  from  all  charges  of  tuition,  and  the  Trustees  repeat  he*e 
vehat  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports,  that  the  free  scholarships 
are  entirely  gratuitous  and  that  the  College  receives  no  pecuniary 
compensation  or  equivalent  in  any  way  for  them. 

Under  the  several  heads  of 

12.  Staitdes  and  By-Laws  of  the  College. 

13.  Description  and  value  of  College  BuUdings. 

14.  Description  and  value  of  other  College  property. 

15.  Revenue. 

The  Trustees  have  nothing  to  add  to  previous  reports. 

16.  DeUs. 

The  debts  owing  by  the  collie  at  the  end  of  the  collegiate  year, 
amounted  last  year  to  $62,904» 

17.  Income  and  Expenditures, 

The  income  of  the  college  for  the  last  year  was  as  follows : 

Balance  from  old  account,*---- — •-.....-• -  $114  84 

Students'  fees, - 9,586  00 

Rent  received, 10,609  09 

Cash  borrowed, $14,200  00 

Less  discount, 216  80 

13,983  20 

Grammar  School  from  Literature  Fund,--- -  629  15 

Reimbursements  by  lessees  and  premium  of  Insurance 

paid  by  col.--- 11  25 

The  expenditure  was  for 

Salaries  including  portion  of  students'  fees  paid  to  President  and 

Professors, $13,066  20 

Annuities, 1,700  00 


No.  113.1  S7 

Notes  paid, - 14,000  00 

Interest  on  bonds,  &c. -  4,030  82 

Insurance,-- -- -  209  25 

Allowance  to  Grammar  School  for  books,----—----  118  31 

Expenses  of  commencem«it,---— •--•--— -----—•  200  00 

Fuel, 40  00 

Taxes  and  repairs, *  903  39 

Sundries, - 405  43 

$34,673  40 

Balance, 159  13 


$34,332  58 


Hie  Gd)hard  Fimd  remains  as  by  last  report 

18.  Pfiu^Tmtiom. 

The  matriculation  uid  graduation  fees  which  include  all  charges, 
remain  as  stated  bj  the  Trustees  in  former  reports. 

19.  Cloie  of  the  Report. 

The  above  report  was  adopted  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  hdd  in  the  College  on  the  1st  day  of  Feb.  1850. 

In  witness  fliereof,  the  said  Trustees  have  caused  their  corporate 
seal  to  be  affixed  to  the  said  report,  and  directed  the  same  to  be 
signed  by  their  Chairman^  Treasurer  and  Clerk. 

E.W.LAIGHT, 

ChoirTMBiu 
G.  O.  VAN  WAGENER, 

Treasunr. 
fkaatasn  €•  Moose,  Clmk. 
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2.  UNION  COLLEGE. 

To  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  Jfevy-York: 

The  Trustees  of  Uabn  College  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  for  the  last  collegiate  year  ending  July  25, 1849,  *^  containing 
a  just  and  true  statement  of  facts,  showing  the  progress  and  condi- 
tion of  said  College  during  and  at  the  close  of  said  year,  in  respect 
to  the  several  subject  matters  following/'  viz: 

1.  JSTumber  and  description  of  Professorships. 

The  professorships  in  said  College  during  said  year,  as  established 
by  the  Trustees  were  the  following  : 
A  professorship  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages. 

Rhetoric  and  Moral  Philosophy. 

Natural  Philosophy. 

Oriental  Literature. 

Mathematics. 

Intellectual  Philosophy  and  Political  Economy. 

Chemistry  and  Natural  History. 

Modem  Languages. 

Civil  Engineering. 

2.  Faculty  and  other  college  officers^ 

^'  The  faculty  of  said  college  including  all  persons  charged  with  the 
duty  of  giving  public  instruction  therein  during  said  year/'  consisted 
of  a  president,  four  professors,  four  adjunct  and  assistant  professors, 
and  other  officers  of  instruction,  tutors  &c.,  as  specified  below. 

*^  The  other  officers  or  servants  of  said  college  charged  with  duties 
therein  other  than  those  of  public  instruction  during  said  year,"  were 
a  librarian,  a  clerk  to  the  board  of  trustees,  a  treasurer,  a  roister,  a 
postmaster  and  clerk,  a  carpenter,  a  farmer,  a  smith,  a  gardener,  a 
steward,  four  men  servants,  a  teamster  and  three  bell  ringers.  "  The 
names  of  the  several  persons  holding  offices  or  places  in  said  College 
during  said  year,  with  the  offices  and  places  held  by  them  respect- 
ively and  the  salaries  or  annual  compensation  for  official  services  al- 
lowed to  each  of  them  were  as  follows :" 

Names  of  penons.  ProfMsonhip  or  other  office  held.  SaUnr. 

Eliphalet  Nott,  D.  D.,  President  and  acting  Professor  of 

Moral  Philosophy, 2200 

including  the  rent  of  a  dwelling  house  and  garden  esti- 
mated at  9200. 
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Names  of  persons.  Professorship  or  other  office  held.  Salary. 

Robert  Proudfit,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Greek  and  Latin  Lan- 
guages--.  - '     1200 

•including  the  rent  of  a  dwelling  house  and  garden  es- 
timated at  $200. 
John  A.  Yates,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Oriental  Literature, —         1200 
including  the  rent  of  a  dwelling  house  and  garden,  es- 
timated at  $200. 

Isaac  W.  Jackson  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Mathematics, 1200 

including  the  rent  of  a  dwelling  house  and  garden,  es- 
timated at  $200. 
Thomas  C.  Reed,  D.  D,,  Professor  of  Political  Economy 

and  Intellectual  Philosophy, 1200 

including  the  rent  of  a  dwelling  house  and  garden  es- 
timated at  $200. 
John  Foster,  A.  M.,  Adj.  Professor  of  Mathematics  and 

Natural  Philosophy, - 1000  00 

Jonathan  Pearson,  A.  M.,  Adj.  Prof,  of  Chemistry  and 

Lecturer  on  Natural  History, -•-- 1000  00 

John  Nott,  A.  M.,  Assistant  Prof,  of  Rhetoric, 600  00 

William  M.  Gillespie,  A.  M.,  Emer.  Prof,  of  Civil  En- 
gineering and  Adj.  Prof,  of  Mathematics. -----     500  00 

Hiram  H.  Perry,  A.  B.,  Tutor, 250  00 

Howard  Potter,  A.  B.,        "     200  00 

Joel  Huntington,  A.  B.,     "     200  00 

Charles  H.  Taylor,  A.  B.,  "     ••    200  00 

A.  M.  Yedder,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  aiid 

Physiology, -^      40  00 

Librarian  vacant,  $800. 

Jonathan  Pearson,  Acting  Librarian, -----     100  00 

Alex.  Holland,  Register,  Treasurer  and  Acting  clerk  to 

Board  of  Trustees, 650  00 

Levi  H.  Willard,  Post  Master  and  clerk, 400  00 

Q.  L  Van  Vranken,  Carpenter, - 391  25 

Chris.  Reagles,  Farmer,. 391  25 

Russell  Rodgers,  Smith,  (and  workman  at  various  trades)--     391  25 

William  McNeven,  Gardener, 273  00 

M.  T.  Cooper,  Steward  North  Hall, 300  00 

James  Rogers,  Servant  and  mail  carrier, - 235  00 

Patrick  Keyes,     Head  Servant  West  College, 235  00 

Patrick  McKinney,        "  South  College, 235  00 

Rody  Martin,  "  North  College, 235  00 

Cromwell  Antis,  Teamster, 214  50 

3  bell  ringers,  North,  South  and  West  College, 99  00 
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3.  JVumber  of  Students. 

The  whole  Bumber  of  students  undergraduates  in  said  College 

during  said  year,  was — ---  •  294 

The  number  that  left  during  the  year,  was  ---- .--..-.      25 

Of  whom  there  were  honorably  dismissed,* -.--..     H 

left  from  causes  unknown,----- ------ ----«•-     12 

departed  this  life, 2 

Number  remaining  at  close  of  the  year, - .---.--     269 

The  number  of  graduates  at  the  last  annual  commencement 

July  25,  1849, 108 

The  whole  number  of  students  belonging  to  the  Institution  at 

the  date  of  this  report,  (Feb.  1850,) 220 

There  were  no  students  under  14  years  of  age.  The  average  age 
of  the  graduating  class  was  22|  years. 

4.  Classification  of  Students. 

The  students  who  were  undergraduates  in  said  College  during  said 
year,  were  classified  as  follows,  viz  : 

In  the  Senior  Class, - 120 

Junior  class,— ..-.....--.----..  85 

Sophomore  class,------ .----  61 

Freshman  class, 28 

5.  College  Terms  or  Sessions. 

The  terms  or  sessions  for  studies  in  said  college  during  said  year 
were  the  following: 

Three  terms  of  twelve  weeks  each;  the  first  commencing  on  the 
8th  of  September,  1848,  and  ending  Dec.  1;  the  second  commcsic- 
Ing  January  5,  1849,  and  ending  March  SOdi;  the  third  commenc- 
ing April  Z7th,  and  ending  July  25th. 

There  were  sixteen  weeks  vacation  during  the  year. 

6.  Subjects  or  Courses  of  Study — Freskman  Class. 

First  Term» — ^This  class  studied  in  Greek,  Xenophon's  Anabasis, 
(Owen  &  Cleveland's  ed.,)  with  Tutor  Periy^  reading  one  half  of 
the  first  and  fourth  books,  with  exercises  in  composition  and  written 
translation. 
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In  Latin,  Livy  (Fobom's,)  "with  Tutor  Huntington,  reading  65 
pages. 

Horace,  with  Tutor  Taylor,  reading  the  whole  of  the  first  book  of 
the  Odes,  except  the  13th  and  25th;  the  second,  excepting  ode  5th, 
and  one-half  of  the  third  book  with  written  trs^nslations. 

Second  Term. — Greek  was  continued  with  Tutor  Huntington, 
reading  the  extracts  from  Herodotus  and  Thucydides  in  the  Grsca 
Majora. 

In  Latin  the  remainder  of  the  3d  book  of  Horace,  together  with 
the  4th  book  of  the  Odes,  the  first  Satire,  the  epistle  to  Augustus, 
and  three  pages  of  the  Art  of  Poetry,  were  read  with  Tutor  Taylor. 

The  study  of  Algebra  was  commenced  with  Prof.  Gillespie, 
using  DaTies'  Bourdon,  and  going  through  the  first  four  chapters; 
the  class  being  required  to  hand  in  written  aolutions  of  many  addi« 
tional  problems  proposed  to  them. 

Third  Term,^-^Jn  Greek,  t\e  class  read  with  Tutor  Huntington, 
Lysiati,  Isocrates,  and  the  first  Philippic  of  Demosthenes,  with  oc* 
casional  lectures. 

In  Latin,  the  first  book  of  Cicero  de  Officiis  was  read  with  Tutor    ' 
Taylor,  with  composition  and  declamation. 

Algebra  was  continued  with  Prof.  Gillespie,  through  the  Binomial 
Theorem. 

Sophomore  Class. 

First  Term. — ^In  Greek,  the  extracts  from  Xenophon's  Memora- 
bilia and  from  Plato  in  the  1st  vol.  of  Graeca  Majora,  were  read  by 
the  class  in  two  divisions,  to  Prof.  Proudfit  and  Tutor  Potter. 

Geometry  was  commenced,  using  Davies'  Legendre,  the  class 
reciting  in  two  divisions  tp  Prof.  Gillespie  and  Tutor  Potter,  going 
through  the  first  five  books  with  additional  problems. 

Abercrombie's  Intellectual  Philosophy  was  studied  by  the  class 
with  Prof.  Reed,  going  through  the  whole  of  the  text  book.  At 
each  recitation,  compositions  were  read  by  two  members  of  the  class. 

A  division  of  the  class  studied  Robbin's  Outlines  of  Ancient  His- 
tory, with  Tutor  Huntington;  about  three-quarters  of  the  book  was 
read,  and  daily  lectures  given. 
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Second  rerm.— *In  Greek,  a  division  of  the  class  read  with  Prof. 
Proudfity  the  extracts  from  Aristotle's  poetics,  from  Dionysius  Hali- 
carnassuSy  LoDginus,  Theophrastus,  Polyaenus  and  Aleaenus,  in  the  1st 
▼oL  of  the  Grsca  Majora,  amoanting  to  72  pages. 

In  Latin,  five  of  the  Satires  of  Juvenal  (Lieverett's  ed.)  were 
read  to  Tutor  Perry,  with  composition  daily.  The  Andria  in  Ter- 
ence was  also  read  to  Tutor  Potter. 

In  Geometry,  the  remaining  four  books  were  taught  as  before, 
with  select  examples  in  the  Mensuration  of  Surfaces  and  Solids. 

A  division  of  the  class  studied  Paley's  Natural  Theology,  with 
Prof.  Nott,  reading  the  whole  work  in  connection  with  other  works, 
such  as  the  Bridgewater  Treatises,  &c. 

Third  Terra* — ^In  Greek,  the  class  read  in  two  divisions,  three 
books  of  Homer's  Iliad,  to  Tutor  Perry  and  Tutor  Potter.  Six  lee* 
tures  on  the  Greek  dialects  and  literature  were  given  by  the  former. 

In  Latin,  one  book  of  the  "  History"  of  Tacitus  was  read  by  the 
class  during  half  the  term,  in  two  divisions,  to  Tutor  Perry  and 
Tutor  Huntington,  with  exercises  in  composition  daily. 

During  the  other  half  of  the  term  the  class  recited  to  Prof.  Pearson 
in  Botany.  Wood's  Botany  was  used  as  a  text  book,  the  whole 
being  studied  in  connection  with  Wood's,  Gray's  or  Beck's  Manual, 
and  daily  lectures,  excursions  .and  analyses. 

Trigonometry^  plane  and  spherical,  with  applications,  using  Da- 
vies'  Legendre,  was  taught  in  two  divisions  by  Prof.  Jackson  and 
Prof.  Pearson. 

Junior  Class. 

First  Term,  In  Greek,  a  division  of  the  class  read  extracts  from 
Hesiod,  and  the  CEdipus  Tyrannus  of  Sophocles  in  the  2d  vol.  of  Grseca 
Majora,  amounting  to  62  pages  with  Prof.  Proudfit  Another  divis- 
ion read  the  same  with  Tutor  Perry,  with  five  lectures  on  the  dramatic 
literature  of  the  Greeks. 

Conic  Sections  (Jackson's)  were  recited  in  two  divisions  to  Professor 
Pearson,  going  through  the  whole  work. 

Algdrra  was  studied  by  a  division  of  the 'class  with  Prof.  Gilles- 
pie, reviewing  the  leading  points  of  the  parts  studied  in  the  Fresh- 
man year,  and  continuing  it  through  indeterminate  Coefficients,  the 
Theory  of  Logarithms,  and  the  elements  of  the  general  theory  of 
equations,  using  Davies'  Bourdon  with  additional  exercises. 
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In  Rhetoric  the  class  recited  in  two  divisions  to  Prof.  Yates  and 
Prof.  Nott,  through  the  whole  of  Blair's  Lectures,  with  daily  exer- 
cises in  composition  and  declamation. 

In  the  department  of  Civil  Engineering,  a  division  of  the  Junior 
Class  commenced  the  course  with  Geometrical  Draughting,  compri- 
sing the  use  of  instruments  in  the  construction  of  geometrical  prob- 
lems, followed  by  the  elements  of  descriptive  geometry,  applied  to  the 
representation  of  objects  by  plans,  elevations  and  sections,  with  ex- 
amples from  architecture,  machinery,  and  the  mechanical  structures  of 
engineering.  The  instruction  was  given  three  times  a  week  in  lec- 
tures, illustrated  by  models,  and  accompanied  by  sketches  upon  the 
blackboard,  of  the  objects  to  be  delineated.  These  sketches  were 
copied  by  the  students  by  eye  without  instruments,  with  notes  of 
their  dimensions  ;  geometrical  drawings  of  them  were  subsequently 
made  to  scale,  and  inspected  and  corrected  at  the  beginning  of  the 
succeeding  lecture. 

Second  Term — ^In  Latin,  a  division  of  the  class  read  to  Professor 
Proudfit  140  pages  of  the  first  two  books  of  Cicero  de  Oratore,  Kings- 
ley's  edition  ;  and  a  division  of  the  class  read  the  Captive  in  Proud- 
fit's  edition  of  Plautus,  to  Tutor  Perry. 

The  Cambridge  Mechanics  was  studied  by  the  class  with  Profes- 
sor Foster,  going  through  100  pages  of  Statics,  and  46  pages  of  Dy- 
namics. The  recitations  were  accompanied  by  frequent  oral  discus- 
sions, and  by  such  experiments  as  were  required  for  the  clear  under- 
standing of  the  subject. 

In  Chemistry  the  class  recited  to  Prof.  Pearson  ;  Draper's  chemis- 
try was  used  as  the  text  book>  one-half  of  which  was  studied,  with 
experiments. 

In  German,  a  division  of  the  class  recited  to  Prof.  Yates,  using 
Ollendorf 's  Grammar  and  Reader,  g^ing  over  about  60  pages  of 
the  latter. 

In  the  department  of  civil  engineering,  draughting  was  continued 
by  Prof.  Gillespie,  and  the  principles  and  practice  of  Isometrical  and 
oblique  projections,  and  natural  perspective,  shades,  and  shadows, 
&c.,  taught  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  first  term's  course. 

Third  Term. — In  Greek,  a  division  of  the  class  read  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  tragedy  of  Medeai  With  Prof.  Proudfit 
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Analytic  Geometryy  of  two  and  three  dimensions,  was  studied  by 
a  division  of  the  class  with  Prof.  Jackson,  using  Davies'  text  book, 
140  pages. 

Cambridge  Mechanics,  was  continued  with  Prof.  Foster,  the  class 
reciting  60  pages  on  the  subjects  of  Hydrostatics,  Hydrodynamics, 
and  Pneumatics;  and  also  the  article  (about  60  pages,)  in  Draper^s 
Chemistry  on  heat.  During  the  term,  about  twenty-five  experimen- 
tal lectures  on  the  subjects  above  mentioned  were  given. 

In  Political  Economy,  the  class  recited  to  Prof.  Reed;  they  read 
the  first  eight,  and  the  20th  and  21st  chapters  of  the  first  book,  and 
the  whole  of  the  second  and  third  book  of  Say's  Political  Economy. 
Compositions  were  read  weekly  on  subjects  connected  with  the 
science,  and  occasional  lectures  delivered.  The  mode  of  teaching 
has  been  to  require  of  the  students,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
text  book,  a  recitation  without  any  aid  from  the  instructor,  and  an 
endeavor  by  conversation  to  secure  a  knowledge  of  the  subject. 

In  French,  the  class,  in  two  divisions,  were  instructed  by  Mr. 
L'Amoreux.  The  art  of  pronunciation  was  taught  by  rules  furnished 
by  the  instructor,  and  by  daily  practice.  The  grammar  was  taught 
from  Meadows  or  Levizac,  in  part  also  by  brief  lectures.  The  ex- 
ercises in  translation  were  accompanied  with  critical  remarks  by 
the  instructor,  on  the  etymology  of  words,  idioms,  their  history  and 
comparative  character  ;  the  poetical,  oratorical,  and  practical  adap- 
tations of  the  language,  and  especially  its  bearing  on  our  own 
tongue.  The  text  book  used  was  De  Fivas'  elementary  reader;  the^ 
class  advanced  to  the  40th  page. 

Sbniob  Class. 

First  Term. — ^This  class  recited  to  the  President  on  the  intellectual 
and  active  powers  of  man,  and  tbe  application  of  taste  to  the  Fine 
Arts.  The  text  book  chiefly  used  was  the  first  volume  of  Kames' 
Elements  of  Criticism.  The  teaching,  however,  was  principally  by 
lectures,  accompanied  by  daily  examinations  thereon,  as  well  as  on 
the  portion  of  the  text  book  read. 

In  Greek,  a  division  of  the  class  read  with  Prof.  Reed  the  Pro- 
metheus Vinctus  of  .^Elschylus. 

The  Differential  and  Integral  Calculus  was  studied  by  a  division 
of  the  class  with  Prof.  Jackson.    Text  book,  Davies,  160  pages. 
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Astronomy  was  studied  by  the  class  with  Prof.  Jackson,  using 
Gummere's  Astronomy  as  a  text  book,  of  which  150  pages  were 
ready  and  made  the  basis  of  a  series  of  oral  lectures. 

In  the  Cambridge  Mechanics,  the  class  recited  to  Prof.  Foster, 
through  the  article  on  the  steam  engine.  The  same  subject  was 
farther  treated  in  three  lectures,  accompanied  by  illustrations,  with 
experiments  and  with  models.  Daily  oral  lectures  were  then  given 
as  follows:  on  Acoustics  12;  on  Electricity  12;  Magnetism  6;  Gal- 
vanism 6;  Electro  Magnetism  12.  Notes  were  taken  by  the  students 
at  the  lecture  and  afterwards  written  orxi  in  full,  with  drawings  of 
apparatus  and  experiments,  and  submitted  once  a  fortnight  to  the 
inspection  of  the  Professor.  Each  lecture  was  prefaced  by  a  brief 
oral  examination  of  the  preceding  one. 

In  French,  a  division  of  the  class  studied  with  Prof.  Yates,  read- 
ing portions  of  Moliere. 

In  the  Civil  Engineering  course,  a  division  studied  Higher  Sur- 
veying with  Prof.  Gillespie,  comprising  the  use  of  the  Theodolite 
and  Sextant,  the  principles  of  Topography,  Geodesy,  Maritime  Sur- 
veying, railroad  curves,  &c.;  taking  notes  of  the  lectures,  upon 
which  they  were  examined  the  next  day,  and  which  they  applied 
in  the  field. 

Second  Term, — ^The  second  volume  of  *Kames  was  read  in  like 
manner  with  the  first,  and  the  aludy  of  Moral  Philosophy  commenced. 
Paley  was  the  text  book  used. 

In  Greek,  a  division  of  the  class  read  with  Prof.  Reed  the  Clouds 
of  Aristophanes. 

Optics  was  studied  by  the  class  in  two  divisions  with  Prof.  Jack- 
•on.  Jackson's  Optics  was  the  text  book,  of  which  the  whole  was 
lead: 

Analytic  Dynamics  was  studied  by  a  (^vision  of  the  class  with 
Pro£  Jackson,  reading  175  pages  of  Boncharlat 

In  Intellectual  Philosophy  and  Logic,  the  class  recited  to  Prof. 
Reed  in  two  divisions.  The  text  book  in  Philosophy  was  Stewart's; 
the  whole  of  the  first  volume  and  selected  portions  of  the  second 
volume,  amounting  to  about  one -third  of  the  volume,  were  read. 
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Logic  wa3  taugbt  by  lectures;  besides  the  lectures  on  Logic,  sixteen 
lectures  were  delivered  on  subjects  connected  with  general  philosophy. 
Compositions  were  read  weekly  on  subjects  connected  with  the  study. 

Hebrew  was  studied  by  a  division  of  the  class  with  Prc^  Yates, 
using  Stuart's  Hebrew  Grammar  and  Chrestomathy. 

In  the  Civil  Engineering  course,  a  division  of  the  class  studied 
with  Prof.  Gillespie,  the  theory  and  practice  of  the  location,  con- 
struction and  improvement  of  roads  and  railroads,  with  frequent  ex- 
ercises  in  calculatioD,  using  as  a  text  book,  Gillespie's  Manual  of 
Road  making.  Lectures  were  also  given  upon  bridges  of  stooe, 
wood  and  iron,  the  principles  of  mensuration  and  estimation,  and 
upon  collateral  subjects. 

Third  Term. — The  study  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  connection  with 
the  principles  of  the  common  and  the  civil  law,  was  continued ; 
and  though  Paley  was  stilJ  made  use  of  as  a  text  book,  those  parts 
only  having  respect  to  moral  duty  and  general  jurisprudence,  so  far  as 
the  same  is  applicable  to  the  United  States,  were  read.  As  the  ob« 
ject  with  the  Senior  Class  is  not  so  much  to  strengthen  the  memory 
as  to  teach  the  learner  to  think  and  reason,  the  lessons  in  the  text 
book  are  always  short,  the  comments  extensive,  and  the  reviews  fre- 
quent. The  form  of  recitation  in  the  first  instance  is  not  by  ques- 
tion and  answer,  but  the  student  is  required  to  analyze  the  portion 
of  the  text  book  or  the  lecture  as  the  case  may  be,  and  state  the 
contents,  after  which  questions  are  put  and  answers  given,  and  dis- 
cussions invited. 

The  mere  statement  of  the  author  read  and  recited  gives  a  rery 
imperfect  view  of  the  amount  taught  or  the  manner  of  teaching,  and 
this  for  the  reason  that  the  study  and  recitation  of  the  text  book  is 
accompanied  by  a  course  of  lectures  either  extempore  and  colloquial, 
or  written  and  formal,  embracing  a  great  variety  of  topics  not  inclu- 
ded in  but  suggested  by  said  text  books. 

The  great  object  in  view  of  this  class  being,  as  already  intimated , 
to  teach  the  members  thereof  to  think  and  act,  and  fit  them  for  a  suc- 
cessful performance  of  the  duties  of  life  ;  the  whole  of  the  exercises 
are  so  conducted  as  to  contribute  as  far  as  possible  to  this  end.  Du- 
ring the  course,  original  compositions  are  spoken  and  subjected  to 
critical  examination,  on  one  day  in  every  week ;  extempore  debates 
■re  required  on  another  day  of  the  week;  besides  which  some  mem- 


No.  1X3,1  87 

bers  of  the  class  read  compositions  to  the  President  in  his  study  and 
leave  the  same  for  criticism  on  almost  every  day  during  the  third 
term. 

Kent's  Commentaries  on  American  law,  vol.  1,  was  studied  by  a 
division  of  the  class  with  Prof.  Gillespie  with  constant  collateral  il- 
lustrations. 

Hebrew  was  studied  by  9,  division  of  the  class  with  Prof.  Nott» 
using  Gesenius'  Hebrew  Grammar. 

Botany  was  studied  by  the  class  on  two  days  of  the  week  with 
Prof.  Pearson,  using  Wood's  Botany  with  lectures,  excursions,  and  an- 
alyses. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology  were  taught  by  lectures  delivered  to  the 
class  by  Doct.  Vedder  daily.  The  lecturer  aims  at  giving  such  a 
course  as  will  be  useful  and  instructive  to  young  men  who  may  en- 
gage in  any  profession.  Minute  anatomical  descriptions  are  not 
therefore  entered  into,  only  so  far  as  to  enable  the  student  to  under- 
stand the  various  functions  of  the  human  system.  Lectures  were  giv- 
en OD  sensation,  voluntary  motion,  digestion,  absorption,  respiration, 
circulation,  nutrition,  calorification,  secretion  and  the  functions  of  re- 
production. The  lectures  were  illustrated  by  drawings  and  anatomi- 
cal preparations. 

Lectures  on  Civil  Engineering  with  exercises  for  calculation,  in 
connection  with  the  study  of  Mahan's  text  book,  were  given,  upon 
the  nature  and  strength  of  materials,  their  combinations  in  carpentry 
and  masonry,  stone  cutting  problems,  the  mechanics  of  engineering, 
canals,  river  improv^nents  &c.  As  a  summing  up  of  the  course,  a 
line  of  road  was  definitely  located  in  the  field,  mapped,  estimated  and 
staked  out  ready  for  construction. 

Daring  the  whole  time  the  students  of  this  course  pursued  collat- 
erally such  portions  of  the  regular  college  course  of  mathematics  and 
physics  as  they  were  found  to  require. 

7.  Exercises, 

The  exercises  in  composition,  declamation,  and  in  extemporaneous 
speaking,  &c.,  are  set  forth  in  the  preceding  section  in  connection 
the  studies  pursued,  &o* 
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There  were  no  "  gymnastic  or  military  exercises/'  nor  were  any 
exercises  in  reading  or  **  other  primary  arts  connected  with  educa- 
tion/' required  of  the  students,  except  such  as  came  in  connection 
with  the  course  of  studies  as  above  given. 

8.  Examinations, 

• 

The  number  of  public  examinations  in  the  College  during  said 

year  have  been  three.     The  first   was  held  on  the  20thy  and  21st  of 

Nov.  1848.    The  second,  on  the  26th  and  27th  March,  1849.    The 

third  on  the  16th,  17th,  and  l8th  of  July,  1849. 

The  several  classes  are  examined  separately,  at  the  same  time, 
and  the  examination  of  each  class,  is  conducted  by  an  examining 
committee,  appointed  for  that  purpose,  which  committees  make  a 
special  report  of  the  result  of  the  several  examinations  to  the  Board 
of  Trustees. 

9.  Mode  of  Instruction. 

The  process  of  instruction  as  will  appear  from  the  reports  of  the 
officers,  as  given  under  the  head  of  **  Subject  of  Study,"  varies  ac> 
cording  to  the  nature  of  the  study  pursued,  embracing  recitations 
from  the  text  books,  analyses,  lectures,  &c. 

The  average  number  of  recitations,  lectures,  or  exercises  of  in- 
struction, required  to  be  attended  by  all  the  students,  is  three  daily, 
during  five  days  of  the  week,  and  one  on  Saturday  morning.  There 
are  also,  daily,  various  voluntary  recitations,  in  studies  not  embraced 
in  the  regular  course. 

^       10.  Discipline. 

The  discipline  of  this  institntion,  during  the  past  year«  has  been, 
as  heretofore,  on  the  parental  and  preventive  system.  The  object  is 
toprevcTi/,  by  the  exercise  of  vigilance,  and  of  a  kind  of  moral  in- 
fluence, the  formation  of  vicious  habits,  and  the  commission  of  speci- 
fic offences,  and  at  the  same  time  to  cherish  manly  and  generous  sen- 
timents of  action,  and  establish  principles  on  the  only  sure  founda- 
tion, that  of  virtue  and  religion.  No  public  punishments  were  in- 
flicted during  the  year.  A  merit  roll  showing  the  relative  standing 
of  each  student,  in  attendance,  conduct,  i(nd  scholarship,  in  each 
study  pursued,  is  made  out  at  the  end  of  each  term,  and  publicly 
exhibited  during  the  succeeding  term;  the  same  information  in  re- 
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gard  to  each  iodividual  student,  is  communicated  at  the  end  of  the 
term  to  their  parents  or  guardians,  and  oftener  if  required. 

11.  Gratuitous  Aid. 

The  provision  made  in  this  institution  for  the  aid  of  indigent  stu- 
dents consists  of  the  income  arising  from  funds  amounting  to  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  From  the  income  of  these  funds  one  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  students  have  been  assisted  within  the  year  embraced 
in  this  report. 

12.  Statutes  or  By-Laws  of  the  College. 

A  copy  of  an  abstract  of  the  by-laws,  as  the  same  are  given  to 
students  on  their  entrance  into  college,  are  herewith  submitted. 

13.  Descrijdion  and  value  of  College  Buildings. 

The  number  of  buildings  used  for  college  purposes  is  six.  Two 
buildings  on  the  hill,  eastward  of  the  compact  part  of  the  city  of 
Schenectady,  each  two  hundred  feet  long  by  about  forty  feet  wide 
and  four  stories  high,  with  a  colonnade  extending  back  from  one  end 
of  each,  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  feet  in  length  by  thirty  feet  in 
width  and  two  stories  high. 

These  two  buildings  furnish  residences  for  the  President,  three  of 
the  Professors,  apartments  for  two  Tutors,  and  dormitories  for  about 
175  students.  They  also  contain  the  rooms  used  for  Junior  and  Senior 
class  chapel  exercises,  recitation  rooms,  &c.,  three  society  halls  and 
libraries,  philosophical  and  chemical  apparatus,  rooms,  &c. 

The  old  or  west  college,  building,  situated  on  Union  street  in  the 
city,  being  about  225  feet  long  by  40  wide  and  four  stories  high, 
contains  a  residence  for  one  Professor,  apartments  for  two  Tutors, 
and  dormitories  for  about  eighty  students,  the  college  library  and 
rooms  for  the  Freshman  and  Sophomore  chapel  exercises,  recitations, 
&c.,  &c 

In  the  same  enclosure  with  the  old  college,  is  the  museum,  a 
building  feet  by  feet,  containing  the  geological  and  minera- 
logical  collection,  including  the  State  donation,  the  late  cabinet  of 
John  Bonney,  Esq.,  and  a  valuable  series  of  anatomical  preparations 
presented  by  the  Rev.  James  Rawson,  M.  D.,  and  miscellaneous 
curiosities. 

The  other  buildings  belonging  to  the  college  are  a  house  for  a 
Professor,  a  farm  house,  a  hospital,  tenements  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  servants,  two  boarding  halls,  &c.,  &c.,  which  buildings  with  * 
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the  site  of  about  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  including  the  botan- 
ical and  flower  gardens,  ornamental  grounds,  the  gardens  connected 
with  the  residences,  the  site  for  an  observatory,  &c  ,  &c.,  are  esti- 
mated in  the  treasurer's  report  of  April  5,  1S47  to  have  cost  $296,- 
485.31. 

The  several  libraries  to  which  the  students  have  access,  contain 
about  sixteen  thousand  volumes.  The  total  value  of  the  college 
library  and  the  philosophical  and  chemical  apparatus  is  estimated  in 
said  report  at  cost  to  be  $34,817.39.  Total  estimated  value  of 
buildings,  grounds,  library,  apparatus,  &c.,&c.,  at  cost,  $331,302.70. 

14-  Description  and  value  of  other  college  property. 

Bonds  and  mortgages  belonging  to  the  fund  for  the 
fii^port  of  President  and  Professors  under  the  act  of 
Mairch,  7,  1800, 43,683  95 

Stocks  belonging  to  the  fund  for  the  support  of  Pro« 
fessors  under  the  act  of  March  30,  1805, 35,000  00 

Bon^  and  mortgages  and  stocks  belonging  to  the  fund 
for  the  assistance  of  indigent  students  under  the  act 
of  April   13,  1814, 50,000  00 

Funds  remaining  at  the  disposal  of  the  Trustees  on  the 
5th  of  April  1849,  and  which  have  not  materially 
changed  in  amount  since  that  date,  a  considerable  part 
of  which  is  not  only  unproductive,  but  will  probably 
never  be  collected, 144,288  66 

$272,872  51 

These  funds  remain  investe4  nearly  the  same  as  reported  on  the 
5th  of  April  1849,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bond  of  Yates  and 
Mclntyre  which  has  been  paid,  and  other  securities  to  the  same 
amount  substituted  in  place  thereof. 

15.  Revenue. 

Amount  charged  for  tuition  during  the  year, $6,460  75 

For  room  rent, 1,202  00 

$7,662  75 

Rents, 1,100  00 

Interest  on  the  permanent  fund  of  the  college, -       13,734  00 

$22,496  76 
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16.  DeUs. 

The  debts  of  the  iiistitution  remain  as  reporled  April  5,  1849 
^ith  the  exception  of  the  amount  due  the  Schenectady  bank  which 
has  been  paid^  |38,675.5L 

17.  Income  and  eafendUures. 

The  amount  of  income  as  abore  stated, •....     f^22,496  75 

The  expenses  have  been  as  follows : 

Officers,  Agents  and  sefvants,---^ - ^12^68  90 

Charity  students, 3^04  00 

library  and  apparatus,-?---— --—*-*------------  279  89 

Buildings  and  site, 2,936  01 

Botanic  Gardens  and  ornamental  grounds, 500  00 

Interest  on  debt, ? 1,895  79 

Incidentals, 296  00 

#22,369  59 

18.  Price  of  Tuition. 

The  price,  charged  for  tuition,  room  rent,  and  of  library  for  the 
year,  is  $38 .  25  ;  the  other  necessary  annual  expenses  of  a  student 
amount  to  abount  $80* 

19.  Remarks. 

20.  Chse  of  report. 

Tlufl  report  is  made  in  accordance  with  a  special  resolution  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Ui^op  College  passed  in  July  1837,  directing 
the  Treasurer  to  make  out  the  annual  report  to  the  Regents  until 
otherwise  ordered  ;  i  certified  copy  af  which  resolution  is  on  file  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALEX.  HOLLAND, 

TVeoncrer. 
Union  College,  Feb.  1,  i860. 
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3.  HAMILTON  COLLEGE. 

To  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New- 
York,  the  Trustees  of  Hamilton  College  respectfully  report: 

1.  JVumher  and  description  of  Professorships. 

The  Professorships  in  said  College  during  the  year,  were  the  same 
as  heretofore  stated,  with  this  exception:  The  Professorship  of  Moral 
Philosophy,  and  Belles  Lettres>  has  been  connected  with  the  office  of 
College  Pastor,  and  an  Adjunct  Professorship  of  Rhetoric  and  Elocu- 
tion created. 

2.  The  Faculty y  and  Board  of  Instruction,  and  other  College  affken. 

The  Faculty  and  Board  of  Instruction,  consisted  of  a  President, 
five  Professors,  for  a  portion  of  the  year,  and  six,  for  the  residue, 
two  tutors,  a  lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  and  a  teacher  of 
French,  as  follows: 

Rey.  Simeon  North,  D.  D.  LL.  D.,  President  ' 

Charles  Avert,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy,  Chemis- 
try, Geology^  and  Mineralogy. 

Rey.  Henrt  Mandetille,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy,  and 
Belles  Lettres,  (from  August  15th,  1848,  until  February  1st,  1849.) 

Marcus  Catlin,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Mathematics  and  Astronomy. 

Rev.  Robert  J.  Boyd,*  A.  M.,  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy, 
and  Belles  Lettres,  and  College  Pastor,  (from  April  Idth,  1849.) 

Theodore  W.  Dwight,  A.  M.,  Maynard  Professor  of  Law,  Histo- 
ry, Civil  Polity,  and  Political  Economy. 

Edward  North,  A.  M.,  Dexter  Professor  of  Classical  Literature. 

Anson  J.  Upson,  A.  M ,  Adjunct  Professor  of  Rhetoric  and  Elocu* 
tion. 

David  A.  Holbrooe,  A.  M.,  Senior  Tutor  and  Librarian. 

Henry  P,  Riibtol,  A.  M.,  Tutor. 

Panbt  M.  Hastings,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Phisiology. 

MoNs.  Desfosses,  Instructor  in  French. 

Benjamin  W.  Dwight,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer. 

During  this  year,  instruction  in  German  was  furnished  to  tbe 
Junior  Class  by  one  of  the  College  Faculty. 

Prof.  Mandeville  resigned  his  Professorship  about  February  IStk. 
The  vacancy  thus  created,  was  filled  at  the  meeting  of  the  corpora- 

•  Jat.  R.  Boyd.— T.  A.  B. 
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tion  in  ApriL  During  the  yacanc^,  the  duties  of  his  chair  were 
performed  by  Prof»  Dwight^  and  Upson. 

3.  JVum&er  of  Students. 

The  whole  number  of  undergraduates  during  the  jear,  was,  ---  166 
Of  whom  left  college  during  the  year  for  various  reasons, .»...  10 
Number  of  graduates  at  the  last  commencement, ....••.     47 

No  students  were  connected  with  the  college,  who  were  not  en- 
gaged in  the  regular  course  of  study.  There  were  none  under  four-* 
teen  years  of  age.    The  average  age  of  the  graduating  class,  was  23. 

4.   Classification  of  Students, 

In  the  Senior  class,----* 51 

In  the  Junior  class, — - — .*---.• 40 

In  the  Sophomore  class,-----— ------ •-.-..-  45 

In  the  Freshman  class,  - 30 


166 


5.  Collegiate  Terms  and  Sessions, 


L  From  the  third  Wednesday  in  September,- 13  weeks. 

2.  "         first  Wednesday  in  January,— —-—----     13      ** 

3.  **         fourth  Wednesday  in  April  till  commence- 

ment,-      13      " 

> 

6.  Course  of  Study. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  studies  pursued  in  the  several  classes, 
with  the  number  of  exercises  in  each  study,  and  the  instructors  un- 
der whose  direction  such  exercises  took  place. 

Freshman  Class. 

Folsom's  Livy, ..--*-  72  exercises,- -  -  -  Tutor  Holbrook. 

Mandeville's     Elements     of 

Reading  and  Oratory,----  72  "  ----  Prof.  Mandeville. 

Loomis'  Algebra, 72  «  Tutor  Holbrook. 

Owen's  Xenophon's  Anabasis,  48  "  -  -  -  -  Prof.  North. 

Anthon's  Horace  (Odes,) 48  «  « 

Xenophon's  Memorabilia,---  48  "  ** 

Loomis'  Geometry, 47  "  Tutor  Holbrook. 

Homer's  IKad, —  78  "  Tutor  Bristol. 


Greek  TVrtamcnt,-^---*— * 
Class  Exercises  in  Composi- 
tion,——-— 

Chapel  Exercises  in  compo- 
sition and  declamation,- -- 
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86  exercises^ 

36 
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76 


SoraoHoms  Class. 


Homer's  Iliad, 

Loomis*  Geometry, 

Bay's  Mathematics,  with  field 
exercises  in  surveying  and 
engineering, ..-----• 

Anthon's  Horace,-  --- 

Demosthenes  de  Corona,- --- 

Newman's  Rhetoric  and  Lec- 
tures on  Eng.  Literature,- 

Cicero  de  Senectute  et  Ami- 
citia, 

Antigone  of  Sophocles, 

Conic  Sections  and  Spherical 
Trigonometry,  ----.i.--- 

Greek  Testament, 

Class  exercises  in  composi- 
tion, -.---.---—-----— 

Chapel  exercises  in  oomposi- 
tion  and  dedamatioO)  — - 


48  exercises^ 
*0 


M 


72 

48 
48 

60 

48 
48 

72 
36 

36 

76 


M 
U 


U 


Junior  Class. 


Differential  and  Integral  Cal- 
culus,-------  ---- 

Terence's  Andria,  &c  , 

Agamemnon  of  .Sschylus,--- 
Olfflsted's  Natural  Philosophy, 
Germania    and    Agricola    of 

Tacitus, 48 

German  Grammar  and  Reader,    72 
French  *'  72 

Whateley's  Rhetoric, 36 

Whatelej-'s  Logic^ 36 

Say's  Polittcd  Economy, 48 

Historical  Lechms^ — -     36 


4S  exercises, 
48         « 

36         " 


-  tntw  Bristol 


Proft.  Mandeville 
and  Upson. 


Prof.  North. 
"    Catlin. 


«  Catlio. 
"  Upson. 
«    North, 

«    Dwight. 

Tutor  Holbrook. 
Prof.  North- 
Prof.  Catlin. 
Prof.  North. 


Profs.  Mandeville 
and  Upson. 


u 


a 


« 


a 


u 


-  Prof.  Catlm. 

-  Prof.  Upson. 

-  Prof.  North. 

-  Pro£  Avery. 

-  Prof.  Upsoiu 

-  Mons* 

-  Prof.  Upton. 

-  Pres.  North. 

-  ftoL  D  Wight 
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Class  exercises  in  coj&positioii^ 

Chapel  exercises  in  craiposi* 

tion  and  declamation, 


36  exercuteS)< 
76       « 


VT€fL  Dwight 

Pro&  MandeTille 
and  Upson. 


SbNioB  Class. 

TJpham's  Intellectual  Philos- 
ophy,  — -.-  72  exercises,' 

Lectures  Qp  Chemistry,-  *  —  -  78  ** 

Say's  Political  Economy,-  -  -  -  12  " 

Wayland's  Moral  Science,—  -  48  **      . 

Doer's  OtiUineS  of  Constitu- 
tional Law, 48  " 

Olmsted's  Astronotny,- -*-••-  72  " 

Blackstone's  Commentaries  on 

Municipal  Law, 80  «       - 

Lectures  on  Geology, -—  26  *' 

Lectures   on    Anatomy     and 

Physiology, 30  "       - 

Greek  Testament, 26  " 

Lectures  on  the  Evidences  of 

Christianity, — -  12  '* 

Forensic  Disputes, ----  26  " 

Chapel  Exercises  in  Oratory,  34  *^ 


Pres.  North. 
Prof.  Avery. 
Prof.  Dwight. 
Profs.  MandevUle 
and  Dwight. 

Prof.  Dwight. 
Prof.  Catlin. 

Prof.  Dwight 
Prof.  Avery. 

Dr.  Hastings. 
Pres.  North. 

Pres.  North. 
Prof.  Dwight. 
Profs.  Mandeville 
and  Upson. 


It  is  deemed  proper  to  add,  that  previous  to  the  examinations  at 
the  close  of  each  term,  all  the  authors  specified  wtere  thoroughly  re- 
viewed. On  Monday  morning  of  each  week,  there  was  a  recitation 
in  the  Freshman  and  Sophomore  classes,  and  for  a  part  of  the  year 
in  the  Senior  class,  in  the  Greek  Testament.  Other  lectures  beside 
those  mentioned  in  the  above  schedule  were  given  in  connection  with 
the  text  books  used  in  the  various  departments.  In  such  cases,  and 
in  the  courses  of  lectures  above  mentioned,  the  respective '  classes 
were  examined  upon  the  subjects  thus  presented. 

As  the  Regents  in  their  iastaructions  require  particular  information 
in  regard  to  legal  and  medicsU  studies  when  pursued  in  college,  it  is 
thought  proper  to  say,  that  the  Latv  professorship  is,  as  organized,  a 
strictly  undergraduate  professorabip,  and  designed  to  furnish  instruc- 
tion in  the  elements  oi  law  to  the  whole  body  of  students,  that  the 
course  of  study  pursued  is  a  combination  of  lectures  and  recitations 
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from  text  books*  and  that  the  students  are  examined  as  thoron^Iy 
upon  the  information  conveyed  by  the  teacher  as  upon  that,  derived 
from  the  text  of  the  author  studied.  Medical  Instruction  is  furnish- 
ed  by  lectures  to  the  whole  class,  upon  which,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  students  are  examined. 


» 


7.  PiMic  exercises^  examinaiianSy  modes  of  ingfrudiony  discifltM  as 

heretofore  stated. 

8.  Gratuitous  Aid.  • 

The  CcJlege  has  no  fund  appropriated  to  the  aid  of  indigent  stu- 
dents. By  a  special  resolution  of  the  college  corporation,  however, 
the  expenses  of  that  class  of  students  are  diminished  by  a  remissioD 
of  the  ordinary  charges  for  tuition  ;  and  of  the  entire  number  of  stu- 
dents, between  fifty  and  sixty  have  claimed  and  received  the  benefit 
of  this  resolution. 

9.  The  College  buildings  are  the  same,  and  substantially  in  the  same 
condition  as  at  the  last  report. 

The  Philosophical  and  Chemical  Apparatus,  and  the  Cabinet  of 
Minerals,  and  Geological  Specimens  have  not  experienced  any  ma- 
terial alterations,  nor  has  the  Library. 

The  permanent  funds  of  the  College,  are  also  very  nearly  the  same 
as  at  the  last  report.  The  permanent  fund,  appropriately  so  called, 
has  slightly  increased,  and  on  the  16th  of  August,  ult.,  amounted 
(including  certain  notes  of  hand,  on  which  interest  is  received,) 
to, $39,691  79 

The  Maynard  fund  has  also  increased  a  little,  and 

amounted  at  the  same  time  to, --- -       16,829  56 

The  Dexter  fund,  to - 15,000  00 

Total, $71,521  35 


The  two  former  funds  were  wholly  invested  on  the  15th  of  No- 
vember last,  (except  $462.50  of  notes  of  hand  belonging  to  the  first 
named,)  in  bonds  and  mortgages,  and  a  permanent  lease^  and  except 
a  note  of  $1,000  belonging  to  the  last  named. 

There  is  due  from  graduates  on  note  account  and  from  students  cm 
book  account,  a  large  amount,  estimated  to  be  eventually  worth 
about  $6,000. 
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10.  The  amount  charged  on  account  of  students'  term  biUs  during 
said  year  was  as  follows,  viz: 


Taitioiiy 
Matriculation 
and  Degrees. 


Dedaetion  to  indigent  ttadents 
of  the  Senior  class,  embracing 
their  whole  college  course,  •  • 


Say^  tuition,. <• 


^,354  11 
1,643  66 


$2,810  45 


Room  rent. 


91,093  2& 


Contingent 
expenses* 


$1,533  84 


Total. 

$2,810  45 
1,093  25 
1,533  84 

$5,437  54 

mamem 


From  this  sum  a  small  amount  is  eventually  to  be  deducted  for 
absences  on  account  of  teaching  and  sickness,  &c.,  which  cannot 
fully  be  adjusted  at  the  time  of  making  this  report 

11.  The  income  received  from  all  sources  during  said  year  was 
derived, 


1.  From  students'  term  bills,- 
Graduates, 


t4,617  01 
196  64 


2. 
3. 

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 


ti 
u 

it 
u 


interest  of  Permanent  Fund,< 
interest  of  Dexter  Fund,-*- 
interest  of  Maynard  Fund,- 

Rents, - ----- 

State  grant,—  - ------- 

mbcellaneous, .----. 


|4,712  65 
2,693  24 
1,050  00 
1,340  45 
119  00 
3,000  00 
10  65 


Total  for  expenditure, 

8.  Amount  received  for  investment,  viz: 
!•  From   subscriptions   to  Permanent 

Fund, ' 155  04 

2.  From  payments  on  loans  to  be  re- 
invested, viz: 

I      Permanent  Fund, 2,030  86 

Maynard  Fund, 596  00 


$12,925  79 


2,681  90 


Recapitulation. 

1,  Receipts  for  expenditure, $12,925  79 

2.  "        for  investment, 2,68190 


$15,607  69 
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12«  Expinditura  and  investments. 

1.  By  payments  to  CoII^e  officers, ^8,768  28 

2.  By  miscell&neowi  expenses, —     2,704  06 

3.  By  Chemical  DepartmeoV ?&  00 

4.  By  Library, 50  00 

6.  By  charges  on  Maynard  Fund, 56 

6,  By  interest  on  bonds,- 96  00 

7,  By  legal   services   from  1835  to  this 

timcj  and  costs  of  suits  at  law, 1,298  90 

$12,992  79 

8,  By  investments  of  Permanent  Fund, •-—         2,237  00 


$16,229  79 


Recapitulatum. 

Balance  on  hand,  August  16,  1848, $141  86 

Rec'd  during  the  year  coding  Aug.  15, 

1849, 16,607  «9 


f  16,749  66 


Cr. 

By  expenditures  and  investments,*-* •-      15JE29  79 


•^«««4Pi«r«l^^p^M 


Balaiiee<on  hand  August  16, 1849, *^i-<.^* $619  76 

This  balauce  belonged  to  the  Maynard  Fund  ;  a  small  sum  addi- 
tional belonging  to  the  Maynard  Fund,  and  a  small  amount  of  the 
permanent  fund  was  temporarily  loaned  to  the  general  fund,  for  which 
provision  was  made  at  the  same  time  ;  but  to  avoid  the  loss  of  in- 
terest was  not  called  for  until  an  opportunity  for  investment  offered. 

13.  The  debts  due  from  the  trustees  amount  to  very  nearly    $7,000  00 

14.  The  means  of  payment  consist  of  notes  of  graduates 

scattered  over  the  United  States,  and  amounting 

to  upwards  of- 9,600  00 

To  charges  on  book  account  of  students'  term  bills, 
the  amount  of  which  last  item  estimated  to  be 
collectable,  is  about----— ------- — -.------        1,600  00 

The  whole  amount  to  be  eventually  worth  at  least     *6,000  00 

*  The  Slate  graat  of  $3,000,  haying  been  received  for  the  last  two  years,  after  ths 
15th  of  Aogust  instead  of  before  that  time,  as  had  been  onstomarj  in  preeedinf 
years,  an  apparent  inorease  of  indebtedneti  occurs  which  would  not  take  |ilsos 
under  other  eircomstaaees. 
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The  charge  for  tnition  is  to  all  the  students  $30  per  annum.  The 
tuition  to  the  Sophomore  and  Freshman  classes  was  raised  nine  dol- 
lars per  annum  to  each  student,  at  the  commencement  of  the  past 
year. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

BENJAMIN  E.  DWIGHT, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  Hamilton  College. 

SIMEON  NORTH, 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Bamilton  College,  January  17,  1860, 
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4.  OITNEVA  COLLEGE. 

To  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  SMeofJfh»Yatk: 

The  Trustees  of  Geneva  College  beg  leeve  to  submit  the  following 
report,  for  the  last  college  year,  ending  August  14,  1849: 

!•  JVumfonond  descrijfixm  of  professorships. 
As  in  last  annual  report. 

2:    Faoulfy  and  oM<r  cottkge  qficers* 
Rev.  BxNJAMUf  Halb,  D.  D.,  Fftsid^nt; 

Faculty  of  Arts. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Hal;b,  D.  D.,  President  and  Startin  Professor  of  the 
Ethics  and  Evidences  of  Christianity. 

Rev.  Henbt  Lorenzo  Low,  M.  A.,  Professor  of  the  Greek  and 
Latin  languages,  and  of  the  Modem  languages. 

Dahd  Bates  Douglass,  LL.  D.,  Professor  of  Mathematics  and 
Natural  Philosophy. 

Joseph  Mobison  Clabk,  B.  A.,  Tutor. 

Benjamin  Haxb,  Jr.,  B.  A.,  Tutor. 

Professor  Hadlbt,  of  the  Medical  Department,  givei  instruction  to 
the  undergraduates  in  Chemistry. 

Henrt  Lorenzo  Low,  M.  A.,  Treasurer. 

Faculty  of  Medicine. 
See  second  part  of  this  report 

3.  Jfutnber  of  Students. 

The  whole  number  of  students  in  college  during  the  year  was 
forty4hree;  of  whom,  thirty-eight  were  actually  present  The  five 
not  present,  had  giren  no  notice  of  any  intention  to  leave  college, 
and  were  therefore  considered  members.  It  is  not  our  practice  to 
consider  any  as  members  of  college,  or  to  insert  their  names  in  our 
catalogues,  who  have  left  college,  or  who,  without  having  taken  a 
regular  dismission,  have  been  absent,  without  nodeeir  a  jmx* 
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They  were  distributed  as  follows,  viz: 

Seniors, •---.-.  10 

Juniors, -  10 

English  Junior, - .-----• l 

Sophomores,  ----- - ----  10 

English  Soph., - 2 

Freshmen, •.---..--....---—. 9 

English  Freshmen, 1 

43 


• 


Of  the  five  net  present,  <t0o  were  Juikiors,  <m?0:  Sop homori^,  and 
mie  Freshman. 

Tbenamber  who. receive  the il^gree  of  A.  B.,  at  comoieDcement, 
was  ten. 

The, number  wiio  left. collie  during  the  jear  was^six;  thr^  of 
them,  being  JSoglish  students. 

4.  College  Terms  or  Sessions. 

L' September  14,  1848,  to  December  19,  l^iSr-**-     Uw^d^ 

2.  January  19,  1849,  to  April  24,  I849»  ^.- .-..-.-  -.-     14       " 

3.  May  34, 1849,  to  August  14,  .1849,-^-- 12      « 

40       « 

Jfote. — ^The  time  of  holding  Commencement  was  changed  by  the 
Trustees  from  the  ^r5^  Wednesday  in  August  to  the  Tuesday  preced- 
ing the  third  Wednesday. 

6.  Course  o^  Study.  . 
^Senior  Class. 

Lesfont. 

Butlec's  Analogy^  tbrgugh, -»---- 61 

Say's  Political  .EcoOQmy,  through,  - - -41 

History  of  Philosophy,  trd.  by  Henry.  Selections  from  each  vol.  28 

Olmsted's  NaturaUPhUosophy, 46 

/Astronopay,.NprtoA's - -» -» .37 

iTertuUiaQL  Apolpgetipys  adversus  Qentei,-  --.--..,-,., 3o 

Ae8cbylii6»  .Prometheus  Vinctns,---- -•«-•»— ^-n--. 18 
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Chemistry,  Lectures, - - --- 30 

Architecture,    do     •» 15 

Mineralogy  and  Geology,  lectures, 24 

Anatomy,  Physiology,  Medical  Jurisprudence,  &c.,  lectures  with 

the  Medical  class,- •-• -- No.  not  reported. 

French.  Guizot,  Civilization  en  Europe,- ----- ---  43 

German,  Adler's  Reader,  and  Qllendorf  's  exercises, -      23 

Extemporaneous  discussions,  before  the  President, --       14 

Compositions  and  declamations  as  heretofore. 

Junior  Class. 

LestOBi. 

Caropbeirs  Rhetoric  finished  from  preceding  year,-  --- 43 

Whewell's  Elements  of  Morality,  vol.  I.  (except  B.  II.)------  47 

Cousin's  Psychology,  by  Henry,  through - 48 

Paley's  Evidences  of  Christianity, 30 

Taylor's  History,  ancient  and  modern.-  —  ••-- —  50 

Descriptive  Geometry,  Davies's,  and  perspective  (taught  by 

Lectures.) — ..-.- --. .-  60 

Natural  Philosophy,  Olmsted's  through,  Mechanics,- 40 

Tacitus,  History,  HO  sections, - -----  42 

Aristophanes,  the  clouds, 25 

Sophocles,  the  Antigone, — - -----.  34 

Demosthenes,  de  Corcma,  166  sections, -------  45 

Extemporaneous  discussion,  before  the  Pres. 27 

Compositions,----- - - 15 

Sophomore  Class, 

Leraons. 

Whateley's  Logic, 42 

Campbell's  Rhetoric,  books  IL  and  III. 35 

Horace,  from  book  v.  of  Odes,  (included)  through  satires,  epis- 
tles, &c.,--- -  53 

Terence,  the  Andria  and  Adelphi, —  26 

Plautus,  Amphitruo   and  Aulularia,- — ----  — —  38 

Homer's  Odyssey,  9  books  (continued  from  last  year,) 55 

Euripides,  Alcestis, - - — ---------  26 

Sophocles,  Electra, - - 29 

Greek  Testament  (Monday  mornings) - 36 

Geometry,  continued  and  finished,----— ----*-•-----------  34 

Trigonometry  (Davies') .---—. —  3b 

Conies,  Coffin's,--- - ---  li 

Surveying,  Davies*  (with  field  practice,) .----•-•—  2> 


• 


V 
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French,  in  Ollendorf  &  Gil  Bias, : 19 

Compositions  and  declamation  as  heretofore. 

Freshman  Class. 

Ovid's  Fasti,  books  I.  and  11.  Book  I.  and  407  lines  of  book  II. 
reviewed, -^---. •..^.      66 

Livy,  book  III.  and  36  ch.  b.  IV.     Revievired  38  ch., 65 

Adam's  Rom.   Antiq.  in  connection  with  Latin  Prosody  in 

Adam's  Grammar,  and  the  preceding  authors. 

Horace,  b.  I.  11.  and  IV.  of  Odes,  Epodes,  and  Carm.  Sec* —  41 

Xenophon's  Memorabilia,  b.  I.  and  2  ch.  b.  II.  (rev'd  pt  of  b.  I.)  64 
Fisk's  Greek  Grammar  reviewed, 

Herodotus,  83  ch.  b.  I.     Rev'd  35  ch. 52 

Homer's  Iliad,  b.  I.   and  II. - 32 

Greek  Testament, - - - ---  36 

Algebra, Davies'  Bourdon,--------------------- ----  113 

Geometry,  Legendre,  by  Davies,  6  B., -  50 

Exercises  in  Elocution,- ---- ---- — -  27 

Declamation, --- 17 

Composition,- - ---  18 

French,  Ollendorf 's  Grammar,  14  lessons,  Gil  Bias,  7  para- 
graphs, ---..---•--.----------- ---  15 

Note. — The  instruction  in  Mathematics  suffered  some  interrup- 
tion through  the  illness  of  the  Professor,  the  late  D.  B.  Douglass, 
LL.  D.,  whose  lamented  death  took  place  on  the  21st  Oct.  1849. 

6.  Exercises, 

In  declamation,  composition,  discussion,  the  use  of  instruments,  aa 
heretofore,  and  as  reported  above. 

7.  Examinations, 

1.  Dec.  12,  1848,  to  Dec.  19, 6  days. 

3.  Ap.  18,  1849,  to  Ap.  24, 6    " 

3.  Aug.  6,     "     to  Aug.   11, 6 

18 
8.  Discipline. 


it 


IS 


'      As  heretofore. 
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Buildings  as  in  last  report. 

Library  and  cabinets  slowly  increasing. 

Bonds  «Qd  aortgageSi ,.......^......».   ,^3,Q13  00 

Revenue. 

Received  on  term  bills, 880  64 

"      interest, --  49  00 

"      rent, --  160  00 

"      for  Hobart  professorship, 245  62 

"      from  Prot.  Episc.  Society, 50000 

*    *'      on  allowance  from  the  State,  from  J.  Fellows,  esq., 

Balance  of  former  year, 904  61 

For  the  year  1S48-9, 2,600  33 

Borrowed  at  Bank  of  Geneva,------— — —  100  00 

$5,440  20 

.Expenditures. 

Salaries, - $3,001  37 

Incidentals, 1,053  35 

Interest, 213  26 

Notes  at  Bank  of  Geneva, 371  00 

To  Medical  Faculty, - 500  00 

Invested  for  Hobart  professorship,  ------- — --— - —  212  00 

$6,450  93 


Debt*. 

Due  to  the  Facalty,  from  the  cause  meoUoned  in  report 

made  in  1848,- $3,497  90 

Other  debts, 2,975  28 

$6,473  18 
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Tlie  second  part  of  this  report  consists  of  a  report  made  by.  the- 
Medical  Faculty  to  the  Trustees,  as  follows: 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  FACULTY  TO  THE  TRUSTEES 
OF  GENEVA  COLLEGE,  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JANU- 
ARY 23y  1850, 

The  Medical  Faculty  of 'Geneva  College  respectfully  present  to  the 
Trustees  the  following  report  of  the  Medical  Institution: 

1.  JVumber  and  description  of  Professorships. 

The  professorships  in  said  Medical  Institutions  for  the  last  year, 
were  the  following: 

1.  Iitttitotes  and  Practice  of  Medicine 

2.  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Womenf  and  Children,  and  Medical 
Jurisprudence. 

3.  Anatomy  and  Physiology. 

4.  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

5.  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery.. 

6.  Materia  Medica  and  General  Pathology. 

2.  Faculty  and  other  College  officers. 

The  Faculty  of  said  Medieal  Institotion;  including  all  persons 
charged  with  the  duty  of  giving  public  instruction  therein,  during 
said  year,  consisted  of  one  professor  for  each  of  the  professorships 
enumerated  in  the  preceding  article,  and  a  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy/ 
The  other  officers  and  servants,  charged  with  duties,  therein,  othec 
Ihan  those  of  public  instruction,  during  said  year,  were  the  Curators, 
a  Dean,  Registrar,  Treasurer^  Librarian  and  Janitor. 

The  names  of  the  several  persons  respectively  holding  said  offlbes, 
or  places,  and  the  contingent  salaries  of  professors,  by  way  of  ticket 
fees,  were  as  foUowsi 

Chabies  a.  I^e,,       Dean,  and  Professor  of  Materia  Medica 

and '  General  Pathology, 10 

C  B.  CovENTRV,        Treasurer,  and  ProfeHsor  of  Obstetrics, 

Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  and 
Medical  Jariaprndence, 10 
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James  Websteb,  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology,        10 

James  Hadlet,  Registrar  and  Professor  of  Cbembtry 

and  Pharmacy, —  -- -         12 

WiLLUM    SwEETSEB,  Professor  of  Institutes  and  Practice  of 

Medicine,  ^ -----•-......-..         lO 

Jabies   Bryan,  Professor  of  Principles  and  Practice  of 

Surgery, - .--.-         10 

Geo.  W.  Field,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  and  Libra- 
rian. He  receives  a  fee  of  $5  from 
each  student  who  takes  the  dissect- 
ing ticket. 

Benjamin  Werrs,        Janitor,  who  receives  $16  per  month 

during  lecture  term. 
For  names  of  Curators,  see  printed  circular  herewith  transmitted. 

3.  JVumher  of  Students. 

The  whole  number  of  students  who  attended  the  regular  courses  of 
instruction  during  the  said  year  was  68. 

The  number  of  graduates  at  the  last  commencement,  held  on  the 
29th  day  of  June,  1849,  was  13. 

The  ages  of  the  students  attending  during  said  year,  were  in  no 
case  less  than  18.  None  of  the  graduates  were  under  21  years  of 
age,  and  the  average  at  the  last  commencement  was  24. 

4.   Classificaiwn  of  StudenU. 

The  students  attending  said  Medical  Institution  were  classed  as 
follows: 

Number  attending  their  first  course  of  lectures,  --- 34 

"         «            "     second    "        "           16 

«     third       "        "          6 

Qraduates  in  Medicine, ...-...-..  4 

6.  College  terms  or  sessions. 

There  has  been  but  one  term  or  session  during  said  year^  which 
began  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  March,  and  ended  on  the  twenty* 
ninth  day  of  June. 
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6.  Mode  of  inrifwstbm. 

The  course  of  instruction  consists  of  daily  lectures,  and  examina- 
tions on  preceding  lectures  by  the  several  Professors,  in  their  respec- 
tive departments,  averaging  five  lectures  daily. 

A  dissertation  on  some  medical  subject  is  required  of  the  candi* 
date  for  graduation,  who  is  privately  examined  by  the  Facult7,  and 
afterwards  by  the  Faculty  and  Curators,  on  whose  recommendation 
the  degree  is  conferred  by  the  Trustees. 

7.  JDuc^ffie^ 

There  are  no  established  rules  of  discipline:  general  propriet^j^  and 
decorum  are  required  of  the  students. 

8.    Gratuitous  aid. 

Three  students  have  received-  tickets  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  censors  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  in  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Legislature  endowing  this  department.  Persons 
preparing  for  missionaries,  and  clergymen,  are  admitted  to  the  lec- 
tures gratuitously^  and  one  individual  of  the  latter  class  has  been  in 
attendance  during  the  last  session. 

9.  Statxdes  and  By-Laws  of  the  Institution. 
Same  as  heretofore  reported. 

10.  Description  and  value  of  College  buildings 
For  description  of  building  see  former  report. 

Building  lot  cost  $1,277  ;  the  college  building  was  erected  at  an 
expense  of  (14,772  ;  the  library  consists  of  697  volumes,  most  of 
which  are  in  a  good  state  of  preservation  ;  its  estimated  value  is 
^  1,300  ;  the  anatomical  museum  consists  of  specimens  of  healthy  and 
morbid  anatomy,  casts,  models  and  manakin,  and  wax  preparations, 
valued  at  $1,002  ;  the  collection  purchased  of  Dr.  Rogers  for 
$636,  and  the  collection  obtained  of  Dr.  Francis  for  $1,200 ;  a 
part  of  the  chemical  apparatus  belongs  to  the  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try ;  the  portion  belonging  to  the  institution  was  purchased  for 
$1,060  ;  the  materia  medica  collection  is  estimated  at  $120. 
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Value  of  lot  and  Imadtog, 116,049 

Libraiy, ; 1>300 

Anatomical  iniiseum> 2^3& 

Chemical  apparatos, Ifi^ 

Materia  medical  collection, 120 

$21,257 


11.  Detcriplian  and  value  of  other  college  property. 

There  remains  due  on  Trusttes  boiid, $3,828  43 

Other  debts  due  to  the  institution,  estimated  at 400  OO 

In  the  hands  of  the  register, —  84  76 

$4,313  19 

12.  Revenue. 

Annual  grant  from  the  State, $1,000  00 

On  bond  of  Trustees, 5W)  00 

Matriculation  fees  collected, 89  60 

Graduation  fees  collected, •  190  00 

Rent. 13  00 

$1,792  50 

13.  Dots. 
There  are  debts  against  the  institution  amounting  to  about  $400  00 


14.  Income  and  Expenditure. 

The  vhole  income  of  the  instituticm  as  stated  in  articlle 

12fli,  is - $1,792  60 

The  whole  expenditure  of  Die  past  year  consists  of  the 
foUcvring  items: 

On  mortgage  of  Dr.  Coventry, $441  11 

Other  debts, 390  01 

Expense  <rf  Anatomical  department, 206  90 

Furniture  for  Museum  room, -  66  93 

Incidental  expenses, 225  77 

Printing  and  advertising,- - 23  65 
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Books  and  periodicals, $26  90 

Repairs  on  building  and  painting, 89  63 

£xpense  of  Cliniqiues, .-,..-...—--.-  40  96 

Expense  of  commencement,-----  — --------  60  00 

Janitor's  wages,- .--..«.- 60  60 

Rent, 37  21 

1,707  74 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  institution, |84  76 


ALFRED  LEE, 
Deon  of  the  Faculty. 

Obiteta  Med.  Collbob. 
Dec.  29,  1849. 

The  above  report  has  been  prepared  by  the  undersigned,  by  order 
of  the  Trustees  of  Geneva  College,  and  is  req>ectfully  submitted. 

BENJ.  HALE, 
WM.  S.  DE  ZENG, 

Committee. 
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5,  UNIVERSITY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW-YORK. 

To  the  Regents  of  the  Vhivtrgiiy  of  the  State  ofJfeuhYork: 

The  annual  report  of  the  council  of  the  University  of  the  city  of 
New-York,  for  the  last  collegiate  year,  ending  on  the  27th  of  June, 
A.  D.  1S49. 

1.  J^umher  and  description  of  Professors, 

Thbodobe  Frelinohuyssn,  Chancellor  and  Professor  of  Moral  and 
Political  Philosophy  and  Rhetoric. 

Cybus  Mason,  D,  D.  ,  Professor  of  the  Evidences  of  Revealed  Re- 
ligion, and  who  also  lectures  on  political  economy. 

Taylor  Lewis,  L.  L.  D.,  Professor  of  the  Greek  language  and  Lit- 
erature. 

£.  A.  Johnson,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  the  Latin  language  and  Lit- 
erature, 

C.  S.  Henry,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Intellectual  Philosophy,  History 
and  Belles  Lettres. 

John  W.  Draper,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Natural  His- 
tory. 

Charles  Davies,  A.  M.  Professor  of  Mathematics,  Natural  Philos- 
ophy and  Astronomy. 

The  above  constitute  the  governing  Faculty. 

Professors  of  the  Modern  Languages. 

M.  GiRADD,  Professor  of  the  French  language. 

Felix  Foresti,  Professor  of  the  Italian  language. 

G.  F.  Adler,  Professor  of  the  German  language. 

F.  I.  ViNGiRT,  Professor  of  the  Spanish  language. 

The  salary  of  the  Chancellor  is  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum, 
and  of  the  Professors,  one  thousand  dollars  each,  per  annum,  and  sev- 
en dollars  for  each  paying  student :  making  nearly  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  Professor  Mason  is  not  included  in 
this  statement,  whose  professorship  is  endowed  and  produces  in  sala- 
ry nine  hundred  dollars  a  year. 

There  fe  no  other  officer  connected  with  the  University  in  govern- 
ment or  in  tuition.  There  is  a  Janitor  at  a  salary  of  five  hundred 
dollars  a  year. 

JNumber  of  Students, 

The  number  attending  the  regular  course  of  instruction  during  said 
year,  was  one  hundred  and  thirty-five.  The  number  of  graduates  at 
the  last  commencement  was  twenty-seven.  The  last  coounencemeot 
was  held  on  the  27th  day  of  June,  A.  D.,  1849. 

No  students  is  received  into  college,  under  fourteen  yWs  of  age. 
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Classification  of  Students, 

Seniors, -..•. - 31 

Juniors, • --- - ---  40 

Sophomore,** - ----.-.-.  30 

Freshman, - 32 
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There  are  three  college  terms,  tiz  : 

1.  From  the  third  Wednesday  of  September  to  the  24th  of  De* 
cember.  2.  From  the  first  Monday  of  January  to  the  first  Monday 
of  April.  3.  From  the  3d  Monday  of  April  to  the  last  Wednesday 
of  June* 

The  vacations  were  the  week  of  the  holydays,  two  weeks  in 
April,  and  the  months  of  July  and  August,  and  up  to  the  third  Wed- 
nesday of  September. 

Mode  of  instruction. 

The  mode  of  instruction  was  chiefly  by  analysis  and  recitation 
from  text  books.  In  chemistry,  the  course  of  instruction  combined  a 
text  book  and  lectures,  the  students  taking  notes,  with  daily  examin- 
ations. Also  in  natural  philosophy,  astronomy  and  criticism,  and 
likewise  in  natural  theology.  Moral  and  political  phildsophy  lec- 
tures are  given,  occasionally  for  the  whole  term,  and  often  blending 
with  the  recitation  from  the  text  book. 

Discipline, 

The  discipline  is  conducted  upon  the  principles  of  paternal  gov- 
ernment, as  heretofore  reported,  with  reports  sent  at  each  term,  of  the 
attainments  and  standing  of  each  student*  A  yearly  record  is  kept 
by  the  Faculty  of  the  grade  of  merit  of  each  student  for  the  year,  in 
a  book  kept  for  that  purpose.  Three  lectures  a  day  are  required,  of 
an  hour  each,  with  three  several  Professors,  except  on  Saturday, 
when  public  declamations  in  the  chapel  are  attended  to. 

Gratuitous  aid. 

The  number  of  firee  scholarships  through  the  year,  amounted  to 
fifty. 
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The  By-Lam 

Of  the  UniTersity  remain  unchanged,  and  as  reported  at  the  last 
year. 

The  real  estate  of  the  University  is  the  college  edifice  on  Wash- 
ington Square,  valued  at $260,000 

The  philosophical  apparatus,  do, ---       10,000 

The  library,  do, 7,000 

$277,000 

They  have  no  other  property. 

Reventte. 

From  October  1,  1848,  to  October  1,  1849. 

From  the  State, $1,900  00 

Fees  of  Medical  graduates, 2,840  00 

Fees  of  undergraduates, $6,286  64 

Of  which  anticipated  for  last  year, 2,928  64 

3,358  10 

Backfees, 35  00 

Rents, ^'  3,726  50 

Interest  on  $31,000,  conditional  subscription,  for  six 

months, 1,085  00 


$12,544  60 
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The  permanent  debt  is $74,906  93 

The  floating  debt, 6,214  47 

$81,121  40 

This  amount  does  not  include  the  endowment  of  the  Professorahip 
of  the  Evidences  of  Revealed  religion,  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
secured  by  mortgage  at  six  per  cent  to  be  paid  to  such  Professor 
annually,  and  which  is  met  and  liquidated  by  the  yearly  salary  of 
nine  hundred  dollars,  paid  to  Professor  Mason,  in  that  department 
Of  the  debt,  forty  thousand  dollars  has  been  subscribed,  on  conditi(Hi 
that  the  whole  debt  is  raised:  the  subscribers  agree  to  pay  interest  o& 
$31,000  for  five  years  firom  1st  of  April  last. 
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Income  was ....  $12,544  60 

The  expenditures  were. 

For  salaries, $11,760  20 

laterefit  ondebt, ---- 5,243  46 

Incidentals,  insurance,  fuel,  light,  repairs,  &c,--«*--  1,380  41 


$18,384  07 


The  three  higher  classes  regularly  attended  to  weekly  declamation 
on  Saturday  with  the  Chancellor,  in  the  chapel,  and  to  English  and 
forensic  exercises  in  writing;  the  Juniors  and  Sophomores  with  Pro- 
fessor Henry,  and  the  Freshman  class  to  declamation  with  Professor 
Johnson,  in  his  lecture  room. 

The  Seniors  and  Juniors  write  and  speak  their  own  declamations. 

The  two  literary  societies  held,  as  usual,  their  weekly  meetings 
for  literary  discussions,  speaking  and  English  composition. 

The  daily  religious  service  in  the  chapel,  for  half  an  hour  before 
the  lectures,  has  been  punctually  attended. 

All  the  classes  were  publicly  examined  in  March  and  June  last. 

The  Medical  department  maintains  its  reputation,  as  will  appear 
by  its  report  to  the  Council,  and  hereto  annexed*  The  graduates  of 
the  past  year  amount  to  142.    The  present  number  of  stodents,  404. 

The  Grammar  school  enjoyed  its  accustomed  share  of  patronage, 
as  its  annual  report  to  the  Regents  will  fully  explain.  The  whole 
number  of  its  pupils  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-seren. 

The  price  of  tuition  is  eighty  dollars  a  year,  and  ten  dollars  for 
incidentab*,  payable  half  yearly  in  two  equal  payments. 

Qenerd  Remarks* 

The  conduct  of  the  students  the  past  collegiate  year,  was  orderly 
and  diligent;  there  was  no  serious  case  of  disorder. 

The  modern  languages  are  taught  by  competent  Professors,  pro- 
vided by  the  Council  to  all  students  who  may  wish  to  learn  them. 
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The  Senior  class  read  Paley's  and  Wayland'a  Moral  and  Political 
Philosophy,  Story  on  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S.,  and  Whately'i 
Rhetoric  with  the  Chancellor.  Ranch's  Psychology  with  Prof. 
Henry.  Draper's  Chemistry,  Lyell's  Geology,  Henslow^s  Botany, 
with  Prof.  Draper.  Plato's  10th  book  of  Laws  with  Prof.  Lewis, 
and  Cicero's  Tusculan  discussions,  book  6,  with  Prof.  Johnson* 

The  Jumor  class  read  Olmsted's  Astronomy  and  Natural  Philoso- 
phy, with  Prof.  Davies  ;  Whately's  Logic  with  Pro£  Hencj  and 
lectures;  Plato's  Gorgias  with  Prof.  Lewis;  Cicero's  Tusculan  Dis- 
cussions, books  1,  2,  3,  with  Prof.  Johnson;  Paley's  Evidences  of 
Revealed  Religion  and  Mills'  Political  Economy  with  Prof.  Mason. 

The  Sophomore  class  read  Euripides  and  Lucian  with  Prof.  Lewis 
and  Horace,  Cicero  and  Terence  with  Prof.  Johnson.  Loomis'  Al- 
gebra and  Geometry  and  Davies'  Trigonometry  and  Surveying  with 
Prof.  Davies. 

The  Freshman  class  read  Homer's  Odyssey  and  Herodotus  with 
Prof.  Lewis;  Cicero,  Horace  and  Livy  with  Prof.  Johnson,  and 
Loomis'  Algebra  and  Davies'  Legendre,  with  Prof.  Davies. 

The  present  number  of  undergraduates  is  one  hundred  and  ten. 


Univebsitv  of  thb  Citt  or  Nkw-York,  ? 


January  30,  1850. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  University  of  the  city  of  New- 
York,  it  was  resolved  that  the  forgoing  report  be  entered  on  record 
and  transmitted  to  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of 
New-York.  As  witness,  the  hand  of  the  President  and  the  seal  of 
the  Council. 

[l.  8.]  CHARLES  BUTLER, 

President,  Ire, 


\ 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  FACULTY  TO  THE  COUNCIL 
OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW-YORK. 

The  Medical  Faculty  respectfully  present  to  the  Council  the  fol- 
lo^^ing  report  of  the  Medical  Department. 

1.  Jfumber  and  description  of  Professorships. 

1.  Professorship  of  the  Principles  and  Operations  of  Surgery,  with 
Surgical  and  Pathological  Anatomy. 

2.  Professorship  of  General,  Descriptive,  and   Sui^ical  Anatomy 

3.  Professorship  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

4.  Professorship  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,  and  Materia  Medica. 

5.  Professorship  of  Midwifery,  and  diseases  of  women  and  children. 

6.  Professorship  of  Chemistry. 

2.  Faculty  and  other  College  Officers, 

The  Faculty  of  the  Medical   Department,  including   all  persons 
charged  with  the  duty  of  giving  public  instruction  therein,  are 
Valentinb  Mott,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Surgery. 
Granville  Sharps  Pattison,  M,  D  ,  Professor  of  Anatomy. 
Samuel  Hbnry  Dickson,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Medicine. 
Martyn  Pawe,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Institutes  and  Materia  Medica. 
Gunning  S.  Bedford,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery. 
John  W.  Draper^  M«  D.,  Professor  ot  Chemistry. 

3.  JVumber  of  Students. 

Whole  number  of  students  during  the  present  session, 404 

Number  of  graduates  since  the  last  report, - -     142 

It  is  believed  that  none  of  the  students  are  under  the   age  of  18 
years. 

The  age  of  the  graduates  being  required  by  law  to  be  21  year 
none  have  been  admitted  to  the  degree  under  that  age. 

4.  Classification  of  Students. 
There  is  no  classification  of  students. 

5.  College  term  or  session. 

The  term  of  study  begins  on  the  last  Monday  in  October,  and  ends 
OS  the  last  day  of  Februaiy.    But  there  is  also  a  gratuitous  course 
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for  those  who  are  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  b^inniDg  on 
the  eighth  of  October  and  endiog  on  the  last  Motoday  of  the  same 
month.  Daily  instruction  in  practical  Anatomy  is  given  from  the 
first  Monday  in  October  to  the  first  of  April,  a  period  of  six  months. 
Clinical  lectures  are  also  given  every  Saturday  throughout  the  year. 

6.  Mode  of  instruction. 

The  mode  of  instruction  is  by  lectures,  and  the  only  examinations 
are  those  for  admission  to  the  degree.  They  take  place  at  the  close 
of  the  winter  session,  and  in  the  month  of  May. 

7,  Discipline, 

There  are  no  special  rules  of  discipline.  General  propriety  and 
decorum  are  required.    No  punishments  have  been  inflicted. 

8,  GraiuUous  aid. 

Ten  students  are  annually  admitted  as  beneficiaries,  on  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars. 

9.  Statvies  or  By4avo8. 
There  are  no  statutes  or  by-laws  of  the  Medical  department. 

10.  College  buildings  and  other  property. 

The  Faculty  purchased,  unaided  by  the  State  or  public,  the  build- 
ing in  Broadway,  which  they  occupy  as  a  CoU^e.  The  expense  of 
its  repair,  and  putting  it  in  suitable  condition,  was  about  '$60,000 ; 
but  there  are  mortgages  still  remaining  on  it  to  the  amount  of  $47,- 
000,  bearing  an  interest  at  7  per  cent  per  annum.  This  purchase 
W&s  made  because  the  Faculty  found  it  impossible  to  carry  on  dissec- 
tion and  medical  instruction  generally  in  a  rented  edifice.  It  invol- 
ved responsibilities  so  seriously  oppressive,  that  the  Faculty,  in  1844, 
were  obliged  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  for  a  grant  to  enable  them 
to  pay  the  current  interest  on  the  mortgages.  These  grants,  although 
no  in^nsiderable  part  of  them  has  been  applied  to  the  purchase  and 
support  of  museums,  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  relief  of  the 
Faculty,  in  their  partial  operation,  as  a  substitute  for  that  provisioQ 
of  a  Medical  edifice,  which  is  almost  invariably  .supplied  by  the  State 
towards  the  institution  of  Medical  schools. 

1 1.   Revenue. 
The  revenue  consists  of 

A  matriculation  fee  tfom  ^<^  student, - --      $6  00 

.A,graduate.fee, 30  00 

Fees  for  one  full  course  of  lectures, 105  00 
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The  Medical  Department  has  received^  since  the  last  reporti  its 
grant  from  the  Legislature,  of  $1,000.  It  has  been  appropriated 
towards  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  mortgages. 

Of  the  graduation  fee,  $20  are  paid  by  the  Medical  Faculty  to 
^e  Council  of  the  University. 

12.  Debts, 

The  debt  upon  the  college  property  is  $47,000,  as  stated  in  ttie 
10th  article. 

Aemarks. 

Patients  laboring  under  medical  and  surgical  diseases^  and  who 
■are  unable  to  pay  for  professional  advice,  are  received  at  the  college 
building  every  Saturday  throughout  tke  year.  This  clinique  is  under 
the  charge  of  Dr.  Mott,  who  att^ids  peraonally^  and  {Nrcicribea  for 
the  poor  who  may  apply  for  aid.  The  patients  are  provided  with 
medicine  at  the  expense  of  the  Medical  Faculty.  From  fifty  to 
seventy  persons  are  prescribed  for  every  week.  There  is  also  con- 
nected with  the-  Institution  a  Lying-in-charity,  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Bedfordi  nearly  400  poor  women  are  attended  annually,  in  their 
confinement,  free  of  charge. 

By  order  of  the  Medical  Faculty, 

JOHN  W.  DRAPER, 

Jammry  29/&i   I86a 
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6.   MADISON  UNIVERSITY. 

The  Trustees  of  Madison  University  respectfully  present  the 
follo\iring  report  to  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of 
New- York  : 

1.  Jf umber  and  description  of  Professorships. 

During  the  academical  year,  ending  August  15,  1849,  there  were 
in  the  University  the  following  professorships  : 

1.  Of  the  Evidences  of  Natural  and  Revealed  Religion. 

2.  Of  the  Hebrew  Language  and  Literature. 

3.  Of  Civil  History. 

4.  Of  the  Greek  Language  and  Literature. 
6.  Of  the  Latin  Language  and  Literature. 

6.  Of  Rhetoric  and  Belles  Lettres. 

7.  Of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy. 

8.  An  adjunct  Professorship  of  Hebrew. 

2.  Faculty  and  other  College  Officers. 

Rev.  J.  S.  Maginnis,  D.  D.,  Prof.  Evidences  of  Natural  and  Revealed 

Religion. 
Rev.  T.  J.  CoNANT,  D.  D. ,  Prof.  Hebrew  Language  and  Literature. 
Rev.  G.  W.  Eaton,  D.  D.,  Prof.  Civil  History. 
Rev.  A.  C.  Kendrice,  D.  D.,  Prof.  Greek  Language  and  Literature. 
J.  F.  Richardson,  A.  M.,  Prof.  Latin  Language  and  Literature. 
J.  H.  Raymond,  A.  M.,  Prof.  Rhetoric  and  Belles  Lettres. 
P.  B.  Spear,  A.  M.,  adjunct  Prof,  of  Hebrew  and  Principal  of  the 

Grammar  School. 
Hezeeiah  Harvbt,  a.  M.,  Tutor  in  Philology. 

The  other  officers,  servants,  &c.,  consisted  of  a  librarian,  an  assis- 
tant librarian,  a  clerk  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  a  treasurer,  a  regis- 
trar and  steward,  and  three  bell  ringers. 

3.  JVumber  of  students. 

Whole  number  of  under  graduates  during  the  year, HI 

Dismissed  during  the  year, ..•..---.---....    25 

Number  remaining  at  the  close  of  the  year, -•.....    86 

Number  of  graduates  at  the  last  commencement, ---     17 

Whole  number  of  graduates  from  college, ...-.--......  230 
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4.  ClauifieaUon  of  Siudenis. 
The  students  were  classed  as  follows  : 

Seniors, - -.  29 

Juniors, - - 34 

Sophomore,- ...•-..--• • 22 

Freshmen, - 26 
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No  student  was  under  fourteen  years  of  age.  The  average  age  of  the 
members  of  the  graduating  class  was  twenty-four, 

6.  College  Terms  or  Sessions. 
The  same  as  when  last  reported. 

6.  Subjects  or  Course  of  Study. 

Seniors. 

Intellectual  and  Moral  Philosophy,  Natural  Theology,  and  Evi- 
dences of  Christianity,  under  Prof.  Eaton. 

Greek  Language  and  Literature,  under  Prof.  Kendrick. 
French  and  German  Languages, .    '^        "  '^ 

Latin  Language  and  Literature,       ^'        "      Richardson. 
History  of  Literature,  "        "      Raymond. 

Hebrew  Language  and  Literature,  "        ^^      Conant 
Lectures  and  Experiments  in  Chemistry,  under  Dr.  Mather. 


Text'Books. — Upham,  Wayland,  Butler  and  Paley  ;  Xenophon's 
Memorabilia  and  Plato's  Phaedon  ;  French  and  German  Readers  ; 
Cicero  de  Officiis;  Schlegel;  Hebrew  Bible;  Johnston. 

Juniors. 

Natural  Philosophy  and  Astronomy,  under  Prof.  Raymond. 
Greek  Lang,  and  Lit.  of  the  Gredc  Drama,  under  Prof.  Kendrick. 
Latin  Language  and  Literature,  under  Prof.  Richardson. 
German  Language,  "        "  " 

Logic  and  Elements  of  Criticism, "    .    ^'      Raymond. 
Chemistry,  "        "     Dr.  Mather. 

Text'Books, — Olmsted  ;  Sophocles  and  .Sschylus  ;  Horace  and 
Cicero  de  Officiis;  Adler's  German  Grammar  and  Reader;  Whateley 
and  Karnes;  Johnston. 
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Oreeky  under  Prof.  Kendrick. 

Latioy      ^'        "      Richardson. 

General  Grammar  and  RheWic,  under  Prof.  Raymond. 

Mathematics,  "        •'^  '^ 

Text'Books. — iElschines  and  Demosthenes;  Terence  and  Tacitus; 
De  Sacy  and  Whateley;  Jackson's  Conic  Sections,  Davies*  Legendre, 
Trigonometry  and  Surveying. 

FajtaoiBN* 

Latin  Lang,  and  Rom.  Antiquities,  under  Prof.  Richardson. 
Greek  Lang,  and  Antiquities,  ^'     Tutor  Hawey. 

Mathematics,  ^     Prof.  Spear. 

Text  Books. — ^Livy  and  Viigil,  Homer,  Davies'  Bourdon  and  Le- 
gendre. 

Under  the  several  heads  of : 

7.  Exercises, 

8.  Examinations. 

9.  Mode  of  instruction. 

10.  System  of  discipline. 

11.  Gratuitous  aid. 

12.  Statutes  and  by-laws  of  the  CoUege. 

13.  Description  and  value  of  College  buildings. 

14.  Description  and  value  of  other  College  property^ 

The  Trustees  have  no  modification  tb  make  of  what  bar  beoi  eotn- 
municated  in  former  reports. 

16.  Be^enmei, 

During  the  financial  year  ending  Nov.  10,  1849,  the  revenue  was 
as  follows: 

From  the  State, - #3,000  00 

From  tuition  fws,--* 2,948  01 

From  the  patrons  of  the  University, - 1,693  68 

Interest  on  Pennaneiit  Fond  of  Ed.  Society,r 483  00 


*i  ^< 


|8|Ut  60 


/ 
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.16.  Hetts. 
The  Board  are  free  from  debt. 

17.  Income  and  £xpendittires. 

income  as  above  stated, — -. .-. ^8124  69 

Expenditures  as  follows: 

For  sallajries  of  Officers,  &c., $7,690  63 

For  incidentals,  repairs,  &c., 434  06 

8,m  69 

18.  The  Price  of  TuiHan. 
h  thirty  doUaiB  a  year. 

All  which  is  itespeotfuUy  yubmitted. 

S.  B.  BURCHARD, 

Chairman  of  the  Prop.  Cow^ 

HENRY  TOWER, 

Treasurer. 
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7.  ST.  JOHN'S  COLLEGE,  FORDHAM. 

To  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  Jfew-Yark : 

The  Trustees  of  St  John's  College,  Fordham,  in  compliance  with 
the  requisition  of  the  Regents  of  the  University,  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  for  the  last  collegiate  year,  ending  on  the  15th  day  of 
July,  1849,  containing  a  just  and  true  statement  of  facts^  showing 
the  progress  and  condition  of  said  college,  in  respect  to  the  several 
subject  matters  following,  viz  : 

1.  J^Tumber  and  description  of  Professorships. 

2.  Faculty  and  other  College  Officers. 

The  Faculty  of  St  John's  College,  including  aU  persons  charged 
with  the  duty  of  giving  public  instruction  therein  during  the  year, 
consisted  of  a  President,  a  Vice  President,  eleven  Professors  and 
three  Tutors.  The  other  officers  charged  with  duties  other  than 
those  of  public  instruction  during  the  year,  were  a  Chief  Disciplina- 
rian and  four  Prefects,  watching  constantly  day  and  night  over  the 
pupils. 

The  names  of  the  several  persons  holding  offices  or  places  in  the 
college  during  the  year,  with  the  offices  or  places  held  by  them  re- 
spectively, are  as  follows  : 

Rev.  A.  I.  Thebaud,  President,  Professor  of  French  Literature. 

Wm.  S.  Murphy,  Vice  President,  Professor  of  English  Litera- 
ture and  Greek. 

J.  Daubresse,  Professor  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics. 

John  Ryan,  1st  Professor  of  Latin. 
Mr.    J.  E.  DoucET,  2d  Professor  of  Latin. 

Rev.  Julius  Pottobisseb,  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Ma- 
thematics. 

H.  DuvANQUET,  Assistant  Professor  of  Mathematics, 

Paul  Mignaed,  Professor  of  French. 
Mr.    James  Weobr,  Professor  of  German. 

John  Shea,  Assistant  Professor  of  English  Literature. 

A.  HuDON,  Tutor  in  Greek,  Latin,  English  and  Arithmetia 

James  M.  Graves,  Tutor  in  Latin,  English  and  Arithmetic. 

Wm.  Rodbigub,  Professor  of  Drawing. 

Hector  GLAcsMEkBR,  Tutor  of  Preparatory  Class. 
Rev.  A.  RsQNTER,  Chief  Disciplinarian,  with  four  Prefects. 


• 
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These  gentlemen,  witli  one  or  two  exceptions,  being  associated 
from  conscientiotis  motives,  and  devoting  their  time  and  exertions  to 
the  cause  of  education,  live  together,  receive  no  salary,  and  are  con- 
tented with  their  ordinary  expenses  being  paid  by  the  treasurer. 
These  are  estimated  by  him,  in  the  aggregate,  at  $3,700. 

3.    Jfumher  of  Students. 

Tde  whole  number  of  students,  undergraduates,  in  the  college  was 
66;  of  whom,  3  left  during  the  year;  remained  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  63.  There  were  9  graduates  at  the  last  annual  commence- 
ment. 

Of  other  students,  not  undergraduates,  there  were  during  the  year: 

1st.  In  the  Grammar  classes, — - ---- -----  60 

2d.   In  the  preparatory  classes, ---  52 

Undergraduates,  as  above, ---'- - -  63 

165 

Several  students  of  the  grainmar  and  preparatory  classes  left  dur- 
ing the  year,  sd  that  the  average  number  was  145. 

The  number  of  students,  at  the  date  of  this  report,  is  160. 

4.  Classification  of  Students. 
The  students,  undergraduates,  were  classified  as  follows,  vi2: 

First  class,  or  Philosophy, ^ 15 

Second  class,  or  Rhetoric, -  19 

Third  class,  or  Belles-Lettres, --  14 

Fourth  class,  or  Classics, - 18 

This  division  corresponds  to  the  distinctive  appellations  of  Senior, 
Junior,  &c.,  elsewhere  adopted. 

5.  College  Terms. 

There  was  but  one  term  or  session  for  study  in  the  college  during 
the  year,  beginning  on  the  first  Monday  of  September,  1848,  and 
ending  on  the  15th  day  of  July,  1849,  with  a  recess  of  a  week  at 
Christmas  and  Easter. 

[Senate,  No.  113.J  10 
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6.  Suijficts  or  courses  of  Study. 

The  sub-graduate  course  of  study  in  each  class  during  the  year  was 
as  follows: 

1st  ClasSf  or  Philosophy. 

This  class  attended  the  Professor  of  Logic  and  Metaphysics  during 
one  hour,  seven  times  a  week,  throughout  the  year.  The  course 
comprised  Logic,  Ontology,  Natural  Theology,  and  Psychology,  The 
lectures  were  delivered  in  Latin.  The  students  took  notes,  and  were 
allowed  to  ask  explanations,  but  always  using  that  language.  Twice 
a  week  the  subject  matter  of  the  day  was  reviewed,  during  one  hour, 
by  the  students,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Professor,  each  in  turn 
briefly  stating  the  subject,  the  others  arguing  against  the  respondent. 
Once  a  week,  a  lecture  was  delivered  in  English  on  the  History  of 
Philosophy. 

The  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  and  Mathematics  taught  dar- 
ing an  hour  six  times  a  week.  In  Natural  Philosophy,  the  students 
went  through  Mechanics,  Hydrostatics,  Pneumatics,  Electricity,  Mag* 
netism  and  Optics.  The  lessons  of  the  Professor  were  not  confined 
to  the  experimental  branches  merely,  but  embraced  also  demonstra- 
tions of  every  principle  and  law  by  Elementary  Mathematics.  Here- 
tofore these  demonstrations  were  generally  based  on  the  process  of 
Calculus.  The  celebrated  Cauchy  of  Paris,  communicated  by  private 
letter  to  the  Professor,  a  new  and  admirable  method,  by  which  all 
the  important  laws  of  Mechanics,  Optics,  &c.,  can  be  demonstrated 
with  the  aid  of  Elementary  Mathematics. 

The  class  attended  the  Professor  six  hours  every  week  throughout 
the  year  for  instruction  in  Mathematics.  After  reviewing  briefly  the 
general  theory  of  Equations,  the  whole  of  Davies'  Calculus,  Differ- 
ential and  Integra],  was  read. 

The  study  of  Botany,  commenced  last  year,  was  carried  on  with 
increased  activity  during  the  proper  season.  There  were  two  lessons 
weekly.  As  soon  as  the  students  had  been  made  perfectly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  Linnsan  system,  they  regularly  devoted  a  part  of  their 
recreation  day  to  herborizing  in  the  Bronx  valley.  Additions  were 
made  to  the  conservatory,  as  well  as  to  the  collection  of  American 
plants  cultivated  in  the  botanic  garden  of  the  college.  These  plants, 
properly  grouped  and  classed  r^pectiveiy,  served  to  illustrate  to  the 
students  the  systems  of  Jussieu,  De  CandoUe,  and  Lindley,  contrast- 
ed with  other  more  artificial,  but  less  esteemed  methods.     * 
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The  class  of  Philosophy  united  with  the  students  of  Rhetoric,  form 
an  Academical  society,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Professor  of 
English  Literature.  This  society  met  once  a  "week  for  exercise  in 
declamation,  public  speakinc:,  essays,  &c.  At  every  meeting  English 
compositions  were  read,  or  discourses  delivered  on  given  subjects  by 
those  who  had  been  appointed  at  the  previous  meeting.  In  this 
manner  each  appeared  in  his  turn  before  his  fellow  members  in  the 
capacity  of  orator  or  essayist;  and  distinguished  success  pointed  ou^ 
those  who  were  chosen  to  come  before  the  public  in  the  three  aca- 
demical debates,  which  took  place  during  the  year,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  present 

2d  Class  or  Rhetoric, 

This  class  attended  the  Professor  of  Chemistry  during  one  hour 
twice  a  week  throughout  the  year.  The  preliminary  study  of  heat, 
&c.,  was  followed  by  Chemistry  proper.  The  text  book  in  the  hands 
of  the  students  was  Alonzo  Gray's  Chemistry.  The  Professor,  how- 
ever, did  not  confine  himself  to  the  text  book.  Whatever  is  most 
clear  and  useful  in  the  best  English  and  French  authors  was  em- 
bodied in  his  lectures.  Thenard,  Brande,  Dumas,  &c.,  were  quoted 
in  illustration  of  every  important  matter*  The  students  themselves, 
under  the  Professor's  supervision,  performed  a  great  number  of  inter- 
esting and  useful  experiments,  in  order  to  their  becoming  acquainted 
with  chemical  manipulation.  In  the  experimental  as  well  as  the 
theoretical  part  of  Chemistry,  every  opportunity  was  taken  to  point 
out  the  applications  of  this  science  to  medicine,  metallurgy,  agri- 
culture, and  to  arts  and  manufactures  in  general. 

Towards  the  ^nd  of  the  year  Geology  and  Astronomy  were  taught 
and  illustrated  in  a  series  of  lectures.  This  class  attended  the  As- 
sistant Professor  of  Mathematics  five  times  a  week  throughout  the 
year.  They  began  with  Trigonometry  and  then  went  through  the 
first  seven  books  of  Davies'  Analytical  Geometry. 

The  number  of  exercises  devoted  to  tlie  classics,  in  rhetoric,  dur* 
iog  the  year,  was  as  follows  : 

Tacitus,  Germania,  &c., - 25 

Dialogue  J)«  OraioribuSj 50 

ConcioneSy  or  Harangues  of  Livy,  Sallust,  &c., 100 

Juvenal, ---- 45 

Demosthenes, 100 

Minor  Greek  Poets, 20 

Euripides, - - 50 

Latin  Exercises,  prose  and  verse, • •  178 


76  [Senatk 

Besides  the  usual  Terbal  translation  and  recitation,  written  ver- 
sions  were  frequently  required  and  studiously  compared  with  the 
originals.  This  exercise  has  been  found  remarkably  conduciye  to 
the  acquinng  of  a  happy  command  of  language,  and  a  concise,  ner- 
Tous  English  style,  to  ^ay  nothing  of  sound  classical  knowledge. 

This  class  attended  the  Professor  of  English  Literature  five  times 
a  week.  Besides  occasional  lectures  by  the  Professor,  and  the  criti- 
cal examination  of  the  discourses  handed  in  weekly  by  the  pupils. 
Blair,  and  other  approved  authors,  were  studied  and  commented  ; 
the  ancient  treatises  were  illustrated  by  comparison  with  English 
models,  and  these  were  continually  read  side  by  side  with  the  Latin 
and  Greek  orations,  explained  in  the  classical  course.  Proficiency 
in  elocution  and  composition  was  throughout  aimed  at,  and  by  the 
majority,  satisfactorily  attained.  Of  this  result  public  evidence  was 
repeatedly  given  in  the  academical  debates  referred  to  above. 

French,  four  lessons  weekly. 

3d  Class  or  Belles  Leiires. 
Number  of  classical  exercises  during  the  year : 

Cicero's  Orations, * -  40 

Livy, €0 

Horace, - -- ---- —  90 

Thucydides,  ..••...  45 

Homer,  -----.-- —  45 

Sophocles, —  ...-.-----  — -..--.«..  50 

Latin  exercise,  prose  and  verse, 150 


Three  times  a  week,  besides  the  recitation  and  written  analysis 
of  approved  treatises  by  the  students,  lectures  were  delivered  with  a 
practical  application  of  principles,  by  the  Professor.  English  com- 
position, except  in  oratory,  was  particularly  attended  to  throughoat, 
and  with  the  happiest  result. 

There  was  also  a  regular  course  of  modem  history. 

This  class  took  five  lessons  of  French  weekly,  during  the  year. 
Besides  the  grammatical  exercises,  they  wrote  French  compositions 
twice  a  week,  and  committed  to  memory  extracts  from  the  best  au* 
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thors.    Moreover,  the  Professor  dictated  a  treatise  on  the-  Prindpes 
de  la  LiUerature  Franadst^  compiled  from  approved  authors. 

This  class  also  attended  the  Assistant  Professor  of  Mathematics^ 
during  an  hour  five  times  a  week.  Legendre's  Greometry  and  Da- 
vies*  Surveying  were  read  ;  and  during  the  summer  months,  the 
students,  under  the  direction  of  the  Professor,  surveyed  a  part  of  the 
college  grounds. 

itk  Class  or  Classics. 

The  number  of  exercises  devoted  by  this  class  to  the  study  of  clas- 
sics, during  the  year,  was  as  follows  : 

{Eclogues, -  76 

Georgics, - - -  25 

iEneid, 150 

Sallust, 150 

Xenophon,- •  200 

Greek  Poetical  Extracts, -  75 

Latin  Exercises, --...-- 350 

Greek       do       300 

The  Historical  course  comprised  Rome  and  England. 

This  class  attended  the  Assistant  Professor  of  Mathematics  five 
times  a  weeli,  during  the  whole  year  for  the  study  of  Algebra. 

Davies'  Bourdon  was  their  text-book.  The  course  of  Algebra 
comprised:  1st,  Rules  and  Fractions;  Equations  of  the  1st  degree 
with  one  or  more  unknown  quantities,  Indeterminate  equations,  The- 
ory of  negative  quantities.  Inequalities,  Extraction  of  the  squate  root, 
Calculus  of  Radicals,  Complete  Equations  of  the  2d  degree;  Discus- 
sion of  do.,  Extraction  of  the  square  root  of  binomial  surds,  Equations 
of  the  2d  degree  with  two  or  more  unknown  quantities. 

The  French  course  in  this  class  was  similar  to  that  taught  in  the 
Belles-Lettres  Class,  with  the  exception  of  the  treatise  dictated  on 
French  Literature. 

7.   ExCTCtS6S. 

Besides  the  Rhetorical  exercises  belonging  to  the  two  first  classes, 
as  has  been  already  reported,  there  were  in  the  other  classes  weekly 
exercises  in  elocution  and  composition.  Parker's  work  was  used  for 
the  latter  purpose.    In  the  Grammar  and  Preparatory  classeSi  partic- 
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ular  attentioa  was  paid  lo  proiiuiicfaitioD»  ffpelihig;  and  letter-wriling 
as  well  as  to  the  study  of  French  grammar  and  conversation. 

8.  Examinaiian. 

There  was  in  the  College,  as  usual,  a  general  examination  prerious 
to  the  annual  commencement  To  prepare  for  it,  half '^of  the  class 
time,  during  the  last  two  months,  is  devoted  to  a  general  review  of 
the  most  important  branches  studied  during  the  year.  The  examina- 
tion embraces  only  such  matters  as  have  been  reviewed  in  the  differ- 
ent classes. 

9.  Mode  of  instruction. 

This  has  been  sufficiently  stated  in  the  details  given  on  the  course 

of  study. 

10.  Discipline. 

All  the  students  of  St.  John's  College  being  boarded,  the  efforts  of 
its  conductors  are  constantly  and  conscientiously  directed  to  ensure 
the  moral  improvement,  even  more  than  the  literary  progress  of  the 
pupils.  They  have  thought  from  the  beginning,  that  a  College  can 
be  regulated  as  a  large  family^  The  mild  influence  of  religion  is 
considered  as  the  best  means  of  governing  paternally  such  an  insti- 
tution ;  and  they  are  happy  to  state  that  the  experience  of  every  suc- 
ceeding year  realizes  their  expectations. 

The  younger  pupils  are  sometimes  deprived  of  a  part  of  their  re- 
creation, or  obliged  to  learn  during  that  time,  the  lesson  they  had 
neglected.  In  much  less  frequent  occurrences,  when  other  punish- 
ments have  no  effect,  and  the  consent  of  parents  is  obtained,  corporal 
punishment  is  used  as  a  last  resorL 

11«  Gratuitous  aid. 

No  provision  has  ever  been  made  in  the  College  for  the  gratuitous 
education  of  indigent  students,  and  considering  the  circumstances  of 
its  foundation,  none  could  be  made  ;  yet,  out  of  purely  benevolent 
motives,  the  expenses  of  several  students  have  been  diminished  by  a 
deduction  in  the  price  of  board,  &c, 

12.  Statutes  or  By-laws, 

These  are  very  few,  and  of  a  very  simple  character,  relating  chief- 
ly to  propriety  and  decorum,  subordination  and  general  deportment 
"What  has  already  been  stated  on  the  discipline  of  the  Collie  can 
give  a  just  idea  of  them. 
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13.  Deecrtption  €7id  value  of  Colltgt  Bu&dings, 

1.  The  College  Buildings  consist  of  1st,  a  main  stone  buildings 
containing  the  private  College  chapel,  parlor,  library,  museum,  and 
rooms  of  professors  and  officers.  2d.  Two  wings  containing,  on  one 
side,  the  refectory  of  the  students,  kitchen,  bakery,  &c.;  on  the  other 
side,  the  study  hall,  seven  recitation  rooms,  music  and  drawing 
schools,  &c.  3d.  Connected  with  the  rest  by  a  long  passage 
is  a  large  brick  building  for  the  dormitories,  play-rooms  and 
wash-rooms  of  the  students.  To  this  a  very  large  addition  has 
just  been  made.  4th.  A  irame  building  for  the  use  of  workmen, 
waiters,  farmers,  &c  5th.  Another  frame  building,  containing  the 
infirmary,  wardrobe,  &c. 

The  college  is  built  on  a  farm  of  about  100  acres,  extending  from 
the  Harlem  railroad  to  the  Bronx  river. 

2.  The  various  libraries  of  the  college  contain  nearly  10,000  vol- 
umes of  theology,  philosophy  and  sciences,  history  and  literature. 
Nearly  all  are  bound  and  well  preserved. 

3.  All  the  apparatus  necessary  for  a  complete  course  of  experi- 
mental natural  philosophy,  the  college  possesses. 

4.  The  mineralogical  cabinet  contains,  1st,  a  collection  of  1,200 
specinoens  of  nearly  all  the  mineralogical  species,  arranged  for  study. 
2d,  a  collection  of  600  specimens,  classed  for  the  study  of  geology. 
3d,  a  collection  of  250  specimens  of  the  most  interesting  minerals 
of  New-York  and  the  neighboring  States.  4th,  a  collection  of  400 
fossils  and  other  specimens  of  minerals  from  Kentucky  and  the  mam- 
moth cave. 

5.  In  the  conservatory  of  the  college   are   cultivated  upwards  of 
500  different  species  of  exotics,  their  number  increasing  daily. 
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6.  A  collection  of  shells,  reptiles  and  insects  has  been  commenced. 

First  cost  of  building, $29,750  00 

Putting  house  in  order, 12,000  00 

Buildings  additional, 25,000  00 

Library  and  furniture, 15,000  00 

Carried  forward, 81,750  CO 
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Brought  over, i.-     81,750  00 

Farm  and  stock, 30,000  00 

Addition  to  apparatus  in  1846, $4,000  00 

do        library,  in  1846, 4,000  00 

Mineralogical  cabinet, 2,000  00 

10,000  000 

Addition  to  dormitory,  l849, 1,500  00 

/  

♦123,250  00 


14.  Other  college  property. 
Noce. 

15.  Revenue, 

The  only  source  of  revenue  is  the  amount  paid  by  the  stodents 
annually,  at  the  rate  of  $200  for  board,  tuition,  washing,  &c. 

16.  Debts. 

The  debt  of  $37,000,  stated  in  last  report,  has  been  reduced  to 
135,000,  by  the  payment  of  $2,000  out  of  the  $2,500  granted  by 
the  Legislature.  The  balance  of  this  appropriation,  $500,  went  to- 
wards the  cost  of  addition  to  dormitory  above  mentioned. 

17.  Income  and  expenditure, 

St.  John's  College  being  a  large  establishment,  where  about  250 
persons,  including  Professors,  students,  officers  and  servants  are  sup- 
ported, it  would  be  too  long  to  give  in  detail  the  expenses  necessaiy 
for  such  an  aggregate.  From  what  has  been  stated  of  the  number 
of  studetits  during  the  year,  and  of  the  only  source  of  revenue  en- 
joyed by  the  college,  the  income  may  be  inferred.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  a  surplus  of  $1,000  paid  the  balance  of  expenses  for  the  new 
huilding. 

Price  of  tuition. 
Already  reported. 

Remarks, 

In  order  to  correct  an  erroneous  impression  which  partially  pre- 
vailed in  the  Legislature  last  year,  the  Trustees  beg  leave  to  state 
that  the  college  is  totally  distinct  from  the  Theological   Seminarj 
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situated  in  its  immediate  neighborhood.  The  ten  acres  attached  to 
the  latter  form  no  part  of  the  property  under  the  control  of  the  cor- 
poration ;  nor  has  one  dollar  of  the  annual  grant  been  applied  by 
them  to  that  establishment. 

» 

A  draft  of  the  report  was  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  St. 
John's  College,  held  on  the  31st  day  of  January,  1850,  the  report  in 
its  present  form  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  President,  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  were  commissioned  to  have  it  transcribed,  to  sign 
it,  and  to  affix  the  corporate  seal  thereto. 

P.  A.  HARGOUS,  Pres.  of  Board, 
F.  FOUCHE,  Treasurer, 
W.  &  MURPHY,  Secretary. 
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8.  COLLEGE  OF  PHYSICIANS  AND  SURGEONS  IN  THE  CITY 
OF  NEW.YORK,r— ANNUAL  REPORT. 

To  the  the  Regents  of  the  University/  of  the  State  of  J^Tetv-York: 

The  Trustees  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  the  city 
of  New- York,  in  compliance  with  a  requisition  of  the  Regents  of  the 
University,  submit  the  following  report  for  the  last  Collegiate  year, 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1849,  containing  a  just  and 
true  statement  of  facts,  showing  the  progress  and  condition  of  said 
College  during  and  at  the  close  of  said  year,  in  respect  to  the  Severn! 
/subject  matters  following,  viz  : 

I. 
JVumber  and  description  of  Professorships, 

The  Professorships  in  said  College  during  said  year  were  the  fol- 
lowing: 

1.  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

2.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Climcal  Medicine. 

3.  Obstetrics  and  the  diseases  of  women  and  childrea. 

4.  Materia  Medica,  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

5.  Chemistry  and  Botany, 

6.  Anatomy. 

7.  Physiology  and  Pathology. 

II. 
Facxdty  ond  other  College  officers. 

The  Faculty  of  said  College  including  all  persons  charged  with  the 
duties  of  giving  public  instruction  therein,  during  said  year,  consist- 
ed of  a  President,  who  is  also  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery  ;  one 
Professor  for  each  of  the  seven  Professorships  enumerated  in  the  pre- 
ceding article,  and  a  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

The  other  officers  and  servants  of  said  College,  charged  with  daties 
therein  other  than  those  of  public  instruction  during  said  year,  were 
a  Vice  President,^a  Treasurer,  a  Registrar,  a  Librarian,  a  Curator  and 
a  Janitor. 

The  names  of  the  several  persons  holding  offices  or  places  in  said 
College  during  said  year,  with  the  offices  or  places  held  by  them  re- 
spectively, and  the  salaries  or  annual  compensation  for  official  senri' 
oes  allowed  to  each  of  them  were  as  follows: 
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Names  of  Personi.  Profetsorshipv  or  other  offices  held.  Saluy. 

A.  H.  Stevrns,  M.  D.,  President  and  Emeritus  Professor 

of  Surgery, 

Prof.  J.  M.  Smith,  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine 

and  Clinical  Medicine, Fees. 

**     John  B.  Beck,              Materia  Medica,  and  Medical  Ju- 
risprudence,        " 

**     John  Torre V,  Chemistry  and  Botany,- --• " 

**    Robert  Watts,  jr.      Anatomy, " 

^*     Willard  Parker,        Principles  and   Practice  of  Sur- 
gery and  Surgical  Anatomy,--       " 
**     Chandler  R.  Gilman,  Obstetrics  and  diseases  of  women 

and  children, " 

"     Alonzo  Clark^  Physiology  and  Pathology, " 

Dr.  Charles  E.  Isaacs,         Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,—  -  •  -       " 

Dr,  Thomas  Cock,  Vice  President. 

Floyd  Smith,  Esq.,  Treasurer, 

Dr.  GuRDON  Buck,  jr.,  Register. 

Dn  Chas.  E.  Isaacs,  Curator  of  College  Museum,—  -     $50 

John  J.  Hiooins,  A.  B.,        Acting  Librarian. 

James  Knox,  Janitor, •— -. $250 

III. 
JSTumber  of  Students. 

The  whole  number  of  Matriculated  Students,  Undergraduates  at- 
tending the  regular  course  of  instruction  during  said  year,  was  208. 
The  number  of  Graduates  at  the  last  annual  commencement  in  March 
was  39.  At  the  Fall  commencement  6.  Total  45.  The  ages  of  the 
students  attending  during  said  year  were  over  14  and"  generally  about 
21  years.  The  ages  of  the  graduates  being  required  by  law  to  be  21 
years,  none  have  been  admitted  to  the  degree  under  that  age  ;  and 
the  average  age  of  the  graduates  at  the  last  commencement  was 
probably  23  years. 

IV. 

Classification  of  students. 

The  students  attending  said  College  are  not  classified. 

V. 

College  term  or  sessions. 

There  is  only  one  term  or  session  in  each  year  in  said  College,  for 
the  sub-graduate  course,  which  commenced  the  past  year  on  the  15th 
day  of  October  1848,  and  will  continue  until  the  14th  day  of  March 
1850. 


8t  pSiaTATS 

lb  addition  to  the  regular  course,  a  preliminary  free  course  of  lec- 
tures was  commenced  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  and  continued  until 
the  15th,  embracing  the  following  subjects. 

Hygeine,  by  Dr.  Smith. 

Anatomy  of  the  Heart  and  Large  Vessels,  by  Dr.  Watts. 
Diseases  of  the  Male  Genital  Apparatus,  by  Dr.  Pareba. 
Organic  Diseases  of  the  Uterus,  by  Dr.  Oilmaii. 

VI. 

Mode  of  instruction. 

The  mode  of  instruction  in  said  college  is  that  of  public  lectures, 
by  the  several  Professors,  on  the  subjects  of  their  respective  professor- 
ships. Several  of  the  Professors  examine  the  members  of  their  class 
on  the  subject  of  the  preceding  lectures,  which  is  designed  rather  a5 
a  means  of  instruction,  than  as  a  test  of  the  acquirements  of  the  stu- 
dent. Of  the  latter  description  of  examinations,  candidates  for  de* 
grees  are  required  to  submit  to  two  ;  one  before  the  Professors,  the 
other  before  the  Trustees,  who  thereupon  decide  respecting  the  qoali*^ 
fications  of  such  candidate. 

vn, 

IHscipKne. 

There  are  no  established  rules  •of  discipline  ;  geseral  propriety  Mid 
decorum  are  required. 

vni. 

Gratuitous  aid. 

Gratuitous  students  are  not  admitted  by  us  of  right,  but  students 
of  theology  and  missionaries  are  allowed  to  attend  all  the  lecturer 

Indigent  medical  students  are  admitted,  under  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces, on  easy  conditions.  The  matriculation  fee  of  five  dollars,  which 
is  the  property  of  the  college,  is  required  from  all  students,  except 
such  as  have  already  paid  for  their  matriculation  tickets. 
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IX. 

Statutes  and  By-Laws  of  the  College. 

The  by-laws  and  regulations  of  tbe  college  are  those  approved  by 
your  honorable  body  on  the  28tb  of  February,  1814,  a  copy  of  which 
was  transmitted  with  the  annual  report  of  1847. 

X. 

Description  and  value  of  College  building, ' 

1.  The  college  bnilding,  situated  on  Crosby-street,  near  Spring- 
street,  is  75  feet  in  vvidth,  by,  75  feet  in  depth,  three  stories  high  in 
front  and  four  in  the  rear,  and  contains  all  the  requisite  accommoda- 
tions for  the  different  departments  of  instruction. 

The  building  and  ground  pertaining  thereto,  may  be  valued  at 
$30,000. 

2.  The  college  library  contains  about  1,200  volumes,  valued  at 
$1,500.  The  college  also  possessed  a  valuable  cabinet  of  materia 
medica,  the  gift  of  Prof.  J.  B.  Beck,  atiatomical  preparations,  wax 
and  plaster  models,  drawings,  &c.,  the  value  of  which,  with  the  ca- 
binet of  materia  medica  is  not  less  than  $3,500.  Total  amount  of 
the  above  values,  $35,000. 

XL 

Description  and  value  of  College  property. 

The  college  possesses  no  other  property  or  funds,  besides  what  is 
enumerated  in  the  last  preceding  article. 

XII. 

Revenue. 

Annual  grant  from  the  State, j^ $500  00 

Matriculation  fees  collected, 965  00 

Graduation              do             1,125  00 

Rents  collected, 343  00 

Balance  from  last  year, 347  62 


a^MMria* 
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XIII. 

Debts, 

Bond  and  mortgage  to  W.  W.  Fox,  Esq  ,  al  7  per  ct.,  #12,500  00 
do        do  Dr  Albert  Smith,  do  5,000  00 


i 


XIV. 

Income  and  expenditure. 

The  whole  income  of  the  college  collected  and  collecta- 
ble, is  stated  in  Article  XII.,  and  amounts  to -•     2,933  00 

Which,  with  the  balance  on  hand  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year,  of 347  62 


Makes  a  total  of $3,280  62 

The  whole  expenditure  of   the  past  year  amounts  to 

$2,418.13  and  consists  of  the  following  items,  viz: 

Interest  on  mortgages, $  1,225  00 

Diplomas  $135,  Register  $50,  Janitor  $250 
Curator  $50, 485  00 

Expenses  at  Albany,  $53.26 ;  Acting   Li- 
brarian $5, 58  26 

Insurance    $67,  Croton   Water   $25,  Gas 

$3593, 127  93 

Painting  $7  63,  Gas  fixtures  $4  02,  Clean- 
ing $47.04 58  69 

Binding  $5,  Print  frames  for  Cabinet  Mate- 
ria Medica  $30.29, 

Repairs  $255.14,  Stove  &c.,  $16.94, 

Discount  $4,03,  Sundries  $5.97, 

Advertising    $49.63,  Printing  $60.75, 

Carpet  for  College  Hall, 


Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  College  at  date,  of  $862  49 

Treasurer's  Report  January,  1850,  of  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-two  dollars  forty-nine  cents. 
N.  B.  Interest  on  mortgages  payable  in  Feb.  and  { 

April  amountf  to  $612  50. 


35  29 

272  08 

10  00 

110  38 

35  50 

t2,418  13 

4 
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XV. 

Price  of  Tuition. 

Matriculation  Fee, $5  00 

Graduation  Fee, 25  00 

Full  course  by  all  Professors, 96  00 

XVI. 

Remarks, 

Under  this  head  the  Trustees  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  com- 
munication made  to  them  by  the  President  at  their  meeting  held  3lst 
January  inst. 


"  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgkons,  ) 


KeW'York  Jan,  29<A,  1850. 
I  submit  to  the  Trustees,  the  following  statement  of  the  condition 
of  the  College,  The  number  of  students  who  have  matriculated,  is 
two  hundred  and  eight,  being  a  somewhat  larger  number  than  those 
of  several  preceding  years.  As  heretofore  their  conduct  has  been  en- 
tirely unexceptionnble,  no  instance  having  occurred  in  which  any  dis- 
cipline has  been  called  for.  Many  of  the  former  graduates  occupy 
eminent  stations  in  military  and  civil  life  ;  among  our  Profes- 
sors are  no  fewer  than  five  who  have  graduated  at  this  school.  The 
course  of  instruction  has  been  rendered  more  extensive  and  complete 
by  the  establishment  of  the  Professorship  of  Pathological  Anatomy 
and  Ph)siology,  which  is  filled  by  Professor  Clark  with  pre-eminent 
ability.  In  this  College  it  is  believed,  alone  of  all  the  schools  in  the 
United  States,  is  given  a  course  in  Medical  Jurisprudence.  Efforts 
are  being  made  for  the  giving  of  instruction  in  comparative  Anatomy 
"which  has  most  important  bearings,  not  only  upon  human  Anatomy 
as  a  philosophical  study,  and  upon  Physiology,  but  also  upon  the 
treatment  of  the  diseases  of  domestic  anim^)s. 

The  restricted  funds  of  the  College  have  hitherto  prevented  any 
considerable  increase  in  the  College  Museum  beyond  what  has  been 
given  by  liberal  individuals.  The  private  collections  of  the  Profes- 
sors are  used  for  the  instruction  of  the  students,  and  with  the  public 
collection  constitute  a  Museum  of  great  value. 

The  Professor's  fees  have  been  reduced  from  the  sum  of  $108  to 
$96.  (One  hundred  and  eight  to  ninety-six  dollars.)  The  Trustees 
have  already  duly  noticed  the  loss  sustained  in  the  decease  of  one  of 
their  number,  Mr.  Bruen.  The  late  Chancellor  of  the  University,  Dr. 
Peter  Wendell  has  also  been  taken  from  the  Board  over  which  he  for 
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80  long  a  period  presided.    In  him  the  College  has   lost  a  iaithful 
friend  ardently  deroted  to  its  interests. 

I  am  happy  to  add  that  as  heretofore  the  utmost  harmony  and 
good  feeling  has  prevailed  among  the  officers  and  students  of  the 
ColJegCt 

Regarding  well  educated  Physicians  as  among  the  best  missiona* 
ries  of  education  and  philanthropy,  independently  of  their  relations 
to  the  health  of  our  people  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  unspeakable 
evils  arising  from  the  half-taught  Physician  on  the  other,  the  hope 
is  entertained  that  the  increasing  efforts  which  this  Institution  has 
made  to  elevate  the  standard  of  Medical  Education  and  which  have 
secured  the  approbation  of  the  Profession  will  not  fail  to  secure  for 
it  also  the  fostering  patronage  of  the  State. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
Signed  A.  H.  STEVENS,  President. 

xvn. 

Close  of  Report, 

This  annual  report  having  been  submitted  at  a  special  meeting  of 
tito  Trustees  of  the  College,  held  January  31st,  1850,  by  a  committee 
of  three  appointed  for  the  purpose,  was  adopted  and  ordered  to  be 
forwarded  to  t)i6  Regents  with  the  signatures  of  the  President  and 
Registrar  and  the  seal  of  the  college  affixed  to  it. 

ALEX.  H.  STEVENS,  M.  D., 

President 
GuRDON  Buck,  Junr.,  M.  D., 

Registrar^  ^c. 
JVetD'Tork^  Janttary  31,  1850. 
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9.  ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

EEPORT  FOR  THE  TEAR  ENDING  JANUARY    22,  1850.         a 

The  Trustees  and  Faculty  of  the  Albany  Medical  College,  report 
as  follows  to  the  Regents: 

1.  Mimber  and  description  of  Professorships. 

Tbe  professorships  in  said  college  during  said  year,  as  established 
by  the  trustees,  were  as  follows : 

A  Professorship  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery. 

"  **  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

*'  ^  Materia  Medica« 

"  **  Obstetrics  and  Natural  Histoiy. 

"  "  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

**  "  Anatomy. 

''  ''  Institutes  of  Medicine. 

"  "  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

2.  Faculty  and  other  College  officers. 

The  Faculty  of  said  college,  including  all  persons  charged  with  the 
duty  of  giving  instruction  therein,  during  said  year,,  were  the  indi- 
viduals holding  the  above  eight  professorships. 

The  names  of  the  several  individuals  holding  places  in  said  college 
duriug  said  year,  with  the  offices  held  by  them  respectively,  and  the 
salaries  or  annual  compensation  for  official  services  allowed  to  each 
of  them,  were  as  follows: 

Per  student. 

AxDEN  March,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 

Surgery, $10  00 

James  McNadghton,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice 

of  Medicine, 10  00 

T.  RoMEVN  Beck,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica, 8  00 

Ebenezer  Emmons,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Natural 

History, 10  00 

Lewis  C.  Beck,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,- «  10  00 

James  H.  Armsby,  Professor  of  Anatomy, 12  00 

Thomas  Hun,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine,- --•  5  00 

Amos  Dean,  Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudence,  — -----  5  00 

3.  Whole  number  of  Students. 

The  whole  number  of  students  attending  lectures  during  said  year, 
veas  96.  For  the  names  of  said  students,  the  Trustees  respectfully 
refier  to  the  accompanying  printed  catalogue. 

[Senate,  No.  113.]  12 
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The  number  of  gtaduates  at  the  close  of  the  collegiate  year,  end- 
ing January  22<iy  1850,  was  24. 

Ail  the  students  were  above  15  years,  and  the  great  majority 
averaged  prabably  from  19  to  22  years  of  age. 

4.  Classification  of  Students, 

There  is  no  classification  of  students,  further  than  that  some  are 
attending  their  first  course,  some  their  second,  and  some  their  third 
course  of  lectures. 

5.  College  Terms  or  Sessions^ 

The  term  or  session  for  studies  in  said  college,  during  said  year, 
commenced  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  October,  1849,  and  ended  on  the 
22d  of  January,  1850. 

6*  Subjects  or  courses  of  study. 
See  No.  2. 

7.   Exercises, 
Not  applicable. 

8  and  9.  Examinations  and  modes  of  Instruction. 

The  mode  of  instruction  is  by  lectures.  The  Professors  daily  ex- 
amine such  of  the  students  as  desire  it,  on  the  subject  of  the  lectures 
of  the  preceding  day* 

Candidates  for  graduation  are  examined  by  each  Professor  on  the 
branch  which  he  has  taught.  They  are  also  examined  before  the 
Faculty  and  Curators. 

10.  Discipline, 

The  Faculty  exercise  the  power  of  expulsion  for  crimes  or  other 
gross  offences  of  any  description.  The  students  are  also  liable  to  exclu- 
sion on  account  of  any  improper  conduct  during  attendance  on 
lectures. 

11.  Gratuitous  Aid. 

Four  students  have  received  tickets  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Censors  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  in  compliance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Legislature  endowing  this  institution. 

12.  Statutes  and  By-Laws  of  the  College. 

The  trustees  have  enacted  by-laws  for  the  government  of  the  in- 
stitution. The  regulations  contained  in  the  accompanying  circalar 
relate  to  the  admission  of  students. 
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13«  Description  and  value  of  College  Buildings, 

For  description  of  college  buildings,  the  Trustees  refer  to  reports 
of  preceding  years.    Their  value  is  about  $30,000. 

14.  Description  and  value  of  other  college  property* 

The  library  contains  about  2,212  volumes,  most  of  them  new,  and 
all  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  Their  value  is  estimated  at 
$5,900.  The  chemical  apparatus  has  cost  about  $2,775.  The  col- 
lection of  materia  medica  is  estimated  at  $317.58 

The  museum  contains  a  large  collection  of  specimens  of  healthy 
and  morbid  anatomy,  a  set  of  Pathological  anatomy,  by  Dr.  Thibert, 
and  a  number  of  models  of  healthy  anatomy  by  Dr.  Auxouz.  It 
contains  also  specimens  of  comparative  anatomy  and  zoology,  and  a 
large  collection  of  minerals.     Its  value  is  about  $20,000. 

Value  of  library, $5,900  00 

do    chemical  apparatus, 2,775  00 

do    materia  medica  collection,  --- 317  58 

do    museum, 20,000  00 


Total, $28,992  58 


The  Trustees  have  also  on  hand  a  balance  of  State  appropriation, 
amounting  to  $4,000,  which  has  been  appropriated  but  not  ex- 
pended. 

15.  Revenue, 

The  revenue  is  derived  from  the  sale  of  tickets,  and  from  matri- 
culation and  graduation  fees. 

From  the  sale  of  tickets  during  the  past  year,  there  has 

been  collected,  and  is  still  collectable,  about $4,200  00 

From  graduation  fees,  have  been  received 520  00 

From  matriculation, 455  00 

Total, $5,175  00 
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16.  Debts. 

Nose. 

17.  Income  and  expenditures^ 

The  whole  income  (in  No.  15,)  is, #5,175  OO 

The  whole  expenditure  for  fuel,  light  and  attendance,  as 

near  as  can  be  ascertained, --•• .•••-.-       1,031  90 

Balance, 4,143   10 

The  annual  appropriation  of  $1,000,  given  by  the  State  for  the 
library,  museum,  &c.,  is  not  included  in  the  above  statement. 

,    D.  D.  BARNARD,  Pres.  of  Board  of  Trustees^ 
Oeo.  Dextek,  Secretary. 
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10,  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 

BUFFALO. 

The  Council  of  the  UDiversity  of  Buffalo,  in  compliance  with  the 
requisition  of  the  Regents  of  the  University,  submit  the  following 
report  for  the  last  collegiate  year,  ending  the  fourteenth  day  of  June, 
1849,  containing  a  just  and  true  statement  of  facts,  showing  the  pro- 
gress and  condition-  of  the  medical  department  of  said  University, 
(this  being  the  only  department  yet  organized,)  during  and  at  the 
close  of  said  year,  in  respect  to  the  several  subject  mattecs  follow- 
ing, viz: 

1.  JfuTnber  and  description  of  Professorships. 

The  Professorships  in  the  Medical  Department  of  said  University, 
as  established  by  the  Council,  are  the  following: 

1.  Professorship  of  Physiology  and  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

2.  do  Pathology  and  Materia  Medica. 

3.  do  General  and  Special  Anatomy. 

4.  do  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 
6.  do  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and  Clinical 

Surgery. 

6,  do  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  and  Clinical 

Medicine. 

7.  do  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

2.  Faculty  and  other  College  officers.  ' 

The  Faculty  of  the  Medical  Department  of  said  University,  includ- 
ing all  persons  charged  with  the  duty  of  giving  public  instruction 
therein  during  said  year,  consisted  of  individuals  holding  the  afore- 
mentioned seven  professorships,  and  the  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 

I 

The  names  of  the  several  persons  holding  offices  in  the  Medical 
Department  of  said  University,  with  the  offices  held  by  them  respec- 
tively, and  the  salaries  or  annual  compensation  for  official  services 
allowed  to  each  of  them,  were  as  follows: 

1.  Charles  Brodbead  Coventry,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Physiology 

and  Med ical  Jurisprudence, ticket,- -.-----  — $9  00 

2.  Charles  Alfred  Lee,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Pathology  and 

^  Materia  Medica,  ticket, ••-•-        9  00 

3.  Jambs  Webster,  M.  D.  i  Professor  of  Genera}  and  Spe* 

cial  Anatomy,  ticket, • - 9  00 
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4.  James  P,  White,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and 

Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  ticket, --      $9  00 

5.  Frank  H.  Hamilton,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Principles  and 

Practice  of  Surgery  and  Clinical  Surgery,  ticket,---         9  00 

6.  Austin  Flint,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Principles  and  Prac- 

tice of  Medicine  and  Clinical  Medicine,  ticket,  •---         9  00 

7.  GfiOROE  Hadlet,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and 

Pharmacy,  ticket, 11  00 

8.  CoBYDON  La  Ford,  M!  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy^ 

ticket, ,--         5  00 

3.   JVumher  of  Stvdents. 

The  number  of  students  attending  the  regular  course  of  instruction 
during  said  year,  was  eighty-two.  For  the  names,  residences,  &c., 
of  said  students,  the  Council  respectfully  refer  to  the  accompan}ing 
printed  catalogue. 

The  number  of  graduates  at  the  dose  of  the  collegiate  year,  ending 
June  14th,  was  nineteen. 

All  the  students  were  above  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  the  great  ma- 
jority were  from  eighteen  to  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

No  one  was  admitted  to  graduation  before  completing  the  twenty- 
first  year  of  his  age.  The  average  age  of  graduates  was  pivbably 
not  far  from  twenty-three  years. 

4    Classification  of  Studenis. 

There  is  no  classification  of  students,  except  that  some  are  first 
course  students,  and  others  had  attended  one,  two  or  three  previous 
courses.    A  few  were  practitioners  of  medicine  and  graduates. 

5.  College  Terms  or  Sessions* 

The  terms  or  sessions  for  studies  in  the  Medical  Department  of 
said  University,  during  the  said  year,  were  the  following: 

A  dissecting  term  commenced  November  1st,  1848,  and  continued 
four  months. 

A  lecture  term  commenced  on  the  29th  of  November,  1848,  and 
continued  twenty  weeks. 
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6.  Mode  of  Instruction. 

By  lectures,  demoDStrations,  clinical  illustrations  and  recitations  in 
the  sciences  of  medicine  and  surgery,  and  collateral  sciences. 

Public  lectures  were  given  in  the  various  branches  of  medical  in- 
struction. The  students  were  not  required,  but  recommended,  gene- 
rally, to  take  notes.  Exam^iations  on  the  subjects  of  the  previous 
lecture  were  usually  had  before  commencing  each  lecture. 

7.  Discipline. 

The  Faculty  consider  themselves  at  liberty  to  exercise  the  power 
of  expulsion  for  crimes  or  immoral  conduct.  No  occasion  for  the 
exercise  of  this  power  occurred  during  the  last  year.  No  discrimi- 
nation of  relative  merits  as  regards  scholarship,  or  conduct,  was  made. 

8.   Gratuitous  aid. 
No  provision  for  gratuitous  aid  exists  in  this  University. 

9.  Statutes  and  By-laws. 

The  Regents  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  accompanying  circu- 
lar for  the  general  regulations  of  the  Medical  Dapartment  of  said 
University. 

10.  Description  and  value  of  College  Buildings 

The  building  occupied  hy  the  Medical  Department  of  said  Univer- 
sity during  the  last  year,  was  a  leased  building,  refitted  and  adapted 
to  purposes  of  Medical  instruction.  The  annual  rent  of  the  building 
is  $300. 

11.  Description  and  value  of  other  College  Property. 

The  Library  contains  about  519  volumes  ;  estimated  value  about 
$800. 

The  Chemical  and  Philosophical  Apparatus  &c.,  is  the  property  of 
the  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Fhariiiacy. 

The  Anatomical  and  Pathological  Museum  is  valued  at  about  $400. 
This  does  not  include  private  pro{^erty  of  the  several  Professors  de- 
posited in  the  College  Museum. 

During  the  last  Collegiate  year,  $1,000  have  been  received  from  the 
State.  In  the  whole  about  $14,000  have  been  expended  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  College  edifice.    Of  this  sum,  $10,700  was  contnbu- 
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ted  by  the  citizens  of  Buffalo,  ^2,000  in  two  annual  appropriations 
from  the  State,  and  the  remaining  thousand  by  the  Faculty.  There 
is  still  an  uncollected  balance  on  the  subscription  of  $1,350  :  a  small 
portion  of  which  will  be  available.  A  considerable  portion,  howev- 
er, of  this  expenditure  has  been  made  since  the  close  of  the  collegi- 
ate year. 

12.  Revenue* 

1.  Graduation  fees. $360  00 

2.  Matriculation  fees 231  00 

$591  00 

The  above  is  exclusive  of  the  amounts  received  by  the  Professors 
for  their  tickets. 

]3.  Debts. 

There  is  due  on  the  lot  on  which  the  building  is  erected,  secured 
by  mortgage,  $3,300.  The  only  debt  besides  this,  is  $550,  advan. 
ced  by  the  chairman  of  the  building  committee,  towards  the  comple- 
tion of  the  edifice. 

14.  Income  and  expenditures. 

The  income  derived  from  the  matriculation  and  graduation  fees, 
was  expended  in  the  payment  of  the  rent  of  the  college  building  and 
various  incidental  expenses,  as  fuel,  lights,  &c.  The  amount  receiv- 
ed from  the  State,  ($1,000)  was  expended  in  the  construction  of  the 
new  college  building. 

15.  Price  of  Tuition. 

The  amount  required  of  the  pupil  for  the  tickets  of  all  the  Profes- 
sors, was $65  00 

He  was  required  to  pay  a  matriculation  fee  of 3  00 

Graduates  were  required  to  pay  a  fee  of---------------        20  00 

The  dissecting  ticket  was — ----- --.-.- 6  00 


M. 


Aggregate, •>-• $93  00 


16.   Remarks. 

The  Medical  and  Suigical  Dispensary,  previously  established,  was 
continued  during  the  session  of  1849.  Patients  were  prescritied  for 
before  the  class,  and  surgical  operations  performed  ;  medicines  being 
furnished  to  those  unable  to  pay  for  such  services  and 
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The  Bufialo  Ho^ital  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity  is  sitaated  a  few 
rods  from  the  college  building.  This  institution  is  capable  .  of  re- 
ceiving about  one  hundred  patients  and  additions  are  nearly  comple- 
ted which  will  double  its  ability  to  afford  relief  to  the  indigent  sick. 
The  Professors  of  Medicine  and  Surgery  are  the  attending  medical 
officers  of  the  Hospital,  from  the  month  of  October  to  the  month  of 
April  of  each  year.  The  college  students  are  permitted  to  visit  the 
Hospital  twice  weekly,  with  the  attending  medical  officers,  on  pay- 
ment  of  a  fee  of  five  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  the  Hospital.  By  this 
anangement,  ample  clinical  advantages  are  offered  to  students  attend- 
ing lectures  in  the  medical  department  of  the  University.  About 
sixty  students  attended  the  Hospital  during  the  lecture  session  of 
1849  '50. 

The  foregoing  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  undersigned,  (in  be- 
half of  the  Council  of  the  University  of  Buffalo,)  being  a  committee 
appointed  expressly  for  that  purpose. 

T.  BURWELL, 
JAMES  P.  WHITE, 
Committee^ 

O.  B.  Rich,  Treamrer. 
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SCHEDULE  No.  6. 

Containing  a  statement  of  all  moneys  appropriated  to  Academies  from 
the  Literature  Fund  by  the  Regents  of  the  University ^  for  the  pur^ 
chase  of  books  and  philosophical  apparatus  for  the  use  of  such 
Academies  J  pursuant  to  the  act  of  the  Legislature  relative  to  the 
distribution  and  application  of  the  revenue  of  said  Fund^  passed  April 
22, 1834.;  such  appropriation  having  been  made  to  such  academies 
only  as  had  themselves  raised  by  contribution^  from  sources  other 
than  their  own  corporate  property  ^  funds  equal  to  the  amount  so  ap- 
propriated^ to  be  expended  in  the  same  manner 


Time  when  f  nnted. 


July 


Jan.      19 

Feb.     26 

April    29 

May     10 

10 

Feb.    28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

March  31 

31 

May     16 

September 

March    6 

6 

6 

6 

6 


1835 


Names  of  Aeademiei. 


1836 


1837 


1838 


Lowrille,.  • •• 

St.  Lawrence, 

Ovid, 

Albany  Female  Seminary, 

Clarksoni •••. 

Fredonia, ••••  . 

Jefferson, •  • . 

Rensselaer  Oswego, 

Utica, •  • 

Albany  Femarle  Academy, 

Springville, 

Jefferson, •••.••• 

Cortland, • 

Gaines, 

Albany  Female  Academy, 

Cortland, •••••••. 

Fredonia,  •••••• • 

Ithaca,.  •  .••••••••••••. 

Ontario  Female  Seminary, 
Rochester  High  School,. .  • 
Albany  Female  Seminary,. 
Albany  Academy,  ••.•••. 

Amenia  Seminary, 

Washington, 

Auburn, 

Clinton  Liberal  Institute,. 

Oneida  Institute, 

Cortland,  .••••.•.•••••• 

Albany  Female  Seminary, 

Carried  forward,. . 


AmH  granted. 


$112  00 
150  00 
90  CO 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
183  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
100  00 
'  60  00 
125  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 
250  00 

$6,270  00 
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SCHEDULE  No.  5.— (Continued.) 


Time  when  (rranted. 


May 


Jan. 


Feb. 


6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

)0 

29 

29 

29 

6 

5 

5 

5 

6 

5 

12 

12 

12 

March  15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

15 

.  ]5 

15 

]5 

19 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 


Feb. 


1838 


1839 


1839 


1840 


Names  of  Aeademiet. 

* 

Brought  forward,  • • 

Rochester  High  School, 

Albany  Female  Academy, 

Re  Ruy ter  Institute, 

Gouverneur  High  School, 

Hamilton,  .  •  •  • 

Troy  Female  Seminary, • 

Plattsburgh, 

Ithaca,  .•.•••••• • 

Canajoharie, 

Amenia, « 

Hamilton,  •  • 

Groton, • 

Mount  Pleasant, . .  • 

Fayetteville, 

Kingston, 

Ontario  Female  Se:ninary , 

Genesee  Wesle'yan  Seminary, . . . . 
Galway,..,.*.  •••.•••••.•••••• 

Stillwater, .  • • 

Whitesboro', •••«•• 

Waterford,  •• ••••••.... 

Fulton  Female  Seminary, 

Manlius, •••••••• 

Syracuse, •••••.••• 

Sihoharie,  ••••.•••.•••••••.••• 

Munro, 

Black  River  L.  and  R.  Institute, . . 

Peekskill,, 

Batavia  Female  Academy,.  • 

Vernon, •••• 

Poughkeepsie  Female  Academy,  •• 

Claverack, 

Schenectady  L.  and  A., •  •  •  •  • 

Canton, 

Fort  Covington, •..••*.•• 

Johnstown, 

Clinton  Grammar  School, 

Fulton  Female  Seminary, 

Hobart  Hall  Institute, 

Whitesboso', 

Auburn  Female  Seminary, 

Carried  forward,  ..••..»•. 


Am't   pranted. 


16270  00 

250  00 

250  00 

250  00 

100  00 

250  00 

250  00 

350  00 

250  00 

63  00 

149  90 

200  00 

250  00 

250  00 

250  00 

110  00 

20  00 

250  00 

250  00 

250  00 

50  00 

100  00 

100  00 

134  00 

250  00 

78  00 

75  00 

250  00 

126  00 

94  25 

250  00 

62  64 

59  00 

50  00 

85  00 

118  00 

100  00 

218  00 

65  00 

65  00 

50  00 

250  00 

$12,791  79 
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SCHEDULE  No.  6. — (Continobd.) 


Time  when  granted. 


Feb.  29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 

29 
March  31 
May,    is;  1841 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

IS 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 

18 


Names  of  Acaclemiet. 


Brought  forward,.  •  / 

Seneca  Falls,  .  • .  •  • 

Gaines,  •• 

Mendon,  ..*•• •• ..•• 

Munro,  •••• •• •••• 

Phipps  Union  Seminary, 

Westfield, 

Farmers'  Hall,  .  •  • 

Troy  Female  Seminary, 

Lansineburgh,  .••••.. ••••• 

Canajonarie, •••••.•••••.• 

Cambridge  Washingtcm, 

Clermont, • 

Stillwater,  • • 

Ames,  ••.••••••• 

Mount  Pleasant, 

Redhook, « 

Amenia  Seminary, 

East  Bloomfield, 

Delaware  Literary  Institute, 

Rutgers  Female  institute,  .•••••• 

Fairfield, 

Hudson, 

Moravia  ^Institute,  •  • 

Rensselaer  Oswego, •••.••• 

Elmira,.  •••••• r. 

MillviUe,    

Herkimer, •  •  •  • 

Oneida  Conference  Seminary,  •  • .  • 
Gouverneur  Wesleyan  Seminary,. . 

Cambridge 'Washington, • 

Utica  Female  Academy, • 

Rhinebeck,  . » 

Greenbush  and  Schodack, 

Albion,  • . .  • 

Mount  Pleasant, •••• 

Troy  Female  Seminary, 

Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary,  .  • .  • 

Areyle, 

Stillwater, • 

Hobart  Hall  Institute, •  • 

Called  forward, ......... 


Ann  gtwatti. 

112,791  79 

129  50 

53  00 

150  00 

70  00 

60  00 

200  00 

40  00 

250  00 

125  00 

100  00 

125  00 

51  00 

150  00 

30  00 

250  00 

50  00 

141  00 

250*00 

250  00 

250  00 

250  00 

150  00 

95  00 

250  00 

100  VX) 

250  GO 

150  00 

250  00 

100  00 

50  00 

50  00 

150  00 

150  00 

150  00 

250  00 

250  00 

250  00 

150  00 

125  00 

150  00 

I|18,836  29 
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SCHEDULE  No.  5.— (Costutoed.) 


Time  when  granted. 


May 


Jan. 
April 


March 


Mar. 


18 

18 

18, 

18 

18 

25 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 


1841 


1842 


Names  of  Academies. 


1813 


1^4 


Brought  forward,  •••••••. 

Eingboro'  j 

Aurora,  ••••..••.. •  • 

Tror, / 

Bufralo  Lit.  &  Scientific  Academy: 

Le  Roy  Female  Seminay, '. 

Stillwater, • 

GilbertSTille  Acad'y  &  Col.  Inst.   • 
Essex  County  Academy,  •••••••• 

Livingston  County  High  School,  •• 
Union  Lit  Society  of  Ellisburgfa, . . 

Glen's  Palls  Acaaemy, 

Coxsackie,        do         

Knoxville  do         

Amsterdam  Female  Seminary,. . . . 

Delaware  Academy, • .  • . 

Cayuga  do         ••••..•••.•• 

Augusta         do         •  • 

Brockport  Collegiate  Institute,, . .  • 

Syracuse  Academy, 

Lowville      do         • . . . . 

Vernon       do         

Oneida  Conference  Seminary,  • . . , 
Black  River  Lit.  and  Rel.  Inst.,  . . 
Ontario  Female  Seminary,.  .♦...• 
Gouverneur  Wesleyan  Seminary,. . 

Anrenia  Seminary, • 

Troy  Female  Seminary, 

Waterloo  Academy, 

Yates,  do     

Cortlandville     do     .•••..•••,.. 

Alfred  do     : 

Clinton  Seminary, 

Greenville  Academy, 

Binghamton      do       

Cfaamplain        do       

De  Lancey  Institute, 

Schoharie  Academy, 

Livington  County  High  School,. . . 

Phipps  Union  Seminary, 

Moravia  Institute, 

Oneida  Conference  Seminary, 
Black  River  Lit.  &  Rel.  Inst., 


Am't  granted. 


•  •  •  • 


I  Senate,  No.  11 3.  J 


Carried  fonrard, 
17 


tl8,836  29 
92  00 
260  00 
260  00 

100  00 

75  00 

101  00 
250  00 

50  00 
105  00 

76  00 
250  00 

25  00 
118  00 
250  00 
250  00 

22  00 
260  00 
250  00 
206  00 

50  00 
100  00 
260  00 
171  00 

30  00 
100  00 
220  00 
260  00 
250  00 
176  50 
150  00 
200  00 

68  41 

50  00 
164  97 
247  00 
150  00 
115  00 
250  00 
108  00 

80  00 
250  00 
160  00 


126,385  17 


■I 


•'^^ 
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ISnrATS 


SCHEDULE  No.  5.— (Cohtiitoeo.) 


Time  whaa  (zaated. 


NuDM  of  Aoad«miet. 


March  12,    1844 
12, 
12, 

12,  . 
12, 
12, 
13, 
12, 
12, 

12, 
12, 
12, 

12, 
12, 

12, 

12, 

■12, 

12, 
Feb.     28,    1845 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28,    > 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 
March   7,    1846 

7, 
7, 
7, 

■  ?:. 

7, 
7, 
7, 


•  •  • 


AmH  crantffL 


Brought  forward,  • . . « 
Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary, 

Norwich  Academy. •  •  < 

Walworth       Ao      .,....•.. 
Avon  do       .••••.••. 

Astoria  Institute, •  • .  • . 

Ovid  Academy, • 

Schenectady  Lyceum  and  Academy, 

Lansingburgh  Academy, •  • . 

Costland  ville         do 

Clinton  Seminary, 

Bingham  ton    Academy, •  •  • 

East  Bloomiield     do      .•..••••• 

Washin^on  do 

Farmerr  Hall        do      .•••...•• 

Claverack  do      

Rochester  Collegiate  Institute, .  •  •  • 

Troy  Female  Seminary, 

Amenia  Seminary,  .•••.••••••••• 

Peekskill  Academy, •  .  • .  • 

Ball  Seminary, •••••• 

Rensselaerville  Academy,  ••••.••• 
Schenectady  Lyceum  and  Academy, 

Academy  at  Little  Falls, • 

Fairfield  Academy,. , f  •  •  • 

Oedensburgh  Academy, 

EFmira  do         .•.•••••• 

Jordan  do         

Macedon  do         .•••••••• 

Albion  do         

Le  Roy  Female  Seminary, • 

Rochester  Collegiate  Institute,.  •  •  • 

Schuylerville  Academy, 

Walikill  do         

Wilson  Collegiaie  Institute, 

Red  Creek  Union  Academy, 

Cary  Collegiate  Institute, 

Fonda  Academy, •• 

Whitestown  Seminary, 

Sandlake  Academy,  •••••••••••• 

Riga  do 

Kingston       do         

Carried  forward,.  ..•••••• 


$25 


,385  17 

320  00 

250  00 

210  00 

151  00 

260  00 

129  00 

62  00 

100  00 

100  00 

100  00 

84  03 

100  00 

163  00 

75  00 

30  00 

250  00 

250  00 

46  CO 

13  00 

214  00 

65  00 

30  00 

250  00 

50  00 

250  00 

60  00 

260  00 

104  00 

250  00 

75  00 

250  00 

27  00 

60  00 

250  00 

150  00 

250  00 

165  00 

250  00 

150  00 

150  00 

250  00 


$31,421  20 


Ifo.  113.] 
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SCHEDULE  No.  6.— (Continckd.) 


am 


Tims  whan  limited. 


March    7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

May     28 

28 

28 

28 

24 

28 

28 

25 

28 

28 

28 

28 

.  28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

Dec.       3 

3 

March 


1846 


1847 


1848 


•  •  • 


•  •  •  •  • 


•  • 


•  •  •    •  •  •  ■ 


•   •  •  • 


Brought  forward, 
Seneca  Falls  Academy,. 
Ciarkson  do 

Alfred  do 

Yates  do 

Ithaca  do 

Washington  do 
fiinghamton  do 
Cortland  do 

Union  Village  do 
Qhester  do 

North  Salem       do 
Middlebury         do         .  • . , 
Oxford  do         ..•< 

Brooklyn  Female  Academy, 
Genesee  and  Wyoming  Seminary,. 

Genoa  Academy, 

Onondaga  Academy, 

Ball  Seminary,  •  •  •  • • .  •  •  • 

Red  Creek  Union  Seminary 

Amsterdam  Female  Seminary, .  •  • . 

Eingsboro'  Academy,^ •  •  • 

WilsQP  .Collegiate  Institute,  ...... 

Phipps  Union  Seminary, 

Canajobarie  Academy, 

Oneida  Conference  Seminary, 

Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary,  .  •  •  • 

Amenia  Seminary, 

Delaware  Literary  Institute, 

Spencertown  Academy, •  • 

Brookfield  Academy,. 

Sag  Harbor  Institute, 

Starkey  Seminary, 

New  Paltz  Academy, « • 

New  Berlin  Academy, 

Seward  Female  Seminary,.  ••-••• 

Sand  Lake  Academy, 

Academy  at  Little  Falls, 

De  Ruyter  Institute,. 

Whitestown  Seminary, 

St«  Lawrence  Academy, 

Brooklyn  Female  Academy, 


AmH  prantedb 


$31,421  20 

110  00 

80  00 

200  00 

20  00 

161  00 

100  00 

225  50 

120  00 

45  00 

12  00 

60  00 

100  00 

250  00 

250  00 

115  00 

150  00 

60  00 

60  00 

25  00 

47  75 

50  00 

126  33 

100  00 

55  00 

250  00 

250  00 

250  00 

200  00 

156  30 

32  00 

75  00 

250  00 

15  00 

62  00 

100  00 

25  00 

103  00 

54  00 

250  00 

140  00 

250  00 


Carried  forward, I|36,383  08 
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SCHEDULE  No.  5.— (Costiitoed.) 


March    ] , 

1, 

1, 
1, 

h 
1, 

1, 
24, 

24, 

24, 
Joly,  27, 
Feb.     28,  1849 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 

28, 
April  6, 
April    12, 


Brought  forward,  .... ....  $36 

Wallkill  Academy,. | 

Wilson  Collegiate  Institute, 

Kingsborough  Academy,  ........ 

Ball  Seminary, 

Alfred  Academy, 

Rochester  Collegiate  Institute,. . . . 

JefferscHi  County  Institute, 

Oneida  Conference  Seminary, .... 

Union  Village  Academy, 

Stillwater  Seminary, 

Yates  Academy, 

Nunda  Literary  Institute, 

Albany  Academy, 

Albany  Female  Seminary, 

Brookfield  Academy, 

Canajoharie  Academy, 

Claverack  Academy,  ........... 

Clinton  Grammar  School, 

De  Ruyter  Institute, •••••••••••. 

Fairfield  Aeademy, •  •  •  • 

Genoa  Academy, 

Greenbiish  and  Schodack  Academy, 

Jordan  Academy,. 

Kingsborough  Academy, • 

Le  Key  Female  Seminary,.  .... 

Onondaga  Academy,,  •  • 

Ontario  Female  Seminary, 

Schuylerville  Academy, 

Wilson  Collegiate  Institute,  .  •  • 

Owego  Academy, .•••• 

Rhinebeck  Academy, 


,383  OS 

20  00 
106  27 

43  00 

50  00 
250  00 
250  00 

30  00 
250  00 

75  00 
100  00 
250  00* 
120  00 
150  00 
180  00 

13  00 

21  00 
25  00 
25  00 

245  00 
28  00 
10  00 
15  00 
47  50 

132  00 

100  00 
60  00 

250  00 

8  00 

65  10 

60  00 

100  00 


$39,461  95 


Nd^  113.J 
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SUMMARY. 


Years. 


In  the  year  1832, 

1836, 
1837, 
1838, 
1839, 
1840, 
1841, 
1842, 
1843, 
1844, 
1845, 
1846, 
1847, 
1848, 
1849, 


a 
a 
u 
a 
u 
ii 
u 
a 
u 
u 
u 
u 
u 


▲m't  moneyt  raited 
by  Academies. 


$1,852  00 
1,183  00 
2,110  00 
2,475  00 
4,049  15 
3,597  14 
4,337  00 
3,373  00 
1,455  88 
3,423  03 
1,861  00 
2,708  50 
2,602  38 
2,900  27 
1,534  60 


mammmmm 


Amt  of  moneys  gnnt 
ed  by  the  Regents. 


$39,461  95 


$1,852  00 
1,183  00 
2,110  00 
2,475  00 
4,049  15 
3,697  14 
4,337  00 
3,373  00 
1,455  88 
3,423  03 
1,861  00 
2,708  50 
2,602  38 
2,900  27 
1,634  60 


Total. 


■••■ 


mm 


$39,461  95 


m 


$3,704  00 
2,366  00 
4,220  00 
4,950  00 
8,098  30 
7,194  28 
8,674  00 
6,746  00 
2,911  76 
6,846  06 
3,722  00 
6,417  00 
6,204  76 
5,800  54 
3,069  20 

$78,923  90 

BBBBiBBBai 


The  Regents  are  in  possession  of  testio^ony^  duly  authenticated, 
showing  thattlie  whole  of  the  above  amount  has  been  devoted  to  the 
purchase  of  books  and  apparatus,  with  the  following  exceptions  : 

Of  the  moneys  raised  and  granted  in  the 


year. 

liidd, 

ii 

1836, 

a 

1837, 

u 

1838, 

u 

1839, 

<( 

1840, 

u 

1841, 

<( 

1842, 

u 

1843, 

• 

1S44, 

jU  . 

io4o. 

(( 

1846, 

« 

1847, 

u 

1848, 

*i 

1849^ 

1835,  there  is  unaccounted  for, 


u 
it 

u 

a 
u 
a 
u 


none. 
$217  16 
none, 
none, 
none. 
133  56 
none. 

11  00 
none. 
100  00 
none. 
5  62 
9  91 
159  70 

36  00 

$672  95 


Sineo  the  preMatation  of  this  report,  tho  whole  of  1849  has  been  aoeoimted  for. 
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SCHEDULE  No.  9. 


Qmtaimng  abstracts  fnm  the  Academic  Reports  for  1849,  made  te 
the  Regents  of  the  University  ^  exhSbUing  the  various  text  or  class 
books  used  during  said  year,  in  the  Academies  from  wkich  such  re- 
ports toere  received,  on  the  different  subjects  of  study  taught  in  said 
Academies. 

L    ORDINARY  ELEMENTARY  STUDIES. 


SUBJBCrS  OF  STUDY. 


Arithmetic, 


Bocdc-keepingi 


BOOKS  USSD. 


Adams,..  •• 
Baldwin,  .. 
Bazeley, . , , 
Colburn,  .. 
Cruttenden, 
DaboU, . • . . 
Davies, .  • .  • 

De  Morgan, 
Emerson,  ,• 
Greenleaf,  . 
Marsh,  ,  • .  • 
Parley, .  •  • . 
Perkins, .  •  • 

^ingj 

Ruger,  .•.. 

Smith, 

Stoddard, . . 

Thomson, . . 

Wanzer,  •  ^ . 

Willet, .... 

WUlson,... 

Adams, .... 

Bachelor,  .. 

Bennet, .... 

Coffin,  .... 

Colt, 

Cruttenden, 

Duff, 

Eastman,  •• 

Foster,  . .  •  • 

Fulton, .... 

Ebms,  ••.. 


No.  of 
Ae«4emief. 


69 
3 
1 

66 
6 
5 

54 
2 
1 

29 

16 


24 

16 
6 


16 
2 
6 
3 
2 

24 
2 

28 
6 


m 
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SCHEDULE  No.  9.— (Cootinued.) 


SUBJECTS  OF  STUDY. 


Book-keepbg, 


CompositioDi 


Elocution^ 


English  Orsmmax^ 


BOOKS  USED. 


Jones, 

Marsh, 

National  Accountant, 

Northend, 

Preston, 

Winchester, ....... 

Blair, 

Boyd, .  • 

Morgan, 

Newman, 

Parker, 

Bronson, 

Caldwell, 

Clagget, 

Comstock, 

Dwyer,  • .  • .  • 

Fowle,  • . .  • 

Frost, 

Howe, 

Eirkhamj 

Lovell, • . 

.McGuffie, 

.  Maglathlin,  ....... 

Mandeville, 

Porter, 

Russell, 

Sanders, 

Sweet, 

Town, 

Bazeley, • 

Brown, 

Bullions, 

Clagget, 

Clark, 

Comley,  .••••..... 

Cruttenden, 

Frazer, ...  I 

Green, •  •  • .  • 

Greenleaf,  .  • ' 

Hazen, 

HomeTooke, 

Kenyon, . • • 

Eirkhain. 

Miller, 


No.  of 
2 

8 
1 
1 

66 
5 
1 
7 
1 
2 

51 
2 
4 
3 
8 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 

15 
1 
7 
7 

21 
8 
5 

16 
2 

7: 

45 


22 
1 
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SCHEDULE  No.  9.— CCoktinted.) 


8X7BJ£CTS  OF  STUDY. 


English  Grammar, 


Eng«  Language  Dictionslryf  •  • 


Geography, 


Orthography , 


i 


BOOKS  USED. 


4..    , 


Murray, 

Pierce, ••..•. 

Saunders, , 

Smith, •...• 

Weld, 

Wells, 

Gallaudet, 

Johnson, . , 

Raid,,, 

Town, 

Walker, 

Walker  and  Webster,  .... 

Webster, , 

Worcester, 

Bazeley, 

Book  of  Commerce, 

Goodrich, 

Mitchell, 

Morse, 

Olney, 

Parley, 

Smith,   

Willard, 

Woodbridge, 

Woodbridge  and  Willard, . 

Worcester, 

Bentley, 

Clagget, 

Clark, 

Cobb, 

Fowle, 

Gallaudet  and  Hooker, . . . 

Galpin, 

Hazen, , 

Kenyon, 

Lynd, 

McEUegat, 

Mandeville, 

Page> 

Rush, 

Sanders, 

Scholar's  Companion,. .... 

Swan, 

Town,  .••.•••••••••••.. 


No.  of 
Academiai. 

I 

1 
1 

2 
24 

8 
18 

1 

1 

1 

1 
'   6 

1 

lOS 

18 

1 

1 

7 

106 

63 

16 

6 
18 

4 

6 

8 

1 

2 

1 

1 

7 

2 

5 

1 

6 

1 

2 

7 

1 

9 

1 
21 

3 

4 
46 
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[SUTATB 


SCHEDULE  No.  9.— (Coktinubd.) 


SUBJECTS   OF  STUDY. 


Orthographyj 


ProDunciation  Standard, 


Reading  Books, 


•  •  •  • 


Walker, 

Webster,  .......... 

Wells, 

Worcester, 

Wright, 

Reid, 

^^  alter         ■••■  •■•• 
WalkerWd  Webster, 

Webster, 

Worcester,  .•••••.. 

The  Bible, 

American  Expositor, .  •  • .  • 
American  Ist  Class  Book,. 
American  Manual,.  •••••• 

AngelPs  Series, 

Book  of  Commerce, 

Bronson's  Elocution, 

Bentley's  Series, 

Caldwell, 

Campbell's  Poems, 

Child's  Guide, 

Clagget's  Elocution, 

Cleveland's  Eng.  Literature 

Cobb's  Series, •  •. 

Comstock's  Elocution,  •  •  •  • 

Cowper,* • 

De  Tocqueville, 

Flint's  Book  of  History,.  • 
Fowle's  Bible  Reader, «... 

Goodrich's  History, • 

Guernsey' s  History,  •  •  •  •  • 

Hale's  History, 

HalPs  Reader, •  •  • 

Hazen's  Technology,  •  •  •  • 

Hemans,.  •••••• 

Howe's  Elocutionist, 

Howe's  Shakspeare  Reader, 
Enowles  Rhet.  Reader,. . . 

Leayitt, • 

Lovell's  Series, •  •  • 

Maglathlin, • 

JiFGuffie's  Series, 

Mandeville,  •  •  • 

Milton, •  • .  • . 


1 

41 
2 
3 

21 
1 
5 
2 

71 
8 

28 
1 
4 
1 
5 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
4 
1 
1 

16 
7 


No.  113.J 
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SCHEDULE  No.  9.— (Coktiktou).) 


SUBJECTS   OF  STtTDY. 


Readmg  Books, 


BOOKS  USED. 


Mount  Vemon  Reader,.  • . 
Murray's  English  Reader,. 
National  Preceptor,  •.,.•. 

National  Reader, 

National  Speaker,  .•••••• 

North  American  Reader,.  • 
Olney's  Easy  Reader, .  • . . 

Parker's  Exercises, 

Parley's  History,  •.•.,.,. 
Paulding's  Washington,  . , 

Pollock, :../•.. 

Popular  Lessons, 

Porter' s  Rhetorical  Reader, 
Reader's  Quide,. . . . , 
Robbins'  History,  • . . , 
Russel's  Reader,  .  •  • , 
Russel  and  Oolsbury, 
Saunders'  Series,  .•.•.<•. 

Scripture  Reader, 

Shakespeagre,  .•••.••••;• 

Smellie, 

Sweet's  Elocution, 

Thomson, 

Town's  Reading  Books,. . . 

Village  Reader, 

Willson's  Am.  Class  Read. 

Worcester's  Books, 

Young  Ladj's  Class  Book, 
Young  Ladies'  Reader, . .  • 


•  •  • 


No.  of 
AcademiM. 


2 
7 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
4 
1 

49 
1 
3 
4 
2 

66 
1 
1 
1 
7 
1 

26 
4 
4 
8 
6 
2 


2.   BIATHEMATICS  AND  NATURAL  PPILOSOPHY,  AND 

THEIR  APPLICATIONS.  ' 


Algdbra, 


Bailey, 

Bonnycastle, 

Boura<m, 

Bridges, 

Clark, 

Colbum,  

Davies, 

Da-Ties'  Bourdon,.... 
Day  &  Thomson's  Day,. . . 

Hackley, 

Hutton, 

Loomis, 


•  ■  • 


4 

3 

6 

1 

4 

6 

65 

38 

100 

1 

1 

.  8 
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R"^« 


*  SCHEDULE  No.  9.— (Continosd.) 


SUBJECTS  OF  STUDY. 


Algebra, 


Aftronom  J, 


OalculaS) •  •  • , 

Calculus  (Integral),.., 

Calculus  (Diffi^rential), 

Conic  Sections, 


ISectricijtj, 


Engineering  (CixU)r 


BOOKS    USBD. 

Perkins,  .,•.••« 

Robinson,  ••••.. 

Ryan, •••;... 

Smith, 

Thomson, 

Tower, 

Burritt, 

Comstock, 

Day,.; 

Guy, 

Herschel,  .«. 

Keith, 

Kendall, \ 

Matteeon, . . . « 

Mitchell, 

Norton, 

Olmsted, .•••... 

Parker, •.....• 

Robinson, 

Smith, ,«, 

Da  vies, 

Church, 

Davies,  • , . . , 

Pierce, 

Church, 

Davies, 

Pierce,  ...••••  ^ 

Coffin, 

Davies,   .  • • . . 

Day,...-. 

Jackson, 

Simson, .« 

Comstock, 

Day, 

Draper,  • .  •  • 

Gray,  ....•.••.  .^ 

Johnston,  ••••.•/ 

Olmsted, 

Parker, 

Reid  &  Bain, 

Silliman, •• , 

Davies, 

Gillepsie, • 

Mabaa, • 


No.  of 
Academies. 

16 

14 
2 
1 
1 
4 

96 
4 
1 
2 
2 
6 
4 

47 
1 
S 

26 
1 
I 

20 
3 
1 
6 
1 
1 
5 
1 
2 
4 
1 
6 
1 

10 
1 
5 
3 
4 

13 
6 
1 
3 
1 
1 
7 


N«.  113*1 
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SCHEDULE  No.  9.— (CoimNinED.) 


SITBJECrS  OF  8TUDT. 


Geometiy] 


Geometry  (Analytic)j 


Geometry  (Descriptive), 


Hydrostatic 


LefelliDg, 


Logarithms^ 


Magnetiap] 


Mechanic^ 


BOOBS  irSKD. 


[S«Bftte,  No.  113.] 


Davies  &  Danes'  Legendre, 

Hackleyi  ••^••« • 

Loomis^ ••••.••• 

Perkins, •  •  •  •  • 

Thomson'-s  Leffendre, 

Euclid,  (Playndr.  &c..).  •  • 

Whitlock, 

Ooffin, 

Dayies,  ••• 

Pierce,  •  • .  •  • •••••• 

Toung, 

Armstrong,  ••••••••••••• 

Dairies, • 

Comstock, •••••• 

Day,.. 

Draper, • 

Enfield,.... • 

Johnston, •  • . .  • 

Loomis,.  ••••.. 

Olmsted, • 

Parker, .  •  • , 

DaTie3,  •• •• 

Flint, 

Gommere,  •  •  •  •  • 

Clark, 

Davies, ••••••.. 

Day,. 

Flint, 

Gummere, • 

Loomis,  .•.••••••••••.. 

Perkins, 

Smith, • .  • 

Comstpak, • 

Draper,  ••..«. 

Johnstbn,  •••. 

Olmsted, •  •  •  •  • 

Parker,  • .  •  • •  •  •  •  • 

Robinson, 

Silliman, 

Comstock,  •  • • . 

Day, 

Johnston, «•• 

Lardner, 

Olmsted,  • 

22 


No.  of 
Aeademiai* 

126 
1 
2 
2 
6 

18 
2 
1 

16 
1 
1 
1 
6 
6 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 

14 
4 

16 
1 
2 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

8 
4 
4 
13 
4 
1 
3 
6 
1 
6 
1 
9 
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ISorATC 


SCHEDULE  No.  9.— (Continued.) 


flUBJXCTS  OF  8TUDT. 


MeohanicB, 


Mensaration^ 


Natural  Philoiophy^. 


Naiigati(»i) 


Optics, 


Fenpectiye, 


Surreybig] 


BOOKS  USED. 


Parker^ 

Robinson, 

Tredgold, ....... 

Bonnycastlci  •  •  •  • 

Davies, 

Dairies^  L^endre, 

Day,.. 

Ostrander,  ...... 

Scribner,.  •,••.•. 

Whitlock, 

Arnott.  ..••.•••. 

Bird, 

Blake, 

Comstock, 

Day, 

Draper, 

Enfield,. .....••. 

C»^y, 

Johnston,  ••..... 

Olmsted, 

Parker, 

Phelps,  ..••.•••, 

Robinson, 

Swift, .......... 

Bowditch,  •.'•••• 

Davies,  .•••••••• 

Day,... 

Comstock, 

Day, 

Enfield, 

Johnston, 

Olmsted,.  ....••. 

Parker,  ..••...;. 

Robinson,  .•.•••. 

Silliman, •. 

Armstronfic*.  •  •  •  •  • 

Chapma?.' 

Coe, ....••...•• 

Davies, .  • • . 

Whitlock, 

Davies, 

Day, 

Flint, 

Oummerc;  ••.... 


No.  of 

▲•ademiei. 

3 
1 
1 
1 

29 
6 
5 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
2 

79 
1 
5 
1 
1 
3 

59 

27 
2 
5 
9 
1 

11 
4 
8 
1 
1 
I 

11 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

80 
2 

20 

1» 


No.  113.] 


17f 


^^^H 


No.  9. — (CORTIHUB).) 


SUBJECTS   OF  STUDY. 


Saryeying, . 
Technolqgj, 


Tngonometry, 


BOOKS  USED 


Whitlock, 

Bigelow,.  •  •  • •  •  • 

HazeUi  •  •  • • 

Potter, 

Davies  k  Davies'  Legendre, 

Day, 

Flint, 

Gummere, 

Pierce, .,. ,« 

Simson, •'••••• 

Thomson, ••••.••• 

Whitlock, 

Young, ••••••••• 


3.    ANCIENT  LANGUAGES. 


No.  of 
Aeademi«f. 

1 

7 
1 
2 
72 
7 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Greek  Langaage,  Grammar,. 


Ghrecian  Antiquities, 


Hebrew  Language,  Grammar, 
Latin  Language,  Grammar,*  • 


Anthon,  .  •  •  •  • • « • 

Arnold, , 

Bullions,  ••••••• 

Buttman,  •••• •••• 

SF?*y' 

Fisk, , 

Goodrich, 

Eendrick, 

Euhner, 

McClintock, 

Sophocles, 

yaipy' 

Anthon, 

Eschenberg, ........... 

Cleveland, 

Potter, 

Smith, 

Oesenius, 

Nordheimer, 

Adam,  (including  the  Tari- 

ous  editions,) 

Arnold, ... 

Anthon, 

Andrews  &,  Stoddard,  .... 

Bullions, 

Goodrich, 

Hall, 

Euhner, 


19 
4 

86 
3 
2 
4 

12 
7 
6 
6 

19 
1 

10 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 

16 
4 
6 
86 
69 
1 
1 
1 
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\SmAm 


"So.  9.— (Cowrnreito.) 


i  ^       »-, 


iM 


1^ 


StTBJECTS  OF  BTUDT. 


Latin  Language,  Grammar,. 


Roman  Ahtiquiti€8j 


tlTtholdgj, 


BOOKS  vniD, 


McClintock, 
ScbmitZy  .'•  • 
Zampt,  •  •  •  • 

AcLuDi  •••• 

Anthdn,  ..• 
Dillaway, .. 
Esclienbergi 
Smith...... 

Antbon,  .  •  • 
Dwight,  • . . 
Keigbtley,  • 
Lempriere, . 
Robbins, .  •  • 
Tooke,  .... 


4   MODERN  LANGUAGES. 


French  Langtiagt,  Grammar,. 


German  Language,  Grammar, 


Italian  Language,  Ghrammar,. 


^Spanish*  Language^  Ghrammar, 


Fowle, 

Jewett, • 

Levizac, • 

Longfellow,  •  • . . 

Manesca, 

Noel  &  Chapsal, 

OUendorf, 

Perrin,  ...•.••• 

Pinney, 

Rous, • . .  • 

Sparks,  •••••... 
Wanostrocht, . . . 

Adier, 

FoUen, 

Ollendorf,  .  •  •  •  • 

Cubi, 

Foresti, 

Graglia,  .•••..• 
Ollendorf,  ••••• 
Robello,  .••...• 

Cubi, 

Ollendorf,  ..••• 


Fo*  of 
Aefedenif 

8 
1 

2 
9 
6 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 


1 

1 

65 
1 
6 
6 

71 
3 

12 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 

22 
1 
1 
7 
4 
1 
2 
8 
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SCHEDULE  No.  9.— (Cohtisiubd.) 
6.   NATURAL  SOIENOfi. 


SUBJECTS   OF  STUDY. 


Anatomy) 
Botanj).  • 


Cheinii^] 


Chemistry.  (Agricultural), . ,  • 


Geology, 


Hygiene,  ..• 

Meteorology, 


BOOKS  USED. 


Cutter, , , . , 

Smith, 

Beck, 

Comstock, ; 

Eaton,.. 

Gray, 

Lincoln, 

Phelps, 

Ruschenberger,  .  •  • 

Wood, ...: 

Wright, 

Beck, 

Comstock, 

Davies, •  •  • .  • 

Draper,  •••••••••• 

Fownes, •  • « • 

Gray, 

Johnston, 

Jones,  .•••••••••• 

Kane,  •  •  •  • 

Liebig, « « 

Phelps,  •.•••••••• 

Reid  &,  Bain,  •  •  • .  • 
Silliman,.  •••••••• 

Turner, • 

Eaton,  •  •  • 

Gray, 

James  F.  Johnston, 

Agassiz, .  •  • 

Bakewell,  •  • 

Comstock, 

Hitchcock, 

Lee, •• 

Lyell, 

Mather,.  ••• 

Page, 

Phelps, 

Ruschenbeiger,  .  •  • 

Smith,  (J.  Pye,)  .. 

Cutter, •  • .  • 

Brocklesby,  •«•••• 


No.  of 
jLeailamiet.. 

48 

1 

3 

1 

6 

3 
73 

7 

1 
40 

1 

4 
66 

1 
25 

1 
33 

8 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 
4 
1 
4 
1 
1 
7 
43 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
6 
1 
3 
2 
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[Sbtah 


SCHEDULE  Ko.  9.— (CoHTtBUED.) 


SUBnOCTS  OF  8TUDT. 


Ifineralogj] 


Natural  Historji. 


Physiology,. 


•Zoology, 


BOOKS  178SD. 


T 


Ro.  of 


Cleyeland,  • .  •  ♦ 

Comstock,  .  •  •  • •  •  •  • 

Dana, • 

Hitchcock,  .••••.••..... 

Lee,  •  • • 

Ackerman, ••••••. 

Bigland, .  •  • « • 

Comstock,  •••• 

Frost's  Class  B'k  of  Nature, 

Goldsmith, . .  •  •  •  ^ •  • 

Good's  Book  of  Nature,. . 

Goodrich, 

Parley, •  • . 

Smellie,  .••.•••••.•••.. 

Smith, 

Chambers,  • .  • ,  • 

Coates, .  •  •  •  • 

Combe,  ••••••••, 

Comstock, 

Cutter, 

Griscom, •• 

Hamilton,., « 

Jarvis, .  • .  •  • 

Lee,  •  •  • 

Magendie, , . . 

Ray> 

Miss  Taylor, •  • . 

Agassiz,  ..•• 

Chambers,  .  •  •  • 

Jaeger, 

Reese,  .••••••••••••••• 


1 

10 
6 

1 

1 

9 
1 
1 
5 
2 
2 
1 
1 

22 
1 
1 
6 
5 
5 

91 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 


6.    MORAL,  INTELLECTUAL  AND  POLITICAL  SCIENCE 
Criticism, 


Christianity,  (Evidences  of,) . 


Alison,  ... 
Eames, . . . 
Scblegel,  . 
Alexander, 
Butler,  . . . 
Flatt,  .... 
Paley,. . . . 
Storr,  .... 


2 
38 
6 
6 
6 
1 
14 
1 


•  IiWtaBtoJ  ondar  Hataial  Hiitory  in  SelMdol*  8. 


No. 
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SCHEDULE  No.  9.— (CoirrrinTisD.) 


8XTBJECTS  or  STUDY. 


Ecclesiastical  History, 
History,  .  •  •  • 


History  of  the  Umted  States, 


Law,  (Constitutional  and  Go- 
vernment,) ..••••.•••••• 


Logicj 


Natural  Theology, 


BOOKS  USED. 

Mosheim, 

Bloss, . .  •  •  • 

Goodrich, •  •  • .  • 

Guizot,  •  •  •  • 

Lyman,  ••••••• 

Magnall, 

Markham, 

Parley, 

Perkins,  .  •  •  •  • •  • 

Robbins, •  •  •  •  • 

ivoiun,  ••••••••     «••••• 

Russell, •  •  •  • 

Taylor,.... 

Tyson, • 

Tytler, 

Whelpley, ♦ 

Willard, 

Wilson,  .•••...•••.•.•• 

Worcester, 

Bazeley, , 

Frost, 

Goodrich, 

Grimdiaw, 

Guernsey, ...••.... 

Hale, 

0W> 

Farley,  ••..... 

Snowden,  • 

Willard, 

Willson,  .•.....•.•.•... 

Mansfield, •  • .  • . 

ShurtleflF, 

Story, 

Sullivan, 

Tocqueville, • 

Wilson,. • 

Young,  • • . . 

Hedge, • 

Tappan, , 

Whately, 

Butler, 

Fergus, , •••.••.... 

Paley, 


No.  of 
Academiei. 

1 

7 

11 
1 
2 
2 
1 

17 
1 

52 
3 
2 
6 
2 
7 
4 

16 
3 

11 
1 
1 

20 
1 
7 

15 
2 
6 
1 

21 

31 

I 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 

11 

26 
4 

14 
5 
1 

17 
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[Serats 


SCHEDULE  No.  9.— (CoirrnnTCD.) 


SUBIECTS  OF  8TUDT. 


Philosophy,  (Intellectual,)  • . 


Philosophy,  (Moral, 


Political  Economy, 


Psychology, 
Rhetoric,.  •• 


Teaching,  (Principles  of,) .  •  • 


Theology, . . . 
Phonography, 
Phrenol(^,  . 


BOOKS  USED. 


Abercrombic, 

Brown«  •••••••••< 

Locke, , 

Mahan,  •  •  • 

Pearl, , 

Schmucker, 

Stewart,  .••••••.. 

Upham, , 

Watts, , 

Abercrombie, .  •  •  • , 

Barnes,.' 

Boyd, 

Dimond, 

Paley, J.. 

Stewart,  •••.••••, 

Watts, 

Wayland, 

Whewell, 

Potter,  . .  •  • ( 

Say,^ 

Wayland, , 

Couffln,  •  •  •  • ( 

Marsh, •  • . , 

Blair, 

Boyd, 

Campbell, 

Jamieson,  •••.•••< 
Newman,  ••••.•• 

Parker, •'  • 

Whately, 

Abbot, •  •  • 

Hall, , 

P?ge, -•. 

Rich...... 

Finney, 

Andrews  &  Boyle,, 

Combe, 

tSOBBaSSfSSSSSSSSSSSSm 


No.  of 

48 

s 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3 
37 
29 

5 

1 

6 

1 

9 

1 

5 
60 

1 
1 

3 
9 

1 
1 

29 
28 
1 
3 
35 
6 
6 
2 
1 
7 
1 
1 
4 
1 


N.  B.  Mr.  Thomson,  author  of  an  Arithmetic^  Editor  of  Day's 
Algebra,  and  author  of  Tarious  mathematical  works,  repreaents  that 
his  name  is  frequently  mi^It  in  the  Annual  Report  I  have  hence 
been  induced  to  notice  more  particularly  the  reports  of  acadenues, 
and  find  that  at  least  one  half  return  his  name  incorrectly  T^mryfton. 

In  Weatfield  Ateademy,  there  is  no  instruction  in  Fraich,  hence 
totals  24  and  133. 


SCHEDULE  No.  10, 

Containing  extracts  from  the  remarks  submitted  by  the  trustees  or 
teachers  of  Academies^  in  their  reports  to  the  Regents  of  the  Uni- 
versity^  for  the  year  1849,  on  the  peculiar  modes  of  instruction 
adopted  by  them^  and  on  other  special  matters  relative  to  educa- 
tion. 


[NoTK. — *^  The  Reg^entt,  in  this  and  in  former  reports,  in  presenting:  these  general 
and  sometimes  specalative  views  of  education,  as  well  as  occasionally  criticisms  or 
commendations  of  elementary  books  or  of  modes  of  instruction,  do  not  assume  or 
assert  as  their  own,  the  opinions  expressed  in  the  rarious  returns  selected  for  publi- 
cation. These  are  given  as  the  views  of  enlightened  and  experienced  persons  em- 
ployed in  actual  instruction,  which  even  if  in  some  degree  inaccurate,  must  have  a 
share  of  utility  in  inviting  the  attention  of  those  engaged  in  the  same  pursuits,  to 
the  consideration  of  topics  important  to  the  best  interests  of  society,  but  which,  if 
correct,  are  of  the  highest  and  most  direct  utility,  in  diffusing  valuable  information 
amongst  those  who,  being  practically  employed  in  the  business  of  instruction,  may 
make  an  immediate  and  beneficial  application  of  the  Icnowledge  thus  communi- 
cated."—iJxtroct/roni  Regents^  Report  pf  1841.] 


Cana>t)Aigua  Academy. — Resignation  of  Mr.  Henry  Howe,  after 
twenty-one  years'  service  as  Principal. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Canandaigua  Academy — Gentlemen :  During 
the  last  year,  a  declining  state  of  health  has  often  reminded  me  that 
I  might  soon  be  unable  to  sustain  the  cares  and  responsibilities 
devolving  on  the  Principal  of  the  Institution  under  your  care.  On 
your  invitation  I  came  here,  a  stranger,  twenty-one  years  since;  and 
amidst  my  labors  and  anxieties  as  a  teacher,  I  have  received,  during 
this  time,  your  unwavering  confidence  and  continued  support.  For 
your  kindness  and  confidence  you  have  my  most  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments. Under  your  wise  supervision,  and  aided  by  experienced  and 
skilful  associates,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Canandaigua 
Academy  sustain  a  respectable  rank  among  sister  institutions,  and 
enjoy  a  uniformly  extended  and  liberal  patronage. 

Tliebc  years  have  produced  great  changes.  Only  five  members  of 
your  board  who  invited  me  here,  remain  in  this  place.     One  half  of 
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jour  number  I  hare  followed  to  the  grave.  Thaddeus  Chapin,  Israel 
Chapin,  William  A.  Williams,  Jasper  Parrish,  Moses  Atwater  and 
Walter  Hubbell,  will  be  long  remembered  as  pioneers  in  laying  the 
foundations  of  the  social,  civil  and  religious  institutions  of  Western 
New- York*  Their  names  will  be  mentioned  with  those  of  Oliver 
Phelps  and  Nathaniel  Gorham,  whose  enterprise  first  explored  this 
country,  and  whose  liberality  founded  its  oldest  literary  institution, — 
Canandaigua  Academy. 

Under  your  fostering  care;  with  buildings  which  in  respect  to 
comfort,  convenience  and  situation  are  unsurpassed ;  with  choice 
apparatus  and  valuable  calnnets ;  surrounded  by  a  community  highly 
intelligent,  public  spirited  and  of  elevated  moral  worth,  and  taught 
by  such  teachers  as  may  remain  and  by  those  whom  you  may  select 
to  supply  the  vacancies  occurring, — Canandaigua  Academy  is,  I  trust, 
destined  to  a  long  course  of  usefulness  and  increasing  prosperity. 

Of  the  sympathy  and  of  all  the  acts  of  kindness  shown  me  and 
mine,  itt  times  of  oft-repeated  and  afflicting  bereavement,  by  your- 
selves, by  your  families  and  by  numerous  others  in  this  community, 
I  shall  ever  retain  a  most  lively  remembrance. 

I  hereby  respectfully  tender  the  resignation  of  the  office  of  Princi- 
pal of  Canandaigua  Academy,  the  same  to  take  effect  on  the  20ih 
day  of  March  next. 

With  high  regard  for  you  individually,  I  am  gentlemen,  your 
friend, 

HENRY  HOWE. 

Canandaigua  Jlcaiemy^  February  10, 1849. 

Reply  of  the  Trustees. 

Cahaivdaioua,  Jlpril  3(1, 1849. 

To  Mr.  HnvBT  Hows,  Dear  Sir :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the 
10th  February,  1849,  we  herewith  communicate  to  you  the  resolie 
tioDS  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  this  Board  on  this  3d  day  of  AprU, 
1849. 

We  take  this  q)portunity  also  to  reciprocate  the  expres^ons  of 
respect  and  good  will  addressed  to  us  in  your  letter.  Our  intercourse 
wiUi  you,  both  personal  and  official,  has  been  such  as  could  not  fail 
to  be  pleasant  to  us  and  honorable  to  you.  When  you  retire  from 
the  arduous  duties  you  have  so  long  faithfully  performed,  you  will 
carry  with  you  into  more  private  life  not  only  our  individual  regards, 
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bat  tiie  reward  of  pablic  confidence  and  esteem ;  and  wt  hope  jtm 
will  regain,  in  a  continued  residence  among  us,  the  health  and  tran- 
quility which  your  past  exertiims  will  make  at  once  the  more  merited 
and  more  grateful 

Respectfully  and  cordidly  your  friends, 

OLIVER  PHELPS, 
NAT.  W.  HOWELL, 
THOMAS  REALS, 
F.  GRANGER, 
J.  WILLSON, 
CHA'S  SEYMOUR, 
THADDEUS  CHAPm, 
O.  £  DAGGETT, 
N.  GORHAM. 

Resolutions. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  Canandaigua  Academy,  held 
April  3d,  1849,  a  communication  having  been  received  from  Mr. 
Henry  Howe,  the  Principal  of  the  Academy,  tendering  to  this  board 
his  resignation  of  that  office  from  the  20th  March,  1849,  on  account 
of  his  impaired  health  and  the  length  of  time  in  which  he  has  borne 
its  labors  and  anxieties : — 

Resolved,  That  while  we  regret  the  occasion  which  leads  him  to 
propose  this  change,  we  cannot  but  appreciate  his  motives,  and  we 
accordingly  accept  his  resignation. 

Resolved,  That  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  Institution  during 
the  twenty-one  years  in  which  he  has  presided  over  it,  afford  a  satis- 
ftictory  testimony  to  the  fidelity  with  which  he  has  discharged  Ids 
trust. 

Resolved,  niat  as  trustees  of  the  Academy,  we  hold  ia  high  eji- 
teem  the  energy,  prudence  and  liberality,  wUch  have  churacterised 
him  in  the  office  of  teacher,  and  in  the  chuge  of  the  pupils  received 
into  his  family. 

Resolved,  That  our  official  connection  with  him  in  cooductiiig  the 
a&irs  of  the  Institution,  and  our  interoonrse  as  fellow  citicens  and 
friends,  have  given  us  most  favorable  impresaona  of  his  capacity  and 
worth  as  an  instructor  and  a  man. 

Resolved,  That  in  accordance  as  we  believe  with  tibe  sentiments  of 
this  community,  we  cordially  express  to  him  our  best  wishes  for  hii 
liitare  health  and  faappiMss,  and  our  satisfoctioB  in  kAOwing  that 
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when  DO  longer  connected  with  the  Academy,  he  will  still  muke  this 
place,  where  he  has  resided  and  taught  for  so  many  years,  ids  home. 

That  these  resolutions  be  communicated  to  Mr.  HowCi  and  a  copy 
of  them  entered  on  the  minutes  of  this  meeting. 

OLIVER  PHELPS,  President. 

Thomas  Bcals,  Secretary. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  trustees,  Mr.  Howe  was  unani- 
mously elected  a  trustee  <^  Canandaigua  Academy. 

D£AF  AND  Dumb  Institution,  New- York. — ^The  number  of  pupils 
embraced  in  the  foregoing  returns  is  two  hundred  and  twenty-two. 
At  the  cjose  of  the  academic  year,  forty-two  left  the  Institution,  and 
forty-four  have  since  been  admitted,  making  the  whole  number  who 
have  been  under  instruction  during  the  year,  two  hundred  and  axty- 
four. 

Of  the  present  number  of  pupils  whose  names  are  recorded  above, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  are  males,  and  ninety-five  are  females ; 
of  whom  one  hundred  and  sixty  are  supported  by  the  State,  sixteen 
by  the  corporation  of  New- York,  seven  by  the  State  of  New-Jersey, 
twenty-seven,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  their  friends,  and  the  remain- 
der, ten,  are  provided  for  by  the  Institution. 

The  general  health  of  the  establishment  does  not  form  an  excep- 
tion to  that  of  former  years.  There  have  been  but  two  deaths  during 
the  year ;  one  from  measles,  of  which  there  were,  in  the  month  of 
April,  from  forty  to  fifty  cases ;  the  other,  that  of  a  lad  of  seventeen, 
of  a  delicate  constitution,  nervous  temperament  and  deformed  figure, 
who  fell  a  victim  to  consumption. 

In  this  connection,  the  Board  cannot  forbear  to  notice  the  remark- 
able exemption  from  the  attacks  of  the  Asiatic  Cholera,  enjoyed  by 
the  members  of  the  Institution,  while  hundreds,  in  its  immediate  vi- 
cinity, were  stricken  down  by  the  disease  on  the  right  hand  and  on 
the  left.  This  is  the  third  time  the  epidemic  has  vi»ted  our  city,  but 
in  neither  instance  has  the  plague  been  suffered  to  come  near  our 
dwelling.  Such  repeated  instances  of  God's  providential  interposi- 
tion, in  behalf  of  the  objects  of  our  charge,  should  awaken  emotions 
of  gratitude,  and  be  recorded  to  the  praise  of  his  goodness* 

In  the  departments  of  domestic  economy  and  government,  there 
has  been  no  change  which  requires  specific  mention.  The  same  pro* 
vision  exists  for  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  pupils,  and  the  same 
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attention  and  care  for  the  preservation  of  their  health,  and  for  the 
formation  of  correct  habits. 

Instruction  has  been  imparted  as  heretofore  to  all  the  male  pupils, 
in  some  branch  of  the  mechanic  arts.  In  an  institution  for  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  the-  mechanical  educatioQ  of  the  pupils  is  of  very  high 
importance.  Necessitated,  as,  from  the  nature  of  things,  most  of 
them  must  be,  to  depend  upon  the  labor  of  their  hands  for  subsist- 
ence, we  should  but  half  discharge  our  duty  toward  them,  should  we 
suffer  them  to  leave  us  without  some  species  of  knowledge  which 
could  be  turned,  in  this  way,  to  immediate  account. 

Another  volume  has  been  added  to  the  "  Course  of  Instruction," 
prepared  with  special  reference  to  the  wants  of  the  deaf  and  dumb. 
Including  the  Scripture  Lessons,  this  course  now  embraces  four 
volumes,  and,  as  it  respects  the  vocabulary,  the  syntactical  arrange- 
ment, and  the  idioms  of  the  language,  is  believed  to  be  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  acquire,  under  the  guidance  of  an  intelligent  instruc- 
tor, a  simple,  yet  correct  style  of  expression.  These  works  are  all 
that  will  be  required  to  teach  the  elements  of  connected  discourse  ; 
it  is  intended  to  add  others  to  aid  the  pupil  in  his  independent  efforts 
to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  facts,  through  the  medium  of  alphabetic 
language,  and  also  to  improve  and  elevate  his  style  of  writing. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  which  has  often  been  made,  "  How  do 
you  begin  to  teach  your  pupils  language  V^  the  Board  have  thought 
it  might  not  be  amiss  to  illustrate  very  briefly  some  of  the  first  pro- 
cesses,and  to  point  out  the  uses  of  the  principal  instrument  employed 
in  their  instruction. 

When  first  brought  into  the  school-room,  our  pupils,  with  a  view 
to  establish  a  medium  of  communication  between  them  and  their 
teacher,  and  to  ascertain  their  knowledge  of  things,  are  shown  some 
moveable  objects,  and  questioned  concerning  their  uses.  A  book, 
for  instance,  is  presented  to  them,  and  they  are  asked  what  it  is  for  ? 
They  answer  by  a  look  of  wonder.  The  inquiry  is  then  varied,  and 
the  more  ludicrous  and  absurd  the  questions  the  better,  inasmuch  as 
by  this  means  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that  they  catch  the  object 
of  the  inquiry.  If  they  seize  the  idea,  bringing  the  hands  tog^her, 
spread  out  with  the  palms  upwards  to  represent  an  open  book,  they 
indicate  its  use  by  running  the  eyes  from  one  side  to  the  other,  as  if 
in  the  act  of  readitig.  A  key  is  represented  by  the  act  of  turning 
the  hand  in  imitation  of  locking  or  unlocking  a  door ;  a  pen,  by 
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writmg ;  a  watch,  by  putting  it  to  the  ear,  or  by  imitating  the  moye- 
ments  of  the  hands  over  the  dial.  When  they  have  once  got  the 
clue  to  the  meaning,  they  will  go  on  and  represent  every  object  tiiat 
may  be  pointed  out  to  them,  and  will  vie  with  each  other  in  giving  its 
characteristics  and  uses. 

The  next  step  is  to  write  upon  one  of  the  large  slates  the  names  of 
an  object.  The  pupils  have  no  conception  of  its  meaning.  A  pupil, 
as  the  case  may  be,  is  called  in  from  another  class ;  the  teacher  points 
to  the  name,  the  pupil  points  to  the  object.  Other  names  are  then 
written  down,  and  the  objects  respectively  pointed  out.  In  this  way, 
they  obtain  the  idea,  for  the  first  time,  that  the  three  or  four  crooked 
marks  addressed  to  the  eye  is  the  representative  of  the  tfamg  before 
them. 

They  are  then  taught  the  manual  alphabet,  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  written  and  printed  character,  and  to  form  letters  with  a 
pen.  They  are  next  taught  in  succession,  the  names  of  objects, 
qualities  and  actions,  which  are  subsequently  embodied  in  phrases  to 
illustrate  their  meaning  and  use.  These  elements  of  connected  dis- 
course, as  they  are  successively  taught,  are  committed  to  memory, 
usually  by  means  of  the  manual  alphabet,  which  is  nothing  more 
than  a  mode  of  mdicating  the  written  characters  by  different  positions 
of  the  fingers. 

The  principal  instrument  used  in  the  instruction  of  the  deaf  and 
dumb  is  the  language  of  motion  and  expression.  It  will  not  be  con- 
sistent with  the  limits  of  this  paper  to  give  an  expoation  of  its  ele- 
ments, but  we  will  endeavor  to  state,  as  clearly  as  we  can,  its  prcmu- 
nent  uses  in  our  system  ci  instruction. 

Notwithstanding  very  considerable  diversities  on  minor  points  of 
theory  and  practice,  the  schools  in  France,  Italy  and  the  United 
States  are  usually  classed  together,  as  following  the  system  of  De 
PEpee  and  Sicard,  at  least  so  far  as  respects  their  employment  of  an 
expanded  and  improved  dialect  of  gestures  as  the  principal  means  of 
instruction  in  written  language,  and  during  the  first  few  years  at  least, 
in  other  branches  of  knowledge. 

The  great  end  of  instruction  with  us,  is  that  full  development  and 
cultivation  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  powers,  that  growth  of  the 
understanding  and  the  soul,  that  shall  prepare  the  deaf  and  dumb  for 
usefulness  and  happiness  in  thia  life^  and  open  to  them  the  promiset 
and  coniolations  of  reli^on.    To  defer  the  reUgiooa  wd  SBoiai  in* 
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structioa  of  our  pupih)  ti]I  that  instractioQ  can  be,  to  an  extent,  com- 
prekended  if  given  in  words  alone,  would,  in  some  cases,  be  to  port- 
pone  it  forever,  and  in  most  eases  to  defer  it  to  a  late  period  of  the 
course ;  and  then  the  lessons,  cold  and  lifeless,  in  comparison  with 
those  we  give  in  signs,  may  indeed  be  retained  in  the  memory,  but 
will  make  but  a  feeble  impression  on  the  heart  This  consideration 
alone  would  decide  us  to  employ  the  language  of  signs,  even  were  it 
true  that  the  use  of  this  language  retards  the  acquisition  of  written 
language.  Philosophy  and  experience,  on  the  contrary,  both  go  to 
show  that  the  reverse  of  this  is  the  case,  and  that  our  pupils  learn 
more  rapidly  than  in  schools  where  the  use  of  the  language  of  signs 
is  most  restricted. 

h  There  are  but  two  species  of  language  that  can  become  vernacular 
to  man ;  we  mean,  that  children  will  learn  instinctively  and  spon- 
taneously, by  the  mere  faculty  of  imitation  and  the  sympathy  of  mind 
with  mind ;  a  language  of  articulate  tones  on  the  one  hand,  and  a 
language  of  gestures  and  expressions  of  the  cojantenance  on  the 
other.  Though  the  superior  convenience  of  speech,  for  those  who 
hear,  has  caused  it  to  become,  from  time  immemorial,  the  great  in* 
strument  of  human  thought  and  of  the  commerce  of  mind  with 
mind,  still,  it  is  undeniable  that,  in  its  first  elements,  the  language  of 
gestures  is  the  most  natural  and  intelligible.  Nor  is  it  less  capable 
of  expression  and  cultivation.  In  its  cultivated  form  it  is,  indeed, 
hardly  more  intelligible  to  strangers  than  a  foreign  spoken  language  / 
still  we  know  by  daily  experience,  that  children,  whether  deaf  or  not, 
brought  up  among  person's  who  use  such  an  improved  dialect  of  ges- 
tures, learn  it  with  the  same  ease  with  which  children  who  hear  learn 
their  mother  tongue ;  while  no  instance  is  known  in  which  a  language 
of  words,  whether  written,  spelled  on  the  fingers,  or  read  in  the 
movements  of  the  lips,  has  been  acquired,  by  a  deafmute  from  birth| 
without  long  and  laborious  instruction. 

Hence  we  hold,  that  our  language  of  words  can  fully  reach  the 
soul  only  through  the  medium  of  the  auditory  nerve,  and  that  when 
this  passage  is  elosed,  before  such  a  language  has  been  acquired,  the 
visible  repres^tatives  of  words,  even  the  motions  of  the  vocal  organs 
which  produce  them,  can  never  possess  for  the  deafmute  that  life  and 
nnctton  which,  for  us,  they  borrow  from  our  recollections  of  the 
intonations  of  the  living  voice.  A  language  that  most  be  thus  arti- 
ficially constructed,  composed  of  a  bewildering  mass  of  eharacters,  to 
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the  pupils  as  arbinraiy  as  the  Chinese,  is  ill  adapted  to  communicate 
the  Promethean  fire  from  mind  to  mind,  or  to  favor  free  and  rapid 
interchange  of  thought.  If  a  deafmute,  therefore,  in  the  earUer 
period  of  his  instruction,  be  restricted  to  the  use  of  words,  in  what* 
ever  form  words  may  be  presented  to  him,  the  free  development  of 
his  mental  faculties  "will  be  impeded.  He  may,  in  time,  come  to  use 
simple  language  correctly  in  the  ordinary  occasions  of  life ;  but  the 
free  and  intimate  communion  of  thought  and  feeling,  and  the  equal 
and  unrestricted  competition  of  mind  with  mind,  which  stimulate  the 
mental  activity,  and  develope  the  faculties  of  children  conversing  in 
their  own  vernacular,  whether  of  speech,  or  gestures,  will  be  lost  to 
him. 

Now  in  this  statement  of  the  case,  we  can  hardly  hesitate  to  decide 
that  if,  by  use  of  the  language  of  signs  in  our  school,  the  faculties 
of  our  pupils  are  much  earlier  awakened,  and  much  more  rapidly 
developed^  then  this  use  will  favor  their  more  rapid  acquisition  of  our 
written  language  5  for  surely  the  best  developed  and  most  active 
minds,  other  things  being  equal,  will  make  the  most  rapid  progress  m 
every  difficult  study. 

But  we  derive  from  our  language  of  signs  another  advantage) 
hardly  less  important,  the  ability  to  explain  clearly  to  the  pupil  the 
meaning  of  words  not  expressing  sensible  things ;  such  adjectives, 
for  instance,  as  kind^  cruel^  vnse,  ignorant^  brave,  timid  ;  such  verbs 
''as  know  J  understand,  respect,  forget,  reward,  punish,  etc.,  can  be 
clearly  explained  to  pupils  of  only  a  few  months'  standing.  Nor  is 
it  to  be  forgotten  that  by  means  of  a  regular  system  of  grammatical 
signs  which,  being  founded  upon  analogy,  are  readily  understood  and 
easily  remembe.ed  by  deafmutes,  we  can  make  them  sensible  of  the 
difference  of  construction  required  by  different  parts  of  speech ;  for 
instance,  that  fear  and  looe,  as  verbs,  have  one  construction,  and 
afraid  and  fond,  as  adjectives,  have  a  different  construction.  Similar 
means  are  used,  at  a  somewhat  later  period,  to  explain  the  construc- 
tion of  the  abstract  noim. 

We  can  hardly  be  said  to  teach  our  pupils  signs,  except  gram- 
matical signs  just  mentioned.  They  teach  themselves,  and,  in  fact, 
were  originally  the  masters  of  this  mode  of  communication.  Still 
we  aid  them  in  their  constant  ^orts  to  improve  and  develope  this 
their  favorite  language,  which,  transmitted  from  one  generation  of 
pupils  to  another,  is  constantly  becoming  more  graceful,  clear,  and 
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precise.  As  it  now  exists  in  our  institutions,  it  is  fully  capable  of 
expressing  with  accuracy,  though  as  yet,  in  many  cases,  with  circum- 
locution, every  shade  of  thought  and  of  feeling;  of  not  merely 
recalling  sensible  objects,  and  familiar  incidents,  but  of  leading  the 
pupils  through  all  the  realms  of  nature  and  art,  through  the  success 
sive  stages  of  human  progress  from  remote  ages,  and  of  conducting 
his  untried  steps  into  the  wide  domain  of  the  intellectual  and  moral 
world. 

The  development  of  their  colloquial  dialect  of  gestures,  which  has 
been  explained,  is  sufficient  to  account  for  the  early  and  rapid  pro- 
gress of  our  pupils  in  general  knowledge;  and  the  great  advantage 
of  this  is  eminently  illustrated  by  some  of  our  former  pupils  who, 
having  been  removed  from  our  care  before  they  acquired  sufficient 
knowledge  of  written  language  to  converse,  except  in  a  mixed  dialect 
of  signs  and  words  intelligible  to  their  acquaintances,  are  still  de- 
cidedly intelligent,  fully  aware  of  their  rights  and  duties  as  dtizens, 
as  Christians,  and  as  heads  of  femilies,  and  are,  in  short,  respectable 
and  useful  members  of  society. 

The  progress  of  our  pupils  in  written  language,  though  due,  in  no 
small  measure,  to  the  improvement  of  their  own  language  of  signs, 
enabling  us  readily  to  explain  a  given  word  by  means  of  a  simple  and 
familiar  sign,  and  explain  and  impress  on  the  memory  the  laws  of 
construction,  is  yet  to  be  ascribed,  in  at  least  equal  measure,  to  the 
system  with  which  the  difficulties  of  language  are  graduated  and  pre- 
sented, so  as  to  lead  the  pupil  by  successive  steps  from  the  easy  and 
^ple  to  the  difficult  and  complex;  from  general  laws  to  idioms; 
from  sensible  qualities,  relations,  and  actions  to  intellectual  and  moraL 
By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

HARVEY  P.  PEET,  Pr€sidenf. 

New-York  Free  Academy. — Extractgfrom  tiie^^hmual  Report. — 
The  Board  of  Education  of  the  city  and  eounty  of  New-York,  re- 
spectfully present  to  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of 
New-York,  their  first  annual  report  of  the  q>erations  and  condition 
of  the  Free  Academy,  in  pursuance  of  theproviaonsof  the  act  passed 
May  7th,  1847,  authorising  said  Board  to  establish  a  free  Academy 
in  said  city. 

Section  thirteen  of  the  act  rendered  it  necessary  that  the  question, 
whether  such  Academy  should  be  established,  should  be  submitted  to 
the  people  at  the  school  election  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of 
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June  in  the  same  year.  The  result  of  the  vote  was  199404  in  favor 
of  establishing  the  Free  Academyi  to  3,409  against  it.  Measures 
were,  thereupon,  immediately  taken  by  the  Board  of  Education,  to 
carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  act.  A  site  was  purchased, 
and  contracts  made  for  the  erection  of  a  building.  This  was  com- 
pleted so  as  to  be  ready  for  occupation  in  January,  1849. 

The  site,  on  the  corner  of  Lexington  avenue  and  23d  street,  was 
purchased  at  a  cost  of  $25,000.  The  building  has  been  erected  for 
the  sum  of  $48,000.  For  fixtures  and  furniture,  services  of  archi- 
tect,  &c.,  the  sum  of  $11,789.91  has  been  expended.  For  text 
books  and  supplies,  at  the  organization  of  the  institution,  $2,422.70. 
And  there  has  been  expended  since  that  period,  and  up  to  the  pre- 
sent date,  for  library  books,  $369.49,  and  for  philosophical  appara- 
tus, $2,467.61.  Making  the  total  expenditure  thus  far,  for  all  ob« 
jects,  exclusive  of  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  institution, 
190,049.71. 

These  sums  have  been  raised  by  taxation  of  the  real  and  personal 
property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  New- York. 

The  first  section  of  the  act  limits  the  privileges  of  education  fur- 
nished by  the  Free  Academy  to  ^'  persons  who  have  been  pupils  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  city  and  county  of  New- York.'*  The 
following  rules  were  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Education,  regulating 
the  admission  of  students: 

1.  There  shall  be  semi-annual  examinations  for  the  admission  of 
students,  and  the  first  examination  will  commence  on  the  15th  day 
of  January,  1849. 

2.  No  person  shall  be  examined  at  the  first  examination,  who  has 
not  been  a  pupil  in  the  common  school  for  the  period  of  nine  months, 
nor  at  aby  subsequent  one,  unless  he  has  been  such  pupil  at  least  one 
year. 

3.  No  person  shall  be  entitled  to  admission  unless  he  shall  pass  a 
good  examination  in 

Spelling, 
Reading, 
Writing, 

English  Grammar, 
Geography, 

In  all  the  Rules  of  Arithmetic,  and 
In  the  History  of  the  United  States. 
An  additional  rule  was  adopted  May  16th,  1849,  prescribing  a 
limit  of  age.  ^ 

4.  No  person  of  less  than  twelve  years  of  age,  shall  be  entitled  to 
admission. 
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Two  examinations  for  admission  have  taken  place  since  the  open- 
ing of  the  Institution,  each  occupying  about  two  weeks;  the  one 
commencing  January  15th,  and  the  other  July  12th,  1849.  These 
examinations  are  conducted  Tery  rigidly,  and  with  such  precautions 
as  seem  to  insure  perfect  impartiality. 

At  the  first  examination,  272  candidates  from  the  public  and  ward 
schools  were  examined;  of  whom  143  were  admitted,  as  haying 
passed  a  good  examination  in  the  subjects  designated.  At  the  second 
examination,  136  were  examined;  of  whom  59  were  admitted.  The 
next  examination  for  admission  will  commence  on  the  4th  of  Febru* 
ary  proximo. 

The  entire  course  of  instruction  to  be  pursued  in  the  Free  Academy 
has  not  yet  been  defined.  The  plan  will  be  matured  hereafter,  when 
the  educational  wants  of  the  pupils  shall  have  been  fully  ascertained, 
and  when  experience  shall  have  demonstrated  how  rapidly  pupils, 
trained  in  the  common  schools,  and  commencing  a  thorough  course 
of  superior  education  from  the  highest  grade  of  attainment  reached 
in  them,  can  progress  under  a  system  that  shall  drop  the  indolent  and 
incompetent,  and  stimulate  all  to  their  best  exertions. 

The  table  given  below  in  this  report  exhibits  the  studies  that  have 
been  pursued  during  the  past  year.  The  daily  scheme  for  five  days 
in  the  week  embraces  three  several  recitations  for  each  student  in  the 
Mathematical  department,  in  the  Belles  Lettres  and  History  depart- 
ment, and  in  the  department  of  Languages.  Besides  the  three  reci- 
tation hours,  one  hour  each  day  is  devoted  to  Drawing  and  Pho- 
nography alternately.  The  students  assemble  at  9  A.  M.,  and  remain 
till  3  P.  M.,  with  a  half  hour's  intermission  at  12  M,  There  re- 
main, therefore,  an  hour  and  a  half  of  time  for  study  in  the  Insti- 
tution. On  Saturday,  the  students  assemble  for  Declamation,  and 
for  one  hour's  exercise  in  Drawing  or  Phonography. 

The  Academic  year  will  be  divided  into  two  terms,  the  one  com- 
mencing 1st  September,  at  the  end  of  the  principal  vacation,  and  the 
other  commencing  middle  of  February.  At  the  close  of  each  term, 
there  will  be  an  examination  of  the  classes  in  the  Institution,  in  the 
studies  they  have  been  pursuing  during  the  term;  when,  those  stu* 
dents  who  are  found  qualified,  will  be  advanced.  Those  who  are 
not  found  qualified  to  enter  upon  advanced  studies,  will  be  allowed 
to  pursue  over  again,  the  studies  of  the  term  over  which  they  have 
just  passed,  or  be  subjected  to  such  discipline  as  the  several  cases  may 
demand. 

One  examination  of  the  students  of  the  Free  Academy  has  been 
held,  at  the  close  of  the  first  term,  occupying  from  July  2d  to  July 
lOtb,  (inclusive)  1849.     At  this  examination  77  students  were  ad- 
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Tanced,  and  58,  bebg  the  remainder  of  the  class,  were  turned  back 
to  pursue  over  again  the  studies  of  the  first  term. 

The  next  examination  of  the  classes  will  commence  Januaiy,  2l8t 
instant 

Value  of  Library  and  Jlpparatus.'-^The  Board  of  Education  have 
authorised  the  sum  of  $5,500,  to  be  expended  for  chemical,  astro- 
nomical, mathematical,  and  philosophical  instruments  and  apparatus; 
and  the  sum  of  $500  for  library  books. 

The  greater  part  of  the  apparatus  has  been  ordered.    The  amounts 
that  have  been  paid  out  up  to  the  present  date,  are  specified  above  in 
this  report. 

For  philosophical  apparatus,----*--------     $2,467  61 

For  library  books, 369  49 

Jfames  and  compensation  of  Instructors, 

Horace  Webster,  LXi.  D.,  Principal,  salary  per  annum, $2,500 

Edward  C.  Ross,  LXi.  D.,  Professor  of  Mathematics  and  Na- 
tural Philosophy, 1,500 

Oerardus  B.  Docharty,  Asst.  Professor  of  Mathematics  and 

Natural  Philosophy, 800 

Theodore  Irving,  Professor  History  and  Belles  Lettres, 1,500 

John  J.  Owen,  D.  D.,  Prof,  of  Latin  and  Oieek  Languages 

and  Literature, * 1,500 

Oliver  W.  Gibbs,  M.  D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry, 800 

Paul  P.  Duggan,  Prof,  of  Drawing, 600 

Edward  C.  Marshall,  Asst  in  the  Dept  of  History  and  Belles 

Lettres, 700 

George  W.  Huntsman,  Asst,  in  do, --•        700 

Norman  A.  Beach,  Assistant,-- -•-        350 

John  Roemer,  Prof,  of  the  French  Language,  omipensation  $1  per 
hour  for  each  hour's  instruction. 

Augustus  F.  Boyle,  Instructor  in  Phonetics  and  Phonography,  com- 
pensation $1  per  hour  for  each  hour  of  instruction. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Augustus  I.  Morales,  has  been  appointed 
Professor  of  the  Spanish  Language,  and  Theodore  Glaubensklee, 
Professor  of  the  German  Language  and  Literature,  who  have  not 
yet  commenced  giving  instruction.  Their  compensation  will  be  re- 
gulated as  that  of  the  Professor  of  the  French  Language  is  adjusted, 
by  the  amount  of  service  performed. 

RioA  AcADBHT. — ^In  regard  to  the  subjects  to  which  our  attention 
is  invited  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Regents,  the  principal  would  add 
a  few  words. 

It  would  be  most  fortunate  for  us  if  the  subject  of  elementary  io- 
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strnction  obtained  its  share  of  attention  in  our  common  schools,  but 
it  is  not  a  characteristic  of  the  American  people  to  be  thorough,  and 
we  must  not  censure  too  severely  the  teacher  of  the  common  school, 
till  the  beam  is  removed  from  our  own  eye.  Students  of  all  ages 
who  come  to  us  for  instruction,  are  frequently  found  to  be  grossly 
deficient  in  the  elementary  branches.  Hence  we  are  obliged  to  spend 
as  much  time  as  is  consistent  with  other  duties,  in  imparting  instruc- 
tion in  these  branches.  We  spend  an  hour  of  each  day  with  the 
younger  portion  of  the  school,  and  one  hour  per  week  with  the  more 
advanced. 

In  spelling  we  have  found  that  many  of  our  pupils  hare  been  ac- 
customed always  to  associate  the  spelling  of  words  with  their  sound 
and  not  with  their  appearance:  hence  when  they  sit  in  silence  and  write 
words,  they  write  incorrectly,  while  they  will  spell  orally  from  one 
end  of  Webster's  Spelling  Book  to  the  other.  To  correct  this  defect, 
our  exercises  in  spelling  are  written  upon  the  slate,  as  they  are  pro- 
nounced by  the  teacher.  The  slates  are  then  exchanged  and  the 
same  words  spelled  orally,  while  each  one  marks  the  words  misspelled 
upon  the  slate  which  he  has.  Again,  each  one  is  called  upon  to 
give  the  spelling  of  the  misspelled  words  and  they  are  marked,  to  be 
taken  up  first  at  the  next  lesson.  This  brings  the  words  which  are 
most  liable  to  be  spelled  wrong,  under  their  eye  for  a  number  of 
times  and  its  true  orthography  will  be  apt  to  remain  fixed  in  the 
mind.  The  exercises  in  composition  as  described  upon  the  last  one 
or  two  pages  of  the  report  accomplish  the  same  results  quite  satis- 
factorily. 

The  suggestions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Regents,  in  respect  to 
pronunciation,  are  followed  in  this  school,  and  Webster's  late  edition 
is  the  standard. 

As  it  regards  subjects  of  study,  we  aim  at  thorough  discipline  of 
the  intellectual  powers,  and  wish  rather  to  teach  a  few  things  tho- 
roughly than  to  attempt  in  the  brief  portion  of  time  allotted  us,  to 
teach  all  the  varieties  of  subjects  which  are  sometimes  introduced  into 
the  academy.  There  are  many  things  desirable  for  the  student  to 
know,  which  it  is  not  advisable  to  introduce  ^s  subjects  of  study  in 
a  school  of  this  kind.  A  mind  well  disciplined,  is  prepared  to  learn 
them  in  their  course  of  reading  in  after  life. 

The  importance  of  physical  education  in  connection  with  mental, 
is  rarely  over  estimated. 

Our  school  rooms  are  thrown  open  during  every  intermission,  and 
our  benches  are  well  constructed. 

In  composition,  exercises  are  required  of  the  pupil  every  fortnight 
The  object  of  these  exercises,  as  stated  in  the  98th  page  of  the  In- 
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structions  of  the  Regents,  is  two  fold,  both  to  habituate  the  pupil  to 
carry  on  trains  of  thought  in  his  own  mind,  and  to  give  him  ,a  faci- 
lity of  expression. 

To  teach  haw  to  thinky  is  or  should  be  the  principal  object  of  the 
whole  course  of  discipline  in  the  school  room.  Every  mind  is  full 
of  thoughts,  and  he  who  has  these  under  perfect  control,  so  that  they 
will  go  and  come  at  his  bidding,  is  the  educated  man.  Practice  will 
accomplish  this,  and  this  practice  should  be  the  practice  of  the 
sehool.  So  the  power  of  readily  expressing  the  thoughts  is  the  re- 
sult of  habit,  and  a  habit  to  the  formation  of  which  too  little  atten- 
tion is  paid.  If  the  pupil  is  called  upon  to  write  a  composition,  it 
seems  an  enormous  task  and  one  whose  accomplishment  is  deferred 
as  long  as  possible,  for  the  reason  that  he  attempts  what  is  above  his 
own  powers,  taking  for  a  subject  sonlething  beyond  his  capacities, 
or  attempting  to  say  something  of  it  which  is  new  to  every  body. 
Hence,  this  alone  does  not  accomplish  much  towards  the  end  design- 
ed, especially  with  the  younger  portion  of  the  school. 

We  have  found  it  a  very  profitable  exercise  to  relate  an  anecdote 
to  a  class  seated  with  their  slates  in  hand,  and  require  each  one  to 
write  it  in  their  own  language.  As  many  of  the  slates  as  the  time 
will  allow  are  then  read  and  corrected  before  them  all,  some  of  the 
most  prominent  of  the  errors  being  exhibited  on  the  black-board  and 
corrected  by  the  class;  here  the  punctuation,  spelling  and  grammat- 
ical errors  pass  under  review.  At  another  time,  the  process  of  pre- 
serving, or  manufacturing  some  article  of  daily  use  is  related  to  the 
class  and  they  write  it  Matters  of  interest  of  this  kind  will  sug- 
gest themselves  in  every  variety  to  the  skilful  teacher,  and  the  exer- 
cise will  accomplish  the  two  fold  object  of  giving  useful  instruction 
in  an  indelible  form  and  of  giving  an  opportunity  of  expre^ing 
thought  without  covering  the  deed  with  the  bugbear  name  of  com- 
position.  An  abstract  of  the  lessons  in  philosophy  or  elsewhere 
{Sometimes  takes  its  place. 

For  the  more  advanced  scholars,  the  analysis  of  specimens  of  Eng- 
lish prose  or  poetry  with  a  special  reference  to  its  beauty  of  expres- 
sion or  thought,  is  found  a  useful  exercise.  Some  two  hours  of  each 
week  have  been  devoted  to  exercises  of  this  description,  and  we  con- 
sider them  as  profitable  as  any  of  the  school.  It  is  expected  too, 
that  what  is  written  upon  the  slates  will  be  copied  into  a  blank-book 
for  the  purpose,  and  corrected  in  reference  to  the  taste  and  neatness 
displayed  in  its  arrangement  upon  the  page. 

With  the  hope  that  the  brevity  of  these  remarks  may  not  lead  to 
misconstruction,  I  am  yours  truly, 

For  the  cause  of  education, 

R.  D.  H.  ALLEN. 


/ 
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Rochester  Collegiate  Institute.— -In  Rochester  Collegiate  In- 
stitute the  same  general  course  of  studies  and  duties,  as  before 
reported  to  the  Regents  of  the  University,  has  been  pursued  in  the 
past  year,  1849.  The  exercises  begin  at  9  A.  M.  with  the  reading 
of  some  portion  of  Scripture  and  prayer,  at  which  all  the  students 
are  expected  to  be  present.  This  is  often  followed  by  a  short  lec- 
ture from  the  Principal  or  one  of  the  assistant  teachers.  The  topics 
of  the  lecture  take  a  wide  range.  It  is  a  favorable  time  to  speak 
on  manners,  morals,  and  the  regular  course  of  duties,  as  well  as  on 
everything  which  tends  to  exercise  and  improve  the  powers,  discipline 
the  understanding,  and  elevate  the  whole  character.  Industry,  atten- 
tion, perseveiance,  activity,  honesty,  purity,  high  and  noble  aims  and 
ends,  come  before  the  pupils  with  much  interest.  I  attribute  the 
cases  of  discipline,  so  rare  as  to  be  uncommon  and  unexpected,  to 
t|ie  influence  of  this  co'urse,  united  with  a  general,  constant  super- 
vision. To  lead  a  child  or  youth  to  self  respect  is  the  first  step  to 
mental  and  moral  improvement  The  conscience  and  the  heart  are 
exercised  and  improved,  and  the  soul  is  roused  to  honorable  effort. 

In  these  lectures,  too,  numerous  subjects  in  philosophy,  arts,  che- 
mistry, language,  commerce,  geography,  and  the  passing  subjects  of 
the  times,  often  so  full  of  attraction,  come  into  consideration.  Much 
is,  and  will  be  long,  remembered. 

In  ilatural  philosophy  and  chemistry,  the  course  of  experiments  is 
long  and  full  enough,  and  large  numbers  attend  them. .  In  the  lan- 
guages, great  efforts  are  made  to  render  the  study  practical  in  respect 
to  our  own  language,  and  the  happy  use  of  language.  In  the  study 
of  grammar,  the  analysis  of  sentences,  the  connection  of  the  parts, 
and  the  influence  of  words  in  the  development  of  thought,  is  carried 
to  all  reasonable  extent 

Webster's  Dictionary  is  the  adopted  standard.  The  quarto  edition, 
if  not  approved  in  every  particular,  is  the  most  complete  work  on 
the  English  language  ever  formed.  Indeed,  there  seems  to  be  but 
few  things  more  to  be  desired  for  a  work  of  this  character  and  ob- 
ject. Its  fulness  is  a  monument  of  indefatigable  effort.  It  is  an 
admirable  plan,  to  place  it  in  every  district  school,  that  it  may  be 
a  book  of  familiar  resort.  C.  D. 

Ji  useful  tahle^  often  needed. 
A  Paris  line  =  0.088815,  or  nearly  -^-^  of  an  English  inch. 
A  Metre         =39,371  inches  English,  or  3,281  feet   English. 
A  Centemetren=  0.39371  "    or  a  little  more  than  ^  inch    " 
A  MUUmetre=  0.039371"    or  «  iTTo'nch   « 

Humboldt^s  Cosmos, 

C.  D. 
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The  beginning  of  a  Centwry — when? — ^To  answer  this  question, 
begin  at  ihe  commencement  of  time.  The  year  one  begins  with  its 
first  instant,  and  ends  with  its  last,  and  is  called  the  first  year.  At 
the  end  of  the  first,  the  year  itoo  begins,  and  is  the  second  year  to  its 
end,  and  at  its  close  two  years  are  completed.  So  at  the  end  of  the 
tenth  year,  ten  years  are  ended ;  and  at  the  close  of  the  fiftieth  year, 
fifty  years  are  completed,  or  the  year  fifty  is  terminated ;  at  the  end 
of  one  hundred  years,  the  hundred  years  are  ended,  or  the  first  cen^ 
tury  is  completed ;  and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  hundred  years,  the 
eighteenth  century  is  ended.  At  the  beginning  of  eighteen  hundred 
and  one,  the  nineteenth  century  is  begun,  so  that  eighteen  hundred 
belongs  not  to  the  nineteerUh  century.  Hence,  the  close  of  this  year 
(1850)  will  end  the  first  fifty  years  of  the  present  century,  and  the 
second  half  of  this  century  will  begin  with  the  first  instant  of  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one,  or,  the  first  half  of  this  c«ntury 
will  end  with  the  last  instant  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 

fifty. 

C.  DEWEY. 

Botany  in  Academies  and  Higher  ScAoofc.— This  study  of  Botany 
should  be  very  interesting  to  young  ladies  and  young  gentlemen  in 
the  schools.  The  objects  are  so  various  and  beautiful,  from  their 
relations  as  well  as  in  themselves,  that  they  are  fitted  to  excite  the 
taste  and  imagination  and  to  improve  the  intellect.  Indeed,  the 
study  of  th^  objects  of  natural  history,  calls  into  operation  certain 
important  faculties,  which  are  liable  to  be  partially  neglected,  such 
as  attention,  discrimination,  comparison,  and  generalization.  How 
few  have  any  adequate  conception  of  the  number  and  variety  of 
plants  around  them,  from  the  want  of  attention  and  discrimination, 
and  of  the  affinities  of  plants,  because  the  power  of  comparison  is 
not  exercised  The  power  of  abstraction  and  generalization,  so  im- 
portant in  the  active  duties  of  life,  is  greatly  and  happily  improved 
by  this  study. 

Great  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  works  on  Botany  in 
the  past  few  years,  and  several  excellent  authors  are  easily  acces* 
sible.  The  study  by  the  natural  method,  too,  and  not  merely  by  the 
Linnean  classes,  is  now  the  only  approved  one.  Besides  being  more 
satisfactory  in  its  results,  it  is  far  more  gratifying  in  its  details. 
Ladies  are  specially  interested  in  the  study  of  the  natural  system. 

Wood^s  Class-Book  of  Botany  i<f  formed  on  this  plan,  and  is  finely 
adapted  to  the  object  to  be  attained.  It  ought  to  be  the  text*book 
in  our  academies  and  select  schools.  Besides  our  native  plants,  it 
contains  a  multitude  of  the  more  common  exotics,  now  so  frequently 
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cultivated  for  their  beauty,  and  many  of  which  were  very  rare  till 
within  a  few  years.      In  this  work    they  are  fully  described  and-^ 
classified,  making  them  as  accessible  as  our  students  desire. 

Wood^s  First  Lessons  in  Botany  is  an  excellent  and  comprehensive 
book  for  beginners  or  younger  students.  The  study  of  its  principles 
alone  is  more  important  than  all  the  botany  usually  acquired  Iroa^ 
the  Linnean  classes.  It  gives  true  knowledge,  derived  from  the 
structure  of  plants  and  their  organization.  It  is  cheap,  too,  and  veiy 
attractive. 

Those  partially  acquainted  with  the  Linnean  method  readily  acquire 
the  natural  system.  Specimens  should  be  selected  to  be  used  at  the 
inepi  tat  ions,  for  it  is  a  wiiste  of  tjme  and  a  perversion  of  mempry  to 
attempt  to  acquire  the  knowledge  without  the  objects  which  ^Xfm-; 
plifjr  the  principles.  In  this  case  we  have  things^  and  not  merj| 
wpr^s ;  the  structure,  relations,  affinities,  and  uses  of  plaijits  a|id  iheif 
parts,  and- the  wonderful  economy  of  nature  under  the  providence  of. 
the  great  Creator. 

C.  DtWEY. 
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Rates  or  DwTRiBurioif  roR  thb  i  ast  twblte  yearh.— Prcviow 
to  1847,  the  amounts  granted  were  distributed  according  to  Ihe  Dum- 
ber of  students  allowed  in  each  Senatorial  District  (and  $5,000  to  each 
district.)  The  rate  mentione<i  below  is  what  would  have  been  al* 
lowed  if  the  apportionment  had  been  made  for  the  whole  State* 

In  1847,  and  subsequently,  it  was  made  for  the  whole  State. 


Nanber  of  Siodeali. 

Money  framed. 

B«l«. 

1839 

7,070 

$40,000 

$5  66 

1840 

8,842 

40,000 

4  52 

1841 

10,186 

40,000 

3  92 

1842 

10,560 

40,000 

3  78 

1843 

11,277 

40,000 

3  55 

1844 

11,699 

40,000 

3  45 

1845 

12,257 

40,000 

3  26 

1846 

13,481 

40,000 

2  96 

1847 

13,998 

40,000 

2  85 

1848 

14,262 

40,000 

2  83 

1849 

15,043 

40,000 

2  65 

1850 

16,514 

40,000 

2  42 
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GENERAL   SUMMARY. 


ACADEMIES. 


Albany, 

Augurn, 

Cayuga, 

Cherry  Valley, 

Clinton, 

Cortland, * 

Dutchess,... 

Erasmus  Hall •  • 

Fairfield, 

Farmers'  Hall, • 

Franklin,  (Prattsbargh.) 

Fretloaia, .  • .  •  • 

Oouvernenr, 

Granville, 

Hamilton, • 

Hartwtck, 
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K  ingiiton, • 
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Mexico, 
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Montgomery,  •......- 

Monnt  Pleasant, « 

Newburgh,  ....«...*. 

North  Salem, 

Oneida  Conference, 

Onondaga, • 

Oxford, 

Pompey, . •  •  • 

Redhook, 

Roeh  ester, 

8t.  Lawrence, • 

Union  Hall, ••• 

Uticm, 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  OBSERVATIONS, 


CONTENTS. 

!•  Progress  of  vegetation,  &c. 

2.  Appearance  or  passage  of  birds,  reptiles,  insects,  &c* 

3.  Atmospheric  phenomena. 
^    A.  Aurora  Borealis, 

B.  Haloes. 

C.  Weather  before  ami  after  Auroras  and  Haloes* 

D.  RainboTvs  and  sunsets. 

E.  Meteors  and  falling  stars. 
4*  Temperature,  &c. 

A.  Periods  at  which  the  Hudson  opened  and  closed. 

B.  Opening  and  closing  of  rivers,  lakes,  and  canals. 

C.  Weather,  winds,  storms,  &c. 

D.  Number  of  thunder  showers  and  snow  stormi. 

5.  Miscellaneous. 

A.  Level  of  Lake  Ontario. 

B.  Ice  on  Lake  Ontario, 

C.  Water  spout,  seen  at  East  Bloomfield. 

6.  Barometrical  observations  for  1849. 

A   At  Albany  Academy. 

B.  At  Amenia  Seminary. 

C.  At  New-York  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution. 

D.  At  North  Salem  Academy. 

¥1,  At  Rochester  Collegiate  Institute. 

7.  Variation  of  the  compass. 

8.  Latitude  and  longitude  ot  places  observing. 

9.  Preliminary  arrangements  for  a  new  system  of  Mtteorological 
observations,  with  Professor  Guyot's  report  on  the  same. 


226  [Sbbatb 

1.  PROGRESS  OF  VEGETATION',  &c 

f 

First  Thunder  S/orm  =March  21;  this  afternoon  at  3  o'clock, 
there  was  loud  thunder  for  some  time,  with  wind,  accompanied  with 
a  fall  of  snow,  sutiiii^nt  to  cover  the  earth,  Cortland;  March  21, 
Erasmus  Hall;    March  28,  Fairfield;    March  21,  Rochester. 

Chicktoeed  in  blossom, — March  21,  Rochester. 

Alnus  RtAra  in  blossom. — March  24,  Kochester. 

Ploughing  commenced — March  30,  Cortland;  March  12,  Eras- 
mus Hall;  March  10,  Union  Hall;  April  6,  North  Salem. 

Skunk  CabbagM  in  blossom. — March  24,  Rochester;  March  24, 
North  Salem. 

Daphne  Mezereon  in  blossom. — March  31,  Erasmus  Hall. 

Epigaa  Repens  in  flower. — April  1,  Ifochester. 

Violets  in  flower, — April  3,  Albany;  April  11;  North^Salem, 

White  Maple  in  flower, — May  19,  Hamilton. 

Red  Maple  in  flower. — April  5,  Albany;  March  27,  Rochester. 

So/t  Maple  in  flower, — April  9,  North  Salem. 

Silver  Maple  in  flower. — April  5,  Albany. 

Sugar  Maple  m  flower. — May  3,  North  Salem. 

Elm  in  flower. — April  5,  Albany;  April  5,  Rochester;  Apri  ]8, 
North  Salem. 

Hepatica  Triloba  in  flower. — April  6,  Cortland;  April  9,  Roch- 
ester; April  .4,  North  Salem. 

Clayionia  Virginica^  (Spring  beauty,)  in  flower. — April  5,  Cort- 
land; April  11,  Rochester. 

Shad  Bush  in  blossom. — May  2,  Auburn:  May  9,  Cortland;  May 
19,  Hamilton;  May  8,  RochestiT;  April  29,  North  Salem. 

Shepherd^ s  Purse  in  blossom. — April  19,  Rocliester;  April  12, 
North  Salem. 

Polyanthus  in  blossom. — April  21,  Hamilton. 

Apricots  in  &/o^fom.— May  2,  Auburn;  April  13,  Erasmus  HalL 
May  1,  Lewiston;  April  28,  Rochester. 

Asparagus. — May  18,  Hamilton. 

Daffodil  in  blossom. — April  20, Cortland;  April  5, Erasmus  Hall; 
May  21,  Fairfield;  April  7,  Hamilton;  April  8,  Rochester;  April  14, 
North  Salem. 

Hyacinth  in  flower. — April  20,  Cortland. 

Laurus  Benzoin  in  flower. — Apiil  16,  North  Salem. 

Dog4ooth  Violet  in  flower, — April  24,  C»rllaml. 

Cowdip  in  blossom. — May  9,  Hamilton  ;  Apiil  22,  North  Salem. 

Blood  Root  in  flower. — Apiil  25,  Cortland;  April  10,  North 
Salem. 
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Dandelion  in  flower.-'^M^j  9,  Cortland;  April  24,  Erasmus  Hall; 
May  20,  Fairfield;  May  2,  Hamilton;  May  15,  Oxford;  May  1,  Ro- 
chester; April  12,  North  Salem. 

Currants  in  jlowtr. — May  10^  Cortland;  April  30,  Erasmus  Hall; 
May  18,  Hamilton;  May  13,  Cazenovia;  May  11,  Oxford;  May  11» 
Rochester;  May  3,  North  Salem. 

Veronica  in  flower.'^^M^j  1,  Rochester. 

Com  Planting  commenced, — May  1 1,  Cortland. 

Crown  Imperial  in  flower. — ^May  3,  Rochester* 

Trillium  in  flower, — May  11,  Cortland;  May  9,  Rochester;  April 
27,  North  Salem.    , 

Cherry  in  flower, — May  16,  Cortland ;  May  1,  Erasmus  Hall; 
May  25,  Fairfield;  May  12,  Mount  Pleasant;  May  21,  Cazenovia; 
May  2],  Oxford;  May  lO,  Rochester;  May  7,  North  Salem. 

Strawberries  in  flower, — May  17,  Cortlrind;  May  1,  Erasmus 
Hall;  May  21,  Lewiston;  May  15,  Rochester;  May  9,  North  Salem. 

Plum  in  flower. — May  20,  Cortland;  May  2,  Erasmus  Hall;  May 
25;  Fairfirld;  May  21,  Hamilton;  May  21,  Lowville;  May  11,  Ot^ 
ford;  May  16,  Rochester;  May  18,  Springville;  May  5,  North  Salem. 

Tulip  in  flower, — May  22,  Cortland;  May  20,  Rochester. 

Quinces  in  blossom  — May  19,  Erasmus  UalU 

Hoppl^ush  in  flower, — May  22,  Cortland. 

Geranium  in  flower, — May  j6,  Rochester. 

Pear  in  flower, — May  22,  Cortland;  May  3,  Erasmus  Hall;  May 
25,  Fairfield;  May  21,  Rochester;  May  16,  North  Sal^m* 

Apple  in  flower. — May  23,  Cortland;  May  15,  Erasmus  Hall; 
May  27,  Hamilton;  May  14,  Mount  Pleasant;  May  28,  Cazenovia; 
May  21,  Oxford;  May  18,  Rochester;  May  20,  North  Salem. 

Lilac  in  flower. — May  28,  Cortland;  June  4,  Hamilton;  May  21, 
Rochester;  May  22,  North  Salem. 

Elder  tnflouer. — May  18,  Rochester;  June  23,  North  Salem. 

Dogwood  in  blossom. — May  17,  Erasmus  Hall;  May  15,  Mount 
Pleasant;  May  31,  North  Salem. 

/  Peaches  in  flower.-^—April  2df  Erasmus  Hall;  May  7,  Lewiston; 
May  20,  Mexico;  May  3,  Rochester;  May  12,  North  Sdlem. 

Horsechesnui  in  ^ou«f.— -Ma)  23,  Rochester. 

Gooseberries  in  blossom, — April  28,  Eiasmus  HalL 

Vibumunh  Roseum  in  bloom  — June  3,  Rochester. 

Red  Clover  in  flower, — June  12,  Cortland;  June  14,  Faiffield; 
May  30,  North  Salem. 

Gooseberries  ripe. — June  7,  Narth  Salem. 

White  Clover  in  flower. — June  13,  Cortland;  May  30^  North 
Salem. 
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Siratcberrie$  ripe, — June  18,  Cortland;  June  8,  Rochester;  June 
li.  North  Salem;  June  1,  Union  Hall. 

Cherries  ripe. — ^June  16,  Rochester;  June  20,  North  Salem* 

Locust  Trees  in  flower, — June  20,  Cortland;  June  14,  Erasmui 
Hall;  June  20,  Rochester;  June  14,  North  Salem. 

Raspberries  in  blossom.'^^June  5,  Erasmus  Hall. 

Blackberries  in  6/offom.— June  5,  Erasmus  Hall. 

Hay  Harvest  commenced. — ^July  6,  Cortland;  June  CO,  Erasmus 
Hall;  July  11,  Hamilton;  June  25,  Rochester;  June 26,  North  Salem. 

Green  Peas. — June  30,  Hamilton;  June  19,  Rochester;  June  13, 
Union  Hall;  July  1,  North  Salem. 

Currants  ripe, — July  7,  Cortland;  July  10,  Rochester;  July  1, 
North  Salem. 

Raspberries  ripe.-— July  6,  Rochester;  July  3,  North  Salem. 

Wheal  Harvest  commenced — ^July  20,  Cortland;  July  3,  Erasmui 
Hall;  July  9,  Rochester;  July  19,  North  Salem. 

Rye  Harvest  commenced, — July  21,  Cortland;  July  16,  North 
Salem. 

Green  Com. — August  7,  North  Salem. 

Quinces  ripe, — September  26,  North  Salem. 

(See  also  the  Reports  of  Amenia  Seminary,  F.  G;  of  the  New* 
York  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution;  the  Abstracts  of  Ten  Years^ 
Observations  at  North  Salem;  and  the  Remarks  on  the  Vegetable 
Productions  of  the  Year,  in  the  Report  of  Rochester  Collegiate  In- 
stitution, all  in  subsequent  pages.) 


2,   APPEARANCE  OR  PASSAGE  OF  BIRDS,  ic. 

Robins  first  seen. — March  21,  Albany;  March  15,  Auburn; 
March  16,  Cortland  ;  March  13,  Erasmus  Hall  ;  March  14,  Fair* 
field  ;  March  16,  Farmers'  Hall  ;  March  16,  Hamilton  ;  March  13, 
Lewiston  ;  March  21,  Lowville  ;  March  16,  CazenoTia  ;  March  29, 
Piattsburgh  ;  March  8,  Rochester  ;  March  4,  Union  Hall. 

Pigeons  first  seen. — March  13,  Auburn  ;  March  16,  Cortland  ; 
March  29,  Fairfield  ;  March  15,  Cazenovia;  March  17,  Rochester. 

Crows  flying  north. — March  12,  Piattsburgh. 

Blue  birds  flrst  seen, — March  16,  Auburn;  March  16,  Cortland; 
March  12,  Erasmus  Hall;  March  16,  Fairfield;  March  14,  Farmers' 
Hall;  March  18,  Hamilton;  March  12,  Lewiston;  March  1,  New- 
burgh;  March  16,  Cazenovia;  March  6,  Rochester;  March  6,  Un* 
ion  HalL 

Bed  Headed  Woodpecktr  seen,  March  8,  FairfieU. 


Np.  113.]  239 

Phabe  birds  firtt  seen. — ^March  7,  Hamilton;  March  18,  Rocheater; 
March  23,  North  Salem. 

Frogs  first  Aeard.-— 'March  30,  Cortland  ;  March  19,  Erasmus 
Hall;  April  3,  Fairfield;  April  4,  Hamilton;  April  4,  Lowville; 
April  4,  Mexico;  March  24,  North  Salem,  March  19,  Union  Hall. 

Meadow  Lark  seen. — March  28,  jUrfield;  March  22,  Rochester. 

Bidterfiies  first  seen. — March  31, Rochester;  May  19,  North  Sa- 
lem. 

Martins  first  seen, — May  17,  Erasmus  Hall;  April  16,  Rochester. 

WhippoorwUl  heard^—M^j  4,  North  Salem. 

Baltimore  Oriole  first  *««n.— May  5,  Auburn. 

Chimney  StoaUow  first  heard. — May  8,  Rochester  ;  April  30, 
North  Salem. 

Bob^4inks  first  *een.— May  1,  Cortland  ;  May  11,  Rochester;, 
May  0,  North  Salem. 

Yellow  Birds  first  heard. — May  10,  Rochester. 

Field  Sparrow  first  heard, — April  7,  Rochester. 

Bam  Swallows  first  seen, — May  12,  Cortland;  May  14,  Erasmus 
Hall;  May  10,  Hamilton;  May  9,  Cazenovia;  May  3,  Plattsburgh; 
April  29,  Rochester;  April  9,  North  Salem. 

Bats  first  seen. — May  16,  Mount  Pleasant. 

Humming  Birds  first  seen, — June  2,  Cortland;  July  6,  North  Sa- 
lem. 

Fire  flies  first  5«en.— June  18,  Cortland;  June  21,  Erasmus  Hall; 
oune  13,  Fairfield;  June  16,  Rochester;  June  3,  North  Salem.        • 

Locusts  heard. — July  22,   Erasmus  Hall;   August  6,  North  Salem. 

Wild  Geese, — October  13,  Lewiston;  Oct.  1,  Rochester,  March  20, 
flying  south,  North  Salem. 

(See  also  the  reports  of  Amenia  Seminary,  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Institution  and  of  .>orth  Salem,  hereafter.) 

3.  ATMOSPHERIC  PHENOMENA. 

A.  Aurora  Borealis. 

January  14.  North  Salem,  Pougbkeepsie,  Hamilton,  Lewiston, 
Oxford,  Plattsburgh,  Rochester. 

January  15   Oxford. 

January  30.  Cazenovia. 

February  13.  Hamilton. 

February  14.  Cortland,  Pougbkeepsie. 

February  16.  Cortland,  Hamilton,  Cazenovia,  North  Salem,  Roch- 
ester. 

February  17.  Hamilton,  Lowville,  Plattsburgh. 
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February  18.  Hamiltoo,  Lowrille,  Plattsborgb,  North  SaleiUy 
Rochester. 

February  19.  Cortlanc),  Poughkeepsie,  Cazenovia,  Rochester, 

February  21.  Poughkeepsie,  Lowville. 

Febniary  28.  Rocbrster. 

March  14.  Granville.  ^ 

March  17.  Cazenovia,  Hamilton,  Hartwick,  Lewiston. 

March  18  Hamilton,  Johnstown,  Lewiston,  Mount  Pleasant^ 
Poughkeepsie,  Rochester. 

A  luminous  arch  about  10  or  13^  high  in  the  centre,  which  ivas 
somewhat  east  of  north.  Streamers  shot  up  sometimes  from  the 
edge  of  the  arch  and  sometimes  from  the  horizon  or  near  it,  at  first 
generally  white^  occasionally  a  tinge  of  red,  and  the  whole  had  a 
slow   motion  to  the  west,   North  Salem,  Union  Hall. 

March  19.  LowTiile. 

March  20.  Lansingburgh 

March  25.  Rosy  light  around  the  horizon,  just  before  sunset. 
Erasmus  Hall. 

March  30.  Rochester. 

April  16.  Rochester. 

April  17.  Plattsburgh,  Rochester. 

April  30.  Cortland. 

June  10.  Cortland. 

July  9.  Rochester.  «    , 

.   July  12.  Hamilton,  Rochester. 

July  22.  Hamilton,  Rochester. 

July  23.  Auburn,  Mexico,  Rochester. 

July  21.  Brilliant,  Farmer's  Hall. 

August  12.  Hamilton. 

August  13.  Cortland. 

September  6.  Hamilton. 

September  7.  Hamilton. 

September  12.   Rochester. 

September  13.  Rochester. 

September  17.  Hamilton. 

September  18.  Hamilton,  Rochester. 

October  13.  Cazenovia,  Rochester. 

October  14.  Rochester,  North  Salem. 

October  18.  Oxford. 

December  7.  Poughkeepsie. 

December  18    Rocheiiter. 

(See  also  Amenia,  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution,  and  North   Salem 
reports.) 
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B.  Haloes,  &c. 

January  1,  Solar  halo,  Hamilton. 

January  7,  Lunar  halo,  Erasmus  Hall. 

January  10,  very  brilliant  parhelia  on  each  side  of  the  sun  about  4 
p.  m.,  Hamilton;  )wo  mode  suns,  evening,  Rochester. 

January  U,  very  brilliant  parhelion  on  each  side  of  the  sun,  Ham- 
Oton. 

January  14,  Solar  halo,  Hamilton. 

January  24,  Solar  halo,  Hamilton. 

January  29,  Lunar  halo,  Hamilton. 

January  30,  Lunar  halo,  Cortland,  Cazenovia. 

January  31,  Lunar  halo,  CoHland,  Erasmus  Hall,  Hamilton. 

February  4,  Lunar  halo,  Erasmus  •  Hall,  North  Salem,  Rochester. 

February  6,  Lunar  halo  Rochester. 

February  6,  Lunar  halo,  Plattsburgh.  > 

February  12,  Solar  halo,  Hamilton. 

February  13,  Solar  halo,  p.  m.,  Cortland. 

February  15,  Beautiful  parhelion  at  4  p.  m.,  Hamilton. 

February  16,  Solar  halo,  a.  ro.,  Cortland  Hamillton,  mock  siuis, 
p.  m.,  Plattsburgh,  Solar  halo,  Rochester. 

February  17,  Solar  halo,  Hamilton. 

February  19,  Solar  halo  a  little  afler  sunrise,  Hamilton. 

February  24,  Solnr  halo,  Hamilton.       .  i 

February  26,  Solar  halo,  Hamilton.  i 

February  28,  Solar  halo,  Hamilton,  Rochester.  I 

March  3,  Solar  halo,  Hamilton. 

March  6,  Lunar  halo,  Rochester. 

March  9,  Lunar  halo,  Hamilton. 

March  10,  Lunar  halo,  North  Salem. 

March  27,  Solar  halo,  Rochester. 

April  3.   Lunar  halo,  Erasmus  Hall. 

April  6.  Lunar  halo,  Hamilton,  Solar  halo,  Rochester. 

April  7.  Solar  halo,  Rochester. 

April  8.  Solar  halo,  Rochester. 

April  12.  Solar  halo,  mock  sun  at  eve,  Rochester. 

April  17.  Solar  halo,  Rochester. 

May  1.  Solar  halo,  1 1  a.  m..  Lunar  halo,  8  p.  m.,  North  Salem. 

May  2.  Lunar  halo,  Lowville. 

May  26.  Lunar  halo,  very  large  9  p.  m.,  North  Salem. 

May  27.  Parhelion,  4  p.  m.,  North  Salem. 

June  18.  Solar  halo,  Hamilton. 

June  20.  Solar  halo,  with  prismatic  colors,  11  a.  m.,  North 
Salem. 
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June  23.  Solar  haloi  3  p.  m.,  Hamilton* 

June  24.  Solar  balo,  Rochester.  Solar  halo,  10}  a.  m.y 

June  27.  Lunar  halo,  Auburn.  Solar  halo,  Rochester. 

July  3.  Solar  halo,  Rochester. 

July  5.  Lunar  halo,  Hamilton. 

July  18.  Solar  halo,  Rochester. 
-    July  25.  Solar  halo,  11  A.  M.,  North  Salem;  solar  halo,  Roclies- 
ter. 

July  27.  Solar  halo,  A.  M.,  Rochester. 

July  28.  Solar  halo,  Rochester. 

August  27.  Lunar  halo,  North  Salem. 

September  4.  Solar  halo,  A.  M.,  Cortland. 

September  24.  Lunar  halo,  North  Satem. 

October  16.  Solar  halo,  Hamilton. 

October  21.  Solar  halo,  Rochester. 

October  28.  Lunar  halo,  Erasmus  Hall;  Lunar  halo,  North  Salem. 

November  17.  Solar  halo,  Hamilton. 

November  28    Lunar  halo,  Erasmus  Hall. 

November  29.  A  large  and  bright  lunar  halo  at  7  P.  M.,  North 
Salem. 

November  30.  Lunar  halo,  Rochester. 

December  23.  Lunar  halo,  Erasmus  Hall;  Hamilton;  North  Salem. 

December  25«  Lunar  halo,  Cortland. 

December  27.  Lunar  halo,  Hamilton. 

December  28.  Lunar  halo,  North  Salem. 

(Sec  also  the  Reports  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution  and  of 
North  Salem,  and  the  Remarks  on  the  Lunar  Halo  of  Nov.  30,  in 
the  Report  of  the  Rochester  Collegiate  Institute.) 


C.  WEATHER  BEFORE  AND  AFTER  AURORAS  AND 

HALOES. 

(See  Amenia,  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution,  and  North  Salem  Reports.) 


D.  RAINBOWS  AND  SUNSETS. 
(See  Deaf  and  Dumb  I.  Report.) 


E.  METEORS. 

January  19.    A   brilliaot   meteor  seen   this    evening,   Hamilton; 
also  noticed  at  Rochester. 

October  25    Meteor  observed,  Erasmus  Hall. 


« 


METEOWTE. 

*^  At  aboul  6  o'clock  on  Wednesclaj  evening,  Nov.  7,  184&,  wbile 
I  was  walking  to  the  westward,  my  attention  was  ^udilenly  arr eatecl 
by  a  light  about  me,  such  as  at  fiirt,  suggested  tht  presence  .of  *heat 
lightning,"  but  on  looking  up,  I  saw  directly  to  the  west,  and  ele- 
vated about  30  degrees,  a  brilliant  Meteorite,  apparently  tea  tines 
'the  size  of  Venus,  and  far  surpassing  her  In  splendor. 
;  At  first  it  was  ofa  pure  white  with  radiating  fringe  of  U|gbt»  hat 
no  tail-— increasing  in  size  hB  it  passed  east  and  south.  It  exploded 
without  noise,  at  an  elevation  of  about  ten  degrees  south  of  west 

On  exploding  it  presented  the  app^araIfce  of  a  magnificent  rodret, 
iimdtng  off  in  etery  direction  masses  of  luminous  matter,  dhanging 
in  color  from  peifect  white  to  reddish  purple,  end  finally  to  a  pale 
pea  green. 

The  time  of  its  continuance  after  first  being  flIeeOj  I  estSmftte  to  be 
ebout  30  second^*' 
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4.    TEMPERATURE 

A.   Taelv  of  the  pertWs  w\en  i/ie  Hudson  licer  opined  and  clcsed  at 
Jiibanyy  so  fur  at  the  same  can  be  vojo  asceitnntd. 


Wimei*. 
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NoTC9.~1 817-4!).  This  winter  was  long  and  intensely  oolt!.  On,  tho  Ihirii  of 
March.  1818,  ihe  ice  move.l  in  a  bo.ty  (I.iwiiwar«.t9fiir  ftorae  iliaunce^  ami  there  ro- 
mVmeJ  stdtimiary.    Tbe  river  was  n-tl  clear  until  March  2dLh. 

Jddl-'^l.  The  river  cl«>iieil  on  the  13th,  opene.1  on  the  2():h,  ami  finally  cloiml  Dee. 
1.  This  wa^  one  of  ihe  four  winters  during  a  ccntur>,  in  which  the  Iljils  in,  hc- 
tween  Powles'  Hook  ami  Now-Yorlc,  was  cros^eUon  the  ices  the  oiher  liireo  being 
17 IJ,  '4:,  I7:»d.  >(jb,  ami  1/7^,  »). 

Jan.  12,  I8il.    The  river  was  clear  of  fee,  and  remiined  so  for  several  ilays. 

]Si7-28.  Tne  rivpr  opened  and  closed  repeatedly  during  this  winter.  Dec.  2I9  It 
Closed  a  second  time. 

1830-3 1 .  Opened  in  conseqneiieo  of  heavy  rains*  and  closed  again  on  the  lUth  Jan- 
nary,  I8JI. 

l8li-^{.    Opened  again  January  3;  closed  again  January  II. 

18J4-36.  March  17.  River  open  opposite  to  the  city.  Ai arch  18.  Steamboat  John 
Jay  came  to  Van  Wie's  Hoint;  ice  at  the  overslaugh. 

1817-48.    Dec.  24.    Riverciosed.    Dec.  31.    River  open. 

An  fhe  riv*r  through  nU  to  New-Vork,  has  not  always  neen  clear  of  ice  on  the  days 
t^atOil  above,  the  time  at  which  the  first  steamboat  passed  liom  Mew-Vorlc  to  Alba^ 
ny  or  vice  versa,  is  also  added  for  a  few  years. 

ia)5.  March  25. 

1A36,  April  10. 

1817,  March  31,  Rnbert  t*.  Stevens. 

1838,  March  17,  Utica. 

1839,  March  25,  Swallow. 

1840,  February  25,  Mount  Pleasant. 

1841,  March  28,  Utica. 

](M1,  Ffbmary  6,  Telegraph.  In  consequence  of  heavy  rains,  the  river  opened  in 
front  of  the  city  of  Albany  on  the  8ih  of  January,  and  can  hardly  be  said  to  havo 
dosed  again  during  the  season.  The  ice,  howevf*r,  continueil  piled  up  some  miles 
below,  at  and  about  Barren  Island,  near  Schodacic  Landing,  and  thus  rendered  tho 
Channel  impassable.  CoM  weather  followed  about  the  middle  of  February,  and 
again  obstroctetl  the  navigation.  A  steamboat  arrived  again  on  the  1st  of  Mar«Ui» 
18^ 

IHia,  April  13,  Utica* 

1814,  .March  18,  II  A.  M.,  Utica. 

«1845,  Fobrnary  24.  steamboat  Norwich  at  1  A.  M.,  from  New-York.  Left  that 
city  on  the  22d,  at  8  P.  M.  River  full  of  ice  from  West  Point  upwards.  Ice  oppo- 
site Albany,  siationary,  except  a  small  portion  that  broke  away  yesterday  opposit* 
I«yd*  US-street. 

IK4B,  March  IK,  steamboats  Columbia  and  Oneida  arrived. 

1847,  April  7.  steamboat  Colum'iia. 

m4^,  March  2*2.  steamboat  Admiral. 

1819.  March  18,  at  earn  boat  Columbia. 

1890>  March  if,  steamboat  Bnilklo. 


B.  OPENING  AND  CLOSING  OF  RIVERS,  LAKES,  AND 

CANALS. 

HoDsoN  Rrri-R. 

River  closed  night  of  December  25^  Albany, 

March  IS.  First  steam  boat  at  Albany,  Lansinghurgh. 

March  13.  First  steam  boat  to  Poughkeepsie  (Dutchess  County 
Academy.) 

January;  about  the  3(1,  the  Hudson  River  \ras  frozen  over  and  foot 
passengers  beg^tn  to  cross  on  the  ice  till  about  the  24th.  From  the 
1  Ith,  sif  ighs  were  drawn  over  and  so  late  as  the  20th,  loads  of  coal 
were  dragged  over  in  sleds,  Newburgh.  January  24,  the  ice  has  be- 
gun to  soften,  Newburgh, 
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February  7,  the  river  is  again  frozen  oTcr;  Newburgh)  Maroh  1?, 
fteamboat  reached  Newburgh  from  New*York;  Newbui^b. 

Etn  Canal. 

December  1»  Canal  frozen,  Hamilton. 

LftKB  Champlaoi. 

January  4.    Like  froasen  before  thi»  place,  Plattsburglk 
Jan.  11.  Broad  Lake  frozen,  Plattsburgh. 
April  7.  Ice  going  out,  and  April  8, first  steamboat  in  port.   Platti- 
tnrgb. 


C.  WEATHER,  WINDS,  STORMS,  Ac 

See  the  abstract  of  ten  years'  obserTStions  at  North  Salem  in  its 
report,  with  the  accompanying  remarks,  and  the  remarks  as  ta  eacsh 
month  of  1849. 

In  the  Rochester  Collegiate  Institute  report,  see  the  heads  of  Me- 
teoric Phenomena,  Ice  Shower^  Thermometrical  ObsenratioBS  for 
1849,  Thunder  Shower  in  June  1849,  Fogs,  Coronation  of  Winter. 

Tempiraiur^  of  Jforthtm  Jfew-York. 

A  correspondent  sends  us  the  following  notes  of  the  range  of  the 
Thermometer  in  Northern  New-York,  as  noticed  at  sunrise  : 

M  Rinu€*s  PoifU.  M  ChamjUain  Valley. 

February  12th —  4^  below  zero 3^  below  zero. 

13th— 12      "  ^ 20      "         « 

14th—  9      «  « 10      "         *' 

16th— 14      «  •* .22  .   «         « 

16ih— 16      «  ** 23      «         « 

17lh_l7      "  « .30      «         « 

Sunday— 18th — 16      "  « 23      «         « 

19ih— 16      «  " 31      «         « 

20th— 18      «  « 

21st —  6  above  " 

•  Winter  of  17/9-80.— A  correspondent  of  the  N.  Y.  Journal  of 
Commerce  furnishes  that  paper  with  the  following  article  respecting 
the  cold  winter  of  1779**80,  which  has  recently  appeared  in  an  Eng- 
lish paper,  and  which  is  an  extract  from  an  official  letter  from  Ma- 
jor General  Paltison,  dated  New.York,Feb.  22, 17S0,  to  Lord  George 
Oermaioe : 


N0.113.J  237 

**  The  intense  frost  accompanied  with  great  falls  of  snow,  which 
begun  here  about  the  middle  of  December!  shut  up  the  navigation  of 
this  port  from  the  fefti  Within  a  few>  days  after,  Adourai  Arbuth* 
not's  fleet  with  the  troops  under  the  commander-in-chief  had  taken  its 
departure  from  Sandy  Hook.  The  severity  of  the  weather  increased 
to  that  degree,  that  towards  the  middle  of  January,  all  communications 
with  the  city,  by  water,  were  entirely  cut  off,  and  as  mtiny  new  ones 
opened  by  the  ice.  We  could  scarcely  be  said  to  be  in  an  insular 
state«  The  passage  of  the  North  River,  even  in  the< widest  part,  frooa 
here  to  Paulus  Hook,  (2000  yards)  was,  about  the  19tb,  practicable 
for  the  heaviest  cannon;  an  event  unknown  in  the  memory  of  man; 
and  very  soon  after,  provisions  were  transported  upon  sledges,  and 
detachments  of  cavalry  marched  from  New- York  to  Staten,  {11  milesf) 
upon  the  ice.  The  East  River  to  Brooklyn  on  Loi^g  Island,  was  al* 
so  for  many  days,  blocked  up. 

^  We  had  reports  that  Gen.  Washington  was  about  to  attack  ui^ 
and  we  prepared  to  receive  him.  Our  forces  musterisg  rank  and  fil^ 
6796.  The  rigor  of  the  frost  is  now  hafpUy  abated^  and  we  are 
flattered  with  the  prospect  of  a  complete  thaw.'' 

Nov.  7,  Dandelions  ill  bloasom. 


D.  NUMBER  OF  THUNDER  SHOWERS  AND  SKOW 

STORMS. 

(Thunder  sbawem,  see  report  of  Anenia^  Seminary.    For  thunder 
showers  and  snow  storms,  see  report  of  North  Salem«) 


6.   MISCELLANEOUS. 

A.  Level  of  Lake  Ontario.     (See  the  Rochester  report.) 

B.  Ice  on  Lake^Ontarfti.     (See  the  Rochester  report.) 

C.  Water  spout. 


•  The  fovennnent  warrey  hj  Haaler^  fives  the  distance  from  the  Batteiy  io  Iha 
QaarmAiino  groaiid^  at  4]  miles. 
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C«    Watebspout. 

(Seen  by  8b  W.  Cl4kk  and  othect,  at  Eait  B!oomfteId,  If.  T*> 

On  tbeEth  September,  1849,  at  about  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  a  water- 
spout appeared  to  the  NNE,  apparently  about  10  miles  distant;  but 
possibly  over  Lake  Ontario,  which  is  nearly  20  miles  from  this  place. 

During  the  arternoon  the  wind  was  higb,  frequently  chan<i:ing  from 
NW  to  SW  and  rechanging,  producing  some  slight  and  limited 
showers.  The  clouds  were  heavy  and  detached,  the  cumulus  or 
cumulo-stralus. 

Immediately  preceding  the  formation  of  the  waterspout  a  dense 
mass  of  clouds  of  the  above  mentioned  form,  passed  rapidly  towards 
the  east  from  over  Rochester;  and,  at  the  same  time,  masses  as  dense 
and  quite  black,  rushed  from  the  south.  These  clouds  on  meeting, 
sent  down  a  short  but  brisk  shower.  This  shower  being  over,  there 
appeared  to  be  .a  white  bag  let  down  from  the  black  cloud  above, 
like  a  sheet  ^'  knit  at  the  corners" — ^then  contracting  in  diameter, 
and  lengthening  both  downwards  and  upwards,  it  gradually  and  io 
perhaps  two  or  three  minutes,  reached  the  horizon.  The  appearance 
of  the  clouds  above,  changed  rapidly,  and  the  spout  now  appeared 
complete,  a  perfectly  cylindrical  column,  having  a  slight  progressive 
and  a  manifest  gyratory  motion.  After  continuing  thus  perfect  aboat 
five  to  eight  minutes,  it  broke  midway;  the  lower  portion  auddeoly 
disappearing  below  the  horizon,  the  upper  part  gradually  rising  up, 
going  through  the  several  changes  of  funnel*shapcd,  inverted,  bill* 
shaped  and  bag-shaped,  then  hiding  itself  in  the  dense  black  cloudi 
which  had  overshadowed  it. 

» 

Time  from  the  first  appearance  to  the  perfect  disappearance  of  the 
tpontt  was  about  15  minntea. 


6.  BAROMETRICAL  OBSERYATIONa 
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E.    Tablb 
Shewing  the  time  of  (he  first  appearance  of  seme  of  the  spring  Birds* 

Date. 

Common  Name. 

fieientific  Names,  [New -York  Faftna.] 

March  12, 
13, 

Bluebirds, 

Robins, ••••• 

Sialia  wilsoni. 
Merula  migratoria. 
Emberiza  socialis. 
Sturnella  ludoviciana. 
Muscicapa  fusca. 
Hirundo  rufa. 
Caprimulgus  vociferus. 
Dolichonyx  oryzivorus. 
Chsetura  pelasgia. 
Merula  mustelina. 
Icterus  baltimore. 

*      7 

13, 
18, 

24, 
April  28, 
May      4, 

11, 

Chipptngbirds, 

Meadow  Larks,  . .  •  •  • 

Phoebebirds, 

Barn  Swallows, 

Whippoorwill, 

Bobolink •••••• 

*      7 

12, 
13, 

Chimney  Swallows,  ,  • 

Wood  thrush, 

Golden  Oriole,  .*•••• 

F.    Table  of  Sundries. 

Fogs  occurred  eighteen  times  during  the  year. 

There  occurred  eleven  (rosts  in  September  and  October;  six  slight, 
fire  killing. 

Indian  summer  commenced  about  Oct.  25th,  and  continued  till 
about  Nov.  18th,  including  fourteen  days  unusually  smoky. 

Venus  was  frequently  seen  in  the  day  time  with  the  naked  ej% 
during  the  first  half  of  April. 

.Solar  spots  were  detected  with  the  naked  eye»  Nov.  4th. 

July    3.    Haying  commenced. 

July  19.    Harvest  commenced. 

Sep.  28.    Foliage  of  forest  trees  had  begun  to  change  coloc 

Oct,  18.    Foliage  completely  changed  in  color. 

Oct.  26.    Forest  trees  nearly  naked. 


ftitr 


[Sbmsb 


Q.    Table  Shmoing  the  progress  of  Vegetation. 


Date  of 
Tlowering. 


April 


May 


Jane 


July 
Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 

Nov. 


3 
4 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

20 

26 

27 

29 

3 

3 

6 

10 

12 

13 

16 

22 

22 

23 

25 

26 

2 

2 

8 

9 

19 

19 

22 

24 

d* 

3U 

6 

7 

17 

20 

21 

21 

1 

1 

1 

1 

29 

n 

26 


ComiBoa  MamM. 


Chiokweedf 

Sbepherilspurse, 

BreechesSower,  

DeiMi  Nettk, 

Saxifrage, 

Bloodroot,   

Liverwort, '. . . . 

Dandelion, 

Plantaiti-Ieftved  Cudweed 

Bluets, 

Windflowcr, 

E2arly  Meadow  Rue, .... 

Cowslip, 

Arrow  leaved  Violet, . . . 

False  Wakerobin, 

Sbadflower, ........... 

Common  Cherry, 

Red  Currant, .......... 

Apple, 

Field  Sorrel, 

Canadian  Columbine,.  •  • 

Cranesbill, 

Wild  Honeysuckle,  •  •  •  • 

Red  Cloyer, 

White  Clover, 

CommoQ  Daisy,  ••••••• 

Rye, 

Locust,  ••.••• 

Snowberry, •  •  • 

Yarrow, ••• 

Timothy  Grass, 

Plantain, ..« •••« 

Blue  YefvaiB, 

M«iy weed,  .•••••••    •  •  • 

Potato, 

Pubescent  False-foxglove 
Steeplf  bush,  ••••••  • .  •  • 

Snakehead,  .  •  •  •  • • 

Parnasus  Grass,  .••••.• 

Bur  Marigold,   

Sneezeweed, •  •  • 

Lady's  tresses,  .••.••••• 
Oak  of  Jerusalem,  ••.••• 

Fringed  Gentian, 

Red-liowere*!  Spurry, . . . 
Water  Chick  weed, . . . .  • 


SeientUlo  NaiiM%  [N.  T.  Flora.] 


Stellaria  media. 
Capsella  bursa- pastoris. 
Dicentra  cucullaria. 
Laoium  amplexicaule. 
Saxifraga  virgbiensis. 
Sanguinaria  canadensifl* 
Hepatica  triloba. 
Taraxacum  dens-leonia. 
Aiitennaria  plantaginifoluu 
Hedyotis  coarulea. 
Anemone  nemorosa. 
Tbalictrum  d'ioicum. 
Caltha  pftlttstris. 
Viola  sagittata. 
Trillium  erectvm. 
Amelanchier  canadeoais. 
Cerasus  vulgaris* 
Ribes  rub  rum. 
Pyrus  malus. 
Rumex  acetosellus. 
Aquilegia  canadensis. 
Geranium  maculatum. 
Rhododendron  nudiflorott. 
Trifolium  pratense. 

repens. 
Leucanthemum  vulgaie. 
Secale  cereale. 
Uobinia  pseudo-acacia. 
Symphoricarpus  racemostfik 
Achillea  millefolia. 
Phleum  pratense. 
Plantago  mljor. 
Verbena  hastata. 
Maruta  cotula. 
Solanum  tuberosum. 
Gerardia  flava. 
Spirsea  tomentosa. 
Chelone  glabra. 
Pamassia  carolihiana. 
Bideiis  frondosa. 
Helenium  autumnale. 
Spiranthes  torlilis. 
Ambrlna  botrys. 
Gentiana  crinita. 
Spergula  rubra. 
Callitriche  vema. 
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Smnuar,  January  21,  )850« 

I  send  in  the  preceding  pages,  a  copy  of  the  Meteorological  ob* 
serrations  kept  by  me  fur  the  year  1849.  This,  I  believe  is  the 
first  attenapt  of  the  kind  that  has  been  made  by  any  person  connect- 
ed with  this  institution. 

Araenia  Seminary  is  situated  in  a  valley  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
wide,  26  miles  distant  east  by  north  from  Poughkeepsie,  and  8  miles 
north  from  Dover,  the  present  terminus  of  the  Harlem  railroad.  Its 
latitade,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained  from  large  maps,  is  4P  48' 
N.,  and  longitude  as  found  by  the  same  means,  is  73^  36'  W.  from 
Greenwich.  Its  elevation,  as  ascertained  from  the  engineer  of  the 
Harlem  railroad,  is  540  feet  above  medium  tide  in  Harlem  river.  Its 
location  exposes  it  to  the  winds  from  all  quarters  except  the  west, 
ifi  which  direction  the  wind  is  obstructed  by  a  mountain  of  about 
four  hundred  feet  elevation. 

The  present  records  contain  observations  made  upon  the  thermo* 
meter,  as  nearly  as  possible  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  Regents.  Every  precaution  has  been  taken  to  avoid  any  inarcu* 
racies  which  might  arise  from  the  reflection  of  the  sun's  beat,  or 
from  the  proximity  of  any  object  much  above  or  below  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  surrounding  air.  To  be  more  certain  of  accuracy,  the 
correctness  of  the  indication  has  been  frequently  verified,  both  in  the 
usual  way  of  testing  the  thermometer,  and  also  by  changing  the  loca- 
tion of  the  instrument,  and  observing  whether  it  produced  any  vari- 
ation in  the  height  of  the  mercury.  The  instrument  used  was  mads 
by  J.  M.  Wightman,  of  Boston. 

The  record  of  the  direction  of  the  wind  and  the  state  of  the 
weather,  has  been  kept  according  to  my  understauding  of  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Regents ;  but  lam  yet  in  doubt  respecting  the  mode  of 
recording  rain,  &c.  The  instructions  say  :  (p.  50)  **  For  the  weather, 
enter  in  the  A.  M.  column  fair  or  cloudy,  as  either  of  these  aspects 
may  prevail  in  the  forenoon.  Do  the  same  in  the  P.  M.  column,  for 
the  weather  of  the  afternoon.  When  rain  or  snow  falls,  or  both  to- 
gether, instead  of  cloudy  enter  rain,  snow,  or  R.  &  S ,  for  rain  and 
SQow.''  The  natural  inference  from  this  language  is,  that  rain,  snow, 
Alc.,  are  to  be  entered  in  the  same  way  as  fair  and  cloudy,  and  in 
the  same  column,  t.  e.  whichever  prevails — of  fair,  cloudy,  rain, 
snow,  &c. — is  to  be  entered.  The  form,  likewise,  for  each  month, 
which  is  appended  to  the  instructions,  seems  to  hate  been  made  out 
in  accordance  with  such  an  understanding.  It  is  thus  that  the  weather 
column  has  been  kept  in  the  present  report 
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But  in  prescribing  rules  for  the  monthly  synopsis,  the  Regents 
add  :  (p.  5t)  *'  The  column  of  fair  ami  cloudy  days,  should  be  kept 
totally  disiincl  frrMn  that  of  rain,  snow,  &c.  •  •  •  State 
first  the  number  of  fair  and  cloudy  days  in  each  month;  then  the 
number  of  days  (no  matter  whether  on  one  day  it  rained  only  (ineeo 
minutes,  and  on  the  other  twenty-four  hours,)  on  which  rain  has 
fallen;  the  same  as  to  rain,  or  rain  and  snow."  In  this  it  seems  to 
be  implied  that  evtry  fall  of  rain,  slight  or  abundant,  should  be  re- 
corded. But  this  cannot  be  done  in  the  same  column  with  the  record 
of  fair  and  cloudy  days,  since  it  is  evident  there  may  be  an  hour's 
rain,  or  more  or  less,  \n  any  half  day,  without  giving  a  rainy  cha- 
racter to  that  half  day — the  pievailing  aspe^J  of  which  may  even 
be  fair.  In  order,  therefore,  to  keep  a  record  of  ettry  fall  of  rain» 
and  also  of  the  prevailing  character  of  the  weather  for  each  half 
day,  it  is  necessary  to  provide  one  column  for  fair  and  cloudy  days, 
and  another  for  rain,  snow,  &c.;  a  provision  which  is  not  indicated 
by  the  language  first  quoteil  from  the  instructions,  nor  exemplified  ta 
the  form,  which  "  must  be  literally  followed." 

In  the  present  report,  however,  rain,  &c.,  have  been  entered  in  the 
weather  column,  according  to  the  prevailing  aspect;  and  whenever 
rain,  &c ,  occurre«l  en  any  half  day  which  could  not  be  designated 
as  ** rainy,"  &c.,  the  fact  has  been  mentioned  among  the  '^supple- 
mentary observations,"  and  the  appropriate  entry  of  fair  and  cloudy, 
made  in  the  weather  column  for  that  half  day. 

It  was  my  dvsign  to  have  added  observations  with  the  rain  gage, 
but  I  was  unable  to  obtain  an  instrument  until  so  much  time  bad 
elapsed  that  I  saw  but  little  inducement  to  commence  my  measures 
of  the  rain  before  another  year.  I  am  now  provided  with  a  rain 
gage  13  inches  in  diameter  abovf,  and  4.5  inches  below;  and  also 
with  a  snow  vessel,  13  inches  across  at  top,  and  20  inches  at  bot- 
tom, St)  that  I  hope  the  observations  for  the  present  year  will  be 
complete. 

Observations  have  also  been  made  upon  the  barometer  and  attached 
thermometer,  at  the  same  times  as  upon  the  external  thermometer, 
but  no  reductions  have  been  applied  to  the  observetl  height  of  the 
mercurial  column.  The  instrument  used  is  a  pediment  barometer, 
made  by  J.  M.  Wightman,  having  a  tube  .12  inch,  and  a  cistern 
1*2  inch  in  diameter. 

At  the  close  of  the  daily  observations,  I  have  made  out  the  "  An- 
nual Abstra*:'t"  (A,)  in  the  form  required  by  the  Regents,  with  the 
exception  of  the  number  of  inches  of  rain.  The  monlhly  means  of 
the  thermometer  have   been  calculated   by  dividing   the  sum  of  the 
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daily  means  by  the  number  of  ilays  in  the  montb,  instead  of  taking 
half  the  sum  of  the  semi-monlhly  means.  For  the  same  reason  the 
annual  mean  has  been  estimated  by  dividing  the  sum  of  all  the  daily 
means  by  365,  isstead  of  taking  one  twellth  of  tlic  sum  of  the 
monthly  means.  The  difference  in  the  results  obtained  by  the  two 
methods  is  quite  important. 

The  Table  marked  (B.)  is  an  abstract  of  the  barometrical  obser- 
vations. It  contains  the  means  for  each  month  and  for  the  >ear,  of 
the  morning,  afternoon,  and  evening  observations,  and  also  the 
monthly  and  annual  mean  of  these  three  means.  The  means  of  the 
attached  thermometer  are  given  for  the  corresponding  times.  The 
same  table  exhibits  the  maximum,  minimum,  and  range»  for  each 
month  and  for  the  year.  The  above  means  have  all  been  calculated 
with  the  same  care  as  those  of  the  thermometer.  From  this  table  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  well  known  diurnal  variations  of  the  barome- 
ter have  not  had  any  perceptible  influence  upon  the  means  for  the 
year.  This  may  be  either  from  the  minuteness  of  these  variations, 
or  from  the  fact  that  each  of  the  barometrical  observations  is  made 
at  a  point  of  time  about  equidistant  from  the  hours  of  the  highest 
and  lowest  diurnal  rangf. 

The  table  marked  (C,)  is  designed  to  show  the  number  and  date 
of  the  occurrences  of  thunder  showers  and  heat  lightning,  with  con* 
lemporaneous  observations  upon  the  barometer.  The  mercurial  co- 
lumn is  generally  but  little  affected  by  showers  of  limited  extent,  but 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  mean  of  all  the  difTerences  in  the  table  is 
.13  inch  below  the  annual  mean. 

The  table  marked  (D,)  exhibits  the  dates  of  the  occurrence  of  the 
aurora  borcalis,  and  its  association  with  winds,  clouds,  and  storms^ 
both  preceding  and  following.  The  indications  of  this  table  ceem 
to  be  that  the  aurora  borcalis  portends  either  colder  weather  or  a 
change  of  wind,  clouds  and  a  storm. 

Table  (E,)  exhibits  the  times  of  the  first  appearance  of  some  of 
the  spring  birds. 

Table  (F,)  comprises  sundry  observations  that  might  be  deemed  of 
ioteiest.  Among  them  is  a  mention  of  the  discovery  with  the  naked 
eye  of  two  solar  spots.  These  spots  were  visible  for  about  a  week, 
near  the  first  of  November.  So  far  as  I  have  ascertained,  I  am  the 
only  person  who  discovered  them  with  the  naked  eye,  though  af\er 
being  pointed  out,  they  were  as  easily  distinguished  by  others  as  by 
myself.  The  larger  spot,  as  measured  at  the  Cambridge  Observatory, 
was  47,000  miles  in  diameter.  I  have  thus  had  |;ositive  demonstra- 
tion of  the  possibility  of  distinguishing  the  solar  spots  without  tel- 
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escopic  aid;  a  matter  wbicb  has  heretofore  been  among  aaCrooom 
a  subject  of  much  scepticism. 

(G,)  is  a  list  giving  the  common  and  screntiGc  namee  of  aoaw^if 
the  more  important  plnnts,  with  the  times  when  thej  were  fifst  ath 
aenred  in  flower.  Few,  except  the  spring  pipnts,  have  been  givaa» 
as  the  flowering  of  later  ones  was  deemeil  of  less  consequence. 

I  will  here  add  that  I  have  collected,  arrangeti  and  labeled,  nearlj 
eight  hundred  specie^  of  plants  growing  in  this  vicinity,  and  ba«e 
foTined  of  them  an  herbarium  for  the  use  of  the  Institution.  Thiak 
yet  incomplete,  but  I  hope  that  after  the  herboriaations  of  anolh* 
aeason,  there  will  be  few  species  left  out  of  the  coliectioB.  I  have 
thought  that  a  classified  catalogue  of  such  a  collection,  when  oooh 
pleterl,  would  be  an  acceptable  appendage  to  the  meteorological  i^ 
port  for  next  year. 

The  changes  of  the  wind  for  the  past  year  have  been  somewhat 
peculiar.  Ordinarily,  the  course  of  these  changes,  as  ascertained  by 
considerable  observation,  has  been  as  follows:  Commencing  with 
any  fair  day,  when  the  wind  is  north  or  norihwest,  the  wind  and 
weather  usually  remain  nearly  the  same  until  a  period  of  almast 
total  calm  occurs.  After  this,  by  degrees  a  new  wind  starts  up  from 
some  stormy  direction — NE,  E,  SE  or  S, — and  generally  continues 
until  a  storm  takes  place;  during  which  the  wind  gradually  veem 
round  through  the  several  points  of  the  compass,  until  it  reaobea 
8W,  when  the  storm  generally  ceases.  In  a  few  hours  after  this 
the  wind  usually  reaches  the  W,  NW  or  N,  and  the  clouili  grads- 
ally  disperse. 

During  the  year  1849,  the  course  of  the  changes  has  been  differ- 
lent  F\>r  instance,  in  the  storm  which  commenced  on  the  SI7tb  <if 
March,  the  wind  was  NE,  and  continued  blowing  with  conaidereUe 
*iriolence  from  that  quarter,  accompanied  with  snow  and  rain,  udlil 
the  30th,  when,  without  abating  its  force,  it  had  turned  ronnd  to  the 
Vf  and  on  the  31st  it  had  reached  the  NW,  and  the  afiernoon  of 
that  day  was  fair. 

On  the  other  hand,  on  the  1st  of  July  the  weather  was  Ykir,  and 
.the  wind  NW.  By  degrees  it  changed  to  a  north  wind,  and  then  a 
strong,  cold,  N  by  E,  and  finally  on  (he  3d,  4th,  and  btb,  a  NE,  ae- 
companied  by  some  rain.  On  the  I3th  of  the  aame  month,  a  simt- 
lar  course  of  changes  commenced.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  I4tb,  a 
%trong,  cold  NE  prevailed,  and  during  the  15th  and  16th,  the  wind 
<8tood  NNE. 

This  oscillation  of  the  wind  between  the  NW  and  NE,  through 
fae  north,  has  been  a  common  thint;^  during  the  y^sar;  while  hitherto 
|be  vibration  between  those  points  has  been  through  the  south. 
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A  very  f  erese  draught  contiiitted  thraagli  tlie  month  of  Inly*  We 
had  no  ^  rainy  "  half  day  between  the  10th  of  June  and  the  14& 
of  August ;  and  from  the  first  of  these  dates  to  the  IQth  of  August^ 
the  earth  was  visited  with  but  a  few  slight  showem. 

Observations  have  been  made  at  two  different  times  at  this  plaes^ 
upon  the  magnetic  meridian.  In  1843,  June  15th«  the  variation  of 
the  needle  was  7^  28'  W.  In  1849,  May  2d,  the  variaiio«  wu  7^ 
10' W. 

The  zodiacal  light  is  a  jAenomenon  for  which  I  wald^d  aft  the 
appropriate  times  in  the  q>riDg  and  fall,  but  I  was  at  no  time  abb 
to  discern  it 

The  foregoing  metecnrological  observations  and  remarks  are  iir  the 
use  and  consideration  of  the  Regents. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  WWCHELL. 


Amenia  Seminary,  March  7,  18S0. 
Dr.  T.  R.  Beck. 

Dear  Sir :  In  the  remarks  which  are  appended  to  the  meteorologi* 
cal  report  forwarded  to  you  with  the  annual  report  of  this  Institution, 
I  have  stated  that  observations  have  been  made  twice  on  the  mag* 
netic  meridian  of  this  place*  The  variation  of  the  needle  as  ascer- 
tained from  the  second  observation,  is  said  to  have  been  7°  10'. 

From  what  I  have  ascertained  since  sending  that  report,  I  am 
convinced  that  the  above  mentioned  observation  was  inaccurate.  In 
February  I  made  two  independent  observations  on  the  magnetic  me- 
ridian, in  the  following  manner : 

Having  driven  two  posts  firmly  in  the  ground,  in  an  east  and  west 
direction,  and  nailed  a  board  about  three  feet  long  across  the  tops, 
so  as  to  be  in  a  horizontal  position,  and  having  fastened  a  compass 
sight  upon  a  separate,  smaller  piece  of  board,  I  waited  till  about  the 
time  of  the  western  elongation  of  the  polar  star  in  the  evening,  when 
by  the  help  of  assistants  to  manage  lanterns,  I  brought  the  compass 
sight  to  range  with  the  north  star,  and  a  plumb  line  about  fiHeen 
feet  distant,  and  swinging  in  a  pail  of  water  to  avoid  agitation  from 
the  wind.  Having  adjusted  the  compass  sight  and  observed  the  star 
moving  to  the  east  below  the  pole,  the  small  board  was  tacked  with 
nails  previously  prepared,  to  the  larger  board,  and  a  stake  erected  in 
the  direction  of  the  plumb  line.  In  the  morning  a  compass  was 
placed  accurately  on  the  line  of  the  stake,  plumb  line  and  compass 
eight,  and  the  direction  of  the  needle  to  the  west  of  said  line^  was 
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itad  from  the  compftn  to  five  mmutes  of  a  degree,  and  found  to  be 

The  next  night  a  aimilar  but  entirely  independent  observation  was 
made,  and  the  above  angle  found  to  be  6^  10'.  The  average  of 
these  two  was  6°  T  30''.  Taking  now  the  polar  distance  of  the 
north  star  from  the  Nautical  Almanac,  and  considering  the  latitote 
of  the  place  to  be  41^  48',  the  azimuth  of  the  star  was  found  by 
trigonometry  to  be  1^  69'  43".  Adding  this  to  the  angle  between 
the  magnetic  meridian  and  the  star,  gave  8^  7'  13",  as  the  variaticm 
of  the  needle. 

I  was  not  certain  that  this  fact  would  be  of  any  importance  to 
you  in  your  forthcoming  report,  but  it  occurred  to  me  that  as  it  is 
the  interests  of  science  which  you  are  aiming  to  promote,  and  as 
you  have  published  in  the  other  reports,  observations  which  related  to 
time  not  covered  by  those  reports,  you  might  insert  the  result  of  the 
above  observation,  although  it  falls  without  the  year  1849.  I  have 
given  a  description  of  the  manner  of  taking  the  observation,  that 
you  might  know  the  extent  of  its  reliability. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  WINCHELL. 


Institution  fob  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  i 
Jfew-York^  January  26,  1860.      ) 

METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 
L  Pboobbss  of  Veobtation. 

1849.  1.  Plants  in  flower. 

April  2.  Poplar,  Willow,  MyrUe. 
4.  Violets  (blue).  Tulip, 
a  Dwarf  Pink,  (or  Phlox  Subularis)    White  Maple,  Etm, 

Jonquil. 
9.  Magnolia,  Red  Maple. 
13.  Apricot,  Shepherdspurse. 
20.  Currant,  Oocmberry,  Cheny,  Saxifrage. 

23.  Pead),  Primrose,  Dandelion. 

24.  BluebeU,  Spring  Beauty,  Violet  (Cucdlata.) 
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May  6.  Pear,  Narrow  Leaved  Plantain,  Veronica,  Flowering  Al- 
mond. 
11.  Apple,  Columbine,  Yellow  Rose. 

16.  Lilac,  May  Apple,  Horse  Chestnut 

17.  Hawksbill  Geranium,  Wood  Sorrel,  Fleabane,  Viburnum, 

(Lantanoides.) 
22.  Laburnum,  Snowball,  White  and  Red  Clover,  SorreL 
30.  Peony,  Syringa,  White  Daisy. 
June  2.  Choke  Cherry. 

16.  Magnolia  glauca.  Locust. 

18.  Tulip  tree.  Elder. 

2.  Fruits  Ripe. 

June  18,  Cherries,  Currants,  Strawberries. 
July  30,  Apricots,  Peaches,  Apples,  Tomatoes. 
Aug.  27,  Grapes. 

3.  Miscellaneous* 

Jan.      19,  Zodiacal  light  very  brilliant  for  half  an  hour. 
Feb.      15,  Zodiacal  light  very  briUiant  for  an  hour. 
March  11,  Sparrows  heard. 

12,  Ploughing  in  field. 

13,  Bluebirds  heard. 

17,  Frogs  heard, 

18,  Ponds  firee  from  ice. 

20,  First  steamboat  from  Albany,  (Columbia.) 
22y  Zodiacal  light,  fine  and  bright,  an  hour. 
22,  Robins  heard. 
April      6,  At  9  A.  M.  a  narrow  white  cloud  stretched  across  flie 

NE  portion  of  the  heavens,  about  3  degrees  above  the 
horizon,  about  one  degree  in  width  in  die  widest  par^ 
which  was  in  the  centre,  it  extended  from  SE  to  N. 
26,  Swallows  first  heard. 
May     17,  The  steamer  Empire  sunk,  by  collision  with  a  sdiooner, 

many  lives  lost 
June       3,  A  parhdion,  about  10  degrees  S  of  the  sun,  at  the  same 

height-^when  first  seen,  about  the  apparent  size  of 
the  sun,  but  changed  its  form  till  it  was  more  than 
twice  as  long  as  it  was  broad--a  thin  doud  had  pass- 
ed over  the  sun,  after  about  10  minutes  the  cloud  difl- 
persed  and  the  son  theme  brightly,  and  m  about  half 
an  hour  clouds  came  up  from  the  ocean  and  obscured 
both. 
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Jane    26,  Zodiacal  light,  very  bright,  cootinued  till  9.15  P.  M. 

July     1%  Sbooting  stars  in  the  eyening. 

Sept     2,  At  6  P.  M.  a  long  cloud,  very  narrow  and  stratified^  ex* 

tended  from  £  to  W  across  the  southern  horizon,  at 
an  elevation  of  about  10  degrees  in  the  S  ;  wind  veiy 
light,  NW;  smoky  sunset. 

Oct    16,  First  frost,  not  very  much. 

31 ,  A  few  flakes  of  snow  fell  in  the  afternoon* 

Nov.     1,  Ice  on  ponds  this  morning. 

n.  Atmosphebic  Phenombna. 
Aurora  Borealif. 

Jan«    22,  At  10  P.  M.  not  veiy  bright,  a  steady  white  light  coTer- 

ing  the  northern  portion  of  the  heavens. 
30,  At  9  P.  M.  a  steady  white  light. 

Feb.    19,  At  9  P.  M.  a  long  band  of  white  light  across  the|northem 

heavens. 
21,  At  10  P.  M.  a  slight,  but  steady  light 

March  18,  At  7  P.  M.  while,  two  bands  across  the  northern  horizon, 

then  streamers,  and  finally  a  steady  light. 

April  25,  At  9.30  P.M.  a  band  of  white  light  about  10  degrees 

above  the  horizon,  at  the  middle,  stretching  from  a 
little  east  of  north  to  south  of  west,  at  which  points 
it  fell  below  the  horizon,  surmounted  by  a  very  dark 
2»ne— stars  shone  through  both,  a  very  slight  haze 
prevailed. 

Sept.     7,  At  8  P.  M.  a  steady,  white  light  over  the  whole  northern 

portion  of  the  horizon. 
16,  At  9  P.  M.  a  bright  steady  light,  with  a  dark  zone  be- 
low. 

18,  At  8  P.  M,  a  long  column  of  white  light,  W  of  N,  about 

half  an  hour. 

19,  At  9  P.  M.  a  steady  white  light  above  a  dark  zone. 

20,  At  8  P.  M.  a  faint,  steady  white  light 
Od.      4,  At  9  P.  M.  a  faint  light,  but  steady. 

20,  At  9   P.  M.    to    11,    a  bright    steady  light,  stretch- 
ing across  the  whole  northern  horizon  about  15  de, 
grees  in  height,  the  upper  edge  very  distinctly  defined- 
somewhat  curved,  stars  very  distinctly  Been  throi^h  it 
Dbo.    17,  At  10  P.  M.  a  laint  light  N  W. 
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2.  Haloes. 

Jan.      1,  Solar  halo  at  10  A.  M.  continued  an  hoar  or  more. 

1,  Lunar  halo  at  7  P.  M.»  large^  to  9  P.  M. 
7,  *•  9  P.  M.,  large,  to  10  P.  M. 

Feb.      ]|  ''  7  P.  M.,  quite  large. 

2,  «  7 .  30  P.  M. 

4,  **  8  P.  M.,  small  and  some  colored  to  9  P.  M. 

March  31,  ''  8  R  M.,  large  and  distinct  8^  P.  M. 

April     7,  '<  10  P.  M ,  large  and  well  defined. 

July      8,  Solar  halo  at  12  M.,  highly  colored. 
Nov.    28,  Lunar  halo  at  6  P.  M.,  Ter}  large  and  distinct  to  10  P.M. 
Bee.      4,  ^^  7  P.  M.,  not  very  large,  colored. 

23,  ''  6 .  30  P.  M.,  large,  not  very  well  defined. 

3.  J^ainboios  and  StoMHs, 

April  10,  Rainbow  at  6  A.  M.,  wind  S  £  at  the  commencement  of 
fSfHf^  a  rain,  very  red  in  the  east,  at  the  same  time. 

Aug.    10,  Rainbow  in  the  N  £  after  a  thunder  shower  at  4  P.  M. 
Sept.     6,  Two  rainbows  in  the  £  at  5 .  40  P.  M.,  before  a  slight 

shower,  one  perfect  and  bright,  the  other  partial  and 

dim. 

4.  Lightning  without  thunder. 

May^  4,  From  6  to  9  P.  M.,  some  rain  in  the  night. 
July    21,  In  the  night,  at  the  southwest 
Aug.     9,  From  6 .  30  to  9  P.  M.,  S  and  S  W. 

6.  Thunder  Showers. 


June      4,  In  the  night,  short  and  not  very  heavy. 
'^^^  22,  About  9  P.  M.,  at  the  N,  but  within  sight. 
*'  23,  2  P.  M.,  at  the  S,  but  within  sight. 

^^^  24,  6  P.  M.  and  evening,  S,  but  within  sight. 

July  ~  14,  2  P.  M.,  S,  but  within  sight. 

26,  7  to  8  P.  M.,  heavy,  lightning  struck  in  Brooklyn. 

Ilg^l^  31,  12 .  40  P.  M.,  heavy  rain  for  one  hour 

Aug.     4,  7  •  30  P.  M.,  much  thunder  and  lightning. 

4,  8 .  40  P.  M.,  much  thusder,  not  very  heavy. 

10,  2 .  30  P.  M.,  not  heavy,  nor  much,  light  rain. 

jt3,  In  the  night,  heavy  thunder. 

3 1|  4  P.  M.,  not  heavy,  but  much  rain  for  20  minutes* 
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Sept  26,  7.30  to  10.20  P.M.,  not  muchraiii. 

Oct     23,  8  P.  M.,  not  much  rain,  20  minutei. 

Nov.     8,  7  P.  M.,  "  1  hour. 

9,  6  P.M.,  "  half  an  hour. 

6.  Snow  SU>rmf» 

Jan.      6,  Three  or  four  snow  aqoalls  in  the  afternoon,  slight 

31,  Commenced  in  the  night,  wind  N  E,  and  continued  till 
1  P.M.  of  the 
Fek      1,  Not  very  fast,  when  the  wind  changed  to  N  W,  about  1^ 

inches. 

2,  Commenced  7  •  30  A.  M.,  wind  S  W,  continued  to  night, 

when  it  rained. 
4,  Commenced  in  tiie  night,  wind  N  £,  continued  to  12  .^ 

P.  M.  of  the 
6,  Some  of  the  time  quite  fast,  about  8  inches. 
6,  Commenced  3  P.  M.,  wind  N  E,  continued  to  6  P.  M^ 

quite  light 
8,  Commenced  7  P.  M.,  wind  S  W,  continued  light  for  a  few 

minutes. 

12,  Commenced  10 .  30  A.  M.,  wind  N  E,  continued  to  12 

M;  3  inches. 

13,  Commenced  in  the  night,  wind  N  W,  slight 

18,  Commenced  in  the  morning,  wind  N  W,   continued  till 

night;  2  inches. 
20,  Commenced  3  P.  M.,  wind  N  E,  continued  to  10  P.  M.; 

1  inch. 
22,  Commenced  3  P.  M.,  wind  N  E,  continued  to  9 .  40  P.  M.  • 

^  inch. 
26,  Commenced  1.  A.  M.,  wind  N  E,  continued  to  7  A.  M. 

changed  to  rain. 
March  2,  Commenced  4  P.  M.,  wind  N  E,  continued  to  8  A.  M.  of 

the  3d;  2  inches. 
6,  Commenced  2  P.  M.,  wind  N  E,  began  rain  then  hail,  and 

then  snow,  light. 

14,  Commenced  11.46  A.  M.,  wind  N  E,  then  snow  and 

hail,  and  rain,  misty. 
26,  10 .  20  P.  M.,  wind  N  W,  continued  to  1  P.  M.  changed 
to  rain;  3  inches. 
Dec.      2,  Commenced  6  P.  M.,  wind  N  E,  snow  and  bail  tiQ  9  P. 

M.,  then  rain  ;  2  incles. 
8,  Commenced  6  A.  M.,  wind  N  W,  veiy  slight  for  an  hour 
or  more. 
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10,  Commenced  6  P.  M.,  wind  W,  continued  in  the  night,  6 
inches. 

26,  Occasional  flurries  during  the  day. 

28,  Commenced  10  P.  M,  wind  W,  continued  to  12  M,  chang- 
ed to  rain;  2  inches.  ^    j 

30,  Commenced  9.30  P.M.,  wind  W,  continued  to  6  A.M.; 
4  inches. 

24,  Commenced  in  the  night,  wind  N  W,  continued  to  7  A. 
M.,  slight;  1  inch. 

7.  Weather  before  and  after  Auroras  Ain>  haloes. 


1840. 


Aororaa  a&d  Halo«t. 


Veb. 


Jan.      h 

1, 

B 

30, 
h 

4, 

19, 
21, 

ICarehlQ, 
April    ~ 


June 

July 
Sept. 


Oct. 

Nov. 
Bed. 


16, 

18, 
19, 

4, 
17, 

23,  t 


SoUr  halo,. 
Lunar  halo, 

do 
Aurora...... 

Aurora...... 

Limar  halo, 

do 

do 

Aurora,  ....< 

do        .... 

do 
Lnnar  halo, . 

do 
Aurora,..  ••. 
Parhelion, . . 
Solar  halo,.. 
Aurora...... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Lunar  halo,, 
do 

Aurora, 

Lunar  halo, . 


Storm  preceding. 


W 
W 

N 
SW 

NW 

SW 

SW 

8W 

NW 

NE 

NW 

NW 
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S£ 

SW 
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SE 

NW 

NW 

NE 
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W 
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NW 
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Second  day 
do 
do 
Fith  do 
Day  before 
Same  day 

do 
Second 
Day  before 

do 

do 

do 

Second  day 
Day  before 

do 

do 

do 

Tenth  day 
Day  before 
Second  day 
Third 
Same 

Day  before 
Second  day 
Day  before 

do 

do 


snow, 

do 
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rain, 
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mow, 
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do 

do 
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rain, 
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do 
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iO 

do 
do 
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Storm  lucoeediag 


Fourth  day  after,  tnow. 
do       do        do 


Sixth      do 
Third     do 
Second    do 
Day  after 
Third  day 
Day  after 

do 

do 


rains 
do 
■now* 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Seccond  day  after,  rain, 
lifth       do       do     do 
Third  day         do     do 

do  do     do  I 

Day  after  do     do 

Twelfth  day     do     do 
Tenth     do 
Day  after 
Fifth  day 
Foorth  day 
Third    do 


Day  after 

do 
Fourth  day 
Day  after 
Second  day 
Day  after, 


do     do 

do 

do     do 

do     do 

do     do 

do 

do 

do     do 

do 

do     do 

■now. 


Auroras  observed,- - ...---- 14 

Solar  haloes,- - - --•••  2 

Lunar  haloes, ....--. •...  10 

Parhelion, ---- - 1 
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lie  mean  of  the  barometer  is  higher  for  the  kst  year,  thail  for 
either  of  the  preceding  nine,  and  the  temperature  has  been  rather 
below  the  average;  while  the  rare  occurrence  of  electrical  (henome- 
sa  indicates  an  unusual  state  of  the  atmosphere  during  the  summer 
months. 

The  coldest  month  during  the  10  years  was  Jan.  1840,  though 
Feb.  is  usually  the  coldest  of  the  year. 

The  warmest  month  was  Aug.  1845;  but  the  average  temperature 
of  July,  slightly  exceeds  th^t  of  August. 

The  most  rain  that  fel^MO  any  one  month  was 8. 74  inches^  in 
Aug.  1843.    The  least  quantity  was  .  35,  Sep.  1846. 

The  78  Auroras  that  were  recorded  were  distributed  among  the 
several  months  as  follows: 
Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May.  June.  July.  Aug.  Sep.  Oct  Nov.  Dec. 

9     13      6       10       6,       2        2        4        69        74 

JOHN  F.  JENKINS. 


RasvLts  of  Barometrical  Obserwiiions  made  at  sunrise^  noon 

P.  M.  dailyjfor  ike  year  1849. 

(By  John  F.  Jbiocins,  Principal  of  Iforth  Salem  Acftd«si7.) 
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ft-9 


January, . . . 
Febraary,.. 
March...... 

ApriU 

Slay,  ...... 

Jane,  

July, 

Attf^it, .  • . . 

September,. 

October, . . . 

Norember,. 

Deeember, . 

An.  meansj 


29.5SM 
.647 
.485 
.421 
.4»3 
.512 
.578 
.515 
.543 
.421 
.443 
.458 


229.4<i6 


2!^.523 
.532 
.474 
.420 
.4^7 
.520 
.586 
•526 
.551 
.424 
.444 
.432 


29.542 
.538 
.463 
.415 
.471 
.502 
.583 
.517 
.537 
.438 
.422 
.430 


2d.4m  1  29.488 


Mean. 


29.536 
.538 
.474 
.419 
.487 
.511 
.582 
.520 
.544 
.428 
.4.36 
.440 


Highest. 


29.49» 


19th, 
30th, 
23ii, 
27th, 
3d, 
18th, 
24th, 
27th, 
lO^llth 
2<ith, 
16th, 
12th, 


30.06 
30.  U2 
29.84 
29.80 
29.88 
39.79 
251.75 
29.68 
,29.«5 
29.75 
29.72 
29.85 


Lowdftt. 


5th, 
9th, 
21st, 
19th, 
]4tb, 
8th, 
Ist, 
15th, 
23d, 
7lh, 
9tb, 
22d 


28.92 
29.06 
29.00 
28.09 
28.99 
29.22 
29.20 
29.26 
29.08 
28.81 
29.07 
2S.43 


1.14 


.84 
1.11 
.89 
.57 
.55 
.48 
.77 
.94 
.65 
1.42 


Highest  degree,  Jan.  18,  30.0ii 
Lowest  **  Dec.  22,  28.43 
Annual  range, 1 .63 


Haloes  and  Parhelia. 


Dates. 


February       5, 


March 

10, 

May 

1. 

cc 

1, 

«< 

26, 

Cf 

27, 

Jnn4 

20 

July 

25, 

August 

27, 

September 

24, 

October 

28, 

November 

29. 

December 

23, 

tt 

28, 

1849. 

Lunar, 

t(     ,,, ,^, 

Solar,  11  A.  M., nil .* 

Lunar, 8P.  M., 

Lunar, 

Parhelion,  4  P.M., 

Solar,  with  prismatic  colors,  11  A.  M., 

Solar,  11  A.M., 

Lunar, 

•*     ............. .•...•••.... 

u     ,,,, , ...,,, 

*•     ••.....*..•••......••.•.. •.!!!! 

<i    '! !!'*'*""* 


Succeeding  weather. 


Snow  in  6  hours. 
Fair  3  days. 
Fair  2  daya. 


i< 


Cf 


Cloudr. 
Hainnlday. 
Fair  3|  days. 
Rain  next  day. 
Rain  2d  day. 
Fair  several  dayi. 
Rain  in  12  hours. 
Cloudy. 

Snow  in  9  hours. 
Snow  in  5  hoars. 
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GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Januajy  \7as  cold^  but  presented  more  fair  days  than  usual,  andi 
with  good  sleighing' during  the  first  half,  was  a  pleasant  month. 

February  was  considerably  below  the  average  in  temperature  anf 
Tery  windy,  with  frequent  falls  of  snow. 

March  was  at  first,  cold.    The  latter  half  was  milder  than  usuaB. 
and  wet. 

April  commenced  and  ended  with  pleasant  weather;  but  was  un**- 
commonly  cold  about  the  middle  of  the  month. 

May  was  uncomfortable;  cloudy,  cold  and  wet.    Vegetation  bac]f:«-> 
ward. 

June  on  the  contrary  was  dry  and  hot.    Vegetation  about  as  for*- 
ward  as  usual. 

July  had  some  very  warm  days,  though  not  above  the  average  B» 
a  whole*    Crops  somewhat  injured  by  drought. 

August  in  some  measure  made  up  for  the  dry  weather  of  July,  hjf 
several  copious  rains. 

September  was  mild  and  pleasant,  but  somewhat  dry. 

October  was  warmer  than  usual,  with  several  heavy  storms  of  rain» 

November  was  very  pleasant;  the  warmest  Nov.  in  ten  years. 

December  waff  of  the  usual  temperature  of  that  month,  but  had  m 
greater  proportion  than  common  of  cloudy  weather. 

Crops  of  hay  and  grain  were  abundant. 

Potatoes  sufifered  from  drought,  but  not  at  all  (in  this  town,)  from 
the  disease  that  has  affected  them  for  several  years  past. 

It  has  been  a  year  of  general  health. 

JOHN  F.  JENKINS,  JTorth  Salem. 
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^ROCHESTER  COLLEGIATE  INSTITUTE. 

Meteobic  Phenomena.  . 

•  ]849,  Jan.  25.  Slight  rain  through  the  day.  The  barometer  fell 
far  more  than  the  rain  indicated.  The  wind  had  been  S  £  through 
the  day,  passed  to  S  and  S  W  in  the  evening,  and  blew  almost  a 
gale  till  morning — grew  less  towards  noon,  and  a  calm  followed; 
barometer  rose  rapidly,  indicating  the  rapid  change  to  fair  weather; 
The  Genesee  rose  rapidly  and  became  high,  and  the  ice  moved  off 
the  river  in  the  city  on  the  27th,  a  little  farther  up  on  the  28th,  and 
a  large  quantity  came  down  from  the  south  on  the  29th. 

The  public  papers  soon  gave  the  information  that  much  rain  bad 
fallen  at  the  south,  and  that  the  storm  was  heavy  in  the  mountainous 
parts  of  Pennsylvania  and  southern  western  New- York. 

I  had  observed  before,  that  the  barometer  often  falls  rery  much 
here  when  the  principal  storm  is  at  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
even  two  or  more  hundred  miles.  We  seem  in  such  cases  to  be  on 
the  exterior  verge  of  the  storm  so  fully  indicated  by  the  barometer. 

The  same  indications  were  evident  in  the  two  days  now  to  be 
noticed. 

Jan.  31.  Cold  day  and  evening,  wind  N  £;  at  10  P.  M.  the 
wind  passed  to  south  and  S  W,  and  rose  high;  barometer  about  30 
inches  all  day. 

Feb.  1.  Weather  had  become  warmer  by  S  W  wind;  barometer 
fell  rapidly  since  last  night,  and  high  wind  came  on  with  clouda — 
wind  diminished — ^barometer  rose  rapidly,  cleared,  and  the  storm 
of  hail,  rain  and  snow  was  soon  over.  C.  DEWEY. 

Nov.  2.  Passing  from  Lewiston  down  Lake  Ontario,  tbe  sky 
being  slightly  hazy  and  some  light  clouds,  there  were  extensive  ra- 
diations of  light  on  every  side  upwards  from  the  sun  for  more  than 
an  hour  before  sunset. 

It  was  clear  that  these  radiations  do  not  depend  on  the  sun's  be* 
ing  below  the  horizon,  but  on  the  state  of  the  atmosphere,  or  ratber, 
on  the  haze  or  form  of  vapor  in  the  atmosphere. 

Two  years  ago  I  saw  similar  radiations  on  all  sides  from  the  sun 
at  two  o'clock  P.  M.  The  ^ky  was  dull,  but  the  radiations  made 
the  amount  of  vapor  and  haze  most  obvious.  Stil^  the  radiations 
were  in  distinct  lines  as  they  commonly  appear.        C  DEWEY, 

Nov.  30.  Splendid  lunar  halo  near  8  o'clock  P.  M.  The  moon 
was  near  the  full,  and  was  pacing  behind*  fleecy  clouds.     Two  cir- 
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cles  had  the  moon  in  their  centre^  each  brilliant  red  on  their  outer 
circumference,  and  passing  inwards  through  the  three  or  four  next 
primary  colors.  The  inner  circle  had  a  radius  of  about  three  diame- 
ters of  the  moon,  and  the  outer  circle  had  about  double  that  diame- 
ter.  A  little  while  after  similar  clouds,  but  nearer  the  earth,  passed 
over  the  moon  without  any  such  halo. 

The  common  solution  for  such  halos  is  the  passage  of  light  through 
minute  ice-crystals  high  in  the  atmosphere.  '  Vapor  doubtless  rises 
above  the.  point  of  congelation.  C.  D. 

Results  of  an  Ice  Shower, 

The  following  fact  was  learned  since  the  Report  made  for  1848. 

Near  Portage  in  Dec  ,  1848,  happened  an  Ice  Shower^  as  the  peo- 
ple familiarly  call  it,  for  such  have  been  previously  known  in  that 
part  of  our  State.  There  fell  in  the  day  a  heavy  wet  snow  which 
adhered  to  the  trees,  and  by  the  cold  of  the  following  night  was  fro- 
zen fast  upon  them.  The  weight  was  so  great  as  to  bend  down  the 
younger  trees  to  the  ground,  and  their  tops  were  frozen  to  the  earth. 
Some  of  these  recovered,  after  the  melting  of  the  snow,  their  upright 
position,  but  many  are  still  to  be  seen  bent  over  towards  the  earth. 
Great  numbers  of  large  trees  were  broken  ofiF  a  few  feet  from  the 
ground,  as  pines,  hickory,  maple,  ash,  &c.  There  was  not  much 
wind  aAcr  the  freezing  to  produce  this  fall  of  those  trees,  but  many 
seem  to  have  broken  off  from  the  great  weight  of  snow  pressing  on 
the  trunks,  which  were  not  perpendicular.  The  effects  have  been 
fully  visible  the  past  year,  and  the  injury  was  great  to  the  forests. 
The  Ice  Shower  extended  more  than  twenty  miles  in  length  and  seve- 
ral miles  in  width.  C«  D« 

The  Ice  Storm  occurred  on  Dec  6^  1848,  and  extended  20  mile^ 
jn  length,  and  in  breadth  entirely  across  the  Genesee  Valley  and  up 
^e  adjoining  slopes. 
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1  have  had  the  opportunity  of  comparing  this  barometer  with  a 
standard  from  Europe,  and  with  one  manufactured  with  much  care 
under  the  direction  of  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  and  of  ascertaining 
that  the  difference  between  the  three  is  very  little. 

J%under  Shower^  June  Scf,  1849. — ^The  afternoon  had  been  show- 
ery; early  in  the  evening  a  tremendous  shower  burst  upon  this  city 
and  the  vicinity.  The  lightning  and  thunder  were  incessant,  crash- 
ing and  terrific.  The  lightning  struck  in  more  than  a  dozen  places 
in  the  city,  besides  the  striking  in  adjoining  towns.  One  house  in 
Gates,  two  miles  west  of  the  city,  was  struck  three  times,  standing 
on  a  beautiful  rise  of  ground,  sandy  and  dry.  The  guilding  on  the 
frame  of  a  picture  of  Washington  was  scattered  over  the  glass  and 
much  discolored,  but  it  was  not  otherwise  injured. 

In  Greece,  seven  miles  from  the  city  on  the  Ridge  Road,  where 
the  storm  was  very  heavy,  the  lightning  appeared  to  blaze  on  the 
tire  of  travelling  carriage?,  or  to  make  the  wheels  in  a  blaze  of 
light.  In  two  cases  the  persons  were  so  frightened  by  the  appear- 
ance that  they  sought  and  obtained  shelter  for  the  night  at  the 
nearest  dwelling,  so  great  was  their  terror. 

I  have  never  known  a  people  so  terrified  and  awe  stmck  by  a 
thunder  shower  as  in  this  city.  It  will  long  be  spoken  of  as  tJie 
thunder  storm.  Not  a  few  lightning  rods  were  soon  erected  in  the 
city,  though  adequate  protection  requires  many  more. 

Stnce  the  preceding  was  written,  I  have  learned  another  fact. 

An  intelligent  gentleman  was  riding  in  this  shower  from  Monat 
Morris  to  Geneseo,  and  for  a  mile  or  two  the  wheels  of  his  bu^;y 
were  streaming  with  electricity,  actually  bright  and  flashing,  and 
appearing  to  pass  across  the  dash-board  from  side  to  side. 

Was  the  electricity  so  abundant  that  the  friction  of  the  wheels  on 
the  earth  accumulated  it,  or  was  it  passing  from  the  earth  to  the  at- 
mosphere above  ?  The  Fire  at  St.  Elm^  as  it  is  called,  is  thus  pro- 
duced, by  the  electric  fluid  passing  from  the  earth  upwards,  and 
showing  itself  on  the  masts  and  shrouds  of  a  ship,  on  fences,  posts 
and  small  trees,  from  the  difficulty  of  passing  through  the  air.  I 
have  never  heard  of  it  before  on  the  wheels  of  a  carriag^e,  though  I 
have  known  it  on  persons  riding  in  a  sleigh,  on  the  manes  and  ears 
of  horses  ;  on  stakes  and  shrubs  and  fences.  C.  D. 

Fogs  rare  in  Rochester— Uncommon  Formation. 

Fogs,  such  as  rise  from  low  swampy  ground,  from  pords  and 

aany  rivers,  rising  from  the  surface  and  densely  covering  the  earth 

to  some  distance  above,   never  are  formed   along  this  part  of  the 

Genesee.    The  valleys  of  the  Connecticut,  Housatonic  and  Hudson, 
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are  often  covered  for  great  distances  by  such  fogs.  Here,  they  never 
appear.  ^  The  last  year,  has  been  thick  fog  over  this  city  two  or 
three  times.  They  have  been  produced  by  the  settling  down  to  the 
earth  of  the  vapor  from  above.  It  sp'*eads  from  Lake  Ontario  in 
the  form  of  a  stratose  cloud,  which  gradually  settles  down  till  the 
city  and  surrounding  country  is  enveloped  in  a  dense  fog.  Some* 
times  such  a  cloud  comes  within  a  few  hundred  feet  of  the  earth, 
from  which  the  light  of  a  fire  or  of  a  furnace  is  beautifully  reflectedy 
but  no  fog  appears  at  the  surface  of  the  earth.  In  all  these  cases, 
the  vapor  rising  from  the  Lake,  appears  to  be  condensed  by  coming 
into  a  colder  atmosphere  till  its  w^eight  brings  it  towards  or  down  to 
the  surface  or  ground.  C.  D. 

"  Coronation  of  Winter" 

Rev.  Dr.  Hitchcock,  President  of  Amherst  College,  gave  this  title 
to  a  discourse  on  a  splendid  ice  phenomenon  sometimes  seen  in  win- 
ter. I  have  lately  learned  from  an  intelligent  witness  of  thjs  phe- 
nomenon in  the  adjacent  town  of  Mendon  in  this  county,  another 
instance  of  its  appearance.  In  the  winter  a  rain  fell  in  considerable 
quantity,  and  congealed  on  the  forest  trees  in  icicles  and  fine  crystale 
in  the  evening  and  night.  Next  morning  was  cold,  and  the  trees 
were  loaded  with  ice.  As  the  sun  shone  on  the  forest,  the  whole 
was  resplendent  with  the  prismatic  colors.  No  language  can  des- 
cribe the  splendor  of  the  scene.  C.  D.    , 

Height  of  Various  Places.- — I  have  taken  pains  to  ascertain  the 
level  of  some  places  south  of  us,  derived  from  the  records  of  the 
canal  survey,  and  starting  from  the  bottom  of  the  Erie  canal,  at  Ro* 
Chester. 

Level  of  some  places  South  of  Rochester. 

From  Rochester  to  Mt.  Morris, ---     96      feet 

^*     Mt.  Morris  to  Deep  Cut, 529  8    " 

"     Deep  Cut  to  Canadea, 103  8    •' 

*     Canadea  to  Summit, 252  0    " 

Ascent, 981  6    " 

"     Summit  to  the  Allegany  at  Clean, 86  0    *' 

"    Clean  above  Rochester, - 895  6    " 

{*    Rochester  to  tide- water,  descent, -  606  0    ** 


C.  D. 
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Monthly  variation  in  the  level  of  Lake  Ontario,  measured  from 
the  surface  of  the  dock  downwards  at  the  mouth  of   Oenesee  river, 
hj  H.  T.  Spencer,  Esq. 
1849. 

January  1, 3  feet  2  inches  below 

February  1, 3    «   2       " 

March  1, 3    «   4       « 

April  1, 2    «  10      « 

May  1, 2    «  0       « 

Junel, 1    «   9       « 

July  1, 2    "8       " 

August    1, 2    «   3       « 

September  1, 2    "   9       '' 

October  1, 2    "   2       « 

November  1, 2    «    2       « 

•December  1, 2    «   5       " 

December  31, 2    "    9       « 

By  comparison  with  the  reported  heights  for  1S47  and  1848»  it 
«ctos  that  the  Lake  is  highest  in  the  summer  months,  when  the 
ttihed  snows  and  spring  rams  have  poured  their  discharge  from  the 
vipper  lakes  into  Lake  Ontario.  In  1848  and  1849,  the  Lake  was 
liigh  in  December  from  great  amount  o£  the  rain  of  the  autumnal 
oaonths.  C.  DEWEY. 

Ice  on  Lake  Ontario. 

The  great  depth  of  this  lake  prevents  the  formation  of  ice  to  any 
distance  from  the  shore,  as  it  does  not  become  enough  reduced  in 
temperature  till  March  or  April.  Then,  if  there  should  be  a  consi- 
derable depression  of  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  ice  may  be 
formed  over  a  small  part  of  the  surface  of  the  lake.  But  this  is 
care.  I  stated  to  the  Regents  on  a  former  occasion,  that  in  March 
1836,  the  lake  froze  from  Niagara  to  Toronto,  about  thirty-eix  miles, 
mo  that  ice  extended  forty  or  more  miles  from  the  western  shore. 

I  have  just  learned  from  H.  T.  Spencer,  Esq.,  who  resides  at  the 
inbuth  of  the  Oenesee,  that  the  same  fact  occurred  on  Sabbath  night, 
April  8th,  1849,  and  that  the  ice  three-eighths  of  inch  thick,  ex- 
tended from  Niagara  to  Toronto. 

From  observations  I  reported  to  the  Regents  in  1838  it  was  seen 
<faat  the  temperature  of  the  lake  was  only  four  degrees  above  freez- 
ing point  in  the  middle  of  May,  for  many  miles  in  the  middle  part 
<jf  the  lake.  C.  DB  WEY. 
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The  Year — Productions. 

The  year  1849  has  been  highly  productive  in  vegetable  Tife. 
TSe  crops  of  grain  and  hay  have  been  generally  large,  and  db  yield 
in  Western  New-York  considerably  above  the  average. 

The  quantity  of  peaches,  plums,  cherries  and  apples  has  been  far 
less  than  usuaL  The  apples  were  few  over  a  large  extent  of  the 
State  and  of  some  other  states.  The  failure  was  not  owing  to  the 
long  severe  weather  of  February,  for  the  trees  were  abundant  in 
blossoms,  but4o  the  cold  and  heavy  rain  in  the  last  of  May,  which 
happened  when  our  peach  trees,  apples,  &c.,  were  in  that  state  of 
forwardness,  when  cold  and  rain,  even  without  a  frost,  usually  pro. 
duce  this  effect.  Along  the  lake,  where  the  blossoms  were  later, 
the  fruit  was  not  destroyed.  This  was  true  too  on  the  northern  shore 
of  the  lake  in  Canada.  By  the  severe  thunder  shower  of  June  Ist,- ' 
the  trees- dropped,  in  this  vicinity,  their  destroyed  fruit,  entirely  in 
many  orchards.    Cherries  were  considerably  abundant. 

Cultivated  strawberries  and  raspberries,  a  fruit  of  high  luxury^ 
abounded. 

Grapes  attained  their  usual  proportion,  though  the  crop  was  not 
as  large  as  common. 

The  potatoe  has  given  a  good  yield,  generally  free  from  the  ro^ 
especially  where  grown  on  light,  sandy  soil. 

The  expectation  of  the  Asiatic  Cholera,  and  its  appearance  in  our 
city  on  June  20th,  led  to  unusual  caution  in  the  use  of  the  fruits  of 
summer.  To  this,  and  the  great  e£^ts  in  cleansing  the  city,  with 
much  perseverance,  with  the  scattering  of  lime  in  streets  and  alleys, 
is  to  be  attributed  the  perservation,  under  Providence,  of  the  people . 
from  its  severe  ravages.  C.  D. 
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9.   PrELIMTNART   ArRANORMKNTS  for   KSTABLISHINO  A  NEW  SYSTEM    OP 

Mbteorolooical  Observations  and  PROFhSsoR  Guvot's  Rkfort 

ON  THE  SAME. 

The  Legislature  of  1849,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the 
Regents  of  the  University,  made  in  several  of  their  Annual  Reports, 
granted  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purchase  of  Meteorological  Instru- 
ments,  and  the  establishment  of  various  stations  for  observation  with 
them  throughout  the  State. 

j^  As  it  was  understood  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution  had  in  view 
the  establishment  of  a  similar  system  throughout  the  United  States, 
an  interchange  of  views  was  immediately  had,  and  a  general  plan 
agreed  upon.  The  summer  and  autumn  were  consumed  in  the  con* 
■truction  of  the  various  instruments,  and  which  were  intended  to  be 
the  best  of  their  kind. 

Professor  Ouyot  long  known  in  Europe  as  a  profound  scholar  ia 
this  branch  of  science  ^and  now  resident  at  Cambridge,  (Mass.,)  was 
appointed  to  visit  the  stations  that  had  been  selected  by  himself  and 
Professor  Henry — after  a  careful  study  of  the  map  of  the  State — as 
the  best  adapted  for  the  purpose. 

The  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  Regents  will  be  understood  by 
a  perusal  of  the  following  papers. 


University  of  the  State  of  New-York 

Mbany,  fTop.  19,  1849 


RK,> 
•        5 


CIRCULAR. 

To  the  Trustees  and  Principal  of 

Jlcademjf. 
Gentlemen: 

You  are  all  familiar  with  the  S}*stem  of  Meteorological  Observa- 
tions, established  by  the  Regents  of  the  University,  uuder  the  pa* 
tronage  of  the  Legislature,  in  1825.  A  number  of  Academies  have 
continued  to  make  their  Annual  Reports  up  to  the  present  time,  and 
the  results  of  these  are  universally  acknowledged  both  in  Eur(^e  and 
this  country,  to  have  aided  in  advancing  the  science  of  Meteorology. 

With  the  progress  of  improvement  and  the  development  of  new 
discoveries,  this  science  has  of  late,  scarcely  kept  pace  with  the  gen* 
eral  increase  of  knowledge,  and  the  Regents  have  for  several  years 
felt  (and  have  so  repeatedly  represented  to  the  Legislature,)  that  their 
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present  arrangement  was  scarcely  compatible  with  the  increase^  de- 
mands upon  it.  The  phenomena  of  storms  have  attracted  great  and 
deserved  attention.  It  is  a  mighty  problem  whether  human  ingenu- 
ity cannot  so  far  discover  or  foretell  their  approach,  as  somewhat  to 
pi^vent  the  fearful  loss  of  life  and  property  with  which  they  are  usu- 
ally accompanied.  The  regularity  or  the  alternations  of  the  tempe- 
rature>  when  accurately  ascertained  in  various  parts  of  our  State, 
may,  (as  they  have  been  already  in  a  certain  degree,)  be  applied 
with  advantage  to  the  labors  of  the  husbandman  in  the  introduction 
of  new  articles  of  culture  and  in  the  improvement  of  agricultural 
processes.  Again,  a  proper  study  of  climate  as  to  its  heat  and  cold, 
dryness  and  moisture,  and  all  its  other  incidents,  can  alone  furnish 
us  with  safe  data,  by  means  of  which  we  can  ever  hope  to  eradicate 
epidemic  and  endemic  diseases,  or  at  least,  mitigate  their  severity. 

These  are  but  a  few  of  the  considerations  which  justify  and  re- 
quire the  full  investigation  of  Meteorological  Phenomena  by  the 
public  authorities.  The  Colleges  .and  Academies  of  this  State  are 
the  proper  agents  for  this  purpose,  and  it  is  hoped  they  will  enter  on 
it  with  cheerfulness  and  ardor. 

An  appropriation  was  obtained  from  the  Legislature  for  the  years 
1849  and  1860,  to  establish  and  organize  a  new  system  of  Observa- 
tions. The  whole  summer  has  been  occupied  in  making  the  required 
instruments,  which  for  the  presefit  will  consist  of  a  Barometer,  Ther- 
mometer, Rain  and  Snow  Gage  and  Wind  Gage  or  Vane. 

On  a  conference  with  Professor  Henry  of  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, it  is  ascertained^that  a  plan  is  forming  to  carry  out  a  similar 
system  over  the  whole  United  States.  Many  of  the  Telegraph  Com- 
panies, extending  from  Maine  to  New-Orleans,  have  promised  their 
aid  in  communicating  the  approach  of  Storms,  &c. 

The  Regents  are  desirous  of  commencing  a  system  as  early  as  pos 
sible.  For  this  purpose  they  have  engaged  the  services  of  Professor 
GuiOT,  late  of  Neuchatel,  in  Switzerland,  long  devoted  to  the  Sci- 
ence and  known  by  his  work  on  Physical  Geography,  lately  pub- 
lished <in  this  country,  to  visit  the  Academies  that  have  been  select- 
ed— to  carry  with  him  the  instruments  for  each — to  direct  and  aid 
in  putting  them  up,  and  also  to  give  all  necessary  instructions  as  to 
the  method  of  observing  and  of  recording  the  results. 

Should  you  agree  to  engage  in  this  matter,  you  will  please  to  fa- 
cilitate his  labors  as  rapidly  as  possible,  as  the  season  is  advancing 
and  be  will  need  all  his  time. 

Printed  directions  are  preparing  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
relative  to  every  matter  to  be  attended  to.  -These,  and  the  forms  ne- 
cessary, will  in  due  season  be  transmitted  to  you. 
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As  to  the  ^remuneration,  that  it  will  he  in  the  power  of  the  Re- 
gents to  grant,  I  am  instructed  to  state  that  with  the  means  appro- 
priated,  it  cannot  for  the  present  exceed  thirty  dollars  per  annum. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  if  the  plan  prospers,  and  for  this  we  must  greatly 
depend  on  the  observers,  that  the  allowance  will  be  increased.  But 
at  present,  the  appeal  is  to  the  public  spirit  of  the  State  Collegiate 
and  Academic  Institutions,  to,  at  least,  commence  this  important 
work. 

By  order  of  the  Regents, 

T.  ROMEYN  BECK, 

Secretary^ 
f  Professor  Ouyot  continued,  until  the  advanced  season  and  bad  state 
of  the  roads,  rendered  it  impossible  to  transport  delicate  instiumentB 
without  injury.  The  same  reason,  owing  to  our  untoward  and  very 
wet  spring,  has  prevented  him  from  resuming  his  remaining  duties* 
but  it  is  hoped  that  he  will  be  enabled  to  complete  them  during 
June. 

In  March  last,  the  Regents  received  the  following: 

PROFESSOR  GUYOrS  REPORT. 

CAHBBiDaB,  Mass.,  March  21stf  1850. 
To  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  JfeuhYork : 

Gentlemen — ^Having  accepted  tlS^  honorable  invitation  addressed 
to  me  to  undertake  the  establishment  of  Meteorological  Stations  in 
the  State  of  New-York,  under  the  care  of  the  Regents  of  the  Uni* 
versity  of  that  State,  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  to  your  hon- 
orable body  a  preliminary  report  upon  what  was  done  before  the 
winter  for  that  object. 

In  a  conference  with  Prof.  J.  HeAry,  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  at  New-York  city,  the  best  form  to  be  adopted  for  the 
rain  and  snow  gages,  and  for  the  windvanes  was  discussed,  and  the 
instruments  ordered.  The  barometers  and  thermometers  already  fin- 
ished, were  examined,  and  some  improvements  recommended.  At 
the  same  time  a  preliminary  project  for  the  most  suitable  distribu- 
tion of  the  stations  over  the  state  was  drawn  up,  which  project  was 
afterwards  submitted  to  Dr.  T.  Romeyn  B^k,  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Regents,  examined  again,  and  definitively  settled  by  adding  seve- 
ral stations,  which  seemed  to  be  very  desirable  for  the  completion  of 
the  whole  system. 

The  instruments  furnished  to  the  stations  of  observation,  according 
to  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Regents,  are  a  Barometer,  a  Thermome- 
ter, a  Rain  gage,  a  Snow  gage  and  a  Windvane. 
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The  first  step  to  be  taken  vis  to  go  into  a  carefal  ezaminatio& 

and  coicparison  of  the  instruments  with  standard  instruments,  deserv- 
iDg  full  confidence,  in  order  to  ascertain  their  differences,  to  fix  the 
correction  to  be  applied  to  each  of  them,  and  thus  to  be  able  to  es- 
tablish an  exact  correspondence  between  them,  and  also  between 
their  indications  and  those  of  other  observatories  in  this  country  and 
abroad. 

As  soon  as  the  instruments  were  ready,  I  went  to  New-York  to 
attend  to  this  matter.  I  beg  leave  to  state  here,  in  a  few  words, 
the  result  of  this  my  examination. 

The  barometers  made  by  James  Green,  in  New- York,  are  cistern 
Barometers,  with  a  constant  level.    The  variations  of  the  level  of 
the  mercury  in  the  cistern  are  corrected  before  every  observation,  1>y 
means  of  a  screw  which  brings  the  surface  of  the  mercury  to  the 
zero  poiut,  or  to  the  bottom  of  the  scale.    The  barometrical  tube  is 
enclosed  in  a  cylindrical  brass  covering,  upon  which  the  scale  is: 
engraved.    The  scale  is  provided  with  a  vernier,  which  enables  the 
observer  to   read   directly   the   height  of  the   mercury  to  a  hun* 
dreth  of  an   iuch,  and  to  estimate  very  closely   the  thousandths* 
A  thermometer  is  attached  to  the  brass  tube,  the  reservoir  of  whichi 
is   also  covered  with  a  brass  envelope,  so  that  being  placed  in 
the  same  condition  as  the  barometrical  tube,  it  may  indicate  truly 
its  temperature.     Twenty-^hree  barometers,  bearing  each  a  peculiar 
number,  were  carefully  compared,  during  three  different  days,  by  over 
150  obser\ations,  with   a  standard  Fortin  barometer  by  Ernot,  in 
Paris,  and  a  Standard  barometer  by  Newman,  in  London,  belonging 
to   the  Smithsonian   Institution.     The  relation  of  the  Fortin  Ernot 
barometer  with  the  best  standard  in  Europe  having  been  ascertained 
by  a  direct  comparison  with  the  well  known  standard  of  Command- 
ant  Delcros,  in  Paris,  the  correspondence  of  the  barometers  by  T« 
Green  with  the  observation  abroad  may.- be  considered  as  established* 
An  additional  confirmation  of  the  results  has  been  obtained   by  the 
comparisons  I  made  of  the  Fortin  Ernot  with  the  Newman  Standard 
of   Cambridge,  Ma&<*.,  observatory,  of  Prof.  1^.  Pierce's  in  the  same 
place,  of  Columbia  College  in  New-York,  and  of  the  British  observa* 
tory  in  Toronto.    The  constant  total  correction  to  be  applied  to 
each  of  the  barometers  destined   to  the  stations,  including  that  for 
capillary  action  was  thus  determined,  and  a  record  of  all  Uie  compa- 
risons was  kept  for  reference. 

The  result  of  this  examination  and  of  these  comparisons,  proved 

the  barometers  by  J.  Green  to  be  good  and  trustworthy  instiuments;* 

and  th^y  will  be  still  more  so  when  several  improvements  I  indioated 

in  the  mode  of  construction,  shall  hcye  been  applied  to  them. 
[Senate,  No.  113.]  30 
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Toirty-stx  tbennom^ters  by  the  sade  maker,  hare  been  compared 
at  difierent  points  of  their  scale,  by  over  two  hundred  comparisons 
with  two  standards  by  Bunten,  in  Paris,  and  a  standard  of  Trough- 
ton  &  Simms,  in  London;  the  last  one  belonging  to  the  observatory 
of  Cambridge,  Mass.  Twenty-four  of  them  were  chosen,  the  differ- 
ences of  which  were  found  small  enough  to  be  safely  neglected  in 
Meteorological  observations.  A  record  of  the  comparisons  was,  in 
like  manner,  kept  for  reference. 

The  raingaages  made  by  M.  M.  Pike  &  Son,  in  New-York,  con- 
sists in  an  inverted  cone,  or  funnel,  having  an  aperture  of  one  hun- 
dred square  inches,  the  funnel  terminating  in  a  tube  which  carries 
the  rainwater  into  a  vessel.  The  quantity  of  the  water  is  measured  in 
a  cylindrical  glass  divided  into  a  hundred  parts,  each  part  holding  a 
cubic  inch  of  water.  By  this  arrangement,  one  inch  of  rain  in 
depth  falling  into  the  gauge  makes  a  sheet  of  one  hundred  cubic 
inches  of  water,  which  fills  the  whole  glass,  and  each  of  the  hun- 
dred divisions  of  the  same  corresponds  to  one-hundredth  of  an  inch 
0f  rain  in  the  gauge.  Another  smaller  glass  gives  the  thousandths 
of  an  inch,  and  may  serve  as  a  substitute  for  the  larger  one  in  case 
of  accident. 

The  snowguage  is  a  simple  cylindrical  vessel  of  zinc,  30  inches 
high,  with  a  cock  at  the  bottom  to  draw  off  the  water,  after  the 
snow  is  melted.  Its  opening  being  one  hundred  square  inches,  like 
that  of  the  raingauge.  The  melted  snow  is  measured  in  the  same 
graduated  glass  as  the  rainwater. 

The  windvane.  is  a  thin  sheet  of  metal,  nearly  three  feet  long,  care- 
fully balanced  by  a  ball  of  lead.  It  is  fixed  At  the  top  of  a  wooden 
rod  which  descends  along  the  walls  of  the  building,  or  through  the 
roof,  to  the  window  of  the  observer.  It  terminates  in  a  steel  pivot, 
moving  upon  a  piece  of  cast-iron,  which  bears  a  dial  indicating  the 
different  points  of  the  compass,  and  divided  into  degrees.  The  rod 
bears  an  index  which  marks  on  the  dial  the  direction  of  the  wind.  The 
observer  is  thus  enable^  to  read  the  direction  of  the  wind  in  the  night, 
and  during  storms,  as  well  as  in  the  day  time,  and  in  clear  weather, 
a  very  important  arrangement  for  the  study  of  storms. 

As  to  the  distribution  of  the  stations  over  the  State,  two  principal 
objects  were  kept  in  view;  the  propagation  of  the  great  barometrical 
waves,  or  the  law  of  storms,  and  the  special  climate  of  the  differmt 
regions  of  the  State,  as  regards  temperature,  humidity,  &c.  For 
the  first  object  a  distribution  of  the  stations  at  equal  distances  would 
be  the  most  appropriate;  but  for  the  second  we  must  take  into  ac- 
count all  the  physical  circumstances,  such  as  the  configuration  of  the 
surface  of  the  country,  the  elevtftion  above  the  ocean,  the  neighbor- 
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hood  of  mountains,  of  large  (oreMs,  of  great  sheets  of  water,  or  of 
the  sea,  the  exposure  to  certain  winds,  &c.  In  order  to  combine,  aa 
far  as  possible,  the  advantages  of  both  methods,  the  State  has  been 
divided  into  physical  regions,  and  in  each  region  the  stations  have 
been  distributed  in  the  manner  which  seemed  to  correspond  best  with 
those  demands.  Their  number  will  be  such  that,  except  in  a  few 
cases,  they  will  never  be  farther  apart  than  50  miles. 

Nature  itself  seems  to  have  marked  out  in  the  State  by  the  very 
forms  of  the  soil,  by  the  disposition  of  the  deep  valleys,  and  high 
mountains,  of  the  large  depression,  several  physical  regions  which 
are  the  following  : 

1.  The  Southern  or  Maritime  Region, 

2.  The  Eastern  or  Region  of  the  Highlands  and  Catskill  motm* 
tain,  with  the  valleys  of  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk. 

3.  The  Northern,  or  the  Region  of  the  Adirondack  mountains,  iso* 
lated  by  the  deep  valleys  of  the  Mohawk,  Lake  Champlain,  St. 
Lawrence  and  Lake  Ontario. 

4.  The  Western  or  the  Region  of  the  western  plateau,  with  the 
small  lakes  and  the  sources  of  the  rivers. 

6.  The  Region  of  the  great  lakes  Erie  and  Ontario.  Each  of 
those  regions  will  be  provided,  as  far  as  circumstances  permit,  with 
a  number  of  stations,  as  well  on  the  elevated  portions  as  in  the  val«^ 
leys,  suflScient  for  ascertaining  the  principal  features  of  their  respec- 
tive climate. 

The  choice  of  a  suitable  locality  for  a  meteorological  post  being 
settled,  the  establishment  of  the  station  requires  the  following  ar* 
rangements : 

The  first  and  most  important  care  to  be  taken  is  to  determine  the 
best  place  for  the  instruments  ;  for  the  errors  arising  from  a  wrong 
situation  of  them  may  be,  according  to  the  cases,  as  large,  if  not 
larger  than  those  coming  from  a  bad  construction,  or  from  a  want  of 
skill  in  the  observer  ;  the  more  so  that  these  errors  are  constant,  and 
without  compensation.  The  placing  of  the  thermometer  and  of  the 
wiAdvane  especially,  presents  many  difficulties  which  cannot  always 
be  entirely  removed. 

The  barometer  must  be  fixed  in  its  box  to  the  wall  In  a  sheltered 
place,  and  in  good  light.  ^ 

The  thermometer  needs  to  be  sheltered  against  the  sun,  the  rain 
and  the  radiation,  by  a  screen  of  lattices  and  a  little  roof. 

The  windvane  must  be  fastened  strongly  upon4he  roof  of  the  build- 
ing, the  rod  placed  exactly  vertical,  so  as  to  move  freely,  the  index 
parallel  with  the  plan  of  the  vane  ;  the  dial  correctly  fixed  accord- 
ing to  the  points  of  the  compass. 
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The  rainguage  must  be  arranged  in  an  open  yard,  and  put  in  a 
barrel  buried  in  the  ground,  so  that  its  opening  may  not  be  far  from 
the  surface. 

After  these  arrangements  the  observer  must  be  taught,  if  necessa- 
ly,  how  to  manage  the  instruments,  and  observe  them  with  caution 
and  accuracy,  particularly  the  barometer.  He  must  get  accustomed, 
by  repeated  trials,  to  bring  the  level  of  the  mercury  in  the  cistern  to 
the  zero  point,  to  fix  accurately  the  vernier,  and  to  read  the  height 
of  the  barometrical  column  to  the  thousandth  of  an  inch.  The  ob- 
server must  be  furnished  with  a  model  of  the  journal,  and  receive 
instructions  upon  the  mode  of  recording  the  observations,  of  reduc- 
ing and  correcting  them,  of  taking  the  daily  and  monthly  means, 
&c.,  so  as  to  prepare  them  for  publication. 

An  important  fact  more,  to  be  ascertained,  is  the  exact  elevation 
of  the  place  of  observation  above  the  ocean. 

These  various  matters  have  been  attended  to  at  all  the  stations 
which  were  visited  in  the  months  of  November  and  December  of  the 
last  year.  The  elevations  were  determined  barometrically,  with 
reference  to  the  level  of  the  Erie  canal  at  different  points. 

The  season  being  too  much  advanced  to  establish  the  stations  all 
over  the  State,  it  has  been  thought  best  to  begin  with  the  posts 
situated  along,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  line  from  New-York, 
through  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk  valleys  to  Buffalo  ;  crossing  the 
state  from  east  to  west,  in  the  direction  the  most  interesting  for  the 
march  of  storms. 

The  stations  which  have  been  furnished  with  the  above  instru- 
ments  are  the  following  : 

I.  Maritime  Region,  New-York  citv. 

I.  Rutgers  Institute.  2.  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute. 
3.  Flatbush,  Erasmus  Hall.  4.  North  Salem. 

II.  Eastern  Region,  Valley  of  the  Hudson. 
5.  Newburgh.  6,  Hudson. 

7.   Albany. 

m.  Valley  of  the  Mohawk  and  Vicinity. 
8.  Canajoharie.  9.  Cherry  Valley. 

ft).  Utica. 

IV.  Wkstern  Region. 

II.  Pompey  Hill.  12.  Ithaca. 

13.  Seneca  Falls.  14.  Geneva  College. 

15.  Rochester.  16.  Buffalo. 

17.  Lewiston. 
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All  the  windvanesi  rain  and  snowguages,  which  were  ready  hav* 
ing  been  employed,  the  posts  of  Newburgb,  Hudson,  North  Salem, 
Ufasmus  Hall,  and  the  two  in  New-York  city,  did  not  receive  those 
three  histruments  at  that  time,  but  if  they  are  not  provided  with,  at 
the  present  moment,  as  they  should  be,  according  to  the  order  given 
to  the  maker,  they  will  be  so  in  a  very  short  time. 

Printed  blankforms,  with  extensive  instructions,  tables  of  reduc* 
tion,  etc.,  will  be  issued  in  a  short  delay,  by  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, and  will  be  sent  to  the  observers. 

I  cannot  help  expressing  my  regret  that  the  hygrometer  is  want- 
ing in  the  set  of  instruments  furnished  to  the  meteorological  posts. 
The  humidity  of  the  atmosphere  is  such  important  an  element  in  the 
climate*  that  its  investigation  should  be  considered  as  necessary  as 
that  of  temperature  and  atmospheric  pressure,  the  more  so  that  the 
knowledge  of  it  renders  the  barometrical  observations  much  more 
valuable.  The  cost  of  a  wetbulb  instrument,  which  I  should  wish  to 
recommend,  would  be  comparatively  very  small,  and  its  establish- 
ment, in  these  circumstances,  would  add  nothing  to  the  charges. 

Before  closing,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  here  a  beautiful  compliment 
to  the  meteorological  system  of  the  State  of  New- York.  In  com- 
pliance with  the  directions  received  from  Prof.  J.  Henry,  Secretary 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  who  secured  the  co-operation  of  the 
presidents  of  the  telegraph  lines,  I  placed  a  barometer  and  a  wind- 
vane  in  the  telegraph  offices  of  New-York,  Albany,  Syracuse  and 
Buffalo.  The  state  of  the  barometer,  the  direction  of  the  wind  and 
the  weather  at  each  of  these  stations,  will  be  thus  recorded  every 
day  at  Washington,  and  a  storm  coming  from  the  west  will  be  an- 
nounced at  any  place  along  the  line  before  it  reaches  it,  and  in  the 
maritime  cities  long  before  it  arrives  at  the  coast.  A  5th  station 
will  be  established  on  that  line,  at  Utica,  the  next  season.  This  is 
only,  it  is  hoped,  the  beginning  of  an  extensive  system,  from  which 
science,  as  well  as  the  whole  community,  may  expect  the  happiest 
results. 

The  organization  of  the  remaining  stations  will  begin  again  as 
soon  as  the  season  shall  be  favorable  for  travelling  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  State. 

When  the  whole  system  shall  be  in  full  operation,  I  shall  consider 
it  my  duty  to  submjt  to  the  Board  of  Regents  all  the  details  which 
the  scientific  world  has  a  right  to  expect,  and  which  will  secure  to 
the  observations  made  under  the  care  of  your  honorable  body,  the 
scientific  rank  to  which  they  will  be  entitled. 

I  remain,  with  high  regard,  and 

very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  GUYOT,  ProfMor. 
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P.  S.  A  communicatioD  dated  May  27,  has  been  received  from 
Professor  Guyot  at  Washington,  stating  that  the  deiay  in  publishing 
the  Instructions  for  Meteorological  obserrations,  occasioned  by  the 
ordinary  causes  among  artists,  is  nearly  overcome,  and  that  they  will 
Tery  shortly  be  issued.  Prof.  Guyot  will  immediately  on  their  pul>- 
lication  visit  the  remaining  stations  that  have  been  aelected. 
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L  PRELIMINARY  REPORT 

On  tbe  Observations  of  the  Aurora  Borealis,  made  by 
the  non-commissioned  Oifficers  of  the  Royal  Artil* 
lerjTy  at  the  various  guard  rooms  in  Canada. 

(  By  GaftAxn  LxFBOTy  R.  A.^  F.  R.  S. ) 

(  From  a  copy  received  from  the  antJior.) 

The  system  of  Observations  on  the  Aurora  Borealis,  permitted  by 
Colonel  Dynely,  C.  B.,  at  my  request^  to  be  made  at  all  our  regi- 
mental guard  rooms^  under  tbe  sanction  of  the  oiEcers  in  command, 
has  now  been  continued  for  two  years  in  Canada,  and  for  one  year 
in  Nova  Scotia  and  Newfoundland.  I  have,  therefore,  pleasure  in 
communicating  to  the  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  who 
have  interested  themselves  in  the  subject,  a  short  account  of  what 
has  been  done,  for  the  sake  of  the  encouragement  which  the  results 
afford  for  persevering  in  the  undertaking. 

The  printed  instructions  dated  11th  October,  1848,  expressed  in  a 
few  words  the  objects  in  view  in  keeping  these  registers.  They 
were  :  (1.)  To  ensure  the  observation  of  every  Aurora  which  should 
be  visible  in  Canada,  so  as  to  aSbrd  a  better  criterion  of  the  actual 
frequency  of  the  phenomenon  than  can  be  given  by  observations  at 
any  one  station.  (2.)  To  supply  the  means  of  judging  bow  far  vari- 
ationa  of  the  Magnetical  Elements,  shown  by  the  instruments  at 
Toronto,  during  cloudy  weather,  might  be  connected  with  Aurora 
visible  elsewhere.  (3  )  To  furnish  data  for  computing  the  height  or 
distance  of  the  luminous  region  from  the  earth.  (4.)  Lastly,  40 
throw  some  light  on  the  question  whether  or  no  the  same  Aurora  is 
not  sometimes  seen  under  considerably  different  forms  by  observers 
stationed  not  very  far  asunder. 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  enter  into  some  of  these  enquiries  until 
all  the  materials  for  comparison  are  accessible,  including  the  Obser- 
vations made  in  the  United  States  under  the  instructions  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  and  those  published  in  the  Regents'  Reports* 
I  shall  confine  myself,  therefore,  at  present,  principally  to  the  first 
0f  them. 
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In  the  year  1848,  Aarora>  or  Auroral  Light,  was  ohaenred  at  To- 
ronto on  69  nigbtSv  although  for  Ihe  last  six  months  of  the  year  no 
observation  was  made  after  midnight.  This  number  is  exclosiTe  of 
5  observations  of  a  luminous  appearance  jn  the  clouds,  referred  to 
Aurora,  but  not  perfectly  determined.  Observations  are  to  be  foond 
at  other  of  our  stations  on  many  of  the  same,  and  on  57  other  nights^ 
exclusive  of  one  doubtful  one:  making  a  total  of  126  decided,  and  6 
doubtful  appearances  in  Canada.*  There  are  about  46  nights  in  the 
year  on  which  it  was  clouded  at  all  the  stations;  if  we  omit  these» 
the  proportion  is  10  observations  to  every  26  nights  on  which  ob- 
servation is  not  wholly  precluded  by  the  state  of  the  sky — or  39 
per  cent. 

This  proportion  is  greater  than   that  given  by  any  one  station 
taken  singly.    We  have — 
AtQuebec  in  1848,62  observations  to  188  practicable  nights, 28  percent 

Montreal,  41      201        20 

Kingston,  64      218        29    

Toronto,  69      -        207        33    

London,  C.W.,  33      178        19    

It  is,  however,  probably  less  than  the  truth,  as  far  as  it  expresses 
the  actual  frequency  of  the  phenomenon,  as  I  have  considered  obser- 
Tation  to  have  been  possible  whenever  nothing  to  the  contrary  is 
stated,  which  is,  most  likely,  more  than  the  facts  would  warrant; 
moreover,  when  we  consider  the  short  duration  of  some  of  the  dis- 
plays, and  how  close  to  the  horizon  .others  of  them  occur,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  believe  that  we  have  noted  every  one,  even  on  nights  whea 
the  sky  was  clear;  it  is  probably  set  down  as  clear  in  many  instances 
when  it  was  sufficiently  clouded  near  the  northern 'horizon  to  pre- 
vent a  feeble  display  from  appearing.  The  dates  included  in  the  list 
at  which  it.  was  seen  at  all  the  stations,  which  extend  along  a  line 
of  600  miles,  are  Jan.  11,  16;  Feb.  21,  23,  24;  March  16,  24; 
April  1,  2,  6,  6,7,29;  Aug.  2i;  Nov.  16.  On  several  other  oc- 
casions it  was  seen  at  every  station  at  which  the  state  of  the  dcy  per- 
mitted it;  but  there  are  one  or  two  instances  of  clear  sky  at  stations 
not  recording  Aurora  which  was  seen  elsewhere. 

Aurora,  or  Auroral  Light,  was  observed  at  Toronto  in  1849,  on 
63  nights,  exclusive  of  5  entries  of  an  uncertain  character — the  ob- 
servations terminating  at  midnight  throughout  the  year.  The  other 
stations,  including  Newfoundland  and  Halifax,  add  70  mpre,  exclu- 
sive of  2  doubtful  ones:  making  a  total  of  133  certain,  and  6  un- 
certain appearances,  in  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,   and   Newfoundlandf 

•Ineliidhi(f  Newfoundland  for  IfoTember,  and  part  of  Dceanber. 

t  On«  of  tha  uneartain  appaarancaa  at  Toronto  it  confirmed  bf  ollifi  nliartmioni 
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The  area  included  this  year,  measured  from  London,  C.  W.,  to  New- 
foundland, extends  about  1150  miles  from  east  to  west;  and  meas- 
ured  from  Quebec  to  Halifax,  about  140  miles  from  ndrth  to  south* 
Owing  to  this  great  extent,  there  are  but  few  nights  (24)  clouded  »t 
all  the  stations,  and  omitting  these,  the  proportion  is  39  per  cent,  or 
exactly  the  same  as  before.     We  have  at — 

Newfoundland,  in  13  months,  or  from  26th  Nov.  1848,  to  3 1st  Dec.  1849, 

•    69  observ.  to  178  practicable  nights,  or  33  per  cent 
Halifax,  in  10  months,  or  from  14th  Jan.  to  31st  Oct.  1849, 

30  observ.  1o  136  practicable  nights,  or  22  percent. 
Quebec,  in  12  months  of  1849, 

44  observ.  to  182  practicable  nights,  or  24  per  cent 

Montreal,  26      ( Descriptions  imperfect.) 

Kingston,  34      178  19      

Toronto,  63      199  f  31      

London,  26      172  15      

In  this  list  there  are  but  two  Auroras  seen  at  all  the  stations  with- 
out exception:  they  occurred  on  Feb  27,  and  July  23.  There  arc 
eleven  dates  at  which  it  was  seen  at  Newfoundland  and  London  or 
Toronto,  but  missed  at  some  of  the  intermediate  stations.  These 
dates  are— Jan.  14,  Feb.  19,  March  17,  April  24,  July  31,  Aug.  12, 
Sept  12  and  18,  Oct.  7  and  30,  Nov.  28.  None  of  the  stations, 
singly,  give  quite  so  many  appearances  as  the  previous  year;  the 
five  Canadian  stations,  which  gave  121  appearances  in  1848,  give 
but  99  in  1849,  the  remainder  being  made  up  from  the  other  com- 
mands. 

These  observations,  having  been  continued  throughout  the  night, 
may  be  referred  to  for  testing  an  apparent  law,  which  was  noticed  in 
the  observations  made  by  Serjeant  Henry  and  myself  at  Lake  Atha- 
basca, in  the  winter  of  1843-4,  and  which  is  fully  confirmed  by  the 
series  at  Toronto,  namely,  that  the  Aurora  Borealis  does  not  appear 
with  equal  frequency  at  all  the  hours  of  darkness,  but  is  subject, 
like  most  other  phenomena  in  Meteorology,  to  influences  having  a 
diur  nal  period  as  well  as  an  annual  one  The  present  series  places 
he  hour  of  maximum  frequency  at  10  or  11  P.  M.;  probably  a 
onger  continuance  will  be  necessary  to  fix  it  accurately. 
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The  Aurora  appears  in  Canada  in  exery  month  of  the  year.    The 
greatest  number  of  observations    is  in  April,    anil   there  is  a  very 
marked  excess  in  February,  March  and  April  of  each  year  over  any 
other  period.    Taking  them  by  the  seasons,  there  are— 
In  the  Spring,  March,  April,  May,  1848      40      1849        41 
Summer,  June,  July,  Aug.,      "  21         *•  29 

Autumn,  Sept.,  Oct.,  Not.,     '*  31         «  34 

Winter,  Dec,  Jan.,  Feb.,      1848-9  37      1S49-50  (about)  80. 

I  believe  that  this  number  of  observations  is  greater  than  has  ever 
before  been  made  in  so  Iowa  latitude, and  lam  inclined  to  think  that 
it  is  very  high  even  for  Canada.  The  greatest  number  of  Observa- 
tions at  Toronto  in  any  previous  year  ^ince  1840,  was  37,  in  1846; 
the  average  of  the  ten  years  being  35.  The  greatest  number  in  any 
one  year  (from  1837  to  1848)  collected  in  the  Regents'  Reports,  is 
75,  the  average  50.  The  greatest  number  observed  by  M.  Hansteen 
at  Christiana,  in  Norway,  Lat.  60^  from  1837  to  1846,  in  any  one 
year,  is  52 — the  average  33.  This  result  is  not  more  than  may 
have  been  expected  from  the  great  advantages  afforded  by  the  ilutiea 
of  the  N.  C.  Officers  on  guard,  for  observations  of  the  kind,  and  from 
our  coibparative  proximity  in  geographical  position  to  the  magnetic 
pole,  with  which,  in  some  way,  not  at  present  well  understood,  the 
phenomenon  appears  to  be  connected.  But  it  is  highly  satisfactory 
to  find  that  the  pains  taken  have  been  so  successful.  For  the  next 
twelve  months,  observations  will  be  continued  at  Toronto,  through- 
ont  the  night,  and  the  Observatory  will  be  provided  with  a  number 
of  self-registering  instruments,  recording  every  change  of  the  mag- 
netic elements  mechanically.  Hence  it  will  be  of  great  consequence 
not  to  lose  the  key  which  Auroral  displays  at  a  distance  may  possi* 
bly  afford  to  those  movements  in  a  single  instance. 

At  some  of  the  stations  the  N.  C.  Officers  have  got  out  of  the 
habit  of  attempting  to  describe  what  they  see.  This  is  to  be  re- 
gretted. Measurements  with  the  wooden  quadrant,  or  careful  esti- 
mations of  the  heights  and  azimuths  of  arches,  are  frequently  want- 
ing, and  the  time  is  not  always  stated.  This  remark  applies  partic- 
ularly to  the  termination  of  the  displays,  which  are  frequently  said, 
in  general  terms,  to  have  lasted  until  daybreak;  in  all  such  cases, 
the  observer  should  state,  as  nearly  as  he  can,  the  latest  moment  at 
which  he  was  sure  of  seeing  the  light — watch  its  extinction  atten- 
tively, and  endeavor  to  decide  for  himself  whether  that  is  the  conse- 
quence of  the  increase  of  daylight,  or  of  the  actual  termination  of 
the  phenomenon.  Very  early  appearances  should,  for  similar  rea- 
sons, be  particularly  described;  for  instance,  it  is  recorded  to  hare 
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been  seen  at  London,  C.  W.,  on  the  21th  July,  1848,  at  (  p.  7 
P.  M.,  which  is  but  a  few  minutes  aAer  sunset.  Such  a  rare  obser- 
vation should  have  every  possible  confirmation.  These  particulars 
might  at  least  be  noted  with  very  little  trouble  at  the  hours  of  going 
rounds.  I  should  be  glad  also  to  see  a  more  explicit  statement  every 
morning  of  what  the  character  of  the  night  has  been,  as  regards  the 
possibility  of  observing  Aurora,  so  as  to  give  some  precision  to  the 
rough  calculation  attempted  above  of  the  per  centage  of  nights  in 
which  it  is  seen,  to  nights  in  which  it  could  be  seen  if  it  occurred. 
The  expression  of  ^*  fine  night"  is  ambiguous.  In  any  statement  of 
this  kind,  the  point  to  be  chiefly  referred  to  is  the  condition  of  the 
northern  half  of  the  sky — the  rest  is  of  little  consequence.  I  should 
be  obliged  by  a  memorandum*  on  the  next  Register  of  the  nature  of 
the  look-out  at  each  station,  and  how  nearly  down  to  the  horizon 
the  view  from  N£  to  NW.  extends;  some  difference  in  this  respect 
is  perhaps  the  reason  why  the  observations  are  more  numerous  at 
some  stations  than  at  others^ 

Dates  of  all  the  Observations  included  in  the  foregoing  compari* 
eon.  The  stations  are  expressed  by  their  initials: — N.,  Newfound- 
land; Q.,  Quebec;  M.,  Montreal;  H.,  Halirax;  K.,  Kingston;  T., 
Toronto;  L.,  London,  C.  W.;  P.,  Penetanguishene;  F.,  Penelon 
Falls;  B.,  Bruce  Mines,  Lake  Huron.  The  last  three  are  additional 
stations,  from  which  I  have  been  favored  with  communications. 

1848. JANUARY. 

3— K.  T.  16— K.  T.  L. 

9— L.  23— K. 

11— K.  T.  L.  28— M.  T.  L. 

16— K.  L.  29— K. 

FEBKUART. 

6— Q.  M.  K.  21— a  M.  K.  T.  L. 

7— Q.  M.  K.  T.  22— T 

8— Q.  M.  K.  T.  23— Q.  M.  K.  T.  L. 

12— M.  24^Q.  M.  K.  T.  L. 

13— M.  25.— Q.  M. 

14_M.  T.  28— Q. 

20— L.  29— K. 

MARCH. 

1 — M.  T.  20 — Q. 

6— M.  K.  T.  •  23— Q. 

8— T.  L.  24— Q.  M.  K.  T. 

10~K.  27— T. 

14— a  M.  T.  30— M.  K. 

16— Q.  M.  K.  T.  31— T.t 
19— K.  T. 


iro.ii3.j 


2S6 


iruu 


1— Q.  M.  K.  T.  L. 
2— Q.  M.  K.  T.  L. 


4— K.  T. 
6— Q.  M.  K.  T.  L. 
e—a  M.  K.  T.  L. 
7—0.  M.  K.  T.  I* 
9— M.K. 
15— M.  K.  T. 


7— M.  K.  T. 

8— Q.T. 
17— Q.  T. 
18— Q.K. 

3— M.  K 


■AT. 


16— K. 
17— Q. 
20— Q. 
21— K.  H.  T. 
23— T.  L, 

24r— T. 

26— Q.t 

29— Q.  M.  K.  T.  L. 
30— a  M.  K.  T. 

22— K. 
24— K.  T.  L. 
26— K.  T. 
26— T. 
31— E.  T.  L. 


linn. 


22— T. 


9r-M. 

JVLT. 

29— Q.K.T. 

»— K.  T.  L. 

24— L. 

4— K.  T. 

27— L. 

6— K. 

28— K. 

10— a  M. 

29— K. 

11— K.  T. 

ATOSBT. 

. 

1     M.  K. 

21— Q.  M.  K.  T.  L. 

3— M. 

22— Q.  M.  L. 

8— a  M.  K. 

T. 

gBFrmnm. 

28— T. 

3— Q.  K 

20— T. 

4— Q.  M.  K. 

T, 

29— T. 

17— K. 

30--T. 

18— Q.  K. 
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OCTOBBB. 

■ 

2—Q. 

24— T. 

4— Q. 

26— Q.  T. 

8— Q.  M.  K.  T. 

27— Q. 

17— T.t 

28— Q. 

18— T. 

29— K. 

19- L. 

30— Q. 

22— K.  T.  L. 

31— K.  T. 

23— M.  K.  T. 

- 

MOVBMBSB. 

* 

10— T.? 

22— Q.  T. 

15— T.? 

23— Q.  K.  T.  P. 

16— T. 

26— T.? 

17— Q.  M.  K.  T.  L.  P. 

26— N.  Q,  K.  T.  L. 

18— Q.  T. 

27— N.  T. 

19— Q.  T. 

30— M. 

21— T.  L. 

DBCBMBEB. 

2— N. 

19— Q.  L. 

8— K. 

21— N. 

13— N. 

22— K. 

14— N. 

23     N.  P. 

17     Q.  K.  T.  L. 

26— N. 

18— N.  K.  T.  L. 

26— N.  Q  M.  K. 

1849.> 

-JANVART. 

7— N.  Q, 

22— T. 

11— Q. 

23— N. 

14^N.  Q.  K.  T.  H. 

26— N. 

17     P. 

f 

26— T. 

VBBBUABT. 

3— Q. 

19— N.  Q.  H.  T. 

9—Q. 

20— N.  Q.  H.                    • 

12— Q.  M. 

; 

21— Q.  H. 

13— Q.  H.  T. 

22— N. 

14— T. 

23     N. 

16— N.  Q.  M.  P. 

26— Q. 

16— N.  Q.  T.  L. 

26— N.  K.  T:  p. 

17— P. 

27— N.  Q.  M.  K.  T.  L.  H.  P. 

18— Q.  K.  T.  L.  P. 


^ft^mi  m 


WMSBm 


6— Q. 

26— T.  a 

9— L. 

26— T.  L. 

15— K. 

27— T. 

17— N.  Q.  K.  T.  li.  H.  B. 

30— N.  K.  T.  L. 

18— Q.  M.  K.  T.  L.  B. 

,31— T. 

21— T. 

APBO. 

1 

i^T.  a 

20— N.  T.  iJ. 

2— Q.M.  L. 

21— Q.  a 

4— a 

22— N.  T. 

11— K. 

24— N.  M.  K.  !«. 

13— M.  T.  a 

25— N. 

14— Q. 

?6— N, 

16— N. 

27— N.  Q. 

16— T.  L.  a 

28—1* 

17— N.  Q.  M  a 

• 

29--Q.,lM 

18— N.Q.M. 

30-r-N. 

* 

wa. 

• 

1— Q.a 

21~T. 

•—a 

23— T.t 

11— N.  a 

26— K.T, 

14— T.  L. 

17— T.  a  27— M. 


JUMIb 


»-Q. 

20— N.  Q.  T.  1.. 

8— K. 

22— T. 

M— Q. 

24— K.L. 

16— Q.t 

26— at 

17— M. 

27-^ 

^pT^M* 

s 

mil- 

8W^*^^» 

-«Mr. 

WT'^TTV** 

»h-v. 

j5?rrT. 

|2»rHa.?. 

ci*mn»  T» 

,23r-|»..ft.|I..IL.T.)iLA. 

10— T. 

•i^frrrT. 

(Ji^ri4* 

31— N.  Q.  M.  K.  T.  I«. 

itamte^No.  113.] 

31 

AVeOST. 

«— T. 

18— T.  L, 

4— N.  K. 

20— N. 

12-Ci.  T.  F. 

L. 

21— K.  T. 

13— N.  M.  K. 

SBPTBIOIB. 

22— Q.H. 

3— Q. 

17— T.  F. 

7— N.  T. 

18— N.  Q.  M.  K.  T.  H.  F, 

8— K.  T.  L. 

19— Q.  M.  H.  F. 

9^M. 

21— H. 

12— N.  K.  T. 

H. 

2t— K.T. 

16— N.  M. 

2»— N.  Q.  M.  K. 

• 

OCTOBER. 

7— N.  Q.  M. 

K. 

T.'L. 

18— K.  T.  H.  L. 

9^M. 

19— K.  H. 

10— T. 

20— K. 

13— Q.  K.  T.  L. 

• 

21— N. 

14— Q.  M.  T. 

H. 

L. 

24— M.  T. 

9 

17— N.  K. 

• 

30— N.  Q.  T.?  L. 

NOTBHBBB. 

10— N. 

21— T.  ? 

la— T.  K. 

26— T.? 

13— T. 

26— Q.T. 

14— K.  T. 

27— K. 

16— F. 

28— N.  Q.  M.  T. 

18— K.  T. 

29— N. 

191— T.I 

DECEMBBB. 

11— M.  T. 

18— T. 

13— N.  T. 

20— N. 

I 

i 

•   I 

i 


I  will  only  add  that  these  ObservatioDS  promise  to  furnish  a  teIu- 
able  body  of  information  respecting  the  Aurora;  and  will  have  a  yerj 
important  bearing  on  the  Observations  to  which  the  establishment 
at  Toronto  is  devoted.  While,  therefore,  I  take  this  occasion  of 
conveying  my  thanks  to  my  brother  Officers,  and  to  the  H.  C  offi- 
otrs*  of  ihe  Regiment,  for  their  assistance,  I  beg  to  renew  my  re- 
quest that  the  Sfystem  be  persevered  in.  c-3 


Magnbttgal  Obssbtatort,       } 

^,  1850. ) 


J.  H.  LEFRQT. 


Tonmto,  nth  March^ 


NcllS.]  899 

Instbuctions  op  Obsbrtatiors  of  TBB  AirtORA.* 

N.  C.  Officers  on  Guard  have  an  opportunity  of  observing  at  eye* 
ry  second  hour  whether  any  Aurora  is  visible,  and  by  encouraging 
the  more  intelligent  of  the  men,  when  their  posts  are  favorably  situa- 
ted for  the  purpose,  to  notice  and  report  any  display  of  short  duration 
which  may  occur  in  the  intervals,  will  be  able  to  state  every  morn- 
ing whether  Aurora  has  been  seen  at  all  during  the  night,  and  if  not, 
whether  the  state  of  the  sky  was  favorable  or  otherwise  to  observa- 
tion.   Private  observers  should  make  a  regular  practice  of  looking 
for  Auroras,  every  clear  evening,  from  dusk  to  as  late  an  hour  as  may 
be  convenient,  recording  the  result  whether  there  has  been  an  Aurora 
or  not,  together  with  the  times  of  observation.    The  notes  may  be 
short,  but  they  should  be  clear  and  precise.    Wet  or  cloudy  evenings 
should  be  noted. 
Auroral  Phenomena  may  be  divided  int6  the  following  classe^^— 
(1.)  A  faint  light  in  the  north  without  definite  form  or  boundary. 
(2.)  "A  difiused  light,  defined  by  an  arch  below." 
(3.)  Arches  resembling  the  rainbow  in  size  and  form,  but  of  a 
uniform  white  color,  sometimes  retaining  their  apparent  position  for 
a  considerable  time  without  change. 

(4.)  ^^A  dark  segment  under  the  arch,"  if  any  star  can  be  distin- 
guished within  this  space,  the  circumstance  should  be  particularly 
noted. 

(5^  ^^  Floating  patches  of  luminous  haze  or  cloud." 
(6.)  Beams,  rays,  streamers,  transverse  and  serpentine  bands, 
sometimes  tinged  with  color,  and  undergoing  more  or  less  rapid 
changes.  It  may  be  necessary  to  define  the  last  two  expressions—^ 
Transverse  bands  are  frequently  nothing  more  than  arches  which  have 
advanced  nearly  to  the  zenith,  or  perhaps,  have  passed  it,  and  retain 
their  regularity  of  form,  although  now  projected  nearly  as  straight 
lines.  Serpentine  bands  rather  resemble  curtains  of  light,  and  un- 
dergo in  their  outline  changes  like  those  of  the  folds  of  a  curtain, 
they  are  usually  the  most  brilliant  part  of  a  display. 

(7.)  *' Auroral  Corona,  or  a  union  of  beams  a  few  degrees  to  the 
south  of  the  zenith." 

(8.)  ^^A  sudden  appearance  of  dark  clouds"  in  the  region  recently 
occupied  by  the  Aurora. 

(9.)  ^*  Sudden  appearance  of  haze  over  the  whole  face  of  the  sky." 

(10.)  Lastly,  a  disposition  in  light  clouds  at  a  great  elevation,  to 

arrange  themselves  during  daylight,  in  parallel  lines,  crossing  the 

•  The  origrinal  initraetiont  are  here  extended  and  improred  by  the  incorporation 
of  •ome  partienlart  from  thOM  iwned  by  the  Bmithtonfaa  Inttitate. 


600  i^rxsm 

iiieridian<«t(9ifht  «|||le%  h9B  btat  firtquenUiy  ^iv^tctad  to  be  cm- 
.BicMd  with  the  Auroii^^.Qr  with  a.comaiQii  source. 

:The  obsenrer  diould  stele  in  plain  and  definiteliBQguage  the^geue- 
.sal  character  of  the  Aurorii^ .with  reference  more, particularly  to  the 
,£Mi^oing  characteristics.  At  Canadian  Stations  every  obsecration  qf 
.the  iusijmiths  o£the  extremities  of  an  arch,  when  they  are  well.defin- 

^  itsiapan  along  the  horizon,  its  hejght  above  it,  or  its  place 
.amoQgsthe  stars,  will  be  valuable  for  comparison.  At  all  stations 
^helimejit  which  thcljlght  passes  to  the^south  of  the  ;senith  should 
, if, possible  be. stated,  as  well  as  the  precise  times  of  very  brilliant  or 
.active  displayfy  which  frequently  last  but. a  few  minut/es.  Lastly,  it 
^should  be  noted  how  nuich  beyond  the  zenith*  to  the  soutbi  the  bands 
jaf  J^ght  descend.  The  degree  of  brilliancy  may  be  denoted  hgr  the 
term-— Faint,  Moderate,  Bright,  Very  Bright. 


DURINe    27  YBABS-  AT  NBWBWVy  (VsRVOKX,).  BTi  Mr.    JOHN8OII9 
OF  t^T  TOWlf. 

(The  obt«rya^ioiit  above  aHiMled'to,  wfre  tendered  to  the  Regents  ffr  examina- 
tion. The]r<  ar^  of  interett^  fromtlieleofftii.of  time  during^  whi^h  Ihejc  hare  been 
continneU,  and  alto  from  the  potition  ofr  the  place,  being  a  frontier  t0wn  of  the 
United  Statca,  and  probably  the  most  northern,  at  whfeh  ^sontlnnoat  tablet  hare 
beea  preief!7ed^  The  Regente  aceortiinr ly  cant^,  the  rednetii^n  of  tke  obeenm* 
tlont.  Th^  following  deter}ptl<|n  G»f  ^^wbury  it  ^nithed  by  the  .'ton  of  tbe 
obtenrer.) 

Newbufy  is  the  npitb-enst  town  of  Orange  county,  Vei|Qont  It 
is  sitaatej.onttbeGonneciicut  river^  5!QQ  ipilqs  north  ofjHartfcrd,  Con* 
Hectic ut.  The.  Okbpw,  where  Mr.  Johnson  rcsideSj^is  a  meadow  of 
about  50Q<acres»  around  which  the)  Connecticut  flows^  and  is  named 
from  its  peculiar  shape.  Newbury  is  wholly  an  agriculti^l  town. 
Its  lengtl|(  upoatbe  rivecis  eight  ipileSy,  ^^d  its  breadth  six  miles. 
The  ioterprs^)  lapds  on  its  banks^  between  the  towns  of  Newbury  and 
Havrehilli  are  broad  and*  fertUe,  13^e,  th/9se  further  south  at  Deeirfield 
and  Nortbampton^  Mass.  The  Indians,  called  this  intenral  "  Coos- 
suck,"  or  tba  beautiful  meadows.  To  the  north-^ast  of  the  Oxbow, 
about  2&  miles  distant,  rise  the  Franconia  mountains,  and  to  the 
8outb-eas(  about  15  utiles*  distant,  tpwers  Moosehillock,  3000  feet 
high,  upoQ  whose  summit  snow  falls  every  month  in  the  year.  The 
eastern  slope  of  the  Green  mounti^ins  is  in  Topsham,  the  town 'west 
of  Newbiiry,  and  spurs  and  ridges  of  the  great  chain,  com^  down  to 
the  banks  of  the  Connecticut.  I|alf  a  mile  out  of  the  Otbow  is  a 
range  of  high  hilfe  from  whose  summits  can  be  seen  the  granite 
peaks  of  the  White  mountains  at  the  east,  and  kt  the  west  the  round- 
ed and  wooded  tops  of  the  Green  Mountains. 
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"  Miscellaneous  Observations. — ^I  expected  the  difference  between 
my  early  account  of  the  prevailing  wind.*!,  and  that  for  a  few  yean 
past  would  be  noticed.  The  wind  through  this  part  of  the  valley  of 
the  Connecticut,  generally  blows  nearly  north  or  south,  varying  a 
trifle  only  on  the  surface  of  the  earth.  A  few  years  since  I  observed 
that  the  wind  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  varied  very  much  from  the 
course  of  the  clouds,  and  I  commenced  conforming  my  journal  to  the 
course  of  the  high  winds.  The  course  of  the  clouds  is  a  more  sure 
indication  of  the  coming  weather,  whether  fair  or  stormy,  than  the 
lower  winds.  I  have  frequently  remarked  that  when  the  clouds  flew 
directly  from  west  to  east,  the  wind  on  the  surface  of  the  earth  blew 
sometimes  from  the  north  and  sometimes  from  the  south.  And  when 
the  wind  came  directly  from  the  east  the  same  phenomenon  was  ob- 
servable. 

"Our  winds,  as  their  course  is  indicated  by  the  clouds,  blow  many 
more  days  in  the  year  from  the  southwest,  west  and  northwest,  or 
between  those  points,  than  from  all  other  quarters  of  the  heavens. 
As  indicating  the  course  of  the  clouds  my  early  records  are  errone- 
ous.    They  merely  show  the  course  of  the  winds  through  the  OsAow.^^ 

1824.  September  24.  Moosehillock  covered  with  snow. 

1825.  March  15.  Robins  appeared. 

1826.  The  sun  did  not  shine  from  February  27  to  March  10,  twelve 

days. 
April  12.  Connecticut  river  frozen  over  on  the  night  of  the 

12th  April,  the  first  time  it  was  ever  known  to  freeze 

over  in  April,  after  being  clear. 
May  14.  Bobolinks  first  came. 
August  28.   12  inches  of  rain  fell. 

1827.  May  1.  Snow  fell  12  inches  deep. 
May  8.  Moosehillock  white  with  snow. 
October  7.  Moosehillock  covered  with  snow. 

1828.  October  12.  Wild  geese  flew  South. 
1830.    May  10,  23,  25,  26.  Frost  nights. 

March  21.  Robins  appeared. 
October  25.  Snow  on  Moosehillock. 
November  11.  Wild  geese  flew  South. 
December  11.  Aurora  very  brilliant. 
1832.   March  17.  Robins  appeared. 

April  20.  Hills  covered  with  snow. 

From  the  25th  November,  1831,  to  January  2,    1832,  it  did 

'  not  thaw  at  all  any  day. 
August  25.  Moosehillock  covered  with  snow. 
August  26.  Hard  frost. 
[Senate,  No.  113.]  33 
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1832.  November  20  and  December  1.  Snovp  fell  18  inches  deep. 

1833.  June  9  and  1 1.  Snow  on  Moosebillock. 

November  13.  Bright  scintillations  in  the  sky  overhead;  star 
shoots,  sparkled  and  darted  in  every  direction. 

1834.  February  22.  A  thunder  shower  at  10  o'clock  P.  M. 
March  5.  Aurora. 

March  6.  Robins  appeared. 

April  27.  Snowed  on  the  hills. 

May  13.  Hills  white  with  snow. 

May  15.  Snow  fell  two  feet  deep;  sleighs  were  used  all  next 

day,  the  16th. 
October  6.  Snow  on  Moosebillock. 

1835.  May  6.  Swallows  came. 
May  8.  Wrens  came. 
November  17.  Aurora. 

1836.  February  17  and  22.  Aurora. 
April  22.  Aurora. 

April  1.  Wild  geese  flew  north. 

April  2.  Robins  appeared. 

April  5.  Peedees  appeared. 

May  11.  Bobalinks  appeared. 

August  10.  Frost. 

August  12  and  30.  Aurora. 

September  3.  Snow  on  Moosebillock. 

October  9.  Moosebillock  covered  with  snow. 

1837.  January  25.  Aurora,  splendid  arch,  from  west  to  east. 
January  26.  Aurora  at  8  o'clock. 

April  6.  Aurora. 

April  21.  Aurora. 

May  6.  Wrens  came. 

May  12.  Bobalinks  and  golden  robins  appeared. 

May  21.  Plum  trees  blossomed. 

August  25.  Aurora  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

September  13.  Snow  on  Moosebillock. 

September  20.  Moosehillock  white  with  snow. 

1838.  February  21.  Aurora  8  o'clock  P.  M. 
March  25.  Robins  appeared. 

April  4.  Blackbirds  appeared. 

April  7.  Frogs  peeped. 

April  12.  Aurora  9  o'clock  P.  M. 

April  30.   Aurora. 

May  1.  Aurora. 

May  9.  Wrens  came. 
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September  14,  15,  16.  Aurora  in  the  evening. 
October  28.  Snow  on  the  hills. 
December  13,  14.  Aurora  in  the  evening. 

1839.  January  12.  At  noon  mercury  80^  above  zero 
January  14.  Aurora. 

March  15.  Aurora. 

April  3.  Blackbirds  appeared. 

April  16.  Aurora,  slight. 

April  21.  Aurora,  slight. 

August  28.  Slight  aurora. 

August  29.  Frost. 

September  3.  Bright  aurora. 

September  4.  Slight  aurora. 

September  14.  Slight  aurora. 

November  18.  Aurora  in  the  morning. 

1840.  January  3.  Aurora. 
January  3.  Aurora. 
January  4.  Aurora. 
April  5^4.  Aurora. 

May  9.  Mountains  in  New  Hampshire  white  with  mow. 
September  1.  Slight  aurora  in  evening. 
September  22.  Moosehillock  white  with  snow. 
October  20  and  22.  Slight  aurora. 
December  21.  Aurora  morning  and  evening. 

1841.  January  8<  Great  freshet;  Connecticut  broke  up  and  over^ 

flowed  the  meadows. 
February  8.  Aurora. 
February  15.  Aurora. 
Februry  23.  Aurora. 
March  11.  Slight  aurora. 
March  14,  15,  17,  22,  24.  Aurora. 
April  30.  Hills  white  with  snow. 
June  4.  Frost,  morning. 
November  28.  Halo  round  the  moon  at  8  P.  M. 

1842.  January  11,  15.  Aurora. 

January  13.  A  meteor  burst  at  6  A.  M.  a  little  west  of  north. 

about  i  of  the  distance  from  the  horizon  to    the  north 

star. 
June  6.  Snow  on  Moosehillock. 
June  12  and  14.  Moosehillock  white  with  snow. 
September  23.  Snow  on  Moosehillock. 
November  2.  Shooting  stars  evening;  5  about  9  o'clock  P.M. 
November  21.  Aurora. 
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1843.  March  4  and  29.  Aurora. 

March  20.  Comet's  tail  to  be  seen  all  the  eveniog. 

April  3.  Good  sleighing. 

April  6.  Snowed  ten  inches. 

Maj  31.  Snow  fell  three  inches  deep  on  the  high  lands. 

June  1.  Moosehillock  white  with  snow. 

July  2.  Hail  storm;  hail  stones  six  inches  in  circumference. 

July  20.  Frost  in  the  morning. 

July  25.  Aurora. 

September  1.  Moosehillock  white  with  snow. 

September  30.  Slight  aurora  with  streamers  at  8  o'clock  P.  M. 

October  23.  Snow  fell  12  inches  deep. 

1844.  March  29.  Aurora. 

May  19.  Snow  still  lies  on  Moosehillock. 
July  5.  A  slight  frost. 
September  17.  Aurora. 
September  27.  Snow  on  Moosehillock. 
September  30.  Snow  on  the  hills. 
1846.   January  9.  Aurora  in  the  evening. 
February  24  and  25.   Aurora. 
April  8.  Snowed  12  inches. 
April  16  and  IT.  Snowed. 
May  30.  Moosehillock  white  with  snow. 
May  31.  White  frost;  froze  hard. 
September  22.  Snow  on  Moosehillock. 
October  21.  Moosehillock  white  with  snow. 
October  21.  Aurora,  evening. 

1846.  January  23.  Aurora. 
February  14  and  25.  Aurora. 

May  12.  Moosehillock  white  with  snow. 
October  19.  Moosehillock  white  with  snow. 
October  19.  Aurora. 
October  22.  Aurora,  morning. 
November  26.  Snowed  ten  inches. 
December  9.  Aurora. 

1847.  March  8  and  19.  Aurora. 
June  12.  Aurora. 

September  10.  Moosehillock  white  with  snow. 

1848.  January  28.  Aurora. 
February  8,  21,  25.    Aurora. 
April  6,  29,  30.  Aurora. 

May  15.  Moosehillock  white  with  snow. 
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1848.  June  1.  Moosehillock  white  with  snow. 
August  21.  Aurora. 

September  4.  Aurora. 

September  16.  Snow  on  Moosehillock. 

October  23, 25,  27,  28.  Aurora. 

November  2.  Aurora. 

November  17.  Brilliant  aurora  borealis  from  eight  to  eleven 
o'clock,  evening;  the  illumination  extended  over  the 
sky  east,  west,  north  and  south,  and  united  in  the^zenith 
in  a  canopy,  or  point. 

December  23.  Aurora. 

1849.  January  14.  Bright  aurora  in  the  evening. 
February  13,  18,  19,  21.  Aurora. 

May  12.  Aurora. 

September  8,  18.  Aurora. 

September  27.  Moosehillock  covered  with  snow. 

October  13,  14,  16,  18.  Aurora. 

Nov.  28.  Bright  aurora  at  5  o'clock  A.  M. 


III.^Meteorolooical  Notex,  kept   it  Somertillb,  St.  Lawrehcb 
£^^    Co.,  FROM  March  25,  1849,  till  the  end  of  the  tbar. 

(By  FEANKUir  B.  Hovgh«  M.  D.) 

Mftrch^25y  Aurora  first  seen  behind  clouds  at  8  o'clock  10  minutes; 

No  arch.  It  clouded  up  soon  after,  and  the  aurora  was 
not  seen  again  till  near  morning.  26th.  Aurora,  part- 
ly concealed  by  clouds.  A  diffuseil  brightness  in  the 
north  without  arch.  By  9^  o'clock  it  had  passed  into 
the  northwest,  and  was  brighter.  It  remained  without 
perceptible  change  during  the  night. 

27,  Narrow  belts  of  cirrus  clouds  observed  during  the  daj, 

'  which  at  9  o'clock  in  evening  were  seen  fringed  with 

auroral  light 

30,  A  bright  aurora  seen  between  belts  of  cirrus  clouds  in 
the  evening,  in  the  northwest;  30th,  Robins  first  beard* 
April  2,  A  mass  of  auroral  light  with  a  single  streamer,  both  of 
which  were  transient,  observed  at  10  o'clock  25  min- 
utes in  evening.  Sky  soon  after  rapidly  overspread 
with  a  haze  of  cirro  cumulus  clouds.  3d,  Halo  at  4 
P.  M. ;  4th,  Smoky  and  foggy.  Frogs  first  heard;  6th, 
Parhelion  north  of  sun  just  before  sunset;  7th,  Solar 
and  lunar  haloes;  8th,  Zodiacal  light,  very  bright; 
9th,  Solar  halo.  Lunar  halo  in  evening.  11th,  Mar- 
tins first  seen.  Zodiacal  light  very  bright;  12th,  Par- 
helion and  halo  in  P.  M.;  13tb,  Aurora  observed 
throughout  the  evening  in  a  narrow  opening  between 
the  clouds.  14th,  Faint  halo  in  P.  M.;  16th,  at  10} 
o'clock  observed  an  aurora  east  of  north,  extending 
about  130^  along  the  horizon.  No  arch  or  streamers 
noticed.  Clouds  above  and  below  the  aurora  part  of 
evening. 

17,  Halo  in  afternoon.  An  aurora  as  last  evening,  mostlj 
obscured  by  clouds. 

19,  Faint  aurora  behind  the  clouds  in  north  soon  after  twi- 
light   It  disappeared  in  a  short  time. 
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20,  Moderately  bright  aurora,  from  dark  till  after  II  o^clock. 

No  motion  observed,  do  streamers.  Arch  very  dis- 
tinct and  low.  A  very  black  cloud  lay  across  tha 
brightest  part  of  the  arch,  on  the  east  of  north. 

21,  Very  brilliant    parhelion  north  of  sun,  attended  with  a 

fainter  parhelion  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  sun,  and 
a  colored  halo.  The  parhelion  was  remarkably  elon- 
gated  in  a  horizontal  direction.  It  lasted  from  8  till 
II  o'clock.  In  the  afternoon  the  halo  reappeared^ 
without  the  parhelion. 

26,  Solar  and  lunar  haloes,  with  parhelia. 

28,  Thunder  shower  in  morning. 
May    1,  Solar  halo;   2d,  Swallows  first  seen;   3d,  solar  halo  in 
A.  M.     Rain  in  P.  M.    The  halo  of  the  3d  inst.  was 
complex,  as  represented  in  the  margin.    It  was  obserT* 
ed  about  8  o'clock  A.  M.     Every  part  was  irised. 


A  Bf  Parhelia  with  indistinct  conical  tails  opposite  the  son. 

O  D,  bright  spots  from  the  Janetion  of  the  two  haloes. 

These  two  arcs,  C  and  D,  appeared  to  hare  the  senith  for  their  eentre. 

May  6,  Halo  in  A.  M.  and  evening.     Solar  column  at  sunset  red. 

8,  Rain  in  evening,  .25  of  inch;  13tb,  14th,  rainy;  17th, 

showery  in  P.  M.;  20th,  smoky  and  very  warm;  22nd, 

23d,  24tb,  rainy;   oOth,  rainy  in  night. 

June       1,  Thunder  and  rain  in  night;  2d,  thunder  shower  in  night; 

3d,  thunder  sbowtr  in  night;  4th,  bright  solar  halo  in 
A.M.;  9th,  solar  halo  in  forenoon;  10th,  faint  aolar 
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halo  ID  A.  M.;  14th,  faint  streameis  and  arch  of  au- 
rora between  8  and  10  o'clock  P.M.;  15th,  thunder 
and  rain  in  P.  M  ;  IGtb,  thunder  shower  in  P.  M.; 
17th,  late  in  tbc  evening  a  faint  aurora,  without  archer 
streamers;  18th,  foggy  in  morning;  a  white  halo  and 
parhelion  north  of  sun  from  6  till  7^  A.  M.;  21st,  six 
meteors,  all  small,  at  night;  23d,  three  small  meteors 
in  evening;  24th,  parhelion  north  of  sun  at  6  P.  M.; 
S5th,  one  small  meteor  in  evening;  29th,  faint  trace  of 
an  aurora,  low  in  the  north  very  late. 
July       2»  Thunder  shower  from  the  north  in  P.  M. ;  6th,  solar  halo 

in  P.  M.;  9th,  aurora  in  evening;  12th,  small  meteor, 
30""  high  in  S  W;  at  9  o'clock  10  m.  P.  M ,  aurora, 
arch  indistinct,  centre  of  arch  W  of  N,  streameis 
faint;  13th,  thunder  shower  between  9  and  10  o'clock, 
evening;  14th,  very  faint  aurora  late;  I8th,  solar  halo 
in  P.  M.;  20th,  thunder  and  rain  in  P.  M.;  33dy 
brilliant  aurora.  As  the  twilight  faded  away,  an  in- 
distinct arch  of  light  was  observed,  which,  about  10 
o'clock  hifd  become  very  perfect.  The  outlines  were 
distinct,  with  a  band  of  darker  shade  in  the  middle, 
which  gave  it  the  appearance  of  a  double  arch.  A 
luminous  patch  of  light  was  seen  below  the  arch,  at 
10  o'clock  5  m.,  progressing  slowly  eastward. 

A  very  bright  streamer  observed  at  10  o'clock 
16  m.,  which  remained  without  motion  a  short  time, 
and  then  vanished.  The  arch  by  10  o'clock  16  m., 
had  become  higher,  and  much  broken,  being  indistinct  in 
some  places,  and  very  bright  in  others.  At  10  o'clock, 
34  m.,  the  arch  had  become  broken  up,  and  could  no 
longer  be  traced,  but  the  whole  northern  sky  was  filled 
with  streamers,  that  shot  up  above  Ussa  Major. 
They  were  particularly  brilliant  on  the  west  end,  as 
far  as  Cor  Coroli.  Eastward  there  was  a  dark 
space  below  the  imperfect  arch,  with  occasional  spots 
of  auroral  light,  which  would  suddenly  gleam  out  with 
brilliancy,  and  after  streaming  up  to  the  height  of  30^, 
disappear  without  changing  their  places.  At  10 
o'clock  46  m.,  the  aurora  presented  broad  sheets,  like 
flame,  flickering  and  flashing  so  rapidly,  that  the  eye 
could  scarcely  keep  pace  with  their  motions.  The 
aurora  had  at  this  time  attained  the  height  of  70^.  A 
small  meteor  was  seen  a  little  north  of  the  zenith  at 
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this  time.  At  11}  o'clock  the  aurora  had  entirely 
disappeared  for  the  night.  During  the  whole  night 
the  air  was  very  clear,  and  the  sky  free  from  clouds, 

24^  Solar  halo  about  10  o'clock.  Faint  aurora  behind 
clouds  in  evening;  25th,  bright  halo  at  10  A.  M.; 
hazy  in  P.  M.;  26th,  showery,  thunder  storms  in 
several  directions;  28th,  solar  halo  8  A.  M.;  29th,. 
very  faint  aurora,  low  in  N  E;  30th,  thunder  shower  in 
evening. 
Aug.       6,  Brilliant  halo  at  1  P.  M.;  8th,  halo  at  4  P.  M.,  which 

lasted  one  hour;  9th,  halo  at  12  o'clock;  12th,  au- 
rora low  in  the  north  between  9  and  10  o'clock,  when 
the  sky  became  overcast  with  clouds ;  very  dark 
clouds  lay  below  the  aurora;  thirteen  meteors  were 
,  observed  during  the  evening,  three  of  which  descended 
vertically,  while  ten  moved  nearly  horizontally  from  E 
to  W;  a  faint  streamer  observed  10^  E  of  N;  the  mass- 
of  auroral  light  lay  East  of  North. 

14,  Heavy  thunder  shower  at  10  o'clock  evening;  16th,  solar 
halo  in  P.  M.;  five  small  meteors  observed  between 
twilight  and  12  o'clock. 

17,  Faint  aurora  late  in  evening;  18th,  aurora  with  a  well- 
defined  low  but  faint  arch  at  9  o'clock.  A  thunder 
shower  to  the  South. 

S2,  Solar  halo  in  P.  M.;  S7th,  faint  aurora  in  evening. 

81,  Aurora  not  conspicuous  on  account  of  moonlight. 
Sept      3,  Solar  halo  in  A.  M.;  lunar  halo  in  evening.    4th,  hala 

in  A«  M.;  7th,  aurora  at  10|  o'clock;  8th,  bright 
aurora  behind  clouds. 
9,  Aurora;  arch  none,  or  below  the  horizon.  A  few  indis- 
tinct streamers,  ha\  ing  a  slow  '  westward  motion* 
These  streamers  have  the  horizon  for  their  base.  A 
small  meteor  seen  in  .Ursa  Major. 

12,  Very  brilliant  aurora,  first  noticed  at  10  o'clock  25  m., 
when  there  was  a  low,  entire  arch,  and  the  arc  of 
another,  extending  through  and  above  Ursa  Major.  It 
was  entire  only  to  the  west.  Very  dark  below  the 
lower  arch,  a  few  streamers  observed. 

At  10  o'clock,  40  m.,  no  streamers.  The  imperfect 
upper  arch  had  become  a  luminous  mass  of  light,  a 
little  more  elevated.  Three  minutes  after,  a  streamer 
appeared  to  the  west,  in  Ursa  Major,  which  lasted 
two   minutes.     At  10  o'clock,  45  m.,  the  luminous 
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mass  aboTe  the  arch  had  entirely 
At  10  o'clock,  48  m.y  another  streamer,  west  of  the 
former  one,  and  also  several  on  the  eastern  extremity, 
commencing  below  the  arch,  in  the  dark  space*  The 
arch  had  raised  about  20^,  and  was  very  irregular  and 
broken  A  series  of  these  streamers  formed  the  lower 
limit  of  another  arch,  below  the  former,  which  at 
10  o'clock  55  m.,  had  become  perfect  on  the  eastern 
extremity,  where  it  touched  the  horizon.  The  arch 
was  still  broken  to  the  west,  and  several  streamers  had 
formed  in  Ursa  Major. 

At  1 1  o'clock  5  m.,  the  lower  limit  of  the  arch  had 
raised  considerably,  below  which  the  sky  was  very  dark. 
Within  a  minute  afterwards,  the  arch  began  to  settle, 
and  its  margin  became  studded  wilh  innumerable  active 
streamers,  which  had  a  general  eastward  tendency,  al« 
though  some  would  move  a  moment  to  the  west. 

At  11  o'clock  10  m.,  another  set  of  streamers  began 
to  form  below  the  arch  as  before.  Clouds  forming  to 
the  west  of  the  aurora. 

At  1 1  o'clock  17  m.,  a  narrowband  of  light,  observed 
spanning  the  heavens  from  east  to  west,  a  little  south  of 
the  zenith,  about  3^  wide,  and  of  the  whiteness  and  lustre 
of  the  galaxy.  The  aurora  had  extended  eastward  to 
Taurus.  The  northern  sky  lit  up  with  a  faint  haze,  and 
indistinct  streamers. 

At  11  o'clock  25  m.,  arch  in  north  invisible,  but  nu- 
merous masses  of  light  in  a  state  of  agitation,  occupy 
the  place  of  the  arch. 

The  band  of  light  slowly  subsiding  into  the  south. 

The  eastern  sky  to  10^  S.  of  Taurus,  luminous. 

At  11  o'clock  29  m.,  the  zenith  and  northern  sky  In- 
minous  with  flickering  masses  of  light.  At  11  o'clock 
85  m.,  the  zenith  full  of  streamers,  which  centre  at  fi  of 
Pegasus.  Four  small  meteors  seen  in  the  space  of  5 
minutes,  in  the  auroral  light.  One  minute  later,  two  oth- 
er meteors  in  Pegasus  shooting  from  ^, 

At  11  o'clock  45  m.,  very  luminous  near  7  cygnii, anoth- 
er small  meteor,  clouding  up  in  the  north.  Light  as  far 
south  as  the  middle  of  Cetus.  An  occasional  flash  over 
many  degrees  of  space,  like  lightning.  An  imperfect  arch 
spanning  the  heaveas,  like  the  former  one,  with  its  mar- 
gin N  of  Algenib.    It  passed  rapidly  southward. 
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At  12  o'clock,  nothing  but  a  lumiuous  steady  ligbt^  low 

in  the  north. 
The  next   rooming,  the  sky  was   overspread  with  thin 

fleecy  cirro  cumulus  clouds. 
13,  Small  meteor  near  the  zenith,  at  9  o'clock  5  m.  ;  14th, 
Ha]o  in  P.  M.  ;  15th,  morning  rainy  ;  16th,  Aurora 
and  lightning  in  evening.  A  low  belt  of  clouds  lay 
on  the  horizon,  from  N.  E.  to  S.  W.,  which  was  in- 
cessantly lit  up  with  flashes  of  lightning  ;  95  flashes 
were  counted  in  15  minutes.  An  aurora,  faint,  steady, 
and  difiused  precisely  like  the  first  dawn  of  morning  ob- 
served throughout  the  evening,  in  the  north,  above  the 
lightning  clouds.  No  thunder  heard.  No  arch  or  stream- 
ers obstrved  in  the  aurora.  At  11  o'clock  25  m.,  it 
began  to  rain,  with  much  lightning  and  heavy  thunder. 
The  shower  lasted  15  minutes. 

17,  Aurora  from  10  till  12^  o'clock  evening ;  brighteness  ra- 

riable.     No  arch  or  streamers* 

18,  Brilliant  aurora.     Observed  as  twilight  faded  away,  as 

a  low  arch.  At  8  o'clock  two  arches  were  observed, 
one  low,  the  upper  10  degrees  higher,,  and  both  distinct 
except  the  upper  one  to  the  east.  The  interval  was  oc- 
cupied by  masses  of  auroral  light,  and  numerous  transient 
streamers,  which  sometimes  extended  below  the  lower 
arch. 

They  had  a  slow  motion  to  the  westward*  Below  the 
arch,  the  sky  was  very  dark.  At  8  o'clock  1 1  m.,  the  lower 
arch  was  just  above  the  horizon,  the  upper  arch  had  disap- 
peared, and  there  was  seen  nothing  but  an  indistinct 
glow  throughout  the  north. 

At  8  o'clock,  17  m.,  several  streamers  a  little  to  the 
west  of  Ursa  Major,  shone  conspicuously.  They  had  a 
distinctly  red  tinge.  The  remainder  of  the  aurora  was 
of  a  yellowish  white.  At  9  o'clock  30  m.,  there  was 
still  a  low  arch  in  the  north  without  streamers.  The 
mass  of  light,  and  the  centre  of  the  arch,  had  moved 
considerably  to  the  west. 

At  3  o'clock  the  arch  appeared  double,  or  composed 
of  two  arcs,  one  on  the  east,  anJ  the  other  on  the  west. 
The  eastern  segment  was  broken  up,  and  disappeared 
two  minutes  later  ;  and  the  western  arc  presented  a  sue* 
cession  of  bright  masses,  and  short  broad  streams. 

At  3  o'clock  6  m.y  the  extreme  wtut  of  the  arc  was 
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filled  with  active  streamers,  which  had  a  progressive  mo- 
tion eastward. 

At  3  o'clock  10  m.,  the  whole  line  was  occupied  by 
flashing  and  flickering  light.  The  aurora  continued  till 
daylight. 
18,  First  frost  of  autumn  in  night ;  21st,  faint  parhelion  N  of 
Sun,  4,  P.  M.  Lunar  halo  in  evening;  22d,  solar  halo 
in  the  forenoon.  It  was  complex,  and  consisted  of  an 
irised  circle,  very  bright  above  and  below,  with  a  fain- 
ter elliptical  arc,  exterior  to  the  circle,  and  moderately 
bright ;  slightly  irised,  and  visible  throughout  by  indi- 
rect vision.  The  space  between  the  circle  and  the  el- 
lipse was  very  bright  There  were  two  small,  faint  bat 
distinct  and  slightly  irised  parhelia  in  the  external  ellipse. 
The  halo  lasted  from  9  till  about  12  o'clock.  Aboat 
1|  o'clock  it  reappeared  with  the  omission  of  the  par- 
helia, and  the  addition  of  a  colored  arc,  having  its  con- 
vex side  towards  the  sun.  The  red  in  this  arc  was  on 
the  side  towards  the  sun  ;  by  3  o'clock  but  a  slight  trace 
of  a  halo. 
Oct.         1.  Aurora  behind  clouds,  very  early  in  morning  ;  halo  from 

10  till  2  o'clock  ;  faint  aurora  in  the  evening  ;  bright 
meteor  at  7  o'clock  25  m ,  above  Ursa  Major.  It  de- 
scended towards  the  right. 
2,  Very  distinct  solar  halo  in  A.  M.  ;  6th,  lunar  halo  at  4 
A.  M.  ;  14th,  solar  halo  in  P.  M. ;  Aurora  from  mid- 
night till  morning.  The  evening  of  the  13th,  was 
cloudy.  At  12^  o'clock  a  low  steady  light  without  an 
arch,  and  with  a  few  faint  streamers  was  observed.  At 
3  o'clock  a  perfect  arch  was  observed,  the  lower  bor- 
der of  which  was  about  2^  below  ^,  of  Ursa  Major. 
No  streamers  were  observed  at  this  time  ;  the  aurora 
continued  till  morning.  Late  in  the  evening  of  the 
14th,  a  faint  aurora  was  noticed  above  a  bank  of 
clouds  in  the  north.  By  10  o'clock  a  high  arcl^with 
a  band  of  light  still  higher  was  observed.  At  2  o'clock 
45  m.,  the  whole  northern  sky  was  filled  with  masses 
of  light,  without  any  trace  of  an  arch,  and  with  a  few 
broad  streamers.  During  a  few  minutes  four  meteors 
were  observed.  One  had  been  seen  the  evening  previ« 
ous.  The  aurora  was  afterwards  obscured  by  clouds, 
but  at  4  o'clock  the  sky  was  perfectly  serene,  and 
an   arch  perfect  on   its  western  extremity,   and  two 
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degrees  below  Vega  had  formed.  The  arch  did 
not  form  to  the  east.  The  upper  part  of  the 
arch  was  surmounted  by  broad  flashes  of  lights  like 
the  faint  lightning  of  a  summer  evening.  Between  4 
o'clock  and  daylight  formed  and  dissolved  repeatedly, 
attended  with  numerous  short  streamers.  At  morning 
the  sky  was  overspread  with  scattered  patches  of  clouds, 
which  became  intensely  red  at  sunrise.  A  column  of 
light  projected  upon  the  clouds  preceding  the  rising  sun, 
and  continued  for  an  hour  afterwards;  it  was  red  be- 
fore, and  white  after  sunrise.  I5th,  Solar  halo  nearly 
all  day.  16th,  Halo  in  P.  M.  17th.  A  meteor  at  8 
o'clock  10  m.,  descended  perpendicular  to  horizon  a  few 
minutes  of  a  degree  to  the  left  of  Algenib.  19th,  Faint 
aurora  late  in  evening.  21st,  Solar  halo  all  day.  23dj 
Thunder  shower  in  south  west;  aurora  behind  clouds  in 
evening,  and  very  early  the  next  morning.  26th,  In- 
dian summer,  which  lasted  4  days.  25th,  Aurora  at  3 
o'clock  A.  M.,  arch  8°  high  and  entire.  28th,  Trace  of 
a  halo  in  A.  M.  30th,  First  snow  in  the  season,  not 
enough  to  whiten  the  ground.  Faint  aurora  without 
an  arch,  low  in  the  north  in  evening;  mostly  obscured 
by  clouds. 

Novem.  1.  Three  meteors  below  Pegasus.  15th,  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing an  auroral  arch  about  4°  high,  very  entire,  with  a 
few  faint  streamers,  which  were  short  and  stationary; 
it  lasted  till  daylight.  17th,  Brilliant  irised  halo  from 
11  till  3  o'clock.  18lh,  Faint  halo  in  A.M.  20th, 
Halo  in  forenoon,  faint  white.  24th,  Halo  in  forenoon. 
25th,  Halo  in  forenoon,  lunar  halo  in  evening;  faint 
aurora  which  continued  till  morning.  29th,  First 
snow  to  whiten  the  ground;  it  commenced  falling  at 
daylight  ami  continued  through  the  day;  depth  at  this 
place  12  inches,  mnking  good  sleighing. 

Decern.  2.  Thermometer — 8  at  sunrise;  solar  halo  in  forenoon.    7th, 

A  low  well  defined  auroral  arch  with  a  very  dark  space 
below,  seen  from  8  o'clock  till  near  morning;  no 
streamers  observed:  the  centre  of  the  arch  lay  consider- 
ably east  of  north.  21st,  Bright  lunar  halo.  26th,  So- 
lar halo  in  forenoon.  25th,  Solar  column  observed 
over  the  sun  shortly  before  sunset;  lunar  halo  during  a 
part  of  the  evening.  A  faint  aurora  without  an  arch 
through  the  night.  31st,  Faint  aurora  in  the  evening, 
late. 
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Figure  and  description  of  a  rematkable  solar  halo  and  parhelia  s<€a 
at  Richland,  Oswego  couniy,  March  6,  1847.  By  Franklin  B. 
HoooH,  M.D. 


The  day  had  been  hazy  and  rather  warm.  The  two  parheliffi  on 
the  sides  were  first  observed,  which  slowly  extending,  formed  the  en- 
tire upper  arc  of  a  halo.  That  on  the  north  side  of  the  sun  was 
much  the  brightest,  and  both  were  briJiiantly  colored.  At  length 
there  appeared  a  parhelion  on  the  upper  point  of  the  arc,  which  was 
also  very  finely  irised  and  extended  up  in  a  curve  very  much  like  a 
parabola  or  hyperbola.  At  least  it  was  not  the  arc  of  a  circle. 
Lastly  there  was  seen  on  the  north  side  of  the  sun  an  arc  so  indis- 
tinct as  to  be  perceptible  only  by  indirect  vision.  Like  all  the  oth- 
ers it  was  irised,  the  red  being  towards  the  sun,  but  its  most  con- 
spicuous color  was  violet. 

During  the  whole  time  an  indistinct  beam  of  white  light  was  ob- 
served passing  vertically  through  the  sun. 

So  brilliant  were  the  two  parhelia  that  they  attracted  very  gene- 
ral observation  and  remark. 

The  following  day  was  stormy,  and  a  driving  rain  and  sleet  from 
the  west  made  the  day  very  uncomfortable. 


rV.   Floial  Record  kfpt  at  SomerttllE)  St.  Lawrence  Countt^ 

DURING  THE    TEARS    1848-1849. 
Bf  FSAKKLIN  B.  HouOH>  M.  D. 


Slowen  first  seen.                              Nam«t  of  Plants. 

1849. 

April    1,  Betula  papyracea. 

1,  Betula  populirolia. 

6y  AInus  serulata. 

6y  Cerastium  media. 

7,  Chrysosplenum  AmericaDuin. 

9y  Salix  myricotdes. 

9,  Salix  tristis. 

9,  Populus  grandidentata. 

9,  Carpinus  Americana. 

11,  Hepatica  triloba. 

15)  Betula  excelsa. 

19,  Epigea  repens. 

520,  Sanguinaria  Canadensis. 

21,  Acer  rubrum. 

21,  Claytonia  virginica. 

21,  Dtcentra  cucularia. 

21,  Populus  tremuloides. 

21,  Populus  balsamifera. 

24,  Viola  blanda. 

27,  Ulmus  Americana. 

28,  Ulmus  fulva. 

1849.         1848. 

May     3,  May   1,  Xylosteum  ciliatum. 

1,            4,  Erythronium  Americanum. 

1,            4,  Leontice  tbalictroides. 

1,            4,  Carex  anceps. 

3,            6,  Andromeda  calyculata. 

3,                  Salix  vitellina. 

6,            3,  Viola  rostrata. 

17,            4,  Thlaspi  arvense. 

1                               9,            4,  Taraxicum  dens-leonis. 

1 
• 

■ 
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Flower*  llrtt  «««■•                          Name*  of  P  laaU. 

1849. 

1848. 

May 

4,  Acer  nibrum. 

18, 

4,  Acer  saccharinum. 

4,  Oslrya  rirgioica. 

11. 

4,  Waldsteinia  fragaroiifes. 

6, 

4,  Viola  rotundifolia. 

11. 

0 

4,  Viola  cuculata. 

21, 

4,  Ranunculus  abortivus. 

10, 

6,  Ribes  rubrum. 

11, 

5,  Mitella  dipbyila. 

IS. 

6,  Viola  canadensis. 

6. 

6,  Carex  pennsyl?anica. 

18, 

6,  Fragaria  canadensis. 

6, 

14,  Dirca  pallustrts. 

6, 

7,  Trillium  erectum. 

6, 

16,  Saxifraga  Tirginiensis. 

6, 

Cerastium  viscosum. 

26, 

6,  Veronica  peregrina. 

31, 

6,  Fagus  ferruginea. 

18, 

6,  Pruniis  doroesticata. 

13, 

6,  Pyrus  arbutifolia. 

10, 

7,  Caltba  palustris. 

26, 

7,  Viola  pubescens. 

7,  Arum  triphyllum, 

7,  Coptis  trifolia. 

1, 

7,  Trillium  grandiflorum. 

9, 

7,  Uvularia  sersilifolia. 

9, 

7,  Uvularia  grandiflora. 

20, 

7,  Asarum  canadense* 

24, 

7,  Rubus  triflorus. 

21, 

7,  Ribes  grossularia. 

28, 

7,  Phlox  divaricata. 

June     6, 

May  8,  Viburnum  Jantanoijes. 

May  18, 

9,  Tiarella  cordifolia. 

22, 

9,  Rumex  acetosella. 

9, 

Corylus  Americanus. 

9, 

Luzula  Pilosa. 

9, 

15,  Thalictrum  dioicum. 

21, 

^         9,  Veronica  Serpylifolia. 

.     21, 

9,  Cerasus  pennsylvanica« 

9,  Viburnum  pubescens. 

28, 

9,  Antennaria  plantaginifolia. 
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1849.         1848- 

Mty  11,  May  10,  Panax  Irifoliuni. 

13,  10,  Trillium  erythrocarpum. 

13,  n,  Dentaria  diphylla. 

11,  Comptonia  asplenifolia. 
14,  Corydalis  glauca. 

12,  25,  Hedyotis  caeriilea. 

12*,  23,  Ranunculus  recurvatus. 

13,  18,  Ranunculus  acris. 
16,  19,  Vinca  minor. 
22,  16,  Ribes  lacustrV. 
28,  IB,  Pyrus  malus. 
28,  15,  Juglans  cintrea. 

June     6,  May  15,  Cardamine  hirsula. 
May  24,  16,  Rubus  strigosus. 

June     6,  May  19,  Ccrasus  serotina. 
Hay  28,  1?,  Syringa  vulgaris. 

Jane     9,  May  20,  Authoxanthum  odoraturo. 
Mty  28,  20,  Actaea  alba. 

26,  20,  Actaea  rubra. 

20,  25,  Fraxinus  americana. 

22  Sambucus  pubens. 

June    2,  May  22,  Triosteum  perfoliatum. 

6,  22,  Crategus  punctata. 

May  26,  22,  Nepeta  glechoma. 

June    6,  23,  Cerasus  virginiana. 

May  21,  23,  Ribes  floridum. 

31,  23,  Rheum  rhaponticum. 

Jane    8,  24,  Geranium  robertianum 

25,  Myosolls  arvensis. 
June    2,  25,  Galium  aparine. 

25,  Hydrophyllum  virginicum. 
10,  25,  Trienlalis  americana. 

6,  26,  Anemon^  pennsylVanica. 

6,  25,  Pedicularis  canadensis. 

May  28,  25,  Ac«fr  striatum. 

June   14,  25,  Acer  spicatum. 

25,  Taxus  canadensis 
May  27,  25,  Aralia  medicaulis. 

June  14,  26,  Stellaria  longifolia. 

2,  27,  Convallaria  bifolia. 

2,  28,  Aquilegia  canadensis. 
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flowers  lint  Mm.                         NtdMs  of  PbnU. 

1849 

1848. 

Juno    7, '. 

May  29,  Sinapis  nigra. 

12, 

29,  Trifolium  pratense* 

16, 

*  29,  Viburaam  opulus. 

2, 

29,  Cynoglossum  officinale. 

6, 

29,  Crategus  Coccinea. 

2, 

29,  Secale  cerale. 

16, 

29,  MaWa  rotundifolia. 

6, 

30,  Trifolium  repens. 

14, 

30,  Veronica  anagallis. 

30,  Lonicera  parviflora. 

1, 

30,  Iris  versicolor. 

6, 

30,  Viburnum  lentago. 

May  28, 

30,  Smilacina  racemosa* 

June    2, 

31,  Galium  trifiilum. 

31,  Carya  amara. 

22, 

31,  Asparagus  officinalis. 

June    If  Xanthozylum  americanum. 

May  28, 

Smilacina  stellata. 

June    2, 

Cryptotaenia  canadensis. 

2, 

Ranunculus  fasicularis. 

2,  Staphylea  trifoliata. 

2|  Podophyllum  peltatum. 

14, 

2,  Eriphoron  polystachon. 

12, 

3,  Cypripedtum  acaule. 

16, 

3,  Rosa  cinnamoneum. 

July     6, 

3,  Ampelopsis  quinquefolia. 

July    9, 

June  24,  Asclepias  incarnata. 

June  25, 

36,  Ligusticum  levisticum. 

27, 

25,  Malva  muschata. 

25,  Oxalis  ascetosella. 

28, 

25,  Maruta  cotula.                 « 

29, 

25,  Verbascum  ibapsus, 

30, 

25,  Nepeta  cataria. 

July  3, 

25,  Hypericum  perforatum. 

4, 

25,  Asclepias  cornuta. 

June  28, 

25,  Verbena  hastata. 

July  4, 

25,  Urtica  dioicia. 

25,  Brooius  secalinus. 

.        9. 

25,  Chenopodium  album. 

9, 

25,  Plantago  knajor. 

Jane  22, 

Sympbttum  officinale. 

22, 

Osmorhiza  longistylia. 
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VIow«n  ftnt  MM.                       RuMt  of  PUaU. 

1849. 

1848. 

4 

June  26,  Rosa  Alba. 

26,  Ranunculas  multifidus. 

JqIt  6, 

26,  Rubus  odoratus. 

8, 

26,  Solanum  tuberosum. 

16, 

«    26,  Conium  maculatum. 

4, 

26,  Cicuta  maculata. 

26,  Panax  quinquefolia. 

June  28, 

26,  Sisymbrium  officinale. 

Jul  J  9, 

26,  Convolvulus  repens. 

B, 

26,  Rhus  typhina. 

Jtme  29, 

26,  Cnicus  arvensis. 

Mj  4, 

26,  Hordeum  bexastachon. 

Jue  26, 

July    4,  Blitum  capitatum. 

JS6,  June  26,  Triticum  repens. 

rSciun 


26,  527,  Pycnanthemum  incanum. 

26,  Coriandrum  sativum. 

29,  26,  Citbago  arvessis. 

26,  Calendula  officinalis. 
July  9,  26,  Alisma  plantago. 

Jue  29,  527,  Aralia  hispida. 

S7,  27,  Potamogeton  bybridus. 

27,  Geum  strictum. 

July  6,  27f  Ek:binospermum  lappula. 

9,  527,  Campanula  rotundifoTia. 

8,  29,  Liharia  vulgaris. 
6,  29,  Circaea  lutetiana. 

June  27,  July  6,  Polygonum  fagopyrum. 

JJ7,  "          scandens. 

29,  7,  Pyrola  secunda. 

30,  Eupatorium  purpureum. 
July  6,  June  528,  Ran^pculus  fascicularis. 

23,  30,  Soncbus  oleraceus. 

Aug.  12,  30,,  Datura  Stramonium. 

Joly  30,  30,  Polygonum  persicaria. 

520,  July  2,  Verbena  urticifolia. 

12,  2,  Althea  rosea, 

.  1,  14,  Potentilla  argentea. 

4,  14,  Eupatorium  perfoliatuin. 

20,  4,  Melilotus  leucantba. 

9,  6,  Monarda  didyma. 

13,  5,  Zea  mays. 
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1849.  1848. 

July  20,    July  6,  Souchus  arrensis. 
20,  6,  Portulacca  oleracea. 

27,  6,  Campanula  americana. 

6,  Aug.  10,  Brasenia  peltata. 
6,  July  12,  Apocynum  canabinum. 
6,  Aug.  2,  Lappa  Major. 
6,  July  20,  Cni^us  lanceolatua. 
8»  7,  Sagittaria  sagittifolia. 

6,  Lysimachia  thyrsiflora. 
6,  "  stricta. 

6,  MoDotropa  uuiflora. 
13,            7,  Ambrosia  trifida. 
13,            7,  Panicum  glaucum. 

9,  7,  Ayena  sativa. 

7,  Chimaphilla  umbellata. 
7,  Pyrola  elliptica. 

7,      **'      rotundifolia. 

26,  7,  Typba  latifolia. 

7,  Cypripedium  spectabile. 
9,  Apocynum  androsemifolium. 

9,  Hibiscus  trionum* 

9,  Nymphaea  odorata. 

9,  13,  Onapfaalium  uliginosum. 

9,  31.  Erysimum  chieranthoides. 
12,  Melampyrum  americannm. 

16,  12,  Inula  helenium. 

17,  26,  Galeopsis  tetrahit. 

17,  13,  Gnaphalium  margarataceum* 

18,  24,  Echinospermum  americanum. 

27,  12,  Lobelia  inflata. 

Jwie  8,  June  3,  Polygonatum  multiflorum/ 

16,  3,  Oxalis  stricta. 

26,  *      3^  Prunella  vulgaris. 

2,  Hydrocotyle  Americana. 

6,  17,  Rumex  angustifolia. 

18,  6,  Moehringia  lateriflora. 

6,  Menyanthes  trifoliata. 

6,  6,  Erigeron  strigosum. 

6,  Senecio  aureus. 

6,  Zizia  aurea. 

6,  Viola  MuUenbergiL 
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1849.  1848. 

June  6,  June  7^  Cornus  sericea. 

6,  Acorus  calamus* 

6,  Arabia  lyrata.. 

6,  Cardamine  rhomboidea. 

7,  Jane  3j  Cocblearia  armorica. 

6,  Polygonum  Scandena. 

89  7y  Rhus  toxicodendron. 

16|  7|  Viburnum  acerifoliuin* 

14|  7,  Nupbar  advena. 

My  9,  Barbarea  Tulgaria.- 

8y  22,  Sanicula  marylandica. 

8,  Smilacina  trifolia. 
8y  10,  Potamogeton  natana* 
8|  Medeola  virginica* 
8|  Galium  aaprelium. 
8,  Celaatrus  scandena. 

27,  9,  Sparganum  ramosum. 

10,  Potamogeton  perfoliata. 
10,  ^*    ■       zoaterafolia* 

14,  10,  Lemoft  minor* 
10,  1,  Rubus  Tillosa. 

10,  *^      occidentalia. 

11,  Cornus  canadensis. 
SSy          11,  Phleum  pratense. 

22,  13,  Diantbus  caryophyllus. 

13,  16,  Potentilla  canadensis. 

15,  July  14,  ^*        norwegica. 
13^                Achillea  millefolium. 
13,                Juncus  acutus. 

13j  "      setacea. 

13,  Litbospermum  anrenae. 

14,  Scirpus  lacustris. 
14,  '*       debilis. 
14,  JuDcus  filiformisu 
14,  Draba  arabiscens. 

July  3,  June  14,  Lonicera  hirsuta. 

14,  Pentstemon  pubescena. 
June  6,  14,  Diervilla  trifida. 

14,  Linnsa  borealis. 
18,  14,  Arenaria  stricta. 

'  289  16,  Pastinaca  sativt* 

14f         26,  Heraclium  lanatom. 
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1849,  1848. 

Jone  15y  June  17,  LeDcantbemum  vulgare. 

16,  29,  Polygonum  aviculare. 

15,  22,  Nuphar  lutea. 

16,  24,  Cornus  circinata. 
16,  27,  Scirpus  atrovirens. 
16,  Juncas  eifusus. 

27,  14,  Sympbarocarpus  racemosus. 

16,  17,  Rumex  acetosa. 

16,  17,      "       crlspus. 

17,  18,  Pisum  sativum. 

18,  26^  Rosa  gallica. 

17,  Mitcbella  repens, 

29,  17,  Ceanothus  americanuB. 

22,  19,  Sinapis  arvenais. 

27,  19,  Leonurus  cardica. 

27,  19,  Dianthus  barbata. 

29,  22,  Epilobium  angustifolium. 

20,  22,         "  palustrc, 

27,  22,  Qeum  virginianum. 
July  9,  22,  Lysimacbia  ciliata. 

June  26,  23,  Sambucus  canadensis. 

July  6,  24,  Mimulus  ringens. 

4,  24,  Gratiola  virgin ica. 

Aug.     6,  July  12,  Spiraea  salicifolia. 
July   20,  12,  Tilia  Glabra. 

28,  13,  Stachys  aspera. 

Aug.  22,  13,  Gnapbalium  polycepbalum. 

9,  13,  Cannabis  sativa. 

9,  13,  Pastinaca  sativa. 

10,  14,  Boebemeria  cylindrica. 

July    20,  14,  Polymnia  canadensis. 

20,  14,  Solidago  canadensis. 

21,  16,  Hypericum  canadense. 
21,  *       15,  Hamulus  lupulus. 

28,  16,  Agrimonia  eupatoria. 

Aug.     1,  16,  Sium  latifolium. 

July   31,  16,  Impatiens  flava. 

16,  Hypericum  corymbofun. 

18,  Urtica  canadensis. 
Aug.  12          19,  Desmodium  dillaenii. 

3,  19,  Hypericum  pyramidatum. 
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1849.  1848. 

7,  19|  Hieracium  Gronovii 

July   3I9  20,  Helianthus  annuus. 

21y  Borago  officiDalis. 
Aog.    3»  21,  Spiraea  tomeatosa. 

21,  Artemesia  absynthium. 
21|  Artemesia  arbotanum. 
July  28|  21,  Eriphoron  alpinurn. 

20,  29,  Spiraea  ulmaria. 

20,  Aug.    1,  Pontederia  cordata. 
20,     *  Asclcpias  quadrifolia* 

20,  Aralia  racemosa. 

21,  July  21,  Saturpja  hortensis. 
24,  21,  Penthorum  sedoides. 
27,  24,  Carthamus  tinctorius. 
27,  Aug.  1,  Tanacetum  vulgare. 
27,    July  8,  Mentha  borealb. 

30,  Helenium  autumnale. 

30,  Aug.  7,  Clematis  rirginana. 

31,  7,  Impatiens  fulva. 
Aug.  10,  Cbelone  glabra. 

11,  11,  Cephalanthus  occidentaiia. 

11,  July  25,  Rudbeckia  laciniata. 

12,  •  Phytolacca  decandra. 
12,  Aug.  1,  Lycopus  Europeus. 
12,  July  23,  Scutellaria  lateriflora. 
12,                Dipsacus  sylvestris. 
12,                 Saponaria  officinalis. 
12,          24,  Platanthera  psycodes. 

12,  31,  Eupatorium  aegratoiden. 

13,  July  23,  Lobelia  cardinalis/ 

14,  Aug.  16,  Panicum  capillare. 

16,  Mentha  piperita. 

17,  J 6,  Bidens  frondosa. 

22,  July  24,  Scutellaria  galericulata. 

23,  Mentha  viridis. 

July  21,  Sanicula  marylandica* 

24,  Blephylla  hirsuta. 
Aug.    7,  Heliopsis  leyis. 

10,  Polygonum  sagitatum. 

10,  Clodea  tirginica. 

12,  Abutillon  avicenna. 
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Flowen  flrtt  ie«B*  Names  of  PbuU. 

1849.        1848. 

July  13,  Cuscuta  americanau 
13|  Aster  preueDthoidea. 
13,  Monotropa  lanuginosa. 
]3|  Goody  era  pubescena. 
13y  Polygonum  dumetorum. 
13|  Nardosmia  palmata. 
13,  Cichoriuai  intybis. 
16y  Apios  tuberoaa. 
Sept.     8,  Gentiana  andrewsii. 

8,  Gentiana  quinqueflora. 

8,  Parnassia  caroHniana. 

22,  Sept.  15,  Helianthus  tuberoaa. 
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U  Progress  of  Vegetation* 

Epigpa  repens  in  bloom. — April  12. 

Anemone  Virginiana  in  bloom. — April  29. 

Sanguinaria  Canadensis  and  Caltha  Palustris  in  bloom. — April  30. 

Hepatica  Americana  and  Houstonia  Cerulea  in  bloom.— May  1. 

Fields  first  look  green. — May  5. 

Aronia  Botryapium  in  bloom. — May  12. 

Fragaria  Virg.  in  bloom. — May  14. 

Ribes  Rubrum  (red  currant)  in  bloom. — May  16. 

Amygdalus  Persica  (peach)  in  bloom. — May  18«  ^ 

Prunus  Domestrca  (plum)  in  bloom. — ^May  19. 
„       Cerasus  (cherry)  in  bloom. — 'May  21, 

Pyrus  Comft)uniS|  &c.  (pear)  in  bloom. — May  S6. 
ly     Malus  (apple)  in  bloom.-— May  28. 

Jtioe  3.  Fruit  trees  not  yet  out  of  blossom.  Ltaves  of  forest 
trtes  Tery  small.  Cora  and  potatoes  just  coming  up.  Sbme  gardeM 
not  yel  planted. 

Leaves  of  Plat.  Occid.  (syc.  button*wood)  on  dry  ground,  jost 
opcaiogi — June  8. 

First  rip6  strawberries. — ^June  23. 

Haying  commenced. — ^June  26. 

Currants  begin  to  ripen.*— July  6.     Cherries  do. 

Red  Raspberries  (wild)  ripe.— -July  9. 

Black  Raspberries  (wild)  begin  to  ripen.--*July  16. 

Castanea  Vesca  (chestnut)  in  bloom. — ^July  18. 

Rye  harvest  commenced. — ^Jnly  22.     Qreen  peas. — ^July  S2. 

Green  Beans. — July  25. 

Silk  begins  to  appear  on  corn^— July  26. 

Rye  harvest  finished.— July  28. 

Corn  begins  to  blossom. — July  30. 

Young  Potatoes  (small). — August  3. 

First  Green  Corn. — August  19, 

Corn  but  slightly  glazed. — Sept.  6;  appears  stationary.  Both 
Corn  and  Potatoes  green  and  thrifty. — Sept.  9. 

Alder  in  bloom. — ^ April  4. 

Ploughing  commenced. — April  9. 

Haying  not  finished  till  late  in  September. 

2.  BirdSj  Reptiles,  4rc. 

Robins  and  Blue  Birds  first  seen. — March  13. 

Larks  heard. — ^March  16.     Black  Birds  seen. — March  2  J. 
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Frogs  heard.*— -March  31.  White  Robin  seen;  head  dark  grey  or 
lead  color;  body  bluish  white. 

Swallows  seen  — April  25.     Bobolinks  seen. — May  13. 

Night  Jar  (Caprimulgas)  and  Whip-poor-will  heard. — March  SO. 

Caty-dids  heard.*— ^August  10.  Locusts  heard. — /ugust  16  aad 
22. 

Wild  Geese  (2  flocks)  seen  going  south. — Oct.  13. 

Crows  in  a  flock;   Larks  do. — Oct  13. 

Robins  seen — ^Nov.  5.  Larks. — Nov.  11,  Snow  Birds  (brown 
and  white)  Dec.  12. 

Two  Larks  se^.— Dec.  27. 

kurorts  Boreales, — Jiuroral  Clouds, 

February  16.  Not  remarkable.      A.  light,  February  19. 

March  18.  A.  b.  rain,  20,  21;  also  on  17. 

'June  26.  A.  clouds.  When  first  observed  (10  o'clock  night) 
they  appeared  luminous  and  arched  in  the  N,  more  expanded  in  the 
NW,  whence  arose  a  belt  that  passed  over  the  pole  star,  and  eX' 
teod^  nearly  across  the  heavens.  W^ith  the  base  still  resting  in  the 
NW,  it  passed  the  zenith,  and  extended  in  a  somewhat  broken  line 
across  to  the  S  Er.  and  after  a  short  time  disappeared.  Others  of 
less  extent  succeeded,  all  radiating  from  the  NW.  Wind  NW, 
rather  brisk.  A  beautiful  sparkling  meteor  crossed  the  western  licj 
from  S  to  N. 

Junie  27.  A.  clouds  radiate  in  stri{>es,  or  belts,  from  NW,  and 
converge  to  a  point  in  the  SE.    Rain  28  and  29,  also  on  24. 

Sept  3.  Two  or  three  A.  clo'"''* '*'*' !  *!:c  her vons  obliquely,  voy 

beautiful. 

Sept.  16.  Auroral  light.  18.  Aurora  Borealis  luminous  in  the 
N;  one  perpendicular  column  arose  in  the  NNW  to  an  elevation  of 
about  45^,  moved  slowly  to  the  NW,  and  all  disappeared.  Ap* 
peared  again  about  11  o'clock;  beautiful,  red  N,  yellow  NE. 
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Haloes. 


Day. 

Kind. 

Same  day. 

let  day  aftM 

•2ddayaft'd. 

Sddayaft'd^ 

January       31, 

Lunar. 

Fair. 

Sleet. 

Snow. 

Fair. 

February      2, 

(( 

Snow. 

Fair. 

Fair. 

Sn. 

6, 

Solar  A.  M. 

(C 

(C 

F.  b  C. 

P. 

2?» 

«i 

F.  &  C. 

c« 

Cloudy. 

it 

21, 

ti 

C. 

Cf 

F, 

a 

24, 

ti 

P. 

8n. 

C. 

C. 

Mareb          14, 

<c 

C. 

Rain. 

F. 

P.  fc  C, 

20, 

« 

R. 

« 

«( 

P. 

23,  24, 

<« 

F. 

c« 

Sn. 

8. 

April             3, 

Lunar. 

<c 

C. 

C.  &  F. 

F. 

7, 

M 

<c 

«t 

(f 

R. 

25,  26, 

Solar. 

C( 

Fair. 

R. 

P. 

May              1, 

Lunar* 

ti 

t€ 

P.  &  C. 

F.fc  0.« 

n, 

Solar. 

0.  flt  F. 

«< 

Rain. 

R. 

21,  22, 

«c 

F.  fc  C. 

<C 

« 

(C 

Jnly              4, 

So.  and  Lan. 

F. 

(( 

F. 

cc 

25, 

Sol. 

(( 

R. 

it 

p. 

Aufint          8, 

So).  Lun. 

a 

R. 

ti 

R. 

17, 

Sol.  beaut. 

(( 

F. 

« 

F. 

27, 

Lun.  twice. 

(« 

F.  h  C. 

R. 

C.fc  F. 

Beptenber    4, 

BoL  beaut. 

F.  ft  G. 

R. 

R. 

R. 

15,  16, 

*( 

t« 

F. 

(( 

F. 

24, 

Lunar. 

t« 

<r 

F.fc  C. 

tt 

26, 

Solar. 

(C 

<c 

r. 

C. 

October       21, 

Sol.  beant. 

« 

R. 

F.fc  C. 

« 

November  17, 

Solar. 

F. 

C. 

R. 

R. 

29, 

Sol.  Lun. 

<( 

F.  ft  C. 

F.fc  C. 

F.fc  0. 

Baeamber     1, 

Lunar* 

F.  &  0. 

«c 

Sn.,  R* 

0. 

2, 

Solar. 

F.  &  C. 

8.  fcR. 

C. 

8* 

J3, 

Sol.  beaut. 

CI 

C. 

F. 

R. 

15. 

Solar. 

F. 

R. 

«c 

P. 

21, 

Lunar. 

c< 

Sn. 

c< 

6. 

28, 

Sol.  Lun. 

F.&C. 

D.  Qt   R. 

€t 

F.fc  0. 

30, 

Solar. 

F. 

F.  &C. 

C« 

€€ 

Remark. — In  the  above  table  the  word  "  Fair"  dendtes  the  gene- 
ral character  of  the  day  on  which  the  halo  (solar)  occurred,  although 
at  the  time  of  its  appearance  the  sky  was  in  that  hazy,  or  scn^i- 
cloudy  condition  that  is  necessary  to  the  production  of  the  halo. 

Of  the  38  haloes  recorded  above,  3  were  followed  by  R.  or  S.  on  the 
same  day;  13  by  cloudiness;  15  by  fair  weather.  13  were  followed 
by  R.  or  S.  on  the  next  day;  7  by  clouds;  13  by  fair  weather,  &c. 
See  remarks  following  "  Meteors." 

Rainbows, 
July   2.  4  o'clock  P.  M ;  partial,  resembling  a  portion  of  a  colored 
auroral  arch. 
3.  Two,  primary  complete,  secondary  incomplete. 
9.  4}  o'clock  P.  M.,  formed  chiefly  on  a  clear  sky,  and  caus- 
ed by  fine  rain  from  a  few  thin  clouds  rising  towards  tlie 
Kenith.     5  o'clock,  another,  very  near  and  very  beautiful. 
26.   Partial  bow;  31,  evening,  another;  September  17,  do. 
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Zodiacal  Light 

This  interestiog  phenomena  has  occurred  several  times  dariAg  Ihe 
year,  though  generally  very  faint  A  few  of  the  most  remarkable 
are  the  following:  February  19  and  21;  March  10,  11,  16,  18  and 
19;  December  14,  morning,  beautiful,  at  first  taken  for  the  mornuig 
twilight,  soon  found  to  be  too  early,  too  narrow,  and  too  elevated; 
15,  evening.  ♦ 

Meteors, 

June  25.  Small.  July  i  1th,  sky  very  clear  ;  galaxy  very  lumin- 
ous ;  six  (or  more)  small  meteors  shoot  across  the  western  sky  in 
different  directions.  10-10}  o'clock  evening. 

June  15.  1  Silver  white,  passed  SE  ;  17th,  one  do..;  l8tb,  8 
small,  19th,  2  do.  ;  28th  beautiful  sparkling  meteor. 

August  11.  Galaxy  unusually  luminous;  stars  very  bright ;  JB 
meteors,  small,  different  directions ;  14th,  1  small,  passed  behind 
the  clouds ;    I6th,  2  or  3  do.,  SW  ;    16th,  2  do.  ;    17th,   1   do. 

swi 

Augrust  18.  Splendid  sparkling  meteor  exploded  in  S.  W. 

August  19.  9,  (some  of  them  very  small) ,  passed  in  every  direc- 
tion $  20th,  1  do.  ;  21st,  7  do  ;  22d,2  da  ;  24th,  8  do.,  varioos  di- 
rections, and  1  bright,  E.,  2  west. 

August  25.  2  small,  passed  N  ;  1  larger,  NE  ;  1  SE  ;  1 
SW ;  and  1  rose  in  the  SW.  I  have  observed  that  those  that 
cross  the  upper  sky  are  generally  very  small,  move  very  swiftly,  & 
only  a  short  distance.  Those  that  descend  towards  the  horizon  are 
commonly  larger,  move  more  slowly  and  over  a  greater  space.  The 
largest  arc  among  those  that  pass  horizontally  at  an  elevation  of 
40*=^  to  50**,  leaving  a  trail  after  them  SO""  to  60°   in  length. 

August  26.  2  beautiful  meteors  passed  down  the  £.  sky,  and  6 
small  do.  in  various  directions  ;  28th,  2  do.  ;  N.,  1  large  do.  N  ;  1 
small,  E  ;  30th,  1  bright,  sparkling  do.,  SE. 

September  1.  2  small  do.  ;  Sd,  3  do.  ;  7th,  1  small,  N.  ;  1 
bright,  S.,  8th,  3  do.,  stars  very  bright  and  numerous  ;  9th,  2 
beautifully  crossed  the  zenith,  £.  to  W.  ;  1  small  do.  S.  ;  10th,  6 
small  do.  ;  11th,  9  do.  different  directions,  and  one^  large,  crossed 
the  western  sky  towards  the  N. 

September  12.  5  small  do. ;  13th,  8  do.,  (some  very  small)  ; 
14th,  3  do.,  passed  in  various  directions  ;  15th,  3  small  do.,  diff.  do.; 
16th,  2  or  3  small  meteors.  These,  and  most  of  the  small  ones  re- 
corded in  this  catalogue,  appeared,  (as  most  others  of  this  class  do,) 
above  an  elevation  of  40^.  Hence,  such  generally  escape  observa- 
tion.   One  beautiful  meteor  appeared  in  the  S.  and  another  W. 
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September  17.  4  9maII,  and  2  larger  meteors,  Id  different  direc- 

liODS. 

September  18.  1  m.  S  W.,  exploded  without  apparent  motion  ; 
1  beautiful,  NE,  &  2  small  do.  E  ;  19th,  3  do.,  E. 

September  20.  5  small.  3  larger,  do.  ;  21st,  1  very  small  do..; 
23d,  1  small  do.  S  ;  24th,  1  do.  N  ;  25th,  1  do.  NW  ;  2  do.  E  ; 
1,SE  ;  1  S  ;  and  1  beautiful  do.  N,  which  at  first  moved  slowlj, 
increasing  in  sift,  (  having  a  bright  trail,)  and  suddenly  disappeared 
as  if  submerged ;  28th,  1  large,  beautiful  meteor  S. 

October  9.  3  small  meteors  ;  18th,  1  beautiful  meteor  fell  E,  in 
the  dusk  of  the  evening;  20th,  1  small  do.  ;  23d,  3  beautiful  me- 
teors chased  each  other  from  £,  to  SW,  just  before  a  shower. 

Most  of  this  month  was  cloudy. 

November  3.  One  large  meteor  fell  and  exploded  in  the  east 

November  13.  One  do.  SE  ;  14th,  one  small  do.  SE  ;  l5th,  One 
beautiful  do.  SW  ;  16th,  6  small  do.  E  ;  17th,  one  do.  E,  tnorningi 
21st,  one  small  do.  S  ;  one  bright  do.  N,  and  one  S. 

December  12.  One  beautiful  meteor  N  ;  21st,  one  do  small. 

Very  little  time  was  spent  in  watching  for  meteors,  except  during 
August  and  September.  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  that  an  equal 
number  might  be  seen  during  every  month  in  the  year,  provided 
the  sky  were  clear. 

Haloes f  Meteors^  4*^.,  as  Signs  of  Storms. 

It  is  evident  that  haloes  result  from  a  certain  state  of  the  atmos- 
phere, and  are  therefore  to  be  regarded  as  an  effect  of  what  already 
exists,  and  an  indication,  not  a  cause  of  something  that  may  follow. 
They  generally  precede  changes,  as  well  as  indicate  states  of  the 
weather  ;  and  the  reason,  perhaps,  why  they  are  not  always  follow- 
ed by  storms,  is  probably,  1st,  because  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  is 
not  everywhere  the  same  ;  and  2d,  that  it  is  constantly  changing  its 
place.  Hence,  if  a  halo  be  seen  on  any  given  day,  at  a  certain 
hour,  in  twelve  hours  aHerwards,  the  portion  of  the  atmosphere  in 
which  the  halo  was  seen  may  be  many  hundred  miles  off;  and  the 
storm  will  depend  upon  the  fact,  whether  the  air  that  surrounds  or 
takes  the  place  of  that  in  which  the  halo  was  seen,  be  in  a  similar, 
or  in  a  different  state.  In  the  former  case  there  will  be  a  storm,  in 
the  latter,  not ;  but  the  storm  may  be  elsewhere. 

In  regard  to  meteors,  less  perhaps  is  known  of  them,  bo^h  as  to 
their  nature  and  their  cause.  I  have  examined  them  with  much 
care,  but  have  learned  nothing  satisfactory  concerning  them.  I  have 
no  doubt,  however,  of  their  existence  at  all  hours  of  the  day  as 
well  as  of  the  night. 
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Some  of  tbem  start  into  view  with  a  little  flash,  like  the  lighting 
of  a  match,  and  after  remaining  apparently  stationary  for  an  in- 
stant, as  if  to  acquire  strength,  shoot  off  in*  a  horizontal  direction* 
(their  motion  becoming  slower  near  its  termination,)  leaving  a  long, 
bright  trail  after  them  ;  or  descend  in  a  similar  manner  towards  the 
*  earth*  Others,  commence  a  mere  moving  speck  or  point,  and  descend  a 
short  distance  enlarging  in  size,  and  increasing  in  brightness  as  they 
descend,  then  suddenly  become  almost  extinct,  and  immediately  blaze 
oat  again  more  bright  than  before,  and  continue  their  descent,  some- 
times diminishing  in  size  until  they  gradually  disappear,  or  "  burn 
out/'  or  end  in  a  noiseless  explosion.  Others,  and  especially  some 
of  those  that  appear  in  the  upper  sky,  are  so  small  and  quick  in  their 
motion,  that  nothing  can  be  observed,  either  of  their  origin  or 
their  end,  a  fine,  lengthening,  vanishing,  thread  of  light  being  all 
that  is  seen  of  them. "  I  think  I  have  also  sometimes  seen  a  little 
bright  light  spring  up  suddenly,  like  the  flashing  of  a  few  grains  of 
gunpowder^  or  the  lighting  of  a  friction- match,  and  '^bum  out" 
without  motion. 

In  regard  to  meteors  indicating  changes  of  wind,  or  weather,  I 
cannot  satisfy  myself  that  they  perform  any  such  office.  Perhaps 
they  may  be  a  little  more  numerous  before,  than  after,  a  storm,  or 
during  the  time  of  variable  winds,  although  this  is  not  certain. 

Storms. 

March27.  Severe  snow  storm. 

April  10.  Evening  foggy,  rain  accompanied  by  thunder 

18.  Kight,  snow  6  or  6  inches  deep;  mom  of  the  19th  cold, 
clouds  wintry. 
May      4.  Distant  i bower;  6th,  fields  begin  to  look  green. 

30.  9  o'clock  night,  thunder  and  lightning. 
Jane     4.  P.  M.,  shower;  22d,  thunder  distant,  N. 

July      8.  Wind  NW,  N,  NE,  SE,  S,  SW;  showers  at  a  distance. 
18.  Distant  thunder  in  the  NE. 

20.  5  o'clock,  shower  passed  N;  6  o'clock,  fine  shower.  P.M. 

21.  8  o'clock  to  9  A.  M ,  fine  rain  ;    3 — 4  o'clock  P.  M., 

heavy  shower  to  the  N;  5 — 6  P.  M.,  passed  over  from 
W;  heavy  rain  again  in  the  evening,  7  o'clock  to  8|. 
26.  Began   to  rain  about  7  o'clock  A.  M.,  rain  at  intervals 
during  the  day;   5 — 6  o'clock  P.M  ,  shower. 

31.  Several  showers  during  the  day. 
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August  4,  Wind  W,  SW,  NE,  E,  W;  shower  accompanied  by  heavy 
thunder,  lightning,  &c.,  passed  more  to  the  N  SJ — 6J 
o'clock  P.  M.      The  wind   had  been  very  vacillating 
during  several  days. 
9.  '•  Scuds  "  from  SSE;  moderate  rain  1 — -4  o'clock  P.  M.; 
evening  steady,  continued  rain  ;   heavy  and  protracted 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  night,  accompanied  by  thun- 
der, &c.,  the  first  to  affect  the  streams  since  early  in  the 
spring. 
10.  Wind  very  variable;    morning  "  scuds;"    A.   M.,   rain 
with  thunder;  P.  M.,  tremendous  shower  with  thunder 
and  lightning;  several  inches  of  water  must  have  fallen 
since  the  8th;  streams  had  become  very  low,  though  the 
ground  was  not  very  dry,  nor  did  vegetation  suffer  much. 
Evening — cloudy,  still;  frogs,  crickets,  &c.,  uifull  chorus. 
12.  Distant  thunder.     13th.  Evening,  distant  shower  passed 

^   from  SE  to  NW. 
23.  Wind  very  variable,  rain,  thunder  once. 
39.   Wind,  rain,  thunder  and  lightning  once,  evening,  '^scuds." 
31.  Wind,  rain;  evening,  great  rain. 
Sept.  22.  Morning,  fog  ;   P.  M.,  rain ;  heavy  rain  in  the  night  ac* 

companied  by  thunder  and  lightning. 
Oct.       1.  P.  M.,  heavy  rain.    7th.  Cold  NE  storm. 

23.  Evening,  heavy  shower;  a  tremendous,  black  cloud  like  a 

stupendous  wall  arose  from  the  NW  and  passed  to  the 

SE,  stretching  across  the  whole  heavens,   accompanied 

by  a  violent  whirlwind,  heavy  thunder  and  sharp  light- 

•    ning.    29th.  Severe  storm.* 

Nov.     8.  Noon,  very  dense  fog;   evening,  shower  with  thunder  and 

lightning,  rain  all  night.  9th.  Night,  heavy  rain. 
Dec.  3,  Snow  and  sleet  during  the  preceding  night ;  light  rain 
during  the  day,  which  froze  on  every  thing  on  which  it 
fell,  covering  all  with  a  thick  coat  of  ice;  wind  high, 
EandNE;  branches  of  trees  broken.  4th.  Telegraphic 
wires  broken. 

The  above  record  includes  all  the  storms  (that  have  been  accom- 
panied by  thunder,  &c.,  and  a  few  others)  that  have  occurred  in  this 
vicinity  during  the  year. 

•This  and  the  following  were  recorded  at  Litchfield. 

Sesate^No.  113.J  35 
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Clouds. 

April  26.  A  most  beautifiil  exhibition  of  cirras  clouds, 
or  diverging  from  the  west,  and  converging  in  the  east;  appeared 
in  the  morning,  and  again  in  the  afternoon.  Beautiful  solar  halo 
on  the  same  day.    Rain  on  the  28th. 

June  22  and  23.  A  similar  phenomenon  in  the  west.  Rain  on 
the  P.  M.  of  the  24th. 

June  27th.  A  similar  phenomenon  in  stripes,  or  belts,  NW  to 
SE.     Rain  on  the  28th. 

June  30.  Do.  (clouds  cirrus  and  cirro-stratus)  EN£  and  SSW. 
Rain  on  the  2d  day  of  July. 

July  4.  A  bank  of  cirrus  clouds  lay  across  the  eastern  sky,  NE 
to  SE.  A.  M.,  wind  E.  P.  M.,  solar  halo.  Evening,  lunar  halo. 
Rain  on  the  7th. 

July  25.  Morning  foggy.  Noon,  eastern  sky  nearly  covered  with 
most  beautiful  intermixture  of  cirrus,  cirro-cumulus,  and  ftrro-stratus, 
clouds.  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  splendid  combination  of  do. ;  partial  solar 
halo.  6  o'clock  do.;  clouds  diverge,  or  radiate  from  N  to  S.  Rain 
on  26th. 

August  15.  Morning,  wind  NW,  rather  brisk;  sky  clear,  except 
a  bank  of  fleecy,  cumulus  clouds  in  the  NW,  and  a  similar  one  in 
the  SE.  The  many  straggling  fragments  that  attempt  to  pass  the 
zenith  become  absorbed  or  evaporated  before  reaching  an  elevation 
of  40^. 

Remark. — ^I  had  frequently  noticed  a  similar  phenomenon  before, 
but  never  saw  it  so  complete  and  extensive  as  in  the  present  in- 
stance. It  appears  that  the  atmosphere,  relieved  of  its  usual  supply 
of  moisture  by  the  late  abundant  rains,  was  rendered  capable  of  an 
unusually  rapid  and  copious  absorption.  Hence  a  cloud,  coming 
from  the  cooler  and  shaded  regions  of  the  NW  into  the  warmer  re- 
gion of  the  sun  (it  was  about  7  o'clock,  A.  M.)  was  soon  evaporated, 
or  absorbed  by  the  dry,  warm  atmosphere, 

September  2.  During  a  part  of  the  day,  a  bank  of  light  airy  clonds 
lay  in  fine  stripes  or  lines  along  the  southern  horizon,  as  when  a  thin 
film  of  cream  is  blown  to  one  side  of  a  pan  of  milk. 

September  19th.  P.  M.  Cirrus  clouds  in  long  regular  lines  or 
stripes,  resembling  combed  fiax,  thinly  cover  the  southern  sky,  all 
pointing  toward  the  south,  and  converging  towards,  but  not  quite 
touching,  a  bank  of  regular  cumulus  clouds  lying  along  the  southon 
horizon.     Rain  on  the  22d. 
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Sunset, 

August  15.  First  fair  evening  for  several  days.  Immediately  after 
the  sun  bad  disappeared,  the  whole  western  sky  was  richly  overcast 
with  a  beautiful  blaze  of  soft  yellow  light,  behind  which  the  blue 
sky  could  in  some  places  be  faintly  seen,  giving  the  whole  a  most 
exquisitely  softened  and  richly  modified  appearance.  A  shade  of 
orange  red,  with  which  the  whole  was  presently  overcast  in  a  some- 
what  radiating  manner,  increased  the  splendor  of  the  scene,  and  a 
few  small  fragments  of  cloud,  thinly  and  irregularly  scattered  along 
the  horizon,  added  a  pleasing  variety  to  the  truly  sublime  spectacle. 
Soon  ail  passed  away. 

September  10.  Sun  set  in  an  ocean  of  golden  light 

Fruit* 

Fruit  in  this  part  of  the  country  very  scarce,  especially  apples. 
Never  have  I  known  a  year  in  which  so  few  have  been  produced. 
Upon  examining  the  record  of  the  weather  during  the  time  of  flow- 
ering, I  find  that  it  was  cloudy  during  nearly  the  whole  period,  and 
much  of  it  rainy;  that  the  apple  was  in  flower  during  a  period  of 
eight  cloudy  (four  of  them  rainy)  days;  two  or  three  of  them  foggy, 
with  a  prevailing  east  wind.  During  the  flowering  of  the  peach  and 
the  plum,  fair,  but  rather  cold  wind,  W  and  NW;  of  the  cherry  and 
the  pear,  a  mixture  of  rainy,  fair,  and  cloudy;  wind  variable. 


Thermometer  in  Wellsy  Springs^  8fc, 

Months. 

Springy. 

Well. 

Cellar. 

Average. 

February    23. 

44» 
44 

35  Meao  [of  the  day,  re. 
31  je*  ling  fractioiu. 
41 

March         11, 

36t 
38 

16, 

28, 

43 

42 

April          18, 

39 
43 

39 

May              1, 

46 

47 

49 

52 

53.5 

53 

52 

Juo4             1. 

64 

20, 

59 

72                               92'. 

Jaly            13, 

79  The  past  week  63*^  to 
68  Cellar  nearly  dry,  and 
57  spring  very  low. 
44 

Au^st        13, 
September  18, 
October       9, 

51 
51 

62.5 
60 

*  Situated  in  the  corner  of  two  slopes,  or  hills,  one  lying  on  the  W,  the  other  on 
the  N,  thus  opening  towards  the  N£;  never  dry,  but  often  so  low  in  midsummer, 
as  to  have  no  overflow.  The  decrease  of  temperature,  March  28,  was  doubtlett 
caused  by  the  influx  of  the  cold  snow-water;  the  subsequent  increase  was  evident- 
ly the  eflSect  of  the  summer  heat  upon  the  earth. 

t  Under  a  house,  about  fifteen  rods  (E)  from  the  spring,  and  on  nearly  the  tame 
level,  three  or  fonr  feet  deep,  frozen  over  in  midwinter,  and  nearlv  dry  (empty) 
in  midsummer.    Changes  effected  by  the  influence  of  the  sun  upon  the  earth. 

X  About  ten  rods  (NE)  from  the  house,  in  a  direction  nearly  opposite  to  the 
spring,  in  a  more  sandy  soil,  and  on  the  south  side  of  a  house,  fifteen  or  twenty 
feet  deep.    Change  probably  caused  by  the  influence  of  the  sun  upon  the  earth. 
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Winds  J  Height  J  Currents,  Sfc. 

Winds  in  general  appear  to  be  confined  to  the  lower  strata  of  the 
atmosphere;  t.  e.  the  region  beneath  the  clouds,  extending  but  a 
comparatively  small  distance  above,  and  possessing  less  velocitj  the 
higher  we  ascend.  This  appears  from^  the  fact  that  the  clouds  are 
never  seen  to  move  with  the  same  velocity  with  the  air  (wind)  be- 
low; that  the  first,  or  lower  stratum  of  clouds  generally  mores  fieister 
than  the  next  above,  and  so  on ;  the  higher  often  appearing  entirely 
motionless.  And,  further  ;  while  a  brisk,  or  even  violent  wind  is 
blowing  in  one  direction,  the  clouds  above  are  often  seen  moving  in 
another. 

The  phenomena  of  cross-currents  appear  to  depend  upon,  and  re- 
sult from  the  shape  of  the  country  over  which  they  pass.  I  have 
sometimes  seen  a  strong  south  wind  pass  down  a  valley,  while  a 
vane  on  a  church^steeple,  about  a  hundred  feet  high,  standing  in  the 
same  valley,  showed  a  strong  W.  wind.  Upon  examining  the  shape 
of  the  country,  the  phenomena  were  easily  explained.  In  this  place 
(Warren,)  while  the  vane  on  the  hill  shows  a  strong  W.  wind,  in 
the  valley  ten  or  fifteen  rods  north,  the  wind  will  be  N.  W.  The 
shape  of  the  country  explains  this  also.  Wind,  (air,)  like  water, 
is  a  fluid,  and  though  of  less  density  and  less  specific  gravity,  is  sub- 
ject to  the  same  laws. 

Suppose  a  stream  of  water  flowing  south  through  a  nearly  level 
valley,  having  a  terrace  or  gentle  rise  of  a  few  feet  on  each  side, 
and  running  nearly  parallel  with  the  general  course  of  the  stream, 
but  varying  somewhat  from  the  course  of  a  range  of  mountains  that 
may  be  supposed  to  form  an  irregular  barrier  a  little  distance  beyond 
the  terrace.  It  is  evident,  that  while  the  stream  is  low,  the  water 
will  follow  all  the  turnings  and  windings  of  its  bed  however  numer- 
ous and  various.  But  suppose  the  stream  to  be  swollen  so  as  to 
overflow  its  banks,  and  spread  out  to  the  terrace  on  each  side. 
While  the  water  below  would  follow  the  channel  or  bed  of  the 
stream,  that  above  would  present  an  even  sheet  moving  forward 
without  regard  to  the  meanderings  of  the  stream  below.  Should 
the  water  rise  still  higher,  so  as  to  overflow  the  terrace,  the  surface 
current  would  again  be  somewhat  changed  in  direction,  while  those 
below  would  continue  on  in  their  former  course.  A  similar  explana- 
tion applies  also  to  winds.  Suppose  in  the  above  illustration,  a 
west  wind  to  pass  over  the  country.  This  would  be  perceived  only 
on  the  mouniains,  and  at  the  same  elevation  above  the  valleys ; 
while  in  the  main  valley,  the  wind  would  be  N.  or  S.  according  to 
the  direction  of  the  entrance,  direction  or  termination  of  the  vallqr , 
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while  the  different  openings  in  the  mountains  would  furnish  examples 
of  winds  of  different  directions  at  the  same  time. 

Botanical, 

In  the  spring  of  1849, 1  set  out  a  thorn  bush  which  blossomed  and 
produced  imperfect  fruit  ;  on  some  of  which  I  discovered  what  I 
have  attempted  to  describe  below,  not  having  found  it  in  my  botany. 
Spornles  (?)  contained  in  small,  oblong,  cylindric,  membranaceous^ 
hymenia,  imbedded  in  the  pulp  of  the  fruit,  all  pointing  outward  to 
the  surface. 

Peridia,  (or  hymenia,)  opening  on  the  surface  of  the  fruit,  (or 
substance  in  which  they  are  imbedded.)  Openings  formed  by  the 
Irarsting  of  tbe  peridia,  (or  hymenia,)  and  when  newly  formed  resem- 
ble minute,  membranaceous,  sub-irregular  corols ;  sporules  of  a  dark 
orange-yellow  color  ;  copious.  Found  in  tbe  immature  imperfect 
fruit  of  the  Crataegus  punctata. 

Object  of  Meteordlogical  Observations, 
Among  the  objects  to  be  attained  by  Meteorological  Observations, 
one  doubtless  is,  from  observations  on  birds,  reptiles,  &c.,  to  learn 
the  character  (forwardness  or  backwardness,)  of  a  season;  from 
observations  on  vegetation,  to  learn  the  character  of  a  climate,  as 
well  as  that  of  a  season,  and  from  observations  on  Meteorological 
phenomena,  to  learn  their  influence,  use,  &c.,  in  relation  to  states  or 
changes  of  weather,  &c.  In  regard  to  the  first  and  second  of  these, 
a  simple  rec/)rd  of  the  time  of  their  appearance  is  perhaps  all  that  is 
necessary  as  a  ground  of  comparison  of 'one  season  with  another^ 
and  the  "  Instructions  of  the  Regents"  on  this  subject,  if  carried  out, 
seem  amply  sufficient.  Of  the  "  flowering  of  plants,"  however,  I 
would  suggest  whether  it  should  not  be  the  **  first  appearance,"  rather 
than  the  "  full  bloom,"  that  should  be  recorded,  as  the  former  could 
be  determined  with  more  accuracy  and  less  difficulty  than  the  latter. 
In  regard  to  "  Meteorological  Phenomena,"  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  present  method  of  recording  is  very  defective,  as  it  generally  em- 
braces the  simple  facts  without  the  attending  circumstances.  To  de- 
rive the  full  advantage  of  such  phenomena,  we  should  have,  as  far 
as  possible,  what  precedes,  accompanies  and  follows.  These  should 
not  only  be  given  in  the  general  record,  but  should  also  be  systemat- 
ically arranged  in  tables  by  the  observer,  who  can  do  it  better,  i.  e. 
with  less  labor  or  trouble,  than  any  other  person. 

N.  B.  The  thermometer  used  in  making  my  observation^  I  have 
found  to  be  incorrect  The  error  is  greatest  in  winter,  amounting  t» 
an  average  of  about  one  degree  too  high.  In  summer  it  is  lets, 
being  about  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  a  degree  too  high.  Yearly 
•verage  perhaps  about  seven-eights  of  a  degree. 


VI.  Lake  Eeib,  its  rBBszofo  and  opbninOi  &o«,  in  a  lsttbr  noH 
Jambs  L.  Barton,  of  Butfalo,  to  William  H.  Bogabt. 

Albany,  March  7,  1850. 

WiLLUM  H.  BOOART,  EsQ. 

Dear  Sir— -I  have  just  received  your  note.  Tbe  circumstance  of 
ice  being  seen  so  late  in  Lake  Erie  and  the  Niagara  river  which  I 
mentioned  to  you,  is  not  to  be  understood  as  a  usual  but  a  very 
unusual  thing. 

I  arrived  on  the  Niagara  river  at  Lewiston  on  the  4th  of  June, 
1807;  at  which  time  the  ice  was  running  in  such  quantities  as  to 
render  the  passing  of  the  river  very  inconvenient  Nothing  like  it 
occurred  again,  until  after  a  period  of  thirty  years.  On  the  6th  of 
June,  1837, 1  saw  ice  floating  in  small  quantities  in  Buffalo  bay.  The 
navigation  of  the  lake  that  year  opened  about  the  middle  of  May, 
which  was  a  much  later  period  than  has  happened  for  many  years, 
before  or  since. 

A  radical  change  is  working  perceptibly  in  our  western  climate, 
for  which  various  causes  are  assigned.  We  have  not,  now,  the  con- 
tinuation of  violent  winds,  the  degree  of  cold  and  depth  of  snow, 
we  had  forty  years  ago. 

The  winds  in  the  spring  of  the  year  are  the  most  powerful  ag^ts 
in  clearing  the  lake  of  ice  and  opening  the  navigation.  Winds 
strong  enough  to  put  the  water  iu  violent  agitation,  without  raising 
the  water  so  as  to  cause  the  ice  to  pack  in  masses  at  the  narrow  end 
of  the  lake,  wears  it  away  faster  than  rain  or  warm  weather. 

I  once  travelled  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit  by  stage,  left  Buffalo  on 
the  17th  March,  until  I  reached  Cleveland,  nearly  two  hundred  miles, 
the  lake  appeared  covered  with  ice,  and  the  prospect  of  navigation 
very  distant.  Yet  by  favorable  winds  the  whole  was  broken  up  and 
destroyed  by  the  action  of  the  water,  so  that  the  lake  suddenly  open- 
ed, and  I  returned  in  a  steamboat  from  Detroit  and  arrived  in  Buf- 
falo harbor  on  the  2d  of  April. 

With  respect. 

Your  ob't  aerv't, 

J.  L.  BARTON. 


VII.   Selections  and  references  to  recent  works   and 

PUBLICATIONS  ON  MeTEOROLOOY. 

A.  Aurora  Boreal  is,  June  8»  1846,  seen  by  Sir  Chas.  Lyell. 

B.  The  Telegraph. 

C.  An  earthquake  in  Nicaragua^  October  27,  1849. 

D.  Current  of  air  in  different  directions  at  various  altitudes. 

E.  References  to  recent  publications  on  Meteorology. 


A.  Aurora  Borealis. 
1846,  June  8.  '*At  half-past  nine  o'clock,  on  the  8th  of  June,  it 
being  bright  moonlight,  some  hours  after  we  had  lost  sight  of  the 
ice,  when  we  were  in  a  latitude  corresponding  to  the  South  of  France, 
we  saw  in^the  north  a  most  brilliant  exhibition  of  the  Aurora  Bo- 
realis; the  sky  seemed  to  open  and  close,  emitting  for  a  short  period 
silvery  streams  of  light  like  comets'  tails,  and  then  a  large  space  be- 
came  overspread  with  a  most  delicate  roseate  hue.  The  occurrence 
of  this  phenomenon  in  the  summer  season,  and  in  so  southern  a  lati- 
tude, seemed  to  point  to  its  connection  with  the  ice  which  was 
drifting  over  the  sea  between  us  and  Newfoundland,  now  to  the  N  W 
of  us.  We  learn  from  Sir  James  Ross'  narrative  of  the  late  antarc- 
tic expedition,  the  highly  interesting  fact,  that  when  the  Aurora  Bo- 
realis was  playing  over  the  great  barrier  of  coast  on  the  shore  of  the 
antarctic  land,  it  partook  distinctly  of  the  irreguUr  and  broken  shape 
of  the  Icy  cliffs  over  which  it  hovered."  Sir  Charles  LyelVs  vi,ni 
to  the  United  States  (vol.  ii.,  p.  274,)  on  board  the  Britannia  steam^ 
er,  and  his  return  voyage. 

B.  The  Telegraph. 
*'  In  a  recent  number   of   the  AthejuBum^  we  mentioned   the  ar- 

« 

rangements  that  are  in  progress  to  insure  a  daily  return  of  the  pre- 
vailing winds  over  every  portion  of  the  island  to  which  the  railroads 
or  electric  telegraphs  have  been  extended.  The  importance  of  this 
must  be  evident  to  every  one  who  has  made  meteorology  the  subject 
of  attention,  as  these  returns  may  in  all  probability  serve  to  establish 
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the  law  of  the  progress  of  great  aerial  currents,  and  of  the  disturbing 
influence  of  peculiarities  in  the  form  of  the  earth's  surface.  M.  Que- 
telet  has  communicated  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Bel- 
gium some  particulars  relative  to  the  arrangements  in  England,  and 
he  states  that  a  series  of  analogous  observations  are  already  being 
made  at  Brussels,  Ghent,  Lourain,  St.  Troud,  Leige  and  Namur. 
We  may  hope  that  they  will  be  extended  to  the  extreme  stations  of 
Ostend,  Antwerp  and  Verviers,  and  gradually  be  carried  on  over  a 
much  larger  extent  of  the  continent  of  Europe."  JitheruBym^  April 
21,  1819,  p.  413. 

The  Telegraph. 
''The  telegraph  now  gives  notice  of  storms!  For  example,  the 
telegraph  at  Chicago  and  Toledo  now  gives  notice  to  shipmasters  at 
Cleveland  and  Buffalo,  and  also  on  Lake  Ontario,  of  the  approach  of 
a  north-west  storm.  The  result  is  practically  of  great  importance. 
A  hurricane  storm  traverses  the  atmosphere  at  about  the  rate  of  a 
carrier  pigeon,  viz. :  twenty  miles  an  hour.  Our  northwest  winds 
come  apparently  from  the  sources  of  the  lakes,  and  sweeping  over 
Lakes  Superior,  Michigan  and  Erie,  spend  themselves  in  the  interior 
of  the  country.  Our  southwest  winds  come  apparently  from  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  where  the  force  is  very  great,  and  pass  up  the  general 
direction  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio.  Commencing  at  these  remote 
points,  it  is  obvious,  that  if  telegraphic  offices  are  established  at  the 
extremes  of  the  line,  notice  of  the  approach  of  a  violent  wind  may 
be  given  to  distant  ports  from  12  to  20  hours  before  it  will  be  fdt 
there.  The  practical  effect  will  be  that  a  vessel  in  the  port  of  New- 
York  about  to  sail  for  New  Orleans,  may  be  telegraphed  520  hours  in 
advance  on  the  coast  from  the  Grulf  of  Mexico.  We  are  only  on 
the  threshold  of  the  real  substantial  advantages  which  may  be  ren- 
dered by  the  electric  telegraph.  Already  notices  of  storms  on  the 
lakes  have  been  given  from  Chicago  and  Toledo  to  Buffalo."  An 
extract  from  ''  The  Emigrant  Churchman  in  Canadaj^  published  in 
London,  August,  1849.  London  newspaper ^  Atlas ^  August  11, 
1849,  p.  505. 

C.  Earthqakb  in  Nicaragua. 

[From  the  National  Intelligencer,  February  14.] 

Leon  de  Jficaraguay  Dec.  26,  1849. 
A  press  of  business  has  prevented  me  from  transmitting  you  my 
thermometrical  and  other    observations   for  this  point  for  the  past 
three  months ;  but  I   will  endeavor,  at   an  early  day,  to  make  an 
abstract  of  them  for  the  use  of  the  institution. 
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Residing  in  this  volcanic  region,  you  can  readily  comprehend  that 
I  have  been,  per  forces  much  interested  in  the  subject  of  earth- 
quakes. I  need  not  tell  you  that  they  are  of  frequent  occurrence 
here,  and  probably  that  class  of  phenomena  could  no  where  be  stu- 
died with  greater  advantage.  I  have  experienced  several,  but  with 
one  exception  they  were  very  slight. 

The  exception  here  referred  to  occcurred  on  the  27th  of  October 
last,  at  about  1   o'clock  in  the  morning.    I  was  roused  from  sleep 
by  a  strong  undulatory  motion,  which  was  sufEciently  violent  to  move 
my  bed  several  inches  backward  and  forth  on  the  rough  paved  floor, 
and  to  throw  down  books,  and  other  articles,  which  had  been  placed 
on  my  table.    The  tiles  of  the  roof  were  also  rattled   together  vio- 
lently, and  the  beams   and  rafters  cracked  like   the  timbers  of  a 
deeply-laden  vessel  in  a  heavy  sea.    The  people  all  rushed  from  their 
houses  in  the  greatest  alarm,  and  commenced  praying  in  loud  tones. 
The  domestic  animals  seemed  to  share  the  general  consternation  ;  the 
horses  struggled  as  if  to  loose  themselves,  and  the  dogs  commenced 
a   simultaneous   barking.     This  undulatory  motion  lasted  nearly  a 
minute,  steadily  increasing  in   violence,  until  suddenly  it  changed 
into  a  rapid  vibratory  or  horizontal  motion,  which  rendered  it  diffi- 
cult to  stand  upright.     This  lasted  about  thirty  seconds  and  was  fol- 
lowed as  suddenly  by  a  vertical  movement,  or  series  of  shocks,  such 
as  one  would  experience  at  being  rapidly  let  down  a  flight  of  steps  ;. 
then  declined  in  violence,  but  nevertheless  seemed  to  stop  abruptly. 
The  whole  lasted  about  two  minutes  and  can  be  compared  to  nothing 
except  the  rapid  movement  of  a  large  and  loaded   railroad  car  over 
a  bad  track  in  which  there  are  undulations,  horizontal  irregularities 
and  breaks. 

No  considerable  damage  was  done.  Some  old  walls  were  thrown 
down,  and  in  various  places  around  the  country  I  have  observed  that 
rocks  were  detached,  and  portions  of  cliffs  broken  off  by  the  shocks. 
The  thick  adobe  walls  of  my  house  were  cracked  in  several  places 
from  top  to  bottom.  Many  other  buildings  suffered  in  like  manner. 
The  motion  which  seemed  most  dangerous  to  me  was  that  which  I 
have  described  as  horizontal,  in  which  the  earth  seemed  to  slide 
away  from  beneath  my  feet. 

The  night  was  clear  moonlight,  and  it  was  very  still ;  not  a  breath 
of  air  seemed  stirring.  The  orange  trees  in  my  court  yard,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  undulations,  swayed  to  and  fro,  with  a  steady 
regular  motion,  but  when  the  other  motion  followed,  they  had  an 
unsteady  or  tremulous  motion.  The  water  in  my  well,  which  is 
very  deep,  seemed  also  much  agitated.     The  direction  of  the  undu* 
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lationn  was  from  north  to  soatb,*  and  they  were  felt  throughoiit  tlie 
entire  State  of  Nicaragua,  and  in  HoodoraSy  and  San  Salvador,  and 
«Ten  perhaps  beyond  these  limits. 

I  learn  from  old  resi^lents  here,  that  as  compared  with  the  othen 
which  have  occurred  within  the  last  quarter  of  a  centuryy  this  earth- 
qoake  ranked  about  7,  the  maximum  being  10. 

All  observers  here  concur  in  saying  that,  while  earthquakes  are 
common  at  all  times  of  the  year,  they  are  much  more  numerous  and 
violent  at  the  entrance  and  close  of  the  two  seasons,  the  wet  and 
the  dry  ;  that  is,  about  the  last  of  October  and  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber, and  the  last  of  April  and  the  first  of  May.  They  are  observed 
as  particularly  numerous  and  strong  after  the  heavy  rains,  at  the 
close  of  the  wet  season  in  October.  It  is  observed  that  a  general 
quiet  seems  to  prevail,  for  a  period,  both  before  and  afto*  their  oc- 
currence. 

It  is  difficult  to  discover  the  connexion  between  these  different 
phenomena,  but  there  seems  to  be  a  concurrence  as  to  the  facts 
here  stated  It  is  certainly  true  that  the  only  shocks  which  I 
have  felt  were  in  the  periods  indicated,  and  it  is  also  certain  that 
nearly  all  occur  in  the  night.  Perhaps,  amidst  the  occupations  and 
distractions  of  the  day,  the  lesser  ones  pass  unobserved. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  GEO.  SQUIER. 
Professor  Joseph  Henry,  &c. 

D.  Currents  of  JUr  in  different  directions  at  various  AltUudes. 

Remarkable  Phenomenon, — The  Milwaukie  Wisconsin  is  informed 
that  the  schooner  Traveller,  whilst  on  her  passage  from  the  Michigan 
side  of  the  Lake,  experienced  a  very  singular  phenomenon.  Whilst 
not  a  breath  of  air  stirred  upon  the  waters,  a  breeze  was  blowing 
aloft  so  strong,  that  with  her  topsail  set,  she  ran  seven  miles  an  hour. 
No  breeze  was  discovered  on  deck,  but  by  going  fifteen  feet  up  the 
rigging  it  was  sensibly  perceived,  and  above  it  was  bending  and 
twisting  the  topmast  as  in  a  severe  gale. — Roch,  Magnet. — {Jilhany 
Evening  Atlas,  July  19,  1849.) 

£.  References  to  recent  Works  and  Publications  on  Meteorology, 

The  Physical  Atlas,  a  Series  of  Maps  and  Notes,  illustrative  of 
the  Geographical  Distribution  of  Natural  Phenomena.  By  Alex. 
Keith  Johnston.  Folio.  Edinburgh*  1848. 

(Based  on  the  Physihalischer  Atlas  of  Professor  Bergbaus,  with  the 
co-operation  of  Sir  David  Brewster,  Professor  Forbes,  &c.,  &c«  Divi- 
sions: Geology,  Hydrography,  Meteorolo^,  Natural  History.) 

•Tb«  dir«etioB  of  all  whieb  hare  oeeiirred  ainM  I  hara  been  in  the  eoantir  1ult« 
b««B  from  nortb  to  aonth. 
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The  Meteorologica  Iseries  consists  of  five  maps,  and  represents  the 
isothermal  lines  and  lines  of  equal  barometric  pressure,  in  one  map; 
the  geographical  distribution  of  hurricanes,  typhoons  and  other  actual 
disturbances,  in  a  second  ;  the  polarising  structure  of  the  atmosphere 
in  a  third;  and  in  the  fourth  and  fifth,  the  general  distribution  of  rain 
over  the  whole  world  and  its  more  special  distribution  over  the  sur- 
face of  Europe. 

A  Mamud  of  Scientific  Enquiry ,  prepared  for  the  use  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's Navy,  and  adapted  for  Travellers  in  general.  Edited  by  Sir 
John  F.  W.  Herschel,  and  published  by  authority  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty.  12mo.  London.  1849. 

Articles.  Meteorology.  By  Sir  John  F.  W.  Herschel. 
Atmospheric  Waves,    By  W.  E.  Birt. 

The  Shoe  and  Canoe,  or  Pictures  of  Travel  in  the  Canadas,  illustra- 
tive of  their  Scenery  and  of  Colonial  Life.  By  John  J.  Bigsly, 
M.  D.,  late  Secretary  of  the  Boundary  Commission.  2  vols,  12mo. 
London.  1850. 

I  enter  this  for  the  purpose  of  copying  the  following  items: 

'^  As  might  have  been  expected  from  the  greater  heat  of  the  sum- 
mers of  the  Canadas  and  other  meteorological  conditions,  thunder 
storms  are  violent  and  frequent.  Col.  Sabine,  in  his  report  on  the 
Meteorological  and  Terrestrial  Magnetism  of  Toronto,  U.  C,  has 
noted  many  particulars  respecting  the  thunder  storms  of  that  place 
during  the  years  1841-42. 

From  them  it  appears  that  in  1841  there  were  22  of  what  we  mean 
by  thunders  storms,  and  that  of  these  ten  were  very  violent.  Sheet 
lightning  also  occurred  five  times  alone. 

In  1842  there  were  eighteen  thunder  storms,  of  which  nine  were 
▼ery  severe,  besides  sheet  lightning  once  and  two  distant  but  audible 
thunder  storms. 

The  following   little  table  will   show  the  monthly  distribution  of 
the  storms. 
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I  am  not  aware  that  there  are  any  similar  tables  for  Lower  Cana- 
I  or  the  United  States. — (Vol.  ii.,  p.  175.) 
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Erman^s  Travels  in  Siberia^  2  vols,,  8vo.,  1848. 

VoL    1.    page  8.  Willow  in  Flower  in  the  North  of  Europe. 

9.  Appearance  of  the  House  Swallow  {Hirundo  do- 
Toestica)  at  various  places  in  the  North  of  Eu- 
rope. 
64.  Climate  of  St.  Petersburgh. 
238.  Temperature  of  Wells. 

243.  Temperature  below  the  surface  of  the  ground. 
393,  468.  Aurora  Boreal  is  and  the  Magnet. 
411,  2,  Lunar  haloes. 
471.  Cold  weather  after  an  Aurora. 
474.  Mean  Temp,  of  Beresof  and  grains  raised  there. 
Vol.    2.         289.  An  Earthquake  at  Irkutsk. 

366,  Depth  to  which  the    ground   was   frozen  at  Ya- 
kutsk. 
368.  Mean  temperature  and  extremes  at  Yakutsk. 
479.  Growth  of  trees  at  a  lower  temperature  than  in 
Europe. 

Londony  Edinburgh  and  Dublin  Philosophical  Magaziney  1849. 

Vol.  34.  page  182.  Remarks  on  the  Weather  during  the  quarter  end^ 

ing  Dec.  31,  1848.    By  James  Glaisher. 

216.  Dr.  Forster  of  Bruges,  on  Storms  of  Wind,  f<J- 
lowing  a  Saturday's  Moon,  and  on  Meteors. 

226.  Professor  Challis'  Observations  on  the  Aurora 
Borealis  of  November  17,  1848,  made  at  the 
Cambridge  Observatory. 

271.  On  the  Meteorology  of  England  in  the  year  1847. 
By  James  Glaisher. 

286.  De  La  Rive  on  Diurnal  Variations  of  the  Mag- 
net Needle  and  on  Aurora  Borealis. 

305.  On  the  Aurora  Borealis  of  Nov.  17,  1848,  as 
seen  in  Perthshire  (Scotland.)    By  R.  Smith. 

308.  Remarks  on  the  difference  in  the  Depth  of  Rain 
falling  in  the  same  localities  at  different  alti- 
tudes in  the  Hilly  districts  of  Lancanshire, 
Cheshire,  &c.    By  John  Fletcher  Miller. 

344.  W.  H.  Barlow  on  the  cause  of  the  diurnal  varia- 
tions of  the  Magnetic  Needle. 

366.  Remarks  on  the  weather  during  the  quarter  end- 
ing March  31,  1849.    By  James  Glaisher. 
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410.  Remarkable  Solar  Haloes  and  Mock  Suns  seen 
(Feb.  12th  and  I3th,  1849,)  at  Bath.  By 
Edward  Joseph  Lowe. 
469.  On  some  Meteorological  Phenomena.  By  Prof. 
E.  Wartmann— on  mirages,  blue  rays,  and 
solitary  crepuscular  Rays. 
Vol.   35.  69.  Rev.  Charles  F.  ^Vatkins'  account  of  the  Aurora 

Borealis  of  Nov.  17th,  1848.    (Royal  Society.) 

70.  John  Fletcher  Miller,  on  the  Meteorology  of  the 

Lake  District  of  Cumberland  and  Westmore- 
land.   (Royal  Society.) 

71.  John  Slatter,  of  Oxford,  on  the  Aurora  Borealis 

of  Feb  22,  1849. 
137.  On  the  Weather  during  the  quarter  ending  June 

30,  1849.    By  James  Glaisher. 
161.  On  the  reduction  of  the  thermometrical  observa- 
tions made  at  the  apartments  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety, from    1774  to  1781,   and  from  1787  to 
1843.     By  James  Glaisher.     (Royal  Society.) 

161.  On  the  production  of  Lightning  by  Rain.    By 
William  Radcliff  Birt. 

225.  Notice  of  "Introduction  to  Meteorology.     By  Da- 
vid Purdie  Thompson,  M.  D." 

357.  On  Shooting  Stars.     By  Sir  J.  W.  Lubbock. 

358.  On  the  weather  during  the  quarter  ending  Sep. 

30,  1849.     By  James  Glaisher. 
392.  Rain,  the  Cause  of  Lightning.    By  T.  H.  Dixon. 
437.  Remarkable  Solar  phenomena  at  Beeston,  near 

Nottingham,  Oct.  22,  1849.    By  Joseph  Lowe. 
446.  On  the  cause  of  Aurora  Borealis.     By  Augustus 

De  La  Rive. 
524.  E.  J.  Lowe  on  the  Epochs  of  Falling  Stars. 

Dvblin  Magazine. 
Vol.  34.  page  497,  Physical  Geography.     The  Air. 

SilliTnan^s  Journal^  Jfew  Series,  1849. 

Vol.  7.  page  390.  Dana  on  the  Temperature  of  Oregon  and  California. 

402.  Shepherd,  Report  on  Meteorites,  November  1848. 
Vol.  8.  35,  216.  Norton  on  the  diurnal  variations  in  the  de- 

clination of  the  Magnetic  Needle. 
286.  On  certain  frozen  leaves,  (of  the  Box  Plant.)    By 
J.  Gorgas. 
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288,  On  the  Aneroid  Barometers. 

429.  Shooting  Stars  of  April  20  and  Angnst  10,  1849. 

Comptes  Rendut. 

Vol.  28.  page  89.  Aurora  Borealis  of  January  14,  1849.    By  M. 

Coulvier— <jravier. 
136.  Cas  de  Fulguration  Multiple.  Par  M.  Desormeiy. 
301.  Rozet  on  the  formation  of  Clouds. 
496.  Daubree  on  the  Temperature  of  Springs,  in  the 

Valley  of  the  Rhine  ;  the  Vosges  chain  and  at 

Kaiserstuhl,  in  the  Duchy  of  Baden. 
521.  Mesure  de  P  intensite  des  rafales  de  Tent  Par  M. 

Babinet. 
571.  Solar  halo,  observed  at  Geneva,  April  19,  1849, 
by  M.  Plantamour. 

605.  Description  of  a  halo,  accompanied  with  parase* 

lenes  and   a  circumzenithal  arc.    By  M.  A. 
Bravais,  (May  4,  1849,  at  Paris.) 

606.  Hail  at  Gaudaloupe   on  the  28th  of  February, 

]849.    The  third  time  during  the  present  cen- 
tury. 

696.  Note  on  Aqueouis  Meteors.     By  M.  Belli,  Profes- 
sor in  the  University  of  Pavia. 

725.  Meteorology  of  Iowa,  Oregon,  and  other  parts  of 
North  America. 

743.  On  an  earthquake  at  Brest,  May  26,  1849. 
Vol.  29.         179.  601.  M.  Coulvier-Gravier  on  shooting  stars  seen 

in  Paris,  in  July  and  August,  1849. 

269.  Meteors  and  shooting  stars,  from  a  particular  part 
in  the  heavens.  The  constellation  of  Pegasus 
observed  by  M.  Bulard  on  the  12th,  13th,  and 
14th  of  August,  at  Midhurst. 

281.  On  the  quantity  of  rain  that  falls  at  different 
heights  By  M.  C.  C.  Person.  (The  difference 
is  greater  in  summer  than  in  winter;  and  this, 
it  is  suggested,  is  owing  to  the  greater  eva- 
poration of  water  in  the  summer). 

305.  Matteuci  on  the  loss  of  electricity  in  air,  more  or 
4^  less  moist. 

311.  Description  of  a  remarkable  fall  of  hail,  near 
Cherbourg.    By  M.  Liais. 

637.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  M.  de  Humboldt  to  M. 
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AragOi  on  the  change  of  time  in  the  appear* 

ance  of  the  shooting  stars. 
638.  Leras,  on  an  earthquake  at  Brest,  Nov.  19,  1849. 
702.  Coulvier  Oravier  and  Sargey  on  the  periodicity 

of  shooting  stars. 
743.  Bonpland.      Meteorological  Observations  at  San 

Borga,  on  the  Uruguay,  1847-48. 
746.  Sediilot  on  the  precise  date  of  the  appearance  of 

the   shooting   stars  in  the  year  902.  (18th 

October). 

Report  of  the  Eighteenth  Meeting  of  the  British  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science.  Held  at  Sioanseay  in  Angusty  1848. 
8tx).  London,  1849. 

Page  1.  Professor  Baden  PowelPs  Catalogue  of  Observa- 

tions of  Luminous  Meteors. 
35.  W.    R.    Birt        Fifth   Report    on   Atmospheric 
Waves. 

84.  Supplement  to  the  Temperature  Tables,  printed  in 

the  Report  of  the  British  Association  for  1847. 
By  Professor  H.  W.  Dove.  Containing  84 
Additional  Stations. 

85.  Remarks  of  Professor  Dove  on  his  recently  con- 

structed maps  of  the  Monthly  Isothermal  Lines 
of  the  Globe,  and  on  some  of  the  principal 
conclusions  in  regard  to  Climatology,  dedu- 
cible  from  them;  with  an  introductory  notice. 
By  Col.  Sabine. 

97.  Notice  of  further  progress  in  Anemometrical 
Researches.     By  John  Phillips,  F.R.S. 

99.  Report  on  the  Expediency  of  recommending  the 
continuance  of  the  Toronto  Magnetical  and 
Meteorological  Observatory,  until  December, 
1850. 

Transactions  of  the  Sections. 

Page  1.  Rev.  Dr.  H.  Lloyd  on  the  Mean  Results  of  Ob- 

servations. 
4.  Dr.  Siljestrom  on  those  variations  of  the  force 
and  direction  of  the  Terrestrial  Magnetism 
which  seem  to  depend  on  the  Aurora  Boi^ 
alis. 
12.  John  Ball,  on  rendering  the  Electric  Telegraph 
subservient  to  Meteorological  Research. 
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13.  Rev.  Jno.  Cballis,  Description  of  a  new  instni- 

meot  for  observing  the  apparent  positions  of 
meteors. 

14.  Mansfield  Harrison  on  self^registering  Thermome- 

ter. 

16.  Comparative  Temperature  Table,  showing  the  dai- 

ly average  height  of  the  thermometer  at  Jersey, 
Torquay,  Hastings  and  London.  By  J.  W. 
Childers. 

17.  Meteorological  Observations  in  Egypt,  Arabia  and 

India.    By  J.  D.  Hooker,  M.  D. 
22.  Notices   of   Auroras  observed  at  Swansea.     By 

John  Jenkins. 
523.  Table  of  Meteorological  Phenomena  observed  at 
,  Swansea.    By  John  Jenkins. 

32.  On  Meteorological  Observations  continued  at  Al- 

ten  in  Finmark.    By  John  Lee,  LLD. 
32.  Observations  on  the  Meteorological  Observations 

for  1846  and  1847,  for  Alten  in  Lapland.    By 

J.  F.  Cole. 
34.  Observations  accompanying  Wind   and   Current 

Charts  of  the  North  Atlantic.  By  Lieut  Mau- 
ry, U.  S.  Navy. 

36.  Meteorological  Observations  at  Heygate  for  1847. 

By  Thomas  Rankin. 

37.  Note  on  Shooting  Stars  seen  August  10,  at  Ar- 

magh.    By  Rev.  Thomas  Robbson,  DD. 

39.  On  the  fall  of  Rain  on  the  Table  Land  of  Uttree 
Mullay,  Travancore,  during  1846,  from  obser- 
vations made  by  General  Cullen,  resident  in 
Travancore,  By  Lieut.  Col.  Sykes.  (236 
inches!!) 

41.  On  atmospheric  disturbances  and  on  a  remarkable 
storm  at  Bombay  on  the  6th  of  April,  1848. 
By  Lieut  Col.  Sykes. 

British  and  Foreign  Medico^Chdfurgical  Review. 

Vol.  4.  (Review  of  Humboldt's  Cosmos. 

I  67.  Shooting  Stars. 

70.  Aurora  Boreal  is. 

82.  Variations  of  Atmospheric  Pressure. 
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Journal  of  the  TraHnlcUn  histUuJth  of  Pennsylvamoj  Third 

Vol.  18. 

Plige  40.  On  the  Diurnal  Variations  of  the  Magnetic  Needle 
.  and  the  Aurora  Borealis.    By  M.  Augustus  De 
La  Rive.     (Translated  from  the  Annales  De 
Chimie.) 

Chaimhtri  Editibwrgh  Joumat,  JVeto  Series* 

Y6L  ll.pa^e341.  Periodical  Phenomena  in  the  Vegetable  Kingdom^ 

413.  Curiosities  of  Meteorology* 

Proceedings  of.  the  American  Association  for  the  advancement  of 

Scieskct.    First  Meeting  Sept.  1848. 

Page  34.  Prof.  J.  H.  Coffin,  Report  on  the*  Winds  of  the 

Nbrthem  Hemisphere. 
30.  Peter  A  Browne  on  Meteorites. 

Second  Meetings  August,  1849. 
3.  On  the  Aurora  Borealis,  by  Prof.  SecchL 
124.  On  the  moisture,  ammonia  and  organic  matter  of 

the  atmosphere,  by  Professor  Horsford. 
336.  On  an  instrument  for  determining  the  variations 
and   duration  of  winds.    By  Prof.  James  H. 
Coffin. 

*  • 

Phtlosophicat    TransadioTis  of  the   Royal   Society  of  London,  for 

l84d.    Part  1. 

Page  61.  On  the  spontaneous  electrical  currents  obsenred  on  the 
wires  of  the  Electric  Telegraph.  By  W.  H.  Barlow. 
73.  On  the  meteorology  of  the  Lake  District  of  Cumberland 
and  Westmoreland,  including  the  results  of  experiments 
ontbelttllof  rain  at  variomr  bights  aboVe  the  earth's 
surface,  tip  to  3,166  feet  above  the  mean  sea  level.  By 
John  Fletcher  Miller. 

Edinburgh  Jfew  Philosophical  Journal. 

(GoDdaeted  by  PxoteMir  Jamttdn.) 

Vol.  47.  pag^  114.  Charles  Martins  on  Trees  clefk  by  the  diirect  ac- 

tion  of  ele^rical  stonbsi  ^ 

1*7,  2t6.  WilUadi  Stur'geott,  Description  of  several 
extraordinary  displays  of  the  Aurora  Qorealis, 

jSenate,  No.  113.1  ^^ 
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as  obBenrad  at  Preatwkh  (four  miles  from  Man* 
Chester,)  during  the  winter  of  18i&49. 
October  18,  1848. 
October  27,  1848. 
November  17,  1848. 
November  21,  1848. 
December  17,  1848. 
January  4,  1849. 
Febniaiy  19,  1849. ' 
182.  Rer.  John  Fleming  on  «  simple  form  of  Rain* 

giiage. 
193.  M.  Dove  on  the  Movement  of  heat  in  Terrestrial 
Strata  of  diflferent  Geological  Natures 

370.  Fire  Ball  at  Bombay,  February  19,  1849.    Seoi 

also  at  Poonah  and  Surat 

371.  Fall  of  a  great  mass  of  atmospheric  Ice,  immedi- 

ately after  a  loud  clap  of  thunder,  August  6. 
1849,  at  the  farm  of  Baloullick  in  Scotland, 
**  It  was  nearly  20  feet  in  circumference,  beauti- 
fully crystallized,  nearly  all  tranq>arent,  except 
a  small  portion  which  consisted  of  hail-stones 
of  uncommon  size,  fixed  together  It  was 
principally  composed  of  small  squares,  diamond 
shaped,  of  from  one  to  three  inches  b  size, 
all  firmly  congealed  together.  No  appearance 
whatever  of  either  hail  or  snow  was  discerni- 
ble in  the  surrounding  district." 

372.  On  the  Dilatation  of  ice  by  increase  of  temperat 

tore,  from  trials  made  at  the  Obsenratoiy  of 
Poulkowa. 


Jhmalti  de  V  OhterviMre  Royul  Dt  Bruxdlu. 

(Pnklitked  «t  tb«  Sxjmbm  of  the  State,  by  Ike  IHrcetor,  M.  QnatsteC,)  Vol.  1^ 
4to,  BnisMlt,  184S. 

This  work  contains  elaborate  tables  on  the  climate  of  Belgium. 
Upwards  of  seventy  pages  are  devoted  to  the  constdwation  of  the 
direction,  intensity,  duration  and  distinctive  character  of  the  winds, 
and  the  remainder  of  the  volume,  to  tables  of  daily  observations  made 
IB  1846,  on  all  the  various  branches  of  Meteorology,  and  on  the 
magnetism  and  temperature  of  the  earth  at  various  depths. 
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Memoiru  Dt   U  ^cademie  RayaU  de  Sciences  iet  LeUres  et  det 
Beaux  arte  de  Belgique^  Vid.  21.    4to.  BruseU^  1848. 

Obierrations  sur  les  phenonwnes  periodiques  du  R^;ne  animal,  et 
particulierement,  sur  les  migrations  des  Oiseaux  en  Belgique 
de  1S41  a  1846,  Par  Edm,  De  Selys-Longchamps,  (with 
an  appendix.) 

Obserrations  des  Phenomenes  Periodiques,  1,  Meteorologte  et  Phy- 
sique du  Globe,  pour  1847.  By  M.  M.  Quetelet ;  Crahay, 
Duprez  ;'and  Rocquemaurel,  at  Tarious  places  in  Belgium; 
By  Mr.  Jenyns,  at  Swaffham-Bulbeck,  in  Cambridgeshire, 
England,  and  Dr.  Haebert  at  Munich.  2.  Phenomenes  peri« 
odiques  naturels,  by  various  societies  and  individuals  for  the 
same  year.    The  whole  edited  by  M.  Quetelet 

BuUeHn  de  VAcademit  Royale  des  Sciences,  4rc.,'  de  Belgique. 

Vol.  16. 

Page  341.  On  the  State  of  Vegetation  (flowering  of  plants) 

at  Brussels,  during  February  and  March,  184& 
By  M.  Quetelet 
442.  Notices  of  Earthquakes  occuring  during  1847.  By 
Alexis  Perrey. 

Silliman^s  Journal,  new  series,  vol.  6,  pp.  298.  Annual  Report 
of  the  Regents  of  the  University  made  to  the  Legislature,  March  22, 
1848  {March  2,  1848).  This  valuable  ^Report — ^the  sixty-first  an- 
nual-—contains  the  usual  statistics  respecting  the  sehools  and  coUeges 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  together  with  various  tables  and  obser- 
vations in  Meteorology,  in  its  different  departments.  This  latter 
subject  receives  so  much  attention,  that  the  report  has  become  a 
Journal  of  Meteorology  for  the  State,  of  high  importance,  as  well  as 
a  register  of  educational  statistics. 

Silliman^s  Journal,  new  series,  vol.  8,  p.  306.  Sixty-second  an- 
nual Report  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  made  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, March  1,  1849.  This  report,  besides  its  fund  of  information 
relating  to  education  in  New-York,  contains,  as  heretofore,  meteoro* 
logical  tables  for  the  year,  made  throughout  the  State,  and  various 
observations  on  different  atmospheric  phenomena.  There  are  also 
some  pages  devoted  to  topographical  and  other  infomkation  relating 
to  portions  of  the  State  and  even  to  other  states,  a  part  of  wh^pl^are 
valuable  and  another  part  add  nothing  to  the  reputation  of  the 
report. 
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